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I  had  rather  be  thought  a  good  Englishman, 
than  the  befl  Poet  or  greateji  Scholar 
that  ever  Wrote, 
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T  O    T  H  E 


Right  Honourable 

EDWARD 

Earl  of  OXFORn 


My  Lord, 

H  O'  I  prefume  to  dedicate 
the  following  Work  to  Your 
Lordfliip,  under  the  Title  of 
TTje  Hijlory  of  Mr,  Prior'j* 
Ow7t  Time^  I  am  confcious  how 
little  it  refembles  what  Your  Lord- 
fliip  might  have  expeded,  had  Mr, 
Prior  lived  to  finifli  fucli  an  Hiftory 
Himfelf. 

But  the   chief  Materials  are  en- 
tirely    His,     and    on     that    lingle 
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Account  merit  Your  Lordfliip's  Re- 
gard, however  inartificially  the  Edi- 
fice may  have  been  raifed.  The  Tafte 
in  general  may  have  a  Gothic  Appear- 
ance, but  the  Workmanihip  of  the 
Capital  Parts  is  unqueftionably  Ro- 
man. 

As  to  what  little  I  have  added 
of  my  own,  or  colleded  from  other 
Writers,  in  order  to  fill  up  the 
Chafms between  Mr.  Pr  i  o  r's  Papers, 
and  conned):  them  in  an  Hiftorical 
Form,  if  it  barely  anfwers  this  honeft 
Purpofe,  I  would  hope  the  Prefent 
I  now  make  will  not  be  unaccept- 
able, either  to  Your  Lordfiiip  or  the 
Public. 

In  Mr.  Pr  I  o  r's  Papers,  Your  Lord- 
fhip  knows,  the  Perufer  will  meet 
with  many  curious  Anecdotes,  that 
are  not  to  be  found  in  any  other 
Memoirs  of  the  fame  Times  :  He 
will  fee  the  Motives  of  many  public 
Tranfadions,  which  are  ufually  cen- 
fured  and  applauded   without    being 

fuf- 
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fufficiently  known  :  He  will,  in  par- 
ticular, be  led  thro'  the  Management 
of  the  late  War,  and  the  weighty  Ar- 
guments which  prevailed  in  the  fol- 
lowing Negotiations  of  Peace:  He 
will  difcover  the  Violence,  and  at  the 
fame  Time  the  Impotence  of  Party 
Malice,  againft  a  Gentleman  whcfe 
only  Crime  was  ading  up  to  liis 
Commiffion,  and  executing  faithfully 
his  Sovereign's  Warrants  :  He  will 
extract  a  Vindication  of  Your  Great 
Father,  and  the  other  illuftrioiis  Per- 
fons  embarked  in  the  fame  National 
Caufe,  by  One  who  knew  them  bet- 
ter, and  was  in  Himfelf  an  honefter 
Man,  than  any  of  Thofe  who  have 
lince  been  employed  to  blacken  their 
Memory. 

I  fhould  not  have  mentioned  Your 
Lordfhip's  Character,  had  not  Mr. 
Prior  Himfelf  drawn  it  in  a  Piece 
that  cannot  be  fufpeded  of  Flattery, 
when  he  intreated  You  to  accept  the 
Execution  of  his  laft  Will  and  Tefta- 

ment : 


in 
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mcnt :  But  I  cannot  help  refleding 
with  Pleafure,  that  it  is  to  that  very 
Lord  Harley  whom  Mr.  Prior 
elleemed,  in  his  laft  Moments,  The 
jujieji  and  kindejl  Man  he  jhould  leave 
behind  him  in  the  Worlds  that  I 
now  beg  Leave  to  fubfcribe, 

My  Lord, 

Your  Lordjhip's 

Mojl  Obedient^  and 

Moji  Devoted 

Humble  Servants 


}•  Bancks, 
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R.  PRiOR'i  Epitaph  /;rWeftmin- 
fter-Abbey,  compofed  by  the  learned 
Dr.  Freind,  by  informing  the  World 
that  he  was  *  writing  the  Hiftory 
of  his  Own  Time,  when  Death,  by  a  linger- 
ing Fever,  put  a  Period  both  to  his  Work 
and  his  Life,  has  lo?ig  made  it  a  Matter  of 
Certainty  that  he  left  behind  him  a  great  Nmn- 
ber  of  Manufcript  Papers^  'which ^  confideri?7g  the 
Part  he  bore  himJeJfin  many  natio7ial  T'ranfaBl- 
cnSy  the  Opportunities  he  had  of  being  well  in- 
formed concerning  other s^  and  the  extraordinary 
Talents  he  poffejfedfor  every  Part  of  fine  Liter  a^ 
turCy  could  not  fail  of  being  very  valuable^  and 
of  the  utmofl  Importance  to  the  PublicL  It  was 
much  regretted  therefore,  that  we  had  been 
hitherto  deprived  of  thefe  MaJiufcripts^  and^ 
what  was  worfe,  had  but  little  ProfpeSi  of  ever 
feeing  them  appear ^  unlefs  they  got  into  other 
Hands  than  thofe  who  had  kept  themfo  long  con- 
cealed. 

How  they  were  at  fir  ft  difpofed  of  we  cannot 
better  learn  than  from  a  Paragraph  of  Mr, 
pRiOR'i  Will  J  which  bears  date  Auguft  the 
^th,  172 1, 

'*  All  my  Manufcript Sy  Negotiations,  Com-i 
f  *  miffionsy  and  all  Papers  whatfoever^  whether 

f  Sui  Temporis  Hifloriam  Meditanti 

Paulatim  obrepens  Febris 
Operis  fimul,  &  Vitse,  Filum  abrupit, 

Sept.  J  8.  An.  Dom.  Mpccx.\}. 
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'^  ^f  '^(y  public  'Employments  or  private  Stti-' 
"  dies,  I  leave  to  my  Lord  Harley  and  Mr. 
^*  Adrian  Drift,  my  Executors^  or  either  ofthemy 
"  having  firji  burned  fuch  as  may  not  be  proper 
*'  for  any  future  InfpeBion. 

Matt.  Prior, 

Purfuant  to  the  Claiife  here  recited^  the  Origin 
nal  Tapers  devolved  to  Mr.  Adrian  Drift,  wha 
had  before  beautifully  tranfcribed  mofi  of  them 
forthe  Prefs,  by  Mr.  Prior'5  owfi  Dire^ion, 
and  as  correBed  by  Himfelf  Ihe  fame  Gen- 
tleman copied  them  for  the  Earl  of  O.xford,  his 
Right  Honourable  Co-executor.  He  then  gave 
them  to  a  fnoft  intimate  Friend,  foon  after  theDe- 
ceafe  cf  Mr.  Prior,  with  a  friSl  InjutiSlion 
not  to  publiflj  them  till  after  the  Death  of  Him, 
the  [aid  Mr.  Drift,  which  happened  at  the  Be- 
ginning cf  the  Tear  1738,  when  he  was  buried 
in  VVeftm in fter- Abbey,  according  to  his  earnefi 
Dfre,  near  the  Remains  of  his  Dear  Majler. 

From  this  Time  fome  Hopes  were  conceived 
that  they  might  ere  long  be  brought  out  of  thai 
Obfcurityy  to  which  their  Author  feems  to  have 
condemned  them,  and  in  which  they  were  hi- 
therto inviolably  kept.  Mr.  Drift  being  dead^  the 
Obligation  on  his  Friend  was  ofcourfe  no  longer 
binding.  It  would  be  a  great  Injury  to  Society 
in  general,  if  the  Writings  of  great  Men,  and 
even  fuch  Fragments  as  were  worthy  c/"  future 
Inlpediion,  were  to  be  for  ever  buried,  fnerely 
hecaufe  the  Writers  were  ?iotfo  happy  as  to  give 

them 
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them  to  the  Public  them/elves :  And  that  no- 
thing of  Mr. 'Prior  s  was  preferved,  but  what 
was  judged  worthy  of  fuch  InfpeSiion^  we  may . 
gather  from  Mr.  Drift's  punBual  Regard  for  all 
the  other  Particulars  of  his  Will. 

After  the  "Death  of  the  /.^^^  Charles  Forman 
JE/^j*  who  hadthefe  Manufcripts  in  his  Pojfef 
fion^  and  intended  to  publifh  them  with  all  con-- 
venient  Expedition,  they  were  delivered  to  me  -, 
and  I  have  endeavoured  with  all  Faithfulnefs  ' 
to  execute  the  Part  which  that  Gentleman  had 
taken  on  Him.  How  I  have  proceeded,  the 
Reader  Jhall  know  in  a  very  few  Words. 

Mr.  Prior  having  come  into  public   'Em- 
ployment at  the  Beginning  of  King  William'^ 
Reign ^  and  continued  therein  till  the  Accefpon  cf 
His  Majefty  King  George  ;  after   which    he 
went  thro'  a  very  troublefome  Scene  that  lafled 
about  two  Tears 'j    I  immediately    concluded  it 
mufl  be  by  thofe  two  remarkable  Periods^  the 
Beginning  of  his  Employments  and  the  End  of 
his  Troubles^  that  his  intended  Hifcry  of  his 
Own  Time  was  to  have  been  circumfcribed :  In 
which  Opinion  I  was  confirmed  by  the  Papers 
before  me.     My  Bufinefs  then  was  to  borrow 
fuch  other  Afiflance  as  was  neceffary  to  intro- 
duce and  conneB  the  Mamfcripts,  and  give  the 
whole  Work  a  Form,  as  much  as  I  could ^  like  that 
which,  in  ?ny  private  fudgment,  the  Author  him- 
fef  had  intended  to  give  it.  This  is  what  I  have 
aimed  at  in  the  Proje  Volume. 

*   Mr.   Fonfian  died  ^r// 28,   1739,  and  was  buried  at  St. 

Puiif.mti,  in  Fket-Sireet. 

Of 
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Of  the  Poems  {which  have  not  yet  been  men^ 
tioned)  I  need  only  fay  that  they  came  thro  the 
fame  Channels  as  the  Pieces  in  Profe.  Mofl  of 
them^  I  doubt  not^  will  teflify  their  own  Ori^ 
ginal.  And  bejides  the  SatisfaSfion  of  reading 
Jo  many  7iew  Pieces  of  Mr,  Prior,  the  fudi^ 
cious  will  enjoy  itofmall  Pleafure  in  looking  over 
thofe  of  his  Friends  to  Himfelf  which,  contrary 
to  the  Cujiom  of  other  Poets,  he  modeftly  fup-* 
pre  fed  durifig  his  hife,  The  Latin  Verfion  of 
Solomon,  which  we  have  alfo  added,  as  it  hai 
been  univerfally  applauded,  cannot  but  be  very 
acceptable. 

Before  I  conclude  this  Preface,  Imufl  obferve^ 
by  Way  of  Note  to  the  Satire  called  The  Viceroy, 
that  Lord  Coningsby  and  Sir  Charles  Porter 
were  Lords  fu/lices  o/' Ireland  in  i6g2'  ^^^ 
in  the  next  Sejjion  of  Parliament,  a  Charge  of 
High  Treafon  was  preferred  againfl  them  in  the 
Englifli  Houfe  of  Commons^  by  the  Earl  o/'Bel- 
lamont,  for  Exceffes  of  Power  exerci fed  during 
their  Admimjiration :  But  the  Earl  laying  his 
Charge  too  high,  the  Commons  refolved  That  there 
were  not fuffcient  Grounds  to  fupport  it,  andfo 
the  Meafures  cofnplained  cf  as  arbitrary  and 
violent,  pa  fed  without  Examination, 

I  would  alfo  here  correal  an  Error  of  the 
Prefs  in  Page  223,  Line  S  of  this  Volume, 
by  drfiritig  that  the  IVords  but  one  may  be  add^ 
ed  after  kit  Parliament.  Lefs  material FaultSy 
if  any  fldould  be  found,  the  Reader  will  candid-* 
ly  overlooks 

J.B, 
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Matthew  Prior,  Ejq;, 


E  I N  G  to   write   only    of  xMr.  Pri- 
Mr.  P  R  I  o  r's  Public,    or  "^"^  ^°"^^ 
Political  Life,    it  would  be'/en^X^' 
needle/s  to  rake  any  Notice 
of  his  Family  and  Educati- 
on, were  it  not  to  obviate  an 
erroneons  Opinion,  which  has  been  induf- 
trioufly  propagated  by  fome  People,  who 
B  have 
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have  rcprefented  him  as  rats'* d  from  the 
Bar  of  a  Tavern,  How,  and  whence 
this  Story  had  its"  Rife,  and  in  what  a  fal- 
lacious Drefs  it  has  been  handed  down, 
may  be  eafily  difcovered  by  thofe  who  are 
acquainted  with  the  Virulence  of  Party 
Prejudice. 

This  excellent  Poet,    induftrious  and 
able  Statefman,  and,  what  in  his  Opinion 
was  the  moft  valuable  of  all  Charaders, 
this  truly   honefl  Man,    was  the  Son  of 
a  reputable  Citizen  of  London^    where  he 
was  born  "July  2.1^   1664.     He  was  ini- 
tiated into  Literature  at  the  royal  Foun- 
dation of  Wejlminfter^    under  the  learned 
Dr.  Busby\  and  finiflied  his  Studies  at  St. 
Johns  College  in  Cambridge^    of  which 
he  was  Fellow  to  the  Day  of  his  Death. 
How  injurious  therefore  is  Bifhop  Burnet\ 
Account  of  him,    in  a  Work  which  pro- 
mifes  the  utmoft  Impartiality,  and  where 
a  Lye  is  formallv  condemned,  in  the  fe- 
vereft  Language! 
Appoint-       He  went  young  into  public  Bufinefs, 
edSecre-  being  appointed  Secretary  to  King  Wil- 
Si^  ^LiAM  and  Queen  Mary,  at  the  Congrefs 
Congrefs,  held  at  the  H^^.v^,  in  1690.     An  Alfem- 
^690-       bly  the  mod  honourable  to  ihtEfiglifl  Na- 
tion that  is  any  where  to  be  read  ol !  and  of 
which,    with  the  Occafion  of  it,  I  muO: 
here  give  fome  Account,  in  order  to  ihew 
theDjgnity  and  Importance  of  Mr.  Prior's 

Office, 
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Office,    even   in   this  early   Part   of  his 
Life. 

Lewis  XIV  of  France,  for  many  Years  Occafion 
before  this,  had  been  entirely  guided  by  of  that 
the  Dictates  of  a  lawlefs  Ambition,  which  ^"^"^^  ^' 
prompted  him  to  think  of  enflaving  all 
the  neighbouring  States,  and  of  acquiring 
to  himfelf  no  lefs  than  the  Empire  of 
Europe.  He  had  been  but  too  Ibccefsful 
in  profecuting  his  Scheme;  the  Nations 
round  him  trembled,  and  nothing  but 
their  Dykes  had  preferved  the  Dutch  from 
being  entirely  fwaliowed  up  by  this  com- 
mon Enemy,  who  triumphantly  wintered 
in  one  of  their  *  capital  Cities.  England 
look'd  contentedly  on,  and  even  favour'd 
the  Deftroyer,  during  the  two  impolitic 
Reigns  of  KingCuARLES  and  KingjAMES 
II.  It  had  therefore  the  Privilege  of  be- 
ing unmolefted  at  prefent,  that  it  might 
link  into  a  State  of  Security  from  the 
feeming  Friendfhip  of  the  Grand  Mo- 
narch, and  fo  become  an  eafier  Prey  at 
a  proper  Seafon,  when  it  had  either  for- 
feited all  iis  AlUances,  or  fuffered  its  Al- 
lies to  be  rendered  incapable  of  affording 
it  any  Affiftance. 

At  this  critical  Jundure,  the  young 
Prince  of  Orange  coming  of  Age,  was 
by  the  Suffrages  of  the  Commonalty  ad- 
vanced to  the  Dignity  of  Scadtholder ;  an 

*   Utrecht, 
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Office  that  had  long  been  dormant,  for 
want  of  an  Heir  of  that  illuflrious  Fa- 
mily who  was  arrived  at  Years  of  Ma- 
turity. His  whole  Thoughts  were  im- 
mediately turn'd  on  defending  his  Coun- 
try, and  even  on  reducing  that  exorbi- 
tant Power  which  prance  had  already 
obtain'd.  If  he  was  not  fo  fortunate  as 
the  Grandeur  of  his  Defign,  and  the 
Bravery  and  Vigilance  with  which  he 
profecQted  it,  might  feem  to  deferve,  he 
had  at  leaft  the  Honour  of  making  a 
glorious  Stand,  of  fhewing  Lewis  that 
he  was  not  altogether  invincible,  and  of 
winning  to  himfelf  the  Charad:er  of  a 
Hero,  by  the  common  Confent  of  Man- 
kind. 

When  theMifcarriagesof  King  James, 
and  the  little  Profpecft  there  was  of  his 
ever  aiming  to  corred:  them,  had  made 
a  Revolution  neceffary  in  England  ;  the 
Prince  of  Orange^  who  was  fent  for  on 
this  Occafion  to  reflore  our  Liberties,  found 
himfelf  engaged  by  a  new  Motive  againft 
the  French  Monarch.  The  abdicated 
King  put  himfelf  under  the  Protedion 
of  Lewis,  who  promifed  to  endeavour  at 
his  Reftoration.  Accordingly  Forces 
were  fent  into  Ireland^  and  a  bloody 
War  foon  followed  there,  as  well  as  in 
the  Netherlands.  I  fliali  not,  however,  enter 
into  the  Hidory  of  the  IriJh'^sSy   which, 

every 
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every  one  knows,  ended  in  Favour  of  the 
Revolution,  and  the  utter  Expulfion  of 
King  James  out  of  all  his  Kingdoms. 

But  Matters  on  the  Continent  were  not 
fo  fuddenly  over.  King  Will  jam's  favou- 
rite Projed:,    during  his  whole  Admini- 
ftration  both  in  Holland  and  Rnglandy  was 
to  humble  the   French  King,    who  had 
rendered  himfelf  formidable  not  to  Pro- 
teftants  only,    but  even  to  all  the  Catho^ 
lick  Princes   in  Chriftendom.      On  this 
Principle  was  formed  the  Grand-Alliance, 
at  the  Head  of  which  King  William  ap- 
peared,   and  had  the  Pleafure  to  fee  half 
Europe  unite  under  his  Condudt,    and  a 
Senate    of    Princes   meet   to    aflift    his 
Councils,   and  fecond  his  Wiflies.     We 
need  only  look  over  the  Lift  of  illuftri- 
ous  Perfons    that  met  at   the  Hague  on 
this  Occafion,    in  order  to  form  an  Idea 
of  the  Splendor  of  this  AlTembly.  Lewis 
XIV,    it  has  been  juftly  obferved,    could 
never  boaft  of  any  Thing  like  it.     Such 
a  Congrefs  alTembled  in  Honour  to  him, 
would  have  furnifhed  his  Poets,  Painters, 
and    Hiftorians,     with   an   inexhauftible 
Fund  of  Panegyric  and  Adulation, 
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I'he  Names    of  the  Princes,    PrinceJfeSy 
Great  Lords  and  Ladies,  that  met  at  the 
Hague  in  1691,    after  the  Arrival  of 
bis   Majefty   King  William   III,    oj 
Great  Britain. 

Perfons     'T^  H  E  Eledor  of  Bavaria. 
rrefent  at     J^      Th.^  Eledior  of  Brandenburgh, 

The  Duke  of  Limenburgh  Zell. 

The  Duke  of  Brunjimck  Wolfenhiittel. 

The  Landgrave  of  Hejj'e  Caffel. 

Prince  Chriftian  Lewis  of  Brandenbunyh. 

The  Marquis  of  Ga/Ianaga,  Governor  of 
the  Spanipj  Netherlands. 

Prince  IV aide ck. 

The  Prince  of  Najjau^  Governor  of  Frief 
land^  and  Camp-Martial. 

The  Prince  of  Najfau  Sarburg. 

The  Prince  of  Najfau  Dillenburgh. 

The  Prince  of  Najjau  Idjiein, 

Prince  Philip  Palatine. 

The  Duke  of  Saxe-Eifenach. 

The  Landgrave  of  Hejfe-Darmjiadty   and 
the  Prince  his  Brother. 

The  Duke  Adminiftrator  of  V/ittenberg. 

The  Count  of  Horn. 

The  Count  d'Erback. 

Lieutenant  General  IVibbenam,  who  died 
there. 

Lieutenant  Admiral  General  Trtimp, 

General  Cbauvef. 

General  Delwick„ 

Count 
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Count  d'Arco. 

Count  Sanjra, 

Count  de  Reviera. 

Count  de  Gryal. 

Count  de  Brouay. 

Count  de  Tirtmonf. 

Marquis  de  Cafte  Moncayo, 

Duke  de  Sultzbach, 

General  d'Aiiteh 

Count  de  Lippe. 

General  Barfus. 

The  Baron  de  PaUa?2t. 

The  Prince  of  Wirtemberg,  and  the  Prince 

his  Brother. 
The  Prince  of  Wirtemherg  Nieuftadt, 
Two  Princes  of  Anfpach. 
The  Landgrave  of  Homburg. 
Three  Princes  of  HoIJleinbeck. 
The  Prince  of  Anhalt  Zerbeft. 
The  Duke  of  Courland^  and  the  Prince  his 

Brother. 
The  Duke  of  Holjlehi. 
The  Prince  of  Cotnmercy. 
The  Prince  Palatine  of  Birkenfeldt, 
The  Count  d'Efpence. 
The  Count  de  Denhoff. 
The  Count  de  Fugger, 
Baron  Spaan. 

The  Rhinegrave,  and  his  Brother. 
The  Count  de  Careljoji, 
Count  General  Palfi. 

B  4  The 
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The  Princefs  of  Na/faUy  the  Governor  of 

Friejland'^  Lady. 
The  Princefs  Radzivil. 
The  Princefs  of  Saxe  Eyfenach. 
The  Countefs  of  Soijfons. 

T/je'Eng\[(hNobiiity  that  came  with  theKing. 

TH  E  Duke  of  Norfolk. 
The  Duke  of  Ormond. 
Duke  of  Schomber^. 
Count  Mdnard  Schomberg^  his  Brother. 
The  Earl  of  Devofjfiire. 
The  Karl  of  Dorfet. 
The  Earl  of  Drumlanrig. 
The  Earl  of  E[]ex, 
The  Earl  of  Nottifigham. 
The  Earl  of  Derby, 
The  Earl  of  Portland. 
The  Earl  of  Moiimouth. 
The  Earl  of  Scarborough. 
The  Earl  of  Selkirk. 
Mr.  Comptroller  IV barton. 
The  Biiliop  of  London. 
Monfieur  Auverquerque. 

^he  Names  of  Eftvoys,  Envoys  Extra- 
ordinary^  &c. 


I    ^H  E  Count delVi?idifgrais-\  From  the 
^      TheCount^^  5^r/('^         C     Empe- 
Tbe  Chevalier  Camprecht  j    ror. 

Count 
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Count  Picilet  7    From  S" 

Prefident  de  la  'Tour  J  '  * 

Count  Rebenklawj     -n    ^  t-^  i, 

IV /T     r        r     .1   >    rrom  Denmark, 
Monlieur  Lent  he  \ 

Count  Oxenflern^  from  Sweden. 

Don  Emanuel  de  Colonna,  from  Spain. 

Monf.  Achjhaujm,  from  Saxony. 

The  Baron  of  Boomgarten  -iFrom^^i;^- 

Monf.  Prielmeyer  j     r/>. 

i/r°"r  o^^..    ^^  Tvom  Brandenburg-b. 
Monf.  Smettau    J  ^ 

The  Baron  ^^  Leyenl  -rx         f,- 

Tv/r     r  ^     ^  r  From  Treves. 

Moni.  Lampagne       J 

Monf.  Talber^l-r.  ^      ,^    , 
Tv/r    r  71^         r  From  Mentz. 
Monf.  Meyers  i 

General  and  Baron  Berfain  -r^       ^  , 
Monf&/m<;&r  ]■  FromC^.. 

Monf.  ^£'  A/1??/,  from  Miinfler. 
Monf  Berendorf^  from  Lunenburgh-Zelh 
Monf  ^£'^^/,  from  Liinenburgh. 
Baron  Govts  7  t?  tt  n^  r^  n- 1 

Monf.  if.^^./</.r    JF™'"  -^^  ^'JJ''- 
Baron  Arfeky     from   Briwfwick-Wolfen-' 

futtal. 
Monf  Klechty  from  Ha?Jover. 
Monf.  Hetterman^   from  the  Elector  Pj-, 

latifte. 
Monf  Moreau^  from  Poland. 
Monf  yeurkenSy  from  Hclflein-Gotforp, 
Counfellor  Mean^  from  Liege. 
Monf ^,  from  Hamburgh. 

For 
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For  the  States  of  Holland^  were  Mef- 
fieurs  Hnnfim  and  Dycke'velt ;  the 
Former  being GrandPenlionary:  And 
for  the  King  of  Great  Britain^  the 
Earls  of  Fembroke  and  Portland^  and 
Lord  Durjley^  afterwards  Earl  of 
Berkley,  his  Majefty's  Ambaflkdor  to 
the  States. 

There  had  been  Conferences  held  at 
the  Haq-ue,  in  the  Chamber  of  T'reves^ 
among  the  Minifters  of  the  confederate 
Princes,  from  the  i6th  of  the  preced- 
ing March ^  in  i6j§.  But  the  Neceffity 
they  were  under  of  purfuing  more  vigo- 
rous Meafures,  for  the  common  Safety, 
and  the  Prefence  of  fo  Auguft  a  Monarch, 
on  whofe  Valour  and  Condud:  they  all 
depended,  had  now  brought  together  the 
Princes  themfelves,  and  formed  a  more 
glorious  Conftellation  than  any  Age  can 
parallel. 

It  was  at  thefe  folemn  Affemblies  that 
Mr.  Prior,  through  the  Favour  of  his 
Patron,  the  Great  Earl  of  Dorjet^  and 
the  *  SoUicitation  of  his  Friend  Mr.  Shep- 
hardj  made  his  firfi:  Appearance  in  pub- 
lic Bufinefs.  And  how  well  he  difcharged 
himfelf  of  the  Truft  repofed  in  him,  we 
may  learn  from  his  future  Employments, 

*  StQ\\is'E.jn&\eX.oFleet--woodShephard,'ES(\^  which  begins 
While  croudlng  Folks  'with  Jlrm^ge  ill  Faces,  Sec . 

which 
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which  were  ahnoft  continual  during  the 
Reign  of  KingWiLLiAM,  and  his  glorious 
SuccefTor. 

The  following  Letter  of  Mr.  Prior, 
which  wants  the  Date  of  the  Year,  but 
appears  to  be  written  from  the  Hagiie^  to 
a  Son  of  Lord  Durjley's,  feems  to  belong 
to  the  Time  we  are  now  upon,  and  is 
therefore  here  inferted,  with  a  Tranfla- 
tion. 

Carolo  de  Berkeley^    diledlo  Domino  fuo, 
Matthaus  Prior,  S"".  P"'.  D'. 

Itteras  tuaSy  mi  ChariJ/imej  Sorori  A  Letter 
tuce  dileSliJjimce  fcriptas,  accepimus^  pror's'. 
atque  perlegimiis^  quando  nihil  fecreti  its 
ineff'e  credibile  ejjet.  Domejiicce  nojlrce  res 
quomodo  fe  habent,  brevi  accipias.  Mater 
tua  hie  ejl ;  Fratercidum  pidcherrimum^  et 
tui  fimillimum,  ex  Anglid  fibi  tranjporta- 
'vit.  Soror  tua  natu  maxima,  cum 
AvitdNdfon,  Angliam  profcBa  eft,  ad  re- 
cuperandam  Sanitatem^  qua  maid  profeBo 
in  HGll:mdid  ufa  ejl.  yam  vero  fiibirajci 
tibi  debeo,  nee  injuria^  quia  Epiftolas  nobis 
nee  Lathie,  nee  Gallicc  feriptas  mandare 
curns.  Incumbas  Jiudiis,  oro^  et  fae  tit 
'videardus  Progreffus,^  quoi  I'e  cBodecim  jam 
menfes  aiidicnfcm  Pr^ceptores  optimos  fe- 
cipfe  in  utrdjue  lingua  oporfet.  Hoe  Pater 
(uusj  hoe  iuum  pojiulat  OJicium,     ^od  ad 

me 
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me  attinety  ed  folummodo  conditione  Pa- 
rentes  tuos  optimos  exorandos  conahor,  quo 
nos  revifes  brevi.  Hoc  quoquejibi  fcriptum 
prater  ttius  credat.  Prceceptores  tuos, 
Amicos  mihi  optimos^  meo  nomine  Jhluta, 
Pac  Me  ames ;  Te  cetenium  amabo.     Vale, 


Hagse  Co?mtum 
Pridie  Nonas  Septembris. 


^0  the  Honourable  Mr.  Charles  Berkeley, 
Matthew  Prior  mfieth  Health  and 
Peace, 

Dear  Sir, 
**  TTTTE  have  receiv'd  your  Letter  to 
"  V  V  y^^^  Sifter,  and  as  there  did 
*'  not  feem  to  be  any  Secret  in  it,  I  took 
"  the  Liberty  to  read  it  over.  I  will  in- 
**  form  you  in  a  few  Words  of  the  pre- 
"  fent  State  of  our  Affairs.  Your  Mo- 
*'  ther  is  herej  and  your  pretty  little 
"  Brother,  fo  very  much  like  yourfelf, 
**  is  brought  over  from  England  to  her. 
"  Your  eldefl  Siller  is  gone  to  E?2glajjd, 
"  with  your  Aunt  Neljbn^  in  order  to  re- 
"  cover  her  Health  j  having  been  very 
"  fickly  ever  fince  flie  has  refided  in 
"  Holland.  And  now,  my  dear  Charles, 
"  I  ought  to  be  a  litde  angry  with  you, 
*'  not  without  Reafon,  that  in  all  this 
Time  you  have  not  fent  us  one  Letter 

"  either 


(( 


(( 
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either  in  Latin  or  French,  I  beg  you 
would  apply  yourfelf  to  your  Studies, 
and  let  us  receive  fome  Teftimony  of 
"  that  Progrefs,  which  it  is  requifite  you 
''  fhould  have  made  in  both  Tongues, 
*'  after  having  been  eight  Months  under 
"  the  beft  Preceptors.  This  is  what  your 
"  Father  exped:s,  and  your  own  Duty 
**  exads  of  you.  As  for  my  Part,  I 
*^  affure  you,  it  is  on  this  Condition  only 
"  that  I  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  your 
**  kind  Parents,  to  let  you  come  over  foon 
**  and  lee  us.  I  would  have  your  Bro- 
*'  ther  believe  too,  that  this  is  written  to 
*'  him  as  well  as  yourfelf.  Pray  give  my 
"  humble  Service  to  your  Tutors,  my 
"  very  good  Friends  :  And  continue  to 
*='  love  me,  as  I  eternally  fhall  you". 

Hague,  Sept.  4. 

The  Grand  Congrefs  opened  in  yanu- 
ary  i6|^,  when  King  Willi  am  fat  forth 
the  Occafion  of  it,  in  a  Speech  to  the 
following  Purport. 

He  reprefented,  "  That  the  imminent  King  ?f;7- 
"  Dangers  in    v/hich  they  found  them-  ^'^^^'^ 

"  felves,  fufficiendy  difcovered  the  Errors  Ji^eOpen- 
"  that  had  been  committed ;  fo  that  he  had  ing  of  the 
"  no  need  to  uf'^  many  Arguments,    to  ^*^"S}''^^^' 
*'  {hew  them  the  Neceffity  of  taking  jufter 
"  and  better  Meafures :    That  in  the  Cir- 
**  cumftances  they  were  in,  it  was  not  a 

"  Time 
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"  Time  to  deliberate,  but  to  adl :    That 

*'  the    Enemy    was  Mafter  of  all    the 

"  chief  FortrefTes,  which  were  the  Bar- 

"  riers  of  the  common  Liberty ;  and  that 

"  he  would  foon  poffefs  himfelf  of  all 

"  the  reft,  if  a  Spirit  of  Divifion,  Slownefs, 

*'  and   particular   Intereft   continued    a- 

"  mongft  them :    That  every  one  ought 

*'  to   remain   perfuaded,    that  their    re- 

"  fpeftive  particular  Interefts  were  com- 

"  prifed  in  the  general  One :    That  the 

*'  Enemy's    Forces    were    very    ftrong, 

"  and  would  carry  Things  like  a!  Tor- 

*'  rent  before  them :  That  it  was  in  vain 

*'  to  oppofs  with  frultlefs  Clamours  and 

''  Complaints,    or  unprofitable  Protefta- 

*^  tions   againft  Injuftice  :    That  it  was 

"  neither  cheRefolution  of  a  barren  Diet, 

"  nor  the  Hopes  of  feme  Men  of  For- 

*'  tune,    arifmg  from  frivolous  Founda- 

"  tions ;  but  Soldiers,  ftrong  Armies,  and 

*'  prompt:  and  fevere  Union  between  all 

"  the  Forces  of  the  Allies,  that  muft  do 

*'  the  V/ork)    and  that  ihefe   muft  be 

*•  brought  to  oppofe  the  Enemy  without 

''  Delay,   if  they  would  put  a  Stop  to 

"  his  Conquefts,    and  fnatch  out  of  his 

*'  Hands  the  Liberties  of  £z/r(7/?£',   which 

"  he  held  already  under  a  heavy  Yoke: 

*'  Concluding,    that   as  for   himfelf,    he 

*'  would  neiiher  fpare  his  Credit,  Forces, 

"  nor  Perfon,    to  concur  with  them  in 

*'  fo 
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**  fo  juft  and  neceflary  a  Defign  5  and 
"  that  he  would  come  in  the  Spring  at 
*'  the  Head  of  his  Troops,  faithfully  to 
"  make  good  his  royal  Word,  v/hich  he 
"  had  folemnly  engaged  to  them". 

This  pathetic,  as  well  as  fevere  Speech,  its  Ef- 
from  a  Prince,  to  whom  all  the  jMembers  ^^^^ 
that  compofed  that  illuftrious  Body  paid 
a  refpe(5lful  Deference,  and  in  whoie  Judg- 
ment and  Experience  they  placed  an  en- 
tire Confidence,  could  not  but  produce 
the  delired  EfFe(5l  in  the  End  ;  ihoueh  for 
a  while,  particular  Interefts  continued  to 
reign  in  the  Breads  of  many,  and  ob- 
ftruded  the  fahitary  Refolutions  the  King 
had  fo  flrenuouily  recommended  to  them. 
This  occafioned  rheir  Sitting  till  the  Middle 
of  March^  in  wnich  Time  they  crme  to 
thefe  weightyConclufions :  '^oiz.  i.  Not  to 
make  Peace  with  Lewis  XIV,  till  ail  their 
Grievances  wen;  redrefs'd  ;  and  2,  to  em- 
ploy ■*  222,000  Men  Di^SiinCi France.  But  it 
appeared  aftervrards.  that  this  Nuraber 
would  not  do,  and  that  the  German  Princes 

were 

*  According  to  the  Plan  then  agreed  on,  the  Em- 
peror was  :o  Furnifli  20,000  Men  5  the  King  of  Spain, 
in  Flanders,  20,000;  tiife  Fling  of  England^  20, coo  ; 
'  the  fctdtes  General,  ^5,000;  the  Duke  ot  Savoy^  in- 
cluduig  the  Troops  from  MiUn^  20,000  3  the  Elector 
ok  Bavaria^  18,000;  the  Eledtor  oi  Snxony,  i2,oco; 
the  L  indgrave  of  Hejfe,  8,000  ;  the  Circies  of  Suabia, 
ar.d  F>anccni.7y  10,000;  ihcDuksof  fi^lrtemberg,  6,000; 
the  Eleiftor  o'(  Bratidenburg,  2  ,000  ;  the  Prince  of  Liege^ 
6,000  ;  theBiftiop  of  AJtmjler,  7,0  o  J  the  lilet'lor  Pa- 
h:tiney  4,000;  the  Prince  of  Lumnhufg,  16 pen. 
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were  always  both  backward  and  deficient 
in  furnifhing  their  Quotas. 

Though  the  other  Allies  were  flack  in 
fending  in  their  Contingents,  the  King  of 
GreatBritain.who  was  vigorous  and  hearty 
in  the  Caufe  he  had  efpoufcd,  was  as  care-  - 
ful  as  poffible  that  no  Negled:  fhould  ever 
be  charged  on  him.  The  Queen,  who 
reign'd  in  hisAbfence,  borrowed  this  Year 
large  Sums  of  the  City  of  Londoji^  which 
they  chearfully  fent  in  uponherApplication. 
Having  by  this  Means  put  the  Fleet  into  a  ^ 
Readinefs  to  fail,  the  Lord  Durjley^  their 
Majefly's  Envoy  in  Holland^  had  early- 
Orders  to  inform  the  States  of  it,  and 
at  the  fame  Time  to  prefs  them  to  haften 
their  own  Fleer,  that  it  might  be  ready- 
to  join  the  Englifi. 

Neither  this  Campaign,    however,  nor 
any  of  the  fucceeding  ones,  were  fo  ad- 
vantageous to  the  Allies,  as  to  make  them 
defire  a  Continuation  of  the  War.    In  the 
"T°  Allies  ^^'^^  following  Years  they  loft  the  Battles 
unfuccefs-  of  Stecjikirk  and  handen^  in  both  which 
ful  in       x\\t  Confederates  were  commanded  by  his 
^j^|j5  ,  Britannick  Majefty,    and  the  French  by 
the  vidorious  huxemlmrgh.     The  greateft 
Succefs  King  William  had  to  boaft  of, 
during  the  wholcWar,  v/ as  the  Taking  of 
Namiir  in    1695.      That  Place,    which 
was  very   ftrong  by   Nature,    had  in  it 
a  Garrifbn  cf  15,000  Men,  well  provided 

with 
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xvith  all  NecefTaries  for  many  Months,  had 
Store  of  Ammunition,   ido  Pieces  of  Can- 
non,   12  Mortars,  and  10,000  fpare  Mii- 
fkets.     This  made  the  King's  Enterprize 
thereon  be  efteemed  an  A(5t  of  the  greateft 
Temerity,   and  as  fuch  it   was  feverely 
cenfured  by  his  Enemies.     But  notwith- 
{landing  all  the  Difficulties  attending  it, 
this  great  Work,  which  was  thought  too 
much  for  a  whole  Campaign,    was  en- 
tirely finilhed  in  the  Space  of  a  §  Month,  f  Betwee« 
to  the  immortal  Honour  of  the  Enghjh  f^'b  3» 
Monarch,  and  the  utter  Confufion  of  the^'J^  /' 
French  Party. 

Mr.  Prior's  Mufc,  which  had  already  Mr.FwA 
been  *  more  than  once  engasied  in  the  Ser-  ^^^^^'^o" 
vice  of  his  Mafter,  had  now  a  fair  Oppor-  '     . 

tunity  given  her  of  difplaying  her  exqui- 
lite  Humour^  in  the  moft  agreeable  Man- 
ner. The  French  King  had  taken  Na^ 
niurm\\\^  Campaign  of  92,  in  Sight  of  the 
Army  of  the  Allies,  who  were  unable  to 
raife  the  Siege.  This  was  extolled  by  the 
Flatterers  of  that  Prince,  as  a  moft  inimi- 
table A(flion  ;  and  the  celebrated  BoileaUi^ 
who  always  mix'd  the  Praifes  of  his  MaA 
tef  with  fome  Strokes  of  Satire  on  his 
contemporary  Writers,  had  compoied  an 
Ode  on  this  Occafion  in  Imitation  of  Fin- 
dar^    wherein  he  pretended  to  affert  the 

*  III  his  Hymn  to  the  Sun  on  Ne^-years-Day,    1694^ 
and  his  Ode  to  the  King  after  the  Queen's  Death,  1695. 

C  Character 
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Charafter  of  that  Antient  againft  the  Re- 
flexions of  Perrault,    at  the  fame  Time 
that  he  exalted  his  Hero  above  all  the 
Heroes  of  Greece.     Mr.  Prior  took  this 
Occafion  of  turning  the  Frenchman?, dar- 
ling Ridicule  both  on   himfelf  and    his 
Mall:er,    by  burlefquing  his  boafted  Ode 
in    an  EitgliJJj  Ballad,     and   printing   it 
together  with  the  French :    In  a  Word, 
he  convinced  all  polite  Readers,  who  are 
generally  of  no  Party  in  Matters  of  Wit, 
that  the  Engl'ifld  Horace  was  as  much  a 
more  agreeable  Writer  than  the  French 
Pindar,  as  he  had  made  Little  Will^  the 
Scourge  of  France^    a  more  amiable  Hero 
than  the  divine  Louis  le  Grand  *. 
His  Ver-      The  next  Year,   1696,    upon  his  Ma- 
^- °J*.^^^jefty*s  Arrival  in  Holland^    after  the  Dif- 
racy        covery  of  the  Confpiracy   againft   him, 
Mr.  Prior  prelented  him  with  a  beautifi^l 
Copy  of  Verfes    addrefs'd  to  the  Guardian 
Angels  of  Mankind  ;  wherein,  by  an  Art 
peculiar  to  himfelf,    he  pays  the  higheft 
Compliments  without  the  Appearance  of 
Flattery. 

*  The  pofthumous  Volume  of  Poetr}%  publifhed  with 
this,  has  an  Epigram  oa  the  fame  Subjeft,  p.  1 7. 


The 
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The  Apoflrophe  in  this  Poem  to  the 
Trench  King,  who  was  by  many  fup- 
pofed  to  be  privy  to  the  intended  M- 
iaffination,  contains  a  Sentiment  that  is 
truly  BritiJJj. 

O  Lewis,  Jrom  f his  great  Example  know 

To  be  at  once  a  Hero^  and  a  Foe. 

By  foundinglir  limpets^  hear,  and  rattling 

Drums, 
When  William  to  the  open  Vengeance 

comes  5 
And  fee  the  Soldier  plead  the  Monarch's 

Rights 
Heading  his  Troops,    a?7d  Foremojl  in  the 

Fight. 
Hence  then  clofe  AmhuJJo   and  perfidi- 
ous War, 
Down  to  your   native  Seats   of  Night 

prepare,  &c. 

As  both  Parties,  by  this  Time,  were  Negotfa- 
quite  weary  of  the  War ;  the  latter  End  ^io^^  of 
of  the  Year  1696,  and  the  Beginning  of 
1697,  were  entirely  taken  up  in  Nego- 
tiations of  Peace.  The  confederate  Army 
in  Flanders,  hearing  of  the  Defeat  of  the 
Plot  againft  his  Majefty,  took  an  Opportu- 
nity before  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign 
in  96,  to  exprefs  their  Refentment  againfl: 
the  French,  who  were  to  have  invaded 
Rngland  if  the  Adi^.ffination  had  fucceed- 
C  2  ed. 
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ed.  They  burned  their  Magazines  at  Givef^ 
and  thereby  reduced  them  to  the  greateft 
Extremity.     Befides,  the  French  had  en- 
tirely exhaufted  their  Country,  by  keeping 
fuch  numerous  Armies  on  foot ;    fo  that 
Men,  as  well  as  Provilions,  began  to  fail 
them.      The  EngliJJj  alfo  were  in  fome 
Streights,    occafioned  chiefly  by  the  Re- 
coinage  of  the  Money ;  and  it  was  with 
the  utmofl:  Difficulty  that  their  Generals 
could  provide  Subliftence  for  their  Troops. 
In  fhort,  tho'  the  Campaign  was  this  Year 
opened,   it  was  all  fpent  in  Obfervation 
only,    neither  Side  finding  it  convenient 
to  come  to  Adlion. 
i6q6.        '^^^  French,    fome  Time  before  the 
King's  Arrival  at  the  Beginning  of  the 
Year,  had  fent  Monfieur  CaiUieres  to  the 
Hague,    offering  to  acknowledge  his  Ma- 
jefly's  Title,  and  to  deliver  up  fome  con- 
iiderable  Places  as  a  Barrier  againfl  France, 
The  Dutch  began  to  liflen  to  the  Propo- 
fals,    but  would  do  nothing  without  the 
King  of  Great  Britain,  who  was  alfo  their 
Sradtholder,     Monfieur  CaiUieres,    how- 
ever, feemed  to  concede  all  that  they  could 
afk :    So  that  Matters  were  foon  in  a  very 
promifing  Way,  on  the  Part  of  the  Dutch. 
And   the  Fngl'iJ}:>^    groaning  under  heavy 
Taxes,     having  fuftered  much  from    the 
Enemy's  Privateers,  and  feeing  no  Profpecft 
of  gaining  by  the  War,  were  rather  inclined 

than 
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than  averfe  to  aPacification.  It  was  at  length 
agreed  therefore,  on  all  Hands,  through 
the  Mediation  of  Charles  XI,  King  of 
Sweden^  and  the  prudent  Management  of 
his  Ambaffador  in  Holland,  Baron  Van 
Lillienroot,  that  Plenipotentiaries  ihould 
be  named,  for  carrying  on  this  falutary 
Work. 

The  better  to  fucceed  in  this  Negotiation,  Privata 
the  Court  of  France  had  been  privately  ^-^t^?  . 
treating  with  the  Duke  of  Savoy,    one  oi^gy^ 
the  mofl  powerful  of  the  Allies,    during 
the  whole  preceding  Winter.      Marfhal 
Catinafy    who    commanded   the  French 
Army  on  that  Side,    and  was  no  lefs  an 
able   Politician   than  a  gallant   General, 
had  found  Means  to  carry  on  the  Confe- 
rences with  the  utmoft  Secrecy  3  and  they 
were  render'd  effedtual  by  the  Interpofi- 
tion  of  the  Pope's  Nuncio,    and  the  Fe- 
netian  Ambaffador.      The  Articles  were 
figned  at  Loretto,    whither  the  Duke  of 
Savoy,    who  had,    in  fadl,    more  of  the 
Statefman  in  him  than  of  the  Bigot,  went 
under  Pretence  of  a  religious  Vow,    but 
in  reality  to  elude  the  Vigilance  of  the 
Allies,  whofe  Minifters  had  a  very  watch- 
ful Eye  over  his  Royal  Highnefs. 

The  Notification  of  this  Treaty,   at  the 

latter  End  of  the  Summer,    obliged  the 

Allies  to  withdraw  their  Forces  out  of  the 

Pominions  of  Savoy,  in  order  to  provide 

D  3  for 
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for  the  Security  of  the  Milanefe.  The 
Duke  of  Savoy  followed  them  clofely,  at 
the  Head  of  the  French  Troops  and  his 
own,  by  Virtue  of  a  Commiffion  of  Ge- 
neraliffimo  from  the  moft  Chriftian  King; 
and  four  Days  after  laid  Siege  to  Valencia^ 
So  that  his  Royal  Highnefs,  in  one  Cam- 
paign, was  ieen  at  the  Head  of  two  con- 
tending Armies,  and  even  for  fome  Days 
commanded  them  both,  while  the  Army 
of  the  Allies  was  yet  in  his  Territories. 
An  Inftance  this,  that  is  hardly  to  be 
parallell'd  in  Hiftory.     , 

Congi-efs        jj;^  f^jje^    all  Things  concurring  to  re-? 

at  vy-^.f  commend  a  general  Pacification,  theTerms 

agreed  en.  o  i       ^ 

or  It  were  now  brought  on  the  Carpet, 
Here  the  firil  Difficuiry  that  arofe,  was 
about  the  Place  for  holding  the  Congrefs, 
Mentz  or  FranJif'ort  was  propofed  by  the 
Emperor :  But  the  Dutch ^  with  moft  of 
their  Allies,  were  for  fome  Place  in  Hoi-, 
land.  After  fcveral  Debates  on  this  Head, 
about  the  Middle  of  Jajiuary^  Monfieup 
Caillieres  moved,  by  his  Mafter's  Orders, 
that  the  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allies 
fliould  refide  at  the  Hague,  and  thofe  of 
France  at  Delft -y  and  that  the  Conferences 
ihould  be  held  at  Ryjwick,  a  Palace  be- 
longing to  King  Vv^'iLLiAM,  which  flood 
at  an  equal  Diftance  between  both  Places.. 
This  Motion  was  approved  of  by  the  Con- 
fj^derateSj   and  k  was  fettled  accordingly. 

After 
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After  which  the  Preliminaries  were  con- 
cluded, and  figned  the  loth  of  February^ 
at  the  (Si^^^'^^/Z'Minifter's,  between  Monf. 
Cai Uteres  and  M.  DyckvelL  Some  of  the 
principal  Articles  were  as  follows : 

1.  That  the  Treaties  of  We/iphalia 
and  Nimeguen^  ihould  be  the  Bafis  of  this 
at  Ryfwick. 

2.  That  Stratsburg  {hould  be  reftored 
to  the  Empire,  in  the  fame  Condition  the 
French  took  it. 

3.  That  Luxemburg  {ho\Adi  be  reftored 
to  the  Spaniards^  in  its  prefent  Condition. 

4.  That  Mons  and  Charleroy  fhould  be 
furrendered  as  they  are. 

5.  That  all  Places  taken  by  the  French 
in  Catalonia,  fince  the  Peace  of  Nimeguen^ 
{hould  be  reftored  in  the  fame  Manner. 

6.  That  Dinant,  both  City  and  Caftle, 
fhould  be  given  up  to  the  Bifliop  of  Liege ^ 
as  they  were  taken. 

y.  That  all  Re-unions  made  by  the 
French,  fince  the  Treaty  of  Nimeguen, 
{hould  be  void. 

8.  That  Lorrain  fhould  be  reflored,  ac- 
cording to  the  Condition  of  that  Treaty. 

9.  That  the  Principality  of  Orange 
fhould  be  given  up  to  its  Sovereign. 

It  was  farther  agreed,  that  provided  the 

Peace  were  concluded,  the  mofl  Chriflian 

C  4  King 
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King  fhould,  at  the  Time  it  was  figneda 
own  and  acknowledge  thePrince  of  Orange 
as  King  of  Great  Britain,  without  any 
Difficulty,  Limitation,  Condition,  or  Re- 
ferve. 

But  after  the  Preliminaries  were  fettled, 
the  Death  of  the  King  of  Sweden,  the 
Mediator,  and  the  Succeffion  of  Charles 
XII,  a  Minor,  to  his  Throne,  occafioned 
fome  Delay  in  the  Negotiations.  This 
Obftru(3;ion,  however,  was  foon  removed, 
by  the  Regency  of  that  Kingdom,  who 
fenta  newCommiffion  to  theirAmbaflador, 
M.  deLillienroot,  who  by  his  prudent  Re- 
gulations much  forwarded  the  Conferences. 
For  he  enjoin'd,  that  to  carry  on  the 
Treaty  with  the  greater  Eafe,  all  Prece- 
dency fliould  be  laid  aiide,  and  the  Ti-r 
ties  of  Princes  fhould  be  of  no  Confequence. 

The  Ceremonial  being  fettled,  the  Ba- 
ron appointed  the  9th  Day  of  May  for 
beginning  the  Conferences.  Ryfwick-^ 
Hoiije,  the  Place  of  Meeting,  v/as  found  fo 
convenient  on  this  Occaiion,  that  it  feem'd 
as  if  built  on  Purpofe  for  the  Seat  of  a 
Treaty.  It  was  divided  into  three  grand 
Apartments,  which,  though  all  feparate, 
had  yet  a  Communication  with  one  an- 
other. The  AmbaiTadors  of  the  Allies 
had  one  Side  allotted  them,  and  thofe  of 
France  the  other ;  the  Mediator's  Office 
being  in  the  Middle  between  both.   They 
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had  all  different  Avenues,  fo  as  not  to  ob- 
llruft  one  another  in  paffing  backwards 
and  forwards, 

^he  Names  of  their  Excellencies  the  Am^ 
baffadors.  Plenipotentiaries^  publickMi- 
ntfters.  Envoys^  &c.  that  ajfemhled  at 
the  Congrefs  of  the  general  Peace,  at  the 
Palace  of  Ryfwick,  called  l^v^hurg- 
Houfe, 

England. 

TH  0  MA  S  Earl  of  Pembroke  and 
Montgomery,  Lord  Keeper  of  the 
Privy  Seal  of  England,  Privy-Council- 
lor to  his  Britannick  Majefty,  one  of 
the  Lords  Juftices  of  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,  Principal  Extraordinary  Am- 
baflador  and  Plenipotentiary  of  theTrea^ 
ties  of  Peace. 

Edward  Vifcount  Villiers  of  Dartford, 
Knight  Marfhal  of  England,  Envoy 
Extraordinary  from  \{\^Britannick  Ma- 
jefty  to  the  States-General,  and  one  of 
the  Lords  Juftices  for  the  Kingdom  of 
Ireland,    Extraordinary  Ambaflador  at 

-    the  Treaties  of  Peace. 

B-obert  Lord  Lexington,  one  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen of  his  Majefty's  Bed-chamber, 
and  his  Extraordinary  Envoy  to  his  Im-r 
perial  Majefty,  Ambaflador  Plenipo- 
^^nqary  at  the  Treaties  of  Peace. 
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Sir   yofepb  WiUiamfon,    Knight,    Privy- 
Councillor  to  his  Majefty,  Keeper  of  the 
Records,  and  Member  of  Parliament, 
ExtraordinaryAmbaflador  and  Plenipo- 
tentiary at  the  Treaties  of  Peace. 
Mit.MatthewPrior,  Gentleman  of  the 
King's  Bed-chamber,    and  nominated 
principal  Secretary  of  Ireland^    Secre- 
tary to  the  Embaffy  for  the  Peace. 
Ba^oaria, 
The  Baron  de  Prielmeyer,  Monf.  Reichard 
his  Secretary. 

Brandenburgh. 

Monf.  de  Smettaii^    Monf.  de  Denkehnan^ 

and  Monf  Charles  Adolph  Secretary. 

Brunjwick-Liinenburg-Hanover. 

Baron  Bothmar^  and  M.  SiambkeSQCVQt2Lvy; 

Cologn. 
Baron  de  Mean. 

Dejimark. 
Chrijiian  Sigifredde  Plejfen,  Lord  o£Parm 
and  Houke?2dorf-j  Chrijiian  deLent^  Lord 
of  Sarlhaujfen ;  Meff.  Pauweje  and  Fer- 
nekre?i  Secretaries. 

Emperor, 
The  Count  de  Kaumtz^    the   Count  de 
Straatman  and  Bearbach,    and  Baroa 
de  Seiler?2  j  M.  Hayeck  Secretary. 
Fra?2ce. 
yionf.  de  Harlay,  Lord  de  Bo?2eiii I ;  Monf. 
de  Verjus^    Count  de  Cercy  j    Monf  de 
CaillicreSj  Lord  of  Caillieres, 
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Mentz, 
The  Baron  de  Schonborn. 

Palatinate, 
The  Count  de  VeehJen. 

Spain, 
Don  Francifco  Bernardo  de  ^iroSy    the 
Count  de  T'irimontj   and  Monf.  Brulc 
Secretary. 

Sweden. 
Charles  Bonde^  Count  deBicerncece-,  Nicholas 
Baron  de  Lillienroot  j  Charles  Baron  de 
Frifendorf  Secretary. 
Saxony. 
Baron  de  Bofcu,  and  Monf.  Kerchner  Se- 
cretary, 

The  States-General. 
^ames  Borel,    Lord  of  Duynbeeck-j    Pen^ 
fionary  Heinfius ;    E'uerhard  de  Weede^ 
Lord  of  Dychoelt ;    Monf.  William  de 
Haaren-)  Monf.  Bruyninx  Secretary. 

For  the  Empire, 

'Triers. 
Baron  Leyen^  Lord  of  Saffg. 

Aujbourg. 
John  Chrijlopher  de  Dierheinij  Councillor. 

Aufiria. 
Francis  Rodolph,  Baron  of  Helden, 

Baden-Baden. 
Qharles  Ferdinatid^  Baron  Phitterjdorf. 

Bremen 
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Bremen  and  Deux-Ponts. 
Monf.  Snoil/ky^  Councillor  to  the  King  of 
Sweden. 

Bninfwick-Lunenbu  rg» 
Monf.  Huneken  Refident. 

Brunfwick  and  Wolfenhuttel. 
Baron  Frederic  de   Steinbourg. 
Brunfwick^  Lunenbourg^  Zell^  and  WoU 
fenbutteU 
Monf.  Selgel  Refident. 

Cologn. 
Monf.  Harman  jofeph  Bullenger, 

Denmark^    for  Holjlein, 
Monf.  Detlef  Nicholas  de  Laweneton, 

Egmont. 
Monf.  Michael  de  Ghillety  Lord  of  Teppen, 

Emperor, 
The  Count  de  Averjherg,  Chamberlain. 

Franconia, 
Baron  Wolfgang  Philip  de  Schrottenberg, 

Francfort. 
Monf.  John  James  Muller^  and  Dr.  John 
Melchior  Lucius. 

Hambourg. 
Monf.  de  Bojlel^  Councillor  and  Syndic, 

Hanau. 
Monf.  F.  C.  de  Ecclefieim. 
Hefe-Cafel. 
The  Baron  de  Goretz. 

Hildejheim, 
Monf.  Charles  Paul  de  Zimmermans. 

Leige, 
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Leige. 
Monf.  Norf,  Refident  at  the  Hague. 

luorrain. 
Baron  Claudius  Francis  Canon,  and  Baron 
Jojeph  le  Begue. 

Lubeck. 
Monf.  GeorgeRandau,  Provoft  and  Syndic. 

Mentz. 

Monf.  Ignatius  AnthonyOttin^  and  Monf. 

George  William  Moll. 

Munjier. 

The  Baron  de  Pkttenbourg  de  Lenhaufen, 

Nemours y  Duchefs  of, 
Monf.  Bourrety  Councillor  and  Treafurer; 

Orleans^  Duke  of, 
Monf.  the  Abbot  ^hejeu. 

Balatine  Neubourg, 
Monf.  John  Henry  Hetterman, 

Portugal. 
Monf.  PaciecOy  Envoy  to  the  States, 

Rhine,  Upper, 
Monf.  de  Savigny. 

Salm. 
Monf.  d'Ufing, 

Savoy. 
Monf  Philibert  de  la  I'our^     Baron   of 

Bourdeaux. 
Monf.  Francis  de  Pricbigno?20y     Count  de 
Cajiellengo. 

Saxe-Colbourg. 
Monf.  the  Baron  de  Hogen. 

BaxC'* 
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Saxe-Gotha, 
Monf.  d'Avetnan. 

Strajbourg^  Bifhop  of, 
Monf.  Herman  de  Haheren. 

Suabia. 

Mon{.  Frederick  deDzifheimb,  and  Monf 

de  Kulpis. 

Suabia^  Prelates  and  Deputies  of, 

Monf  Anthony  Eufebms,  Baron  of  W alder: > 

Tremoutlle^  Prince  of, 
Monf  'John  Gabriel  de  SanginierCy   Lord 
of  Charaufdc, 

'Treves, 
Monf  John  Henry  KeyJerveU. 

Teutonic  Order. 
Monf  Charles  de  Loe,    Baron  of  Wejfen^ 
and  Monf  ViBor  de  Beughern, 
Wetteraijia^    Counts  of, 
Monf  Charles  Otton,  Count  of  Solms, 

Wirtemberg^ 
Monf  Anthony  Gunther  de  Hejfem 

Wirtzboiirg. 
Monf  yohfi-Conrad'Philip  Ignatius ^  Ba- 
ron de  Tatton. 

Order  of  On  the  appointed  Day,  tlie  Baron  o^LiU 
tne  firft  Henroot,  Ambaffador  of  Sv:eden,  and  Me- 
diator, entered  the  Palace  at  half  an  Hour 
after  three  o'Clock,  pafiing  over  the  mid- 
dle Bridge,  and  through  the  Great  Gate  of 
the  Palace.  He  v^as  in  a  Coach  with  fix 
Horfes,  accompanied  by  two  Gentlemen, 

who. 
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who,  as  well  as  himfelf,  were  in  Mourning 
for  the  late  King. 

The  Baron  ot  Preihneyer^  AmbafTador 
and  Plenipotentiary  of  the  Eledor  of  Ba- 
'varia,    arrived  about  four   o'Clock  in   a 
Coach  with  lix  Horfes,    having  his  Son 
and  two  Gentlemen  with  him.     Soon  af- 
ter came  Meffieurs  5(9rf^/,  Dyckvelt,  and 
Va7i  Haaren^  Ambafladors   and  Plenipo- 
tentiaries of  the  States-General.      They, 
and  their  Gentlemen,  were  all  in  a  Coach 
with  fix  Horfes.     The  Emperor's  Am- 
baflador  arrived  next  with  five  Coaches, 
each  drawn  by  fix  Horfes ;  and  three  others, 
with  tv/o  Horfes  each.     In  the  two  firil 
Coaches  v/ere  M.  Hayeck^  Secretary  of  ths 
Embafly,    with  the  other  Secretaries  and 
Gentlemen  of  their  Houfhold.      In   the 
third  Coach,  which  was  Count  Kaimitzs, 
he  rid  himfelf,  with  Count  Straatman  and 
the  Baron  of  Seilern  his  Afibciates.     The 
other  Coaches  were  filled  with  Count  Kau-^ 
nitz's  two  Sons,    and  other  German  No- 
blemen and  Gentlemen,  all  fplendidly  at- 
tended.    The   King  of  Spain  s  Ambafia- 
dors  came  up  a  little  after,  in  two  Coaches 
with  fix  Horfes.     In   the  firfi:   was  Don 
Bernard  de  ^dros^  and  the  Count  de  'Ti- 
rimcnf,  attended  by   fix  Horfemen ;    and 
in    the    fecond    were    their    Gentlemen. 
Thefe  were  followed  by  the  ArabalTadors 
of  England,  having  two  Coaches  v/ith  fix 

Horfes 
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Horfes  each.  The  Lords  Pembroke  and 
Filliers  rode  in  the  firft,  and  Mr.  Prior^ 
Secretary  of  the  EmbafTy,  in  the  fecond^ 
with  the  other  Secretaries  and  Genilemeni 

After  thefe  followed  the  AmbafTadors  of 
the  feveral  Princes  of  the  Empire,  who 
all  arrived  in  lefs  than  a  Quarter  of  an 
Hour's  Time,  between  four  o'Clock  and 
a  Quarter  after  it.  The  Ambaffadors  of 
France  came  at  three  Quarters  pafl  four, 
with  three  Coaches  drawn  by  fix  Horfes 
each.  Monf.  de  Harlay^  the  Count  de 
Crecy^  and  M.  de  CailUereSy  with  M.  Har^ 
ley.  Councillor  of  State,  were  in  the  firft; 
a  Gentleman  on  Horfeback  riding  before 
them.  The  two  other  Coaches  were  filled 
with  Gentlemen.  Thefe  AmbafTadors  en- 
tered by  the  third  Bridge,  which  led  to 
the  left  End  of  the  Palace  5  as  thofe  of 
the  Allies  had  entered  by  that  on  the  Right, 
according  to  the  eflablifh'd  Form, 

All  thefe  Amballadors  being  introduced 
by  M.  B.ofe72boofn,  the  States-General's  A" 
gent,  they  continued  the  AlTembly  till 
after  Seven  ;  during  which  Time  they  di- 
livered  their  CommifTions  to  the  Media- 
tor, who  was  in  the  middle  Hall.  They 
all  retired  about  half  an  Hour  after  Seven^ 
the  Emperor's  AmbafTadors  firfl:,  and  thofe 
of  France  laft  ;  tho'  it  was  before  agreed ^ 
that  this  fliould  be  looked  upon  as  imma- 

terialj 
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terial,  and  not  to  be  drawn  into  any  Con- 
lequence. 

The  fecond  Meeting  was  on  the  1 1  th  Refoiutl- 
of  May^    at  Ten  in  the  Morning,    when  on^of  the 
they  fat  till  Two  in  the  Afternoon,  and  Meaing. 
agreed  that  their  Conferences,  for  the  Fu- 
ture,   fhould  be  held  twice  a  Week  j    on 
WednefdaySy  at  Nine  in  the  Morning,  and 
on  Saturdays^  at  Four  in  the  Afternoon ; 
which  was  exadtly  obferved   during  the 
whole  Congrefs. 

It  would  be  foreign  to  our  prefent  Pur-* 
pofe,  to  give  a  Journal  of  all  the  Tranf- 
adions  of  this  Aflembly,  or  to  infert  all 
the  particular  Articles  of  Peace  that  were 
made  between  the  feveral  Powers  con- 
cerned on  the  one  Side,  and  the  French 
King  on  the  other.  They  make  a  Vo- 
lume of  themfelves,  which  it  is  not  diffi- 
cult to  procure.  I  will  only  take 
the  Heads  of  thofe  which  regard  Eng- 
land, and  obferve  in  general,  that  the 
Imperialifts  and  Spaniards  difcovered  a 
Backwardnefs  to  come  into  the  Terms 
ftipulated  for  them;  but  were  induced 
however  to  iign  the  Peace,  for  fear  of 
being  abandoned  by  the  EngUpj  and  Dutch, 
who  fuffered  the  French,  during  the  Trea- 
ty, to  take  Aeth  in  Flanders,  and  Barce- 
lona in  Spain. 

The  Articles  between    Great  Britain  ArtlSe* 
and  France  were  fourteen  in  Number ;  Jj;^^ '■^- 
D  ihe>w.    " 


34  The  HISrORY  of 

the  moft  material  of  which  were  *  "  That 
**  all  Offences,  Injuries,  and  Damages, 
"  fhould  be  mutually  forgiven  :  That  the 
*'  King  of  France^  on  his  Royal  Word 
"  and  Faith,  would  not  countenance  or 
"  fupport  any  Confpiracies  againft  the 
"  King  of  Great  Britain:  That  there 
"  fliould  be  free  Commerce  and  Naviga- 
**  tion  between  the  Subjeds  of  both  Mo- 
"  narchs:  That  all  Countries,  I  (lands, 
"  Forts,  and  Colonies,  which  had  been 
"  taken  on  either  Side  during  the  War, 
*'  {hould  be  reftored:  That,  to  prevent 
**  future  Contention,  all  Ships,  Merchan- 
*^  dizes,  and  other  moveable  Goods,  which 
**  may  be  taken  on  either  Side,  in  fuch 
**  Latitudes,  and  in  fo  many  Days  after 
«'  the  Publication  of  the  Peace  as  are 
*'  ieverally  fpecified,  fhould  remain  to 
'^  the  Captors:  That  in  cafe  of  a  future 
*'  Rupture,  fix  Months  fhould  be  allowed 
"  by  either  Prince,  for  the  Subjedls  of 
*'  the  other  to  withdraw  their  Effcds : 
"  That  the  Principality  of  Orange,  and 
"  all  other  Lands  belonging  to  the  King 
•^^  of  Great  Britain  as  Prince  of  Orange^ 
"  fhould  be  reftored  him  with  the  Intereft 
**  due," 
Aremark-  This  Treaty  was  figned  by  the  Plenl- 
rSrJ'^'''^'  potentaries  on  the  2oth  of  February,  N.  S. 
a  little  before  Midnight,  and  ratified  by 
King  William  on  the  2jth  of  the  fame 

Month, 
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Month,  and  by  the  King  of  France  on 
the  3d  of  OBober.  It  appears  however, 
that  before  this  Ratification  on  the  Part 
of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty,  a  Diffi- 
cuhy  was  ftarted  by  the  French  Ambafla- 
dors,  on  the  King  of  Great  Britain  s  ufing 
the  Words  Rex  fraficia-,  which  occa- 
iioned  a  Warrant  from  his  Majefty  to  his 
Plenipotentiaries,  for  omitting  the  afore- 
faid  Title,  provided  they  could  find  that 
it  had  been  omitted  in  any  former  Treaty. 
But  as  the  Date  of  the  Warrant  is  pofte- 
rior  to  that  of  the  French  King's  Ratifi- 
cation, it  feems  as  if  the  Omiilion  was 
not  infifted  on  at  the  Court  of  France^ 
and  that  no  Conceffion  was  made  in  Con- 
fequence  of  this  Warrant.  However,  as 
the  Original  is  in  our  Hands,  and  was 
found  among  Mr.  Prior's  Papers,  we 
fhall  infert  it  here  as  a  valuable  Relick, 
which  may  deferve  a  Mention  in  future 
Hiftories. 


William  R. 


Injiruolions  for  our  Right  Triijiy  and  Right 
JVell-beloved  Coufin  and  Councillor^  Tho- 
mas Earl  of  Pembroke  and  Montgo- 

'     mery.   Keeper  of  our  Privy  Seal:    Our 

Right  I'rufiy  and  JVell- beloved  Coufm  Ed- 

D  2  ward 
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ward  Vifcount  Villicrs,  our  Envoy  Eat- 
traordinary  to  the  States  General^  and 
Plenipotentiary  at  the  Congrefs  at  the 
Hague :  Our  Right  Trujly  and  Well- 
beloved  Councillor  Robert  Lord  Lexing- 
ton, our  Envoy  Extraordinary  to  the 
Emperor  of  Germany;  and  our  Right 
Trujly  and  Well-beloved  Councillor  Sir 
JofephWilliamfon,  Knight-,  Our Am^ 
bajfadors  Extraordinary  and  Plenipoten- 
tiaries for  the  Treaty  of  a  general  Peace^ 
between  us  jointly  with  our  Allies,  ana 
the  jnoft  Chrijlian  King.  Given  at  our 
Court  at  Dieren  this  i^th  Day  of  Odco- 
ber  1697,  in  the  ninth  Tear  of  our 
Reign, 

H  E  R  E  A  S  we  are  given  to  un- 
derftand  by  a  Letter  from  Mat- 
thew Prior,  Efq;  of  the  14th  Inftant, 
written  by  your  Order,  that  the  French 
AmbalTadors  had  excepted  againftthe  Style 
of  Rex  Francice,  in  the  Inftrument  of 
Ratification  of  the  late  Treaty  of  Peace 
under  the  Great  Seal  of  England,  which 
you  offered  to  exchange  with  them,  de- 
claring withal  that  they  would  be  fatisfied 
with  the  faid  Ratification,  as  it  is  now 
worded,  provided  you  declared  that  it 
fhould  be  changed  if  it  be  found  other- 
wife  in  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty  of 
Breda^    and  other  Treaties  made  fince : 

And 
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And  we  having  already  direded  you  to 
declare  that  former  Precedents  {liould  go- 
vern in  that  Particular :  We  are  well 
pleafed,  that  if  the  AmbalTadors  of  France 
be  not  already  come  to  an  Agreement  with 
you  concerning  the  Style  of  the  faid  Ra- 
tification, you  do  declare  unto  them  in 
our  Name,  that  in  Cafe  they  do  accept 
of  the  Ratification,  the  faid  Infirument 
fliall  be  changed,  if  the  Style  be  found 
otherwife  in  the  Ratification  of  the  Treaty 
of  Breda,  and  of  other  Treaties  ma^ 
fince  ;  provided  the  faid  Treaties  be  un- 
derftood  to  be  fuch  as  have  been  made 
and  ratified  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land before  the  Abdication  of  the  late 
King  JameSy  or  our  taking  Polleflion  of 
the  Government  of  that  Kingdom.  And 
for  fo  doing,  this  fliall  be  your  Warrant. 

There  arc  two  remarkable  Omiflions  in  Omiffions 
this  Treaty  of  Ryfwick,  that  of  the  Inte-  jji  *^^  ^^ 
reft  of  King  James  on  the  Part  of  the  Ryjiuk, 
King  of  France,    and  that  of  the  Prote- 
ilant  Intereft  on  the  Part  of  King  Wil- 
liam.    Lewis  had  folemnly  promifed, 
in  an  open  Declaration  to  all  Europe,  thac 
he  would  never  lay  down  his  Arms  till 
he   had   reftored  JK.ing  James  to   his 
Throne :  But  the  great  Loffes  he  had  fuf- 
D  3  tained 
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talned  during  a  long  and  expenfive  War, 
obliged  him  to  alter  his  Refblution  in  fo 
unexpeded  1  Manner,  as  to  occafion  the 
Publication  of  a  Manifefto  by  the  abdi- 
cated Prince,  wherein  he  complained  of 
the  Injuftice  done  him,  William,  on 
the  other  Hand,  had  declared  himfelf  the 
Protedor  of  the  French  Refugees  j  yet  never 
^  infifted  on  the  Reftoration  of  their  Eftates, 

and  the  free  Ufe  of  their  Religion  in  their 
own  Country. 
LordFo;/-  Soon  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
/.w^sEm-  King  William  nominated  the  Earl  oiF 
Frana,  Portland  to  be  his  Ambaflador  Extraordi- 
and  his^  nary  to  the  Court  of  France,  Mr.  Prior 
was  appointed  Secretary  to  this  Embafly, 
which  was  fliort,  and  rather  a  Matter 
of  Ceremony  than  Bufinefs.  This  Noble- 
man, who  was  a  Native  of  Holland^  and 
had  been  Page  to  the  King  when  Prince  of 
Orangey  by  his  affiduous  Fidelity  had 
raifed  himfelf  into  the  higheft  Favour. 
HisMajefty  made  him  a  Peer  of  Englattd, 
gave  him  the  Garter,  and  threw  away 
fuch  Grants  of  Lands  upon  him,  as  o^ 
bilged  the  Parliament  to  interpofe,  and 
put  a  Stop  to  them.  He  gave  him  alio 
the  entire  Government  of  Scotland^  made 
him  a  Lieutenant-General,  firft  Lord  of 
the  Bedchamber,  and  Privy-purfe.  But 
as  the  Situation  of  Favourites  is  always 
precarious,  he  faw  himfelf  fupplanted  by 

the 
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the  Earl  of  Albemarle^  another  Dutch- 
man^ who  had  alfo  been  a  Page.  The 
growing  Favour  of  this  Rival  had  for 
fome  Time  alarmed  him,  and  was  the 
Reafjn  that  he  went  on  this  Embaffy 
with  Reluclance:  And  indeed  hisjealouly 
was  not  ill-founded ;  for  Albemarle  fo  pre- 
vailed in  his  Abfence,  that  he  obliged  him, 
by  feveral  little  Affronts,  to  lay  down  all 
his  Empioyments.  After  this  he  was 
never  mo  e  in  Favour,  though  the  King 
always  (hewed  an  Efteem  for  him. 

Edward  Lord  Villiers,  late  Envoy  Ex-  Lord  Jer- 
traordinary  to  the  States-General,  and -^-^li ^"^' 
one  01  the  rlenipotentiaries  at  the  Treaty  France^ 
of  Ryfwick^  having  been  created  Earl  of  ^"d  his 
Jerfey  for  his  many  and  faithful  Services, 
was  now  appointed  Ambaffador  to  the 
French  Court,  in  about  two  Months  after 
the  Earl  of  Portland  had  made  his  public 
Entry.  Mr.  Prior  continued  in  his  Of^ 
fice  of  Secretary  under  this  Nobleman, 
with  whom  he  afterwards  joined  in  im- 
peaching the  Partition  Treaty,  tho'  both 
the  one  and  the  other  was  deeply  con- 
cerned in  the  Management  of  that  Affair. 
But  I  (hall  confider  their  Conducfl,  in 
this  Particular,  more  fully  in  another 
Place.  Thus  much  is  certain,  that  Mr. 
Prior  was  always  ftrongly  attach'd  to 
my  Lord  yerfey^  of  whofe  Integrity  and 
Ability  he  had  a  very  high  Opinion.  He 
D  4  has 
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has  paid  him  a  *  Compliment  upon  his  fine 
Tafte,  which  fufficiently  confutes  the  Ca- 
lumny of  a  -f-  certain  Author,  "  That  the 
"  Earl  of  Jerfey  went  through  all  the 
great  Offices  of  the  Kingdom,  with  a 
very  ordinary  Underflanding ;  was  em- 
*'  ployed  by  one   of  the  greateft  Kings 
"  that  ever  was,  in  Affairs  of  the  greateft 
"  Confequence,  and  yet  was  a  Man  of  a 
**  weak  Capacity".      Is  it  probable  that 
an  Author  of  Mr.  Prior's  nice  Difcern- 
ment,  would  have  fo  far  hazarded  his  own 
Reputation,    as  to  make  that  Judgment 
the    Standard  of  Vv'hat    was    exquifitely 
fine,  which  had  nothing  in  it  more  than 
common  ?    If  Mr.  Prior  was  an  intire 
Creature  of  my  Lord  Jerfey  5^  as  the  fame 
Author  invidioufly  affirms,  it  was  owing 
to  the  Deference  he  paid  to  his  good  Senfe, 
and   not  merely  to  fupport  him  by   his 
x'^dvice,    without  being  engaged   by   his 
Merit.     But  this  by  the  Way  only. 
-pixAMan-      About  the  fame  Time  that  Lord  Fort- 
ckpr's     i^jnj  vv^as  fent  to  Paris ^  the  Earl  of  Mtin^ 
to^vVke,  chefter  was  difpatch'd  to  Venice.      That 
£«d  his     Republick  was  the  lad  of  the  confiderable 
Cliaiaaer.  Powers  in  Europe^  not  engaged  in  the  War 
againft  us,  wlaich  would  not  acknowledge 
King  William's  Title.      But  after  Ad- 
miral Rujfel  had  appeared  with  a  Fleet  in, 

*  In  the  Prologue  of  Paulo  Purganti. 
•\  Mr.  Macky^  in  his  Memoirs,  £5°i» 

the 
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the  Mediterranean^  and  the  Conclufion  of 
a  general  Peace  feemed  unavoidably  at 
hand,    they  deputed  a  folemn  EmbafTy 
to  London,    to  compliment  his  Majefty. 
It  was  in  Return  of  this  Embaily  that 
the  Earl  of  Manchefler  was  fent ;  a  No- 
bleman, who  had  always  been  zealous  in 
the  Caufe  of  Liberty,   and,    at  his  own 
Expence,  had  accompany'd  the  King  into 
Ireland  as  a  Volunteer,  with  a  very  hand- 
fome  Retinue  j  was  at  the  Battle  of  the 
Boyne,   and  the  Siege  of  Limerick -,   for 
which  generous  Service,  after  the  Reduc- 
tion of  that  Kingdom,  he  was  made  Cap- 
tain of  the  Band  of  Yeomen.     He  refided 
at  Venice  during  the  fucceffive  Embaffics 
of  the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Jerfey  SLt  ToF;w«f«. 
the  Court  of  France,  and  then  fucceeded 
the  latter  at  that  Court,    where  he  conti- 
nued *  much  longer  than  either  of  his  Pre- 
decelTors,  and  at  a  Tim  j  that  will  give  us 
frequent  Occafion  to  mention  him,  in  the 
fubfequent  Sheets. 

Mr.  Prior  remained  at  Paris  till  af-Mr.  Prioi* 
ter  Lord  Manchefler  s  Audiences  were  over, '"  ^"^' 
and  then  came  to  Efigland,  to  ferve  again 
under  the  Earl  of  Jerfey,  who  was  ad- 
vanced to  be  one  of  the  principal  Secre- 
taries of  State,  upon  the  Refignation  of 
the  Duke  of  Shrewibury^     His  Corref- 

*  From  May  169.9,  to  Septmhr  1701. 
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pondence  during  this  long  Refidence  in 
France^  was  not  found  among  his  Papers, 
which  probably  was  owing  to  the  Profe- 
cutions  that  foon  after  followed,  againft 
thofe  who  had  projeded  the  Treaties  of 
Partition.  But  we  have  one  remarkable 
Story  of  him  at  this  Time,  which  muft 
not  be  here  omitted,  as  it  contains  an  In- 
ftance  of  his  delicate  Satire,  and  gallant 
Loyalty  to  his  Mafter. 
FJs  An-  One  of  the  Officers  of  the  French 
fv/ertoa  King's  Houfliold  (hewing  him  the  Royal 
Apartments  and  Curiofiries  at  Verjailks, 
efpecially  the  Paintings  of  Le  B^an, 
wherein  the  Vidories  of  Lewis  XIV 
was  beautifully  defcribed,  ask'd  him, 
"  Whether  King  William's  Adlions 
"  were  alfo  to  be  feen  in  his  Palace".  "No 
*'  Sir,  anfwered  Mr.  Prior  ;  the  Monu- 
"  ments  of  my  Mafter's  Adions  are  to 
'*  be  feen  every  where  but  in  his  own 
"  Houfe".  It  was  hardly  poflible,  in  fo 
few  Words,  to  pay  a  fxner  Compliment 
to  King  William,  and  at  the  fame  Time, 
to  pafs  a  jufter  and  more  poignant  Cen- 
fure  upon  the  Vanity  of  the  Grand  Mo- 
narch, of  whofe  Actions  there  were  more 
Monuments  in  his  own  Palaces,  and  in 
the  Works  of  BoileaUy  than  in  the  whole 
World  befides. 

Though  we  have  not  any  Remains  of 
Mr.  Prior's  preliminary  Tranfadions  to 

the 
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the  firft  Partition-Treaty,  yet  as  it  is 
probable  from  the  Office  he  was  in,  that 
fome  of  the  Management  of  it  muft 
have  lain  upon  him,  I  fhall  here  give 
a  (hort  Account  of  that  Affair,  and  of 
the  Change  that  immediately  followed  it, 
which  difconcerted  all  the  Meafures  then 
taken,  and  gave  riic  to  a  fecond  Treaty 
under  the  fame  Name.  Mr.  Prior  was 
concerned  in  this  alfo,  tho*  perhaps  againft 
his  Judgment  even  at  that  Time  j  as  he, 
with  many  others,  might  foretel  the  fatal 
Confequences  that  enfued.  But  doubtlefs 
King  William,  who  drove  on  thefe 
Treaties  feemingly  againft  the  Opinion 
of  his  ableft  Minifters,  was  convinced  in 
his  own  Mind,  that  they  were  the  only 
Means  then  left  of  preferving  the  Balance 
of  Power. 

*  Europe   had    continued,     for  fome  Occafioa 
Time  after  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick,   in  a  of  the  firft 
State  of  Tranquillity:  But  the  Health  of^'^^^^y"'* 
the  King  of  Spain  declining  very  faft,    it 

was  juftly  apprehended,  that  he  would  die 
without  Iffue.  For  this  Reafon  the  French 
King  kept  up  a  very  confidcrable  Army, 
and  made  all  the  neceffary  Preparations 
for  fending  out  great  Numbers  of  Men 
of  War  and  Gallies,  in  order  to  feize  upon 
Spain  as  foon  as  the  prefcnt  Monarch  was 

*  Coli%  Memoirs,  p.  29$  i^c, 

dead. 
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dead.  His  Britannick  Majefty,  who  be- 
held this,  and  knew  the  Intrigues  and  Pre- 
tences of  France,  knew  alfo  that  his  owa 
Subjedts  would  be  averfe  to  a  new  War, 
which  could  not  be  carried  on  without 
many  additional  Taxes,  after  having  found 
the  laft  fo  very  burthenfome.  He  faw 
himfelf,  and  all  Europe  in  Danger,  with- 
out any  faithful  Alliance  but  that  of  the 
Dutch.  The  Emperor  had  much  offend- 
ed him ;  becaufe  he  had  obftruded,  to 
the  utmoft  of  his  Power,  the  Accommo- 
dation at  Ryfwick ;  and  now,  in  a  Man- 
ner openly,  laid  Claim  to  the  whole  Mo- 
narchy of  Spain,  which  he  hoped  to 
unite  with  his  other  Dominions.  All  our 
Troops,  in  thofe  very  dark  and  dangerous 
Times,  were  reduced  to  7000  Men  : 
And  many  Members  had  delared  in  Par- 
liament, that  they  thought  even  this  too 
great  a  Number.  Thus  was  the  French 
King  left  in  a  Condition  to  execute  almofl 
any  Thing :  It  was  in  his  Power  to  take 
Pofleffion  of  the  whole  Spanifi  Monar- 
chy, in  the  various  Parts  of  the  World, 
before  any  Prince  but  the  Emperor,  whom 
he  had  little  Reafon  to  fear,  could  oppofe 
him.  The  Party  of  the  late  King,  upon 
this  Appearance  of  an  approaching  Rup- 
ture, conceived  new  Hopes,  The  States- 
General  were  averfe  to  another  War  3  yet 
apprehended  it  unavoidable,   if  the  King 

of 
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of  Spain  fliould  die  without  Children, 
unlefs  it  was  timely  prevented  by  a  Trea- 
ty of  Settlement.  The  Houfe  of  Bour-^ 
boriy  they  knew,  was  an  over-grown  Power 
already,  and  they  faw  Danger  in  taking 
Part  with  the  Emperor  againft  li-,  be- 
caufe  the  Fund  for  carrying  on  a  War, 
of  which  the  Emperor  was  to  have  the 
Advantage,  could  be  raifed  only  in  Eng-. 
land  and  Holland.  Belides,  if  the  Em- 
peror fhould  fucceed  in  his  Aims,  they 
might  be  even  in  greater  Danger  from 
him  than  from  France  itfelf,  without  a 
Barrier  againft  him  in  the  Netherlands. 
During  this  State  of  Confufion,  in  which 
all  Europe  feemcd  to  be  involved,  King 
William  wrote  the  following  Letter  to 
the  Lord  Chancellor  Somers^  with  his  own 
Hand. 


Ws  Majeftys  Letter  to  Lord  Somers. 

Loo,  Aug,  15,  1698. 

I  Imparted  to  you  before  I  left  England,  King  wn^ 
that  in  F.  *  there  was  exprefied  to^-^'^^'^i^^- 
my  Lord  P.  "f*  fome  Infinuation  to  come 
to  an  Agreement  with  us,  concerning  the 
Succeflion  of  the  King  of  §  Sp,  Since 
which  C.  Tall,  |j  has  mentioned  it  to  me. 


ter. 


f  frame,     f  TortlmL      %  S^aiir,      jl  Count  Ta/fard. 

and 


46  The  HISTORY  of 

and  has  made  Propofitions,  the  Particu- 
lars of  which  my  Lord  P.  will  write  to 
Vernon,  to  whom  I  have  given  Orders 
not  to  communicate  them  to  any  other 
belides  yourfelf,  and  to  leave  to  your  Judg- 
ment to  whom  elfe you  (hould  think  proper 
to  impart  them  j  to  the  End,  that  I  might 
know  your  Opinion  upon  fo  important 
an  Affair,  and  which  requires  the  greateft 
Secrecy.  If  it  be  fit  this  Negotiation 
fhould  be  carried  on,  there  is  no  Time  to 
be  loft  J  and  you  muft  fend  me  the  full 
Powers,  under  the  Great  Seal,  with  the 
Names  in  blank,  to  treat  with  C.  TalL  I 
believe  this  may  be  dorte  fecretly,  that 
none  but  you  and  Vernon,  and  thofe  to 
whom  you  fhall  have  communicated  it, 
may  have  Knowledge  of  it :  So  that  the 
Clerks  who  are  to  write  the  Warrant, 
and  the  Full  Powers,  may  not  know  what 
it  is.  According  to  all  Intelligence,  the 
King  of  Sp.  cannot  out-live  the  Month  of 
OSiober,  and  the  leaft  Accident  may  carry 
him  oif  every  Day.  I  received  your  Let- 
ter of  the  9th.  Since  my  Lord  Wharton 
cannot  at  this  Time  leave  England,  I  muft 
think  of  fome  other  to  fend  Ambaflador 
into  ^p.  If  you  can  think  of  any  one 
proper,  let  me  know  it,  and  be  always 
aftured  of  my  Friend fliip. 

W.  R. 


His 
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His  Lordjhip's  ANSWER. 

Tunbridge-Wells^  Aug.  28,  1698. 

HAVING  your  Majefty's  Permiffion 
to  try  if  the  Waters  would  con- 
tribuce  to  the  Re-eftabHfhment  of  my 
Health,  I  was  juft  got  to  this  Place  when 
I  had  the  Honour  of  your  Commands. 
I  thought  the  beft  Way  of  executing  them 
would  be  to  communicate  to  my  Lord 
Orf.  *  Mr.  Mont,  f  and  the  D.  of  Shrew.  § 
(who  before  I  left  London  had  agreed  upon 
a  Meeting  about  that  Time)  the  Subject 
of  my  Lord  P's  Letters  i  at  the  fame  Time 
letting  them  know  how  ftridly  your  Ma- 
jefty  required,  that  it  fhould  remain  an 
inviolable  Secret, 

Since  then  Mr.  M.  and  Mr.  Secretary 
are  come  down  hither  ;  and,  upon  their 
whole  Difcourfe,  three  Things  have  prin- 
cipally occurred,  and  are  humbly  fuggefted 
to  your  Majefty. 

I.  That  the  entertaining  a  Propofal  of 
this  Nature,  feems  to  be  attended  with 
very  many  ill  Coniequences,  if  the  F.  did 
not  adt  a  fincere  Part.  But  we  were  fbon 
at  Eafe  as  to  any  Apprehenlion  of  this 
Sort  ;  being  fully  allured  your  Majefty 
would  not  a<ft  bat  with  the  utmoft  Ni- 
.  cety,  in  an  Affair  wherein  the  Glory,  and 

■  .     *  Orford.  f  Mmiague,  §  Sbrcv:Jhiiry. 

the 
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the  Safety  of  Europe  were  fo  highly  con- 
cerned. 

2.  The  fecond  Thing  confidered  was, 
the  very  ill  Profped  of  what  was  like  to 
happen  upon  the  Death  of  the  King  of 
Sp,  in  cafe  nothing  was  done,  previoufly, 
towards  the  providing  againft  that  Accident, 
which  feemed  probably  to  be  very  near;  the 
King  of  F.  having  fo  great  a  Force,  in  fuch 
a  Readinefs,  that  he  was  in  a  Condition 
to  take  PofTeflion  of  Sp,  before  any  other 
Prince  could  be  ready  to  make  a  Standi 
Your  Majefty  is  the  beft  Judge,  whether 
this  be  the  Cafe,  who  are  fo  perfectly 
informed  of  the  Circumftances  of  Parts 
tibroad.  But  fo  far  as  relates  to  England^ 
it  would  be  Want  of  Duty  not  to  give 
Your  Majefty  this  clear  Account,  That 
there  is  a  Deadnefs  and  Want  of  Spirit 
in  the  Nation  univerfally,  fo  as  not  at  all 
to  be  difpofed  to  the  Thought  of  enter- 
ing into  a  new  War,  and  that  they  feem 
to  be  tired  out  with  Taxes,  to  a  Degree 
beyond  what  was  difcemed,  till  it  ap- 
peared upon  the  Occafion  of  the  late 
Eledions.  This  is  the  Truth  of  the  Fad:, 
upon  which  Your  Majefty  will  determine 
what  Refolutions  are  proper  to  be  taken. 

3.  That  which  remained  was,  the 
Confideration  what  would  be  the  Condi- 
tion oiEiirope^  if  the  Propofal  took  Place. 
Of  this  we  thought  ourfelves  little  capa- 
ble 
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ble  of  judging:  But  it  ieemed,  thatif^/V//y 
was  in  the  Hands  of  the  F,  they  would 
be  entirely  Mailers  of  the  Levafit  Trade  ; 
that  if  they  were  poflefied   of  the  Fijtal^ 
and  thofe    Ports  on   that  Side,    whereby 
Milan  would  be  entirely  fhut  out  from 
Relief,    or  any   other  Commerce,    that 
Dutchy  would  be  of  little  Signification 
in  the  Hands  of  any  Prince ;    and  that 
if  the  King  of  F.   was   in  PofTeffion  of 
any  Part  of  Guipufcoa^  which  is  mentioned 
in  the  Propofal,  belides  the  Ports  he  would 
have    in    the   Ocean,    it    does    feem    he 
would  have   as  eafy  a  Way  of  invading 
^p.  on  that  Side,    as  he  now  has  on  the 
Side  of  Catalo7iia.      But  it  is  not  to  be 
hoped,  that  F,  will  quit  its  Pretences  to 
fo  great  a  Succeffiqn,  without  confidera- 
ble  Advantages ;    and  we  are  all  affured 
your  Majefty  will  reduce  the  Terms  as 
low  as  can  be  done,  and  make  them,  as  far 
as  is  poffible  in  the  prefent  Circumftances 
of  Things,  fuch  as  may  be  fome  Foun- 
dation of  the  future  Quiet  of  the  King- 
dom ;  which  all  your  Subjedls  cannot  but 
be  convinced  is  your  true  Aim. 

If  it  could  be  brought  to  pafs,  that 
Fvgland  might  be  fome  Way  a  Gainer 
by  this  Tranfadion,  whether  it  was  by 
the  Elector  of  Ba^'oaria  (who  is  the  Gainer 
by  your  Majefi:y's  Interpofuion  in  this 
Treaty)  his  coming  to  an  Agreement  to 
E  let 
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let  us  have  fome  Trade  to  the  Sfamfi 
Plantations,  or  in  any  other  Manner,  it 
would  wonderfully  indear  your  Majefty  to 
your  EngliJJj  Subjects. 

It  does  not  appear,  in  cafe  this  Nego- 
tiation fliould  proceed,  what  is  to  be  done 
on  your  Parr,  in  order  to  make  it  take 
Place  ;  whether  any  more  be  required 
than  that  the  Englifi  and  Dutch  fit  ftill, 
and  F.  itfelf  is  to  fee  it  executed  ;  and 
if  that  be  fo,  what  Security  ought  to  be 
expeded,  that,  if  by  our  being  neuter, 
the  French  be  liiccefsful,  they  will  confine 
them  (elves  to  the  Terms  of  the  Treaty, 
and  not  attempt  to  make  farther  Advan- 
tages of  their  Succefs. 

I  have  put  the  Seal  to  the  Commiffion, 
without  exped:ing  thd  Return  of  the 
.  Warrant.  The  Comm.iillon  is  written  by 
Mr.  Secretary,  and  no  Creature  has  the 
lead  Knowledge  of  any  Thing,  befides 
the  Perfons  already  named.  I  pray  God 
give  your  Majefty  Honour  and  Succefs  in 
all  your  Undertakings. 
I  am,  with  the  utmoft  Duty  and  Refpe(fV, 

SIR, 

Tour  Majefty  s  mojl 

Dutiful,  a?ui  moft 

Obedient  SiihjeB  and  Servant, 

S  O  M  E  R  S. 
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Ir  appears  by  his  M?  jefty's  Letter,  that 
the  firftPropofal  of  this  Treaty  was  made 
by  the  French  King  to  the  Eail  of  Fort- 
land,  while  that  Nobleman  was  inFrance: 
And  it  was  probably  in  order  to  make 
King  William  come  the  more  readily 
into  it,  without  fufpecfling  any  latent  Sub- 
terfuge, that  he  endeavoured  to  dazzle 
his  Majefty's  Eyes  by  the  extraordinary 
Reception  he  gave  to  his  Ambaflador,  and 
the  Marks  of  his  Efleem  and  Affedlion 
which  he  fliew'd  him  in  feveial  Letters, 
And  now,  that  his  Sincerity  might  be  the 
more  confpiciious,  he  orders  his  own  Am- 
baflador, Count  TaJlard^  to  mjke  the 
fame  Propofitions  to  the  King  in  Peifon, 
who  readily  receives  them  ;  though  Lord 
Somers,  and  thofe  whom  he  confiilted 
in  Fngland^  were  not  fo  well  fatisfied  of 
the  French  King's  Intentions  j  as  appears 
by  feveral  ExprelTions  in  his  Lordfhip's 
Anfwer. 

But,  tho'  his  Majefly  fent  over  for  Ad-  TheTrea- 
vice,  he  did  not  ftay  to  receive  it.  Lord  ^^  ^^S"^^- 
Somers's  Letter  bears  date  Aiigiijl  the  28th, 
and  on  the  29th  of  Aiigiifl  N.  S.  feveral 
Days  before  his  Majefty  received  it,  a 
Treaty  was  concluded  to  the  following 
Purport,  and  figned  by  the  Earl  of  Fort- 
land  and  Sir  Jofeph  William/on  on  the  Part 
of  England,  Count  Tallard  on  the  Part 
E  2  of 
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of  France,  and  by  eight  Plenipotentiaries 
of  the  States-General. 

Articles         "  I.  That  the  Peace  of  Ryfwick  (hould 

°^  ''■       "  be  confirmed. 

*'  II.  That  in  Confidcration  of  the  ill 
"  State  of  the  King  of  Spain?,  Health, 
"  and  for  preferving  the  public  Peace,  in 
"  cafe  the  faid  Prince  fhould  die  without 
*'  IlTue,  the  Kingdoms  of  Naples  and  *S/- 
"  cil\\  with  the  Places  then  depending 
"  upon  the  Spai^iJId  Monarchy,  firuated 
*'  on  the  Coafl:  of  ^ufcany,  or  the  adja- 
"  centlflandsof  St.  «S'/^/'^(^«^,  Porto-Her- 
*'  cole.  Orbit ello,  Telamone,  Porto-Longo, 
"  Piomhino,  the  Marquifate  of  Final ^ 
*'  the  Province  of  Guipufcoa,  particularly 
"  the  Towns  of  Fontarabia,  and  St.  aS^- 
**  baftian^2,nd  move  efptciaWy For t-Paffage, 
"  and  likewife  all  Places  on  the  French 
*'  Side  of  the  Pyrenees,  or  the  other 
"  Mountains  of  Navarre,  Alava,  or 
*'  Bifcay,  on  the  Side  of  the  Province  of 
*'  Guipiijcoa,  with  all  the  Ships  and  Gal- 
*'  lies,  and  other  Appurtenances  belong- 
*'  ing  to  the  faid  Galiies,  fhould  be  given 
"  to  the  Dauphin,  in  Confideration  of 
"  his  Right. 

''  III.  That  the  Crown  of  Spain,  and 
"  the  other  Kingdoms  and  Places,  both 
*'  within  and  without  Europe,  iliould 
*'  defcend  to  the  EIed:oral  Fiince  of  Ba^ 


<c 


"Carta. 


Mr.  PR  I  OR' J"  Negotiatio77s,  ^^ 

"  varia,  of  whom  his  Father,  the  Ele- 
**  d:or,  was  to  be  Guardian  and  Adnii- 
*'  niftrator,  till  he  came  of  Age. 

**  IV.  That  the  Dutchy  of  Milan 
"  ihould  be  allotted  to  the  Archduke 
"  Charles,  the  Emperor's  fecond  Son,'' 

This  Treaty  was  to  be  communicated 
to  the  Emperor,  and  the  Eledor  of  Ba^ 
varia,  by  the  King  of  Great  Britain  and 
the  States-General  ;  and  if  they  did  not 
agree  to  it,  then  the  Portion  of  the  Party 
not  agreeing,  fhould  remain  in  Sequeftra- 
tion,  till  Things  could  be  accommodated. 
And  in  cafe  the  Eledioral  Prince  of  Ba- 
'uaria  fliould  come  to  inherit  his  Share, 
and  yet  die  before  his  Father,  without 
Iflue,  the  Eledtor  v/as  to  fucceed  him  in 
thofe  Dominions,  and  his  Heir  after  him. 
Likewife  the  Dutchy  of  Milan^  upon  the 
Archduke's  Refufal  of  it,  was  to  be  fe- 
quefter'd,  and  govern'd  by  the  Prince  of 
Vaudemont^  and  after  him  by  his  Son. 

While  the  French  King  was  thus  de-  French  in- 
coying  King  William  into  the  Treaty  trigues  at 
of  Partition,    merely  to  amufe  him  for  of^^S")' 
the  Prefent,    the  Marquis   d*  Har court, 
the  French  Ambaflador  at  Madrid,    was 
labouring  by  all  Manner  of  Means,    to 
pave  the  Way  to  the  Spanijh  Throne  for 
a  Prince  of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,     But 
the  Queen  of  Spain,  who  was  nearly  re- 
lated to  the  King  of  the  Romans,  and  en- 
E  3  tirely 
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tirely   in  the  Intereft  of   the  Houfe  of 
Aujlria,  by  her  Vigilance  fo  circumvented 
his  Inirigues,  that  all  he  could  accompliQi 
for  fome  time,    was  to  engage  Cardinal 
Portocarrero   in    the  Intereft   of  France. 
However,  in  the  mean  time,    the  French 
Arengthened  themfelves  in  the  North,  by 
a  Treaty  with  the  Crown  of  Sweden  ;  and 
60,000  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty's 
beft  Troops  were  marched  to  the  Fron- 
tiers of  Catalonia  ana  Navarre.     Ships  of 
War,    likewife,    and  GriUies,    were  fent 
into   feveral   Ports    of    Spain.      A   great 
Camp  was  formed  at  Compeigne^    under 
the  Pretence  of  inftrudting  the  Duke  of 
"Burgundy  in  the  Art  of  War  j  but  defign'd, 
in  reality,    to  make  a   fudden  Irruption, 
upon  the  firfl  Occafion,    into  the  Spanipj 
Netherlands.     From  thef^-  Circumftances, 
and    what    actually   followed    upon  the 
King  of  Spain'?,  Death,    we  may  learn 
how  juft  were  the  Precautions,   and  how 
falutary  the  Counfels,    which    the  Lord 
Somen  laid  before  his  Majefty,    tho'  they 
came  too  late  to  take  Effedt.    But  the 
expedted  Revolution   did  not  happen  im- 
mediately ;  for  the  Recovery  of  the  King 
of  Spain^  beyond  all  Appearance  of  Pro- 
bability,   difpelled  the  Fears  of  one  Party 
for  the  prefcnt,  and  difappointed  the  Hopes 
.  of  the  other. 

King 
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King  William,  at  the  latter  End  of  King  Jr//- 
the  Summer,   made  a  Vifit  to  the  DQke;^";X!' 
of  Zelh,    and,  at  his  Return  to  Loo,   re-  many,  and 
ceived  one  from  the  Duice  of  Bavaria,  PeaceT  * 
v/ho  came  to  pay  his  Acknowledgments  Bimgary. 
for  the  Care  taken  of  him  in  the  Treaty 
of  Partition.      His  Majefty  hkewife,    to 
his  immortal  Honour,    found  Means  to 
put  an  End  to  the  Hungarian  War,  which 
had  lafted  fifteen  Years,  by  fetting  on  foot 
the  Conferences  at  Carlowitz,  which  end- 
ed in  feveral  Treaties  between  the  Impe- 
riali/ls^  the  Ruffians,  the  Poles,  the  Turksy 
and  the  Venetians.     But  arriving  at  Lon- 
don  before  Cbriftmas,    he  opened  a  new 
Parhament,  which  gave  him  a  great  deal 
of  Mortification,     They  obUged  him  to  j^  ^^^^^, 
reduce  his  Army,    both  in  Rngland  and  fied  at 
Ireland,     and   to  fend  home  his  Dutch  ^°^^^' 
Guards,    notwithflanding  the  great  Re- 
luctance his  Majefty  exprcfied  on  this  Oc- 
cafion :  And  all  this  at  a  Time  when,    in 
his  Opinion,  *  "  there  was  great  Hazard  in 
**  breaking  fuch  aNumber  of  the  Troops". 
It  might  well  be  fuppofed  indeed,  that 
neither  the   Parliament,   nor  the  Privy- 
Council,    faw  fo   much   of  the   prefent 
Danger    as   his  Majefty  ;    becaufe,    for 
Reafons  then  fubfifling,  he  made  the  Par- 
tition Treaty  a  Secret  to  them  both:  Yet 

*  See  his  Speech  at  paffing  the  Bill  1699- 

E  4  they 
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they  could  not  but  apprehend  the  Power 
of  France^  in  cafe  of  the  King  of  Spain  s 
Demifc  though  they  did  not  think  proper 
to  fliew  it  any  Regard. 
Farther  The  next  Summer  his  Majefly,  ac- 
r'^hisSl  ^'^^^^"g  ^^  Cuftom,  went  to  Holland^  and 
liament.  refided  there  till  near  the  Time  of  Par- 
liament. Upon  his  Return  he  found  this, 
as  well  as  the  preceding,  a  very  trouble- 
fome  Seffion.  They  refumed  the  Grants 
which  his  Majefty  had  made  of  the  Irifl:} 
forfeited  Eftates,  and  tack'd  the  Bill  for 
this  Pvefumption  to  that  for  the  yearly 
Supply.  They  concerted  an  Addrefs, 
praying,  *'  That  John  Lord  Somers, 
*'  Lord  Chancellor  of  England^  Ihould  be 
**  removed  for-ever  from  his  Majefty's 
*'  Prefence  and  Councils" ;  and  though 
this  paiTed  in  tlie  Negative,  on  Account 
of  Lord  Somers'^  great  Services  and  ac- 
knowledged Merit,  yet  they  came  to  a 
Refolution,  *'  That  an  Addrefs  be  made 
'*  to  his  Majefly,  that  no  Perfon  who  was 
"  not  a  Native  of  his  Dominions,  ex- 
"  cept  his  Royal  Highnefs  Prince  George 
**  of  Denmark^  be  admitted  to  his  Ma- 
■'  jelly's  Councils  in  England  or  Ireland'^'*, 
This  was  levell'd  chiefly  at  the  two  Fa- 
vourites, the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Al- 
bemarle^ who  had  been  fucceffively 
thought  too  powerful  in  Council:  And 
the  King  had  no  other  Way  to  avoid  its 

being 


Mr,  P  R I  O  R'  j-  Negotiations.  5  7 

being  prefented,  but  by  going  fuddenly 
to  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  paffing  the  Bills 
that  were  ready,  and  putting  an  End  to 
the  Seffion. 

The  firft  Partition  Treaty  was  not  long  The  fe- 
in  Force  ;    for  the  Eleaoral  Prince  oi'^^'^^J'^^^;^ 
Bavaria^  appointed  Succeffor  to  the  King  tition. 
of  Spain^  died  during  this  Seffion  of  Par- 
liament.    Hereupon  Lord  Portland^  foon 
after,    began  to  treat  about  a  new  Parti- 
tion, in  Favour  of  the  Archduke  Charles, 
The  Earl  of  Jerfey  was  fent  into  France 
on  this  Occafion,  and  he  and  Lord  Port- 
land were  joined  in  a  Commiffion  by  his 
Majefty,  as  his  Plenipotentiaries,  for  agi- 
tating and  concluding  a  new  Treaty.    The 
Negotiations  were  over  by  the    15th  of  1700, 
March  (though  the  Prince  died  but  on 
the  6th  of  February)  and  a  Treaty  was 
that  Day  ligned  between  the  Fnglifi  and 
Dutch  on  the  one  Part,    and  the  French 
on  the  other.     The  Conditions  of  it  were, 

"  L  That  Spain,  Flanders,  and  the 
"  Weft-Indies,  which  by  the  former  Trea- 
"  ty  had  been  allotted  to  the  Prince  of 
"  Bavaria,  fhould  devolve  to  the  Arch- 
"  duke  Charles,  the  Emperor's  Second 
"  Son. 

"  IL  That  Naples  and  Sicily,  with 
**  the  reft  of  the  Spanift?  Provinces  on 
!^  the  Coaft  of  Italy,  as  like  wife  the  Pro- 

*'  vince 
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"  vince  of  Giiipufcoa,  fhould  be  affigned 
"  to  the  Dauphin. 

*  *  III.  That  Lor  rain  fliould  be  annexed 
*'  to  France,  the  Dutchy  of  Milan  be 
"  conferred  on  the  Duke  of  JLorrain^ 
"  and  the  County  of  Biifche  on  the  Prince 
*'  of  Vaudemonf'*. 

The  Plan  of  this  new  Treaty,  in  Cafe 
the  former  became  infufficient,  had  been 
formed  before  the  End  of  the  preceding 
Year ;  and  the  Court  oi Madrid,  it  appears, 
fufpeded  fomewhat  of  this  Nature.     His 
CathoUck  Majefty,     fo   early   as  Avgiifl 
1699,    did  not  fail  to  remonflrate  agamft 
the  Diviiion  of  his  Dominions  in  his  Life- 
Time:  And  the  following  Paper,  written 
in  Spanipj,    was  prefented  on  this  Occa- 
iion  to  Mr.  Stanhope^  the  EngHPj  Minifter 
at  the  Court  of  Spain,    by  Don  Antonio 
de  Vbilla,  Secretary  of  the  Dijpacho  JJni- 
verfai. 
Memorial      *'    Don  Antonio   de  Vbilla   kiiTes  the 
ofthe%-  "  Iriznds  of  Don  Alexander  Stanhope,  En- 
UTv.^"^'^'  voy   Extraordinary    of    his  Britannic 
*'  Majeftv,  and  lets  him  know,  that  the 
*•"  King  his  Mafter  having  been  frequently 
"  informed  by  his  Miniflers  in  the  North, 
**  of  the  ftrong  Informations,    and  even 
"  evident  Proofs,     which  they  have  by 
"  different  Advices  and  Accidents,    that 
^^  the  Engli/h,    Hollanders^    and  French^ 

in 


Mr.  PRIOR' J  Negotiations.  59 

^*  in  Confequence  of  what  was  laft  Year 

«*  concluded  and  ftipulated  at  Loo,    are 

"  now  again  forming  new  Treaties  for 

*'  the  Succeffion  to  this  Crown,   and  for 

"  the  dividing  of  it ;  which  Notices  have 

"  been  corroborated  by  other  Ways,    {o 

**  that  they  are  pubHc  over  all  Europe ; 

*^  it  would  be  againfl  hisDignity  to  diffem- 

"  ble,  and  take  no  Notice  of  them.   The  » 

**  King  his  Mafter  thinks  it  inexcufable 

'^  not  to  oppofe  what  might  produce  fuch 

"  irreparable  Inconveniences,   if  it  came 

*'  to  be  put  in  Execution  j  and  has  ordered 

''  his  Minifters  in  the  Courts  of  France^ 

"  England^  and  Holland^  to  make  known 

"  to  thofe  Princes  and  Governments,  the 

«'  juft  Sentiments  hisMajcfty  has  of  thofe 

''  Advices,  never  heard  of  before  in  the 

'^  Life  of  any  King-,    and  more  impro- 

•^  per  in  that  of  his  Majefty,  which  con- 

"  fifting  at  prefent(by  the  divine  Mercy, 

"  and  for  oar  Happinefs)  in  only  thirty- 

*'  eight  Years   of  Age,    we  may  natu- 

«^  rally  promife  ourfelves,   and  eipecially 

'^  from  the  mofl:  high  Providence,    that 

**  he  may  give  his  Majefty  the  important 

*'  Succeffion   which   we  hope  for  fiom 

*'  him,    by  the  affedionate  Prayers  and 

*'  Votes  of  his  Vaffals  j    it  caufing  a  juft 

"  Wonder  and  Grief,    that   they  doubt 

**  before-hand  of  fo  great  a  Poffibility, 

♦'  by  Reafon  of  any  Opinions  taken  up 

*'  from 
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"  from  the  flight  Complaints,  and  the 
*'  Affli(Ction  of  his  Kingdoms  and  Sub^ 
'*  jedts,  and  the  Impreffions  that  feem  to 
"  difturb  the  great  Tranquillity  which  we 
"  now  enjoy:  When,  on  the  other  Hand, 
*'  it  is  not  to  be  believed  from  the  righ- 
"  teous  and  pious  Mind  of  his  Majelly, 
"  that  he  lives  fo  unmindful  of  his  Ob- 
"  ligation,  and  values  fo  little  the  Love 
*^  and  Security  of  his  Vaffals,  that  if 
*'  God  (by  his  occult  and  fovereign  Judg-- 
*'  ments)  would  chaftife  us,  by  taking 
"  away  his  Life  (which  we  hope  he  will 
*'  not  fuffer)  without  granting  him  the. 
*'  Benefit  of  a  Succeffion,  his  Affairs  will 
"  be  left  without  a  due  Reflection  on 
"  what  is  moft  juft,  and  moft  important 
**  for  the  public  Tranquillity,  and  fo  that 
*'  no  Body  fhall  be  able  to  find  fault  with 
*'  his  Juflicenor  hisForefight.  For  which 
'"  Reafons,  his  Majefly  has  ordered  his 
*'  aforefaid  Minifters  to  make  Inftances, 
and  ufe  their  Diligence  to  cut  off  thefe 
Negotiations  j  weighing  the  ill  Effeds 
which  they  now  produce,  and  what 
their  Continuance  may  produce.  And 
that  the  Complaint  of  his  Majefly,  and 
*'  the  Orders  he  gives  to  his  Miniflers 
"  abroad,  to  notify  to  the  Princes  at 
"  whofe  Courts  they  refide,  may  be  at  the 
*'  fame  Time  made  public  ;  he  has  lately 
"  ordered,  that  it  be  made  known  to  the 

*'  Miniflers 
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"  Minifters  here :  For  this  Reafon  does 
**  Don  Antonio  de  Ubilla  communicate  it 
"  to  Don  Alexander  Stanhope,  by  order 
"  of  his  Mafter,  that  he  may  alfo  give 
"  Notice  to  his  Britannic  Majefly,  affift- 
"  ing  with  his  prudent  Reprefentations 
*^  this  juft  and  honeft  Purpofe  5  that  fo 
"  the  univerlal  Quiet  may  be  maintain'd, 
**  and  that  he  may  quit  the  Scandal  of 
**  this  Negotiation,  which  it  is  feared  will 
*'  be  an  unhappy  Motive  of  kindling  the 
**  voracious  Flame  of  a  new  War;  which 
"  being  once  lighted,  will  be  difficult  to 
'*  be  extingui(hed,  either  by  the  greateft 
**  Force,  or  the  moft  dextrous  and  power- 
'*  ful  Mediation:  And  he  remains  obedient 
**  to  Don  Alexa7ider  Stanhope  with  all 
"  Affedtion". 

Agreeably  to  what  is  mentioned  in  this 
Paper,  a  Remonflrance  in  French  was 
prefented  to  the  Lords  Juftices  in  England 
on  the  fame  Flead,  by  the  Marquis  de 
Canales^  AmbaiTador  from  the  King  of 
Spain.  The  Tranllation  of  it  has  been 
thus  printed : 

"    That  his  Catholick  Majefty    ha v- The  5/^-^ 
"  ing  been  informed  by  evident  Proofs,  ^^/^"^r^ 
"  that  his  Majefty  King  William,    theRemon-" 
"  Hollanders^    and  other  Powers  (in  con- ^^*^'^^- 
*'  fequence   of  what  they  have    treated 
*'  and  itipulated  laft  Year  at  Loo)  are  now 
**  at  this  Time  a<fiually   hatching  new 

'*  Treaties 
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"  Treaties  for  the  Succeffion  to  the  Crown 
*'  of  Spain,  and  (what  is  moft  deteftable) 
"  contriving  itsDivifion  and  Repartition; 
"  His  Majefty  orders  his  Extraordinary 
"  EmbaiTador  refiding  in  this  Kingdom 
**  to  make  known  to  the  firft  Lords  and 
*'  Minifters  of  Evglajidy  the  jufl  Refent- 
*'  ment  which  his  Majefty  has  againft 
''  thele  Proceedings  and  Operations,  ne- 
**  ver  before  feen,  nor  ever  attempted  to 
'*  be  treated  of  by  any  Nation  in  Regard 
*'  to  the  Interefl  of  another;  and  flill 
*'  lefs,  during  the  Life  of  a  Monarch, 
"  who  is  of  fo  fit  an  Age  to  have  rea- 
"  fon  to  hope  (for  many  Years)  a  Sue- 
**  celTion  fo  much  wi£hed  for  by  all  Na- 
*'  tions;  who,  without  a  deteftable  Ava- 
*'  rice,  could  not  be  provok'd  to  ufurp 
"  and  over-turn  another  Prince's  Country. 

"  That  if  this  was  permitted,  and 
"  was  not  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Na- 
**  ture,  no  Nation  nor  Dominion  could 
**  be  fafe  againft  the  Machinations  and 
"  Deceits  of  the  Strongeft  and  moft  Ma- 
*'  licious  ;  whereas  Reafon,  and  not 
"  Force,  confines  Nations. 

*'  That  if  it  was  permitted  to  Stran- 
*'  gers  to  take  Notice,  and  to  put  their 
"  Hands  into  the  Lines  of  Succeflion  of 
"  Kings  and  Sovereigns,  there  would  be 
*'  no  Statutes  nor  municipal  Laws  to  be 
*'  obferved  in  the  one,  nor  in  the  others 

"  nor 


Mr.  PRIOR'^  Negotiations.  63 

*^  nor  could  any  be  free  from  the  At- 
**  tempts  of  others,  and  the  Crown  of 
"  England  lefs  than  any. 

*'  That  if  we  lie  watching  the  Indifpofi- 
"  tions  of  Sovereigns,  no  Health  would  be 
**  conftant,  no  Life  fafe,  while  the  one 
*'  and  the  other  depend  on  the  Hand  of 
*'  the  Almighty,  who  regulates  Life, 
"  Death,  and  Empires. 

"  That  the  Impreffions  which  one 
"  Kingdom  makes  upon  the  other,  to 
"  tempt  the  Faith  of  the  Subjedts,  and 
"  to  excite  their  Minds  to  a  Rifing,  are  an 
"  Offence,  and  but  a  Degree  lefs  than  the 
**  betraying  she  good  Faith  which  ought 
"  to  be  obferved  among  Chriftians,  and 
*'  more  particularly  among  Allies  and 
*'  Friends. 

"  That  we  ought  not  to  prefume  that 
"  any  Prince,  or  Nation,  and  ftill  lefs 
*'  the  King  of  the  Spanifl:)  Nation,  is  (o 
"  negligent,  as  not  to  take  jafl  Meafures 
**  againlt  Accidents  that  may  happen  when 
*'  lead  thought  of,  to  fecare  the  public 
*'  Peace,  and  the  Repole  of  Europe^ 
*'  which  has  been  tr.e  Aim  of  the  King- 
*'  dom  and  the  Nation  for  fo  many  Ages, 
*'  as  it  is  now  and  will  always  be. 

*'  That  if  thefe  Proceedings,  thefeMa- 
"  chinations  and  Projed;s  are  not  quickly 
"  put  a  Stop  to,  we  ihal!,  wi'.hout  doubt, 
*'  iee  a  dire  and  univsrfal  War  over  ail  Eu- 

'*  ro-he. 
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**  rope^    difficult  to  ftop  even  when  we 
"  are  willing,     and    mofi:   fenfible  and 
"  prejudicial    to    the    Englijh    Nation, 
"  which  has  newly  tried  and  felt  what 
"  Novelties,    and  the  laft  War  have  coft 
"  them.      This  Matter  is  fo  worthy  of 
**  Refledion  and  Confideration,    that  it 
"  is  not  doubted  but  it  will  be  own'd  as 
"  fuch  by  the  Parliament,    the  Nobility, 
"  and  all  the  Englifi  Nation,  which  has 
"  always  been  fo  full  of  Fore  fight  into 
"  the  prefent  and  future  Times. 

"  The  fame  Nation  mufl  confider  its 
"  particular  Interefts,  the  Trade  and  the 
"  Treaties,  which  fhe  principally  has  with 
*'  the  King  and  the  Spanifi  Nation ;  the 
^'  Alteration,  the  Divifion,  and  Separa- 
'*  tion  of  which,  would  of  Neccffity 
"  draw  after  it  confiderable  Prejudices  and 
"  Damages ;  and  all  this  is  prevented  by 
*'  cutting  fiiort  the  Proje(fl:  that  is  begun, 
"  and  not  to  help  on  Novelties,  that 
*'  have  from  all  Times  been  hurtful  to 
"  Empires  and  Sovereignties. 

"  That  the  Extraordinary  AmbafTador 
"  of  Spam  will  manifeft  to  the  Parlia- 
*'  ment,  when  it  (hail  be  alTembled,  the 
'*  juft  Refentment  which  he  now  ex- 
^'  preiies,  as  his  Mafter  has  caufed  it  to 
*^  be  notified  to  all  the  public  Minifters 
"  of  the  Kings,  Princes,  and  Republics, 
"  that  refide  at  the  Court  of  Madrid'*. 

In 
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In  anfwer  to  this  Memorial,  Mr.  Se- 
cretary Vernon^  by  his  Majefty's  Order, 
wrote  a  Paper  in  French  to  the  SpaniJJj 
AmbafTador,  which  was  dated  the  30th 
oi  September  1699,  and  is  thus  tranflated. 

*  His  Majefty  having  feen  the  Paper  Secretary 
which  the  Secretary  of  the  Embafly  of  p^'^''^'''^ 
Spain  has  lately  delivered,  by  order  of 
your  Excellency,  to  feveral  of  the  Lords 
Juftices  of  the  Kingdom ;  His  Majefty 
has  found  the  Contents  (o  infolent  and 
feditious,  that  in  Refentment  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a  Proceeding,  and  which 
can  by  no  Means  be  juftified  by  the 
Law  of  Nations,  He  orders  that  you 
go  out  of  his  Dominions  precifely  in 
eighteen  Days,  to  be  counted  from  this 
Notification,  and  that  you  keep  in  your 
Houfe,  without  going  out  of  the  Li- 
mits of  it,  till  your  Departure.  I  am 
alfo  commanded  to  let  you  know,  that 
thefe  are  the  Orders  of  His  Majefty,  that 
no  Writing  be  any  more  received  from 
you,  nor  any  of  your  Domefticks'. 
His  Excellency  Mr.  Stanhope  alfo  pre- 
fen  ted  a  Memorial  to  Don  Anto?iio  de 
Vbilla^  containing  a  Complaint  of  the 
Marquis  deCanaies's  Proceedings.  It  was 
ddiVtiQd Sit  theEJcurial Nov.  3.N.S.  1699. 
and  is  thus  rendered  into  EjigliJJ:). 

'  Don  Alexander  Stanhope^  Envoy  Ex-  Mr.  Stan- 
'  traordinarv  of  the  King  oi Great  Britain,  ^'^^>^^' 
.    '  F  '  kiiTes 
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*  kliTes  the   Hands  of  Don  Antonio  de 

<  Ubilla^  and  fays  that  he  has  Orders  from 

*  the  King  his  Mafter,    immediately  to 

*  convey  to  the  Royal  Knowledge  of  his 
'  Catholick  Majefly,    the  juft  Motive  of 

<  Complaint  given  him  by  a  Paper,  which 

*  the  Secretary  of  the  Marquis  de  Canales, 
^  by  Order   of  his  Mafter,    delivered  to 

*  the  Lords  Juftices  of  Ejtgland  in  Lon^ 
^  don^   of  which  the  adjoined  is  a  true 

<  Copy,    and   from  whole  Contents,    be- 

<  fides  the  rude  and  provoking  Language, 
'  it  is  manifeft  the  Defign  of  it  was  to 
'  ftir  up  Sedition  in  his  Kingdoms,  by 
'  appealing  to  the  Parliament  and  People 
^  of  England  againft  His  Majefty  ;  which 

*  is  to  own  them  Superiors  to  the  Royal 
'  Perfon,    than    which   nothing  can    be 

*  more  abfurd,    and  contrary  to  the  Con- 

*  ftitution  of  the  Government  oi England; 
^  and  is  what  the  faid  Marquis  de  Canales, 

<  Ambaflador  from  his  Catholic  Majefty, 

*  neither  ought,  nor  could  be  ignorant  of, 
'  after    fo   many  Years  Reildence   in  it. 

*  Notwithftanding  which,    the  Paper  is 

*  full  of  contumelious  Language  to  His 

*  Majefty's  Perfon,    making  Ufe  of  feve- 

*  ral  Artifices,  of  Iniinuations  and  Threats, 

*  purpofely  to  breed  a  Mifunderftanding 

*  and  DilTention  between  His  Majefty  and 

*  His  Subjeds  j   an  Attempt,    which  no 

*  fovereign  Prince  can  tolerate  in  His  Do- 

*  minions: 
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minions :  And  therefore  the  King  of 
Great  Britainy  his  Mafter,  found  him- 
felf  neceffitated  to  cut  ofF  fhorr,  as 
foon  as  poffible,  a  Mifchief,  which  by 
the  Induftry  of  the  Marquis,  went  on 
fpreading  itfelf  daily,  by  ordering  he 
^ould  be  requiredto  go  out  of  His  King- 
doms: And,  finally,  the  faid  Paper 
being,  iboth  in  its  Expreflions  and 
Subllar  ^c,  by  its  Example,  afFrontive  to 
the  Majefty  and  Sacrednefs  of  all  Kings, 
;he  King  of  Great  Britain,  his  Mafter, 
does  not  believe  it  poffible  that  the  Mar- 
quis writ  or  publifhed  it  by  Order  of 
his  Catholic  Majefty  j  but  on  the  con- 
trary, perfuades  himfelf,  that  this  his 
Refentment  will  be  much  to  his  Royal 
Satisfadion,  as  made  for  the  common 
Caule  of  all  Kings:  And  Don  jHexan- 
der  Stanhope  hopes,  that  Don  Antonio 
Ubilla  will  pafs  all  this  to  the  Royal 
Knowledge  of  his  Catholic  Majefty; 
remaining  Don  Antonio^  moft  humble 

and  affedlionate  Servant'. 

Such  an  Indignity    offered  by   a  Fo-  Remarks 
reign  AmbafTador,  to  the  Court  at  which  on  thefe 
he  refided,  would  no  doubt  have  met  with  ^^^^*' 
a  like  Return  from  any  Sovereign  in  Eu- 
rope,  how  well-founded  foever  the  Allega- 
tions it  was  built  on  might  really  be.  There 
is   no  Room   however  to  queftion,    but 
jnany  Perfons  about  His  Mnjefty,    efpeci- 
F  2  •        '  ally 
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ally  thofe  who  afterwards  joined  in  pro- 
fecuting  the  Advifers  of  this  arbitrary 
Agreement,  were  fatisfied  in  their  Minds, 
that  the  Spa7iijh  Complaints,  the'  a  little 
too  roughly  delivered,  were  not  without 
Reafon.  I  mention  this  to  juftify  the  in- 
ferting  them  here,  and  to  {hew  how  far 
they  may  ferve  for  a  Vindication  of  Mr. 
Prior,  and  the  other  Patriots  who  car- 
ried on  that  Profeculion,  and  who  perhaps, 
by  many,  may  be  thought  to  have  ad:ed 
a  little  inconfiftently  in  that  AtFair. 

But  the  Partition  is  no  where  painted 
in  fuch  lively  Colours,  nor  the  Artifices  of 
the  French  Court,  in  all  her  Negotiations 
about  this  Time,  more  fully  detected  and 
expofed,  than  in  a  Pamphlet  that  was  pub- 
lifhed  the  fame  Year  at  Vienna^  and  imme- 
diately after  tranflated  into  Englijh,  under 
the  Title  of  The  Fable  of  the  LioTi's  ^^mre 
'Dcrijled^  in  the  pretended  partition  of  the 
Spanifh   Monarchy.      Whoever   was   the 
Author  of  it,    there  is  no  doubt  but  the 
Senle  of  the  Imperial  Court,    as  well  as 
of  many  neutral  Powers,  is  given  therein. 
I  fliall  therefore  make  from  it  a  very  con- 
fiderable  Extiadt,    that  the  Reader  may 
know  what  thofe  Arguments  were,  which 
induced   not  only  moft  of  the  Courts  in 
Europe^  but  many  Subjeifts  oi  Great  Bri^ 
tain,  otherwife  well-afteded,  to  difapprove 
the  Condud:  of  His  5nV^,Wr  Majcfty. 

''  When 
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*  When  the  French  Court  exprefs'd  fo  Dcfign  of 
much  Zeal  for  the  Peace  of  Rv/wick,  ^XV"" 
during  the  higheft  Profperity  of  their  the  Peace 
Arms,    'twas  eafy  to  forefee  that  they  ^\^^^' 
were  meditating  other  Conquers  under 
the  Favour  of  that  Peace,  which  fhould 
be  lefs  expenlive,    and  of  more  Impor- 
tance than  any  they  could  promife  to 
themfelves  by  continuing  the  War:  For 
to  prefume  they  adled  by  a  Motive  of 
Charity,    to  give  Peace  to  Chrijiendom^ 
as  they  would  have  us  believe,    is  alto- 
gether inconiiftent  with  their  preceding 
Conduct.— They  were  well  informed,  that 
E?7gla?id  and  the  United  Provinces  were 
much  exhaufted ;  and  that  theEmperor, 
having  borne  the  Weight  of  the  Tiirkiffi 
War  for  fourteen  Years,  was  no  longer 
able  to  maintain  his  Troops  upon  the 
Rhine,     They  had  put  an  End  to  the 
moft  troublefome  and  expenfive  Part  of 
the  War,  by  an  Agreement  with  Savoy: 
Yet  they  were  refolved  to  have  a  Peace ; 
they   prefs'd  it  vehemently,    and  con- 
cluded one  with  Difadvantage.     They 
had  already  bought  a  Peace  from  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  by  reftoring  Pignerol^ 
in  hopes  that  his   Separation  from  the 
Confederates,  would  facilitate  the  gene- 
ral one  j  and  in  this  they  racrificed  their 
Ally  King  James,  who  had  put  himfelf 
under  their  Proredion,  to  their  common 
F  3  ^  Enemy 
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*  Enemy  King  William,    with  whom 

*  they  enter'd  into  private  Meafures  for 
'  a  ftridter  Alliance ;  by  virtue  of  which, 

*  the  undoubted  Right  of  the  Emperor 
'  and  his  Male  Line,  to  the  Succeffion  of 
'  Spain ^   was  to  be  facrificed  in  Requital, 

*  as  appear'd  foon  after. 

*  That  the  Peace  was  difadvantageous  to 

*  the  French^  is  evident  by  the  Obliga- 
*■  tlon  they  were  under  to  reftore  fo  many 
^  Places  of  Importance,  which  had  coft 
'  vaft  Sums  of  Money  to  take  and  fortify ; 
^  bclides  others  that  were  to  be  demoliih'd, 

*  to  the  great  Weakening  of  their  Fron- 
'  tiers.  But  the  vafl  Defigns  they  had 
'  formed,     deferved    all   thefe  Sacrifices. 

*  The  Catholic  King  was  in  fuch  a  lan- 
^  guifhing  Condition,  as  might  carry  him 
'  every  Hour  to  the  Grave  ;  and  they  had 

*  his  Succeffion  in  View.  The  Continua- 
^  tion  of  the  War  would  have  kept  the 

«  England^  two  great  *  Maritime  Powers  united  to 
and  Hoi-  i  ^i^g  Emperor  and  the  King  of  Spai?t^ 
'  by  virtue  of  their  Alliance  j  which  was 

*  fo   prejudicial  to  France,    and  yet  no 

*  Way  10  be  diflblved  but  by  a  Peace,  fo 
^  that  it   became  abfolutely  necefldry  to 

*  make  one.  The  Conferences  of  the 
'  Marefchal  de  Boufflers,  with  the  Earl  of 
'^  Portland,  the  EmbafTy  of  the  Earl  to 
'  France^  and  the  extraordinary  Honours 
^  done  him  there,  were  the  Fore-runners 

^  of 
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of  the  Difiblution  of  the  Confederacy, 
and  of  the  Meafures  taken  between  the 
French  Court  and  thofe  Powers,  to  fe- 
cure  the  Succeffion  oi  Spain  to  the  Elec- 
toral Prince  of  Bavaria. 
'  This  Expedient,  however  unjuft,  Defign  of 
feemed  to  the  two  confederated  Nations,  fT'^  ^^ 

1     •  1  declaring 

the  molt  proper  Means  to  bring  them  for  the  E- 
ouc  of  an  expenfive  War  with  Honour,  leftor^i 
and  at  the  fame  Time  to  prevent  the  Bavaria. 
French  from  feizing  the  Succeffion  of 
Spain.  But  on  the  other  Side,  it  was 
favourable  to  France^  by  depriving  the 
Emperof  of  his  Right,  and  putting  the 
French  King  into  a  Conditiou  to  appro- 
priate to  himfelf,  under  the  Name  of 
the  Eled:oral  Prince,  whatever  he  {hould 
think  convenient.  Suitable  to  this  View,  it 
could  not  but  be  advantageous  to  France 
to  difarm  her  Enemies,  which  was  to 
be  the  firfl  Fruits  of  the  Peace.  For 
they  were  fure  the  FngUfi  Nation  would 
never  fufFer  their  King  to  keep  up  an 
Army  without  Neceflity  j  and  that  the 
United  Provinces  would,  upon  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  Treaty,  reduce  their 
Troops,  and  apply  themfelves  to  the 
Re-eftablifhment  of  their  Trade.  And 
as  to  the  German  Princes,  they  prefum'd, 
that  when  they  fhould  find  themfelves 
depriv'd  of  the  Supplies  they  ufed  to 
receive  from  thofe  Nations,  and  of  the 
F  4  '  Winter- 
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*  Winter-quarters  which  were  affigned 
'them  by  the  Emperor,  they  would  dif- 
'  arm  alfo.      Thus  the  French  alone  re- 

*  maining  in  Arms,  and,  by  Means  of  the 
'  Peace,  being  furnifhed  with  fufficient 
'  Opportunities  of  embroiling  Affairs  in 

*  Spain,     Germany,    England,     and    the 

*  North,  would  find  no  Difficulty  in  the 

*  Execution  of  their  great  Defigns,  upon 
'  the  Death  of  the  King  of  Spain,  which 
« they  thought  near  at  Hand.  The  Dif- 
«  arming  Succeeded  to  their  Expectation  ; 

<  and  in  lefs  than  fix  Months  they  faw 
«  their  Enemies  out  of  a  Condition  to  hurt 
«  them  J  which  made  them  raife  their 
«=  Thoughts  to  higher  Things  than  they 
«  had  before  projected.     To  make  the  beft 

*  Ufe  therefore  of  this  favourable  Con- 
« juncture,  after  they  had  broken  a  few 

<  ufelefs  Troops,  and  fent  home  the  Mi- 
'  litia,    which  they    could  raile  again  at 

*  Pleafure,  they  marched  the  befi  of  their 

*  Troops  towards  the  Pyrenees,  fitted  out 
«  Fleets  of  Ships  and  Gallies  to  cruize 
'  upon  the  Coafts  of  Spain  and  Italy,  and 

*  convey'd  Men,  difguis'd  like  Spaniards, 
«  into  the  City  of  Madrid,  to  afiift  their 
^  Ambaffador,  who  by  his  Intrigues  had 
^  already  put  that  Court  into  the  utmoft 

*  Confufion, 


la 


Mr*  P  R I  O  R' J  Negotiations,  73 

/?«  In  this  Pofture  of  Affairs  the  Catho- 

*  lick  King  recovers,  almoft  miraculoully ; 

*  which,    with  the  Difporition  that  ap- 
'  pear*d  towards  the  fpeedy  Conclufion  of 

*  a  Truce  between  the  Emperor  and  the 

*  Turks^  made  the  Court  of  France  flacken 
'  its  Pace,  left  his  Catholick  Majefty  (who 

*  had  conftantly  refufed  to  declare  him- 
'  felf  in  Favour  of  the  Eledloral  Prince) 

<  fhould  enter  into  Meafures  with  the  Em- 
«  peror,    armed  and  victorious,    to  bring 

*  the  Archduke  Charles  into  Spain :  There- 
^  fore,    fince  they  could  not  flatter  them- 

*  felves  any  longer  with  the  Hopes  of  ob- 
'  raining  their  Ends  without  the  Affiftance 

*  of  England  and  HoUajid  (who  had  en- 

*  gaged  no  farther  than  for  the  Eledoral 

<  Prince)  they  entered  into  a  Negotiation 

*  with  them  upon  that  Projedl ;  and  co- 

*  vering  their  Ambition  under  the  fpecious 
'  Pretence    of    the   publick   Good,    and 

*  Prefervation  of  Peace,  were  compaffing 
'  their  main  Defign  by  oblique  and  indi- 

*  re<a  Ways  and  Methods, 

'  'Tis  evident,    that   by  engaging  the 

*  two  Maritime  Powers,    and  the  Eledor 
^  of  Bavaria,  to  fecure  the  Succefiion  of 

Spain  to  the  Ele(ftoral  Prince,  they 
^  fhould  acSlually  embroil  them  with  the 
'  Emperor,  whofe  Power  by  that  Means 
^  would  be  fo  diminidied,  that  either  lie 
J  wpuld  be  obliged  to  treat  privately  with 

^  FrfiUCf 
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*  France  upon  fuch  Terms  as  he  could 
'  get ;  or  elfe,  under  Pretence  of  putting 
« the  Eledoral  Prince  into  PofTeffion,  they 
'  themfelves  would  feize  into  their  Hands 
« j^ll  the  befl  Places,  in  order  to  leave  him 

*  only  what  they  pleafed. 

*  The  Council  of  Spain,  feeing  the 
'  Emperor  difabled  by  this  League  from 
'  maintaining  his  Right  by  Arms,     and 

*  juftly  fearing  their  Monarchy  would  be 
'  difmember'd,  could  no  Way  avoid  to 

*  admit  the  Eled:oral  Prince,  and  fo  fall 
^  into  the  Snare  laid  for  them. 

'  Moft  of  the  States  of  Europe,  intereft- 
'  ing  themfelves  no  farther  than  to  pre- 
"vent  the  Union  of  the  .S/>^«//^  Monarchy 
^  to  that  of  France^  would  entertain  lefs 
^  Jealoufy  of  the  PofTeffion  they  fliould 
^  take  in  the  Name  of  the  Electoral  Prince. 
"  And  thus,  when  they  had  ported  them- 
^  felves  in  Spain  and  Italy,  either  a  new 
'  War  muft  be  made  to  drive  them  out 

*  again,    or  they  muft  have  had,    by  an 

*  Agreement  prejudicial  to  all  Europe, 
^  whatever  they  ihould  think  convenient 

*  for  themfelves,  in  order  to  fave  the  Reft 

*  for  that  Prince :   And  for  this  they  had 

*  made  early  Provifion  j    for  we  now  cer- 

*  tainly  know  that  they  had  already  fti- 
'  pulated  with  the  Eledor  of  Bavaria, 
'"  that  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 

'  which 
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*  which  they  have  fo  long  coveted,  fhould 
'  be  yielded  to  them. 

'  If  the  SpaJtiards  and  Maritime  Powers 

*  fhould  acknowledge  the  Prince  Eledio- 
'  ral's  Right  to  the  Crown  of  Spain^  not- 

*  withftanding  the  Archdutchefs  his  Mo- 
'  ther's  Renunciation  of  all  her  Rights  to 

*  the  Spanifi  Monarchy,  which  was  made 

*  after  the  moft  folemn  Manner,  in  Fa- 
<  vour  of  the  Emperor  and  his  Deicendants 

*  of  the  Male  Line  j  this  would  be  to 
'  create  a  Title  in  the  French,    to  be  dif- 

*  puted  hereafter  with  that  Prince,  under 
'  the  Name  of  the  Dauphin,  reprefenting 
'  the  eldeft  Daughter  of  P/6///^IVj  wherc- 
'  as  the  Elecftorai  Prince  reprefented  only 

*  the  Younger :  The  Renunciation  of  the 
'  Queen,  Mother  of  the  Dauphin,  as  the 

*  French  would  have  given  out,  being  of 

*  no  more  force  againft  him,  than  that  of 
«  the  Archdutchefs  againft  her  Son. 

*  The  Death  of  the  Eledoral  Prince, 
'  which  happened  in  the  midft  of  thefe 

*  noble  Projects,  caft  the  French  and  their 

*  Allies  into  new  Perplexities,  The  moft 
<  Chriflian  King  was  fully  convinced,  that 

*  if  he  pretended  to  the  whole  Succeffion 
<■  of  Spain,  in  order  to  incorporate  thofe 
«  Dominions  with   his  own   Crown,    he 

*  iliould  arm  all  Europe  againft  himfelf, 

*  And  if  he  pretended  to  obtain  it  fepa- 

*  rate  and  independant  for   one  of   his 

'  Grande 
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'  Grandfons,  his  Allies  would  not  fail  to 
'  oppofe  him  privately ;    and  by  corref- 

*  ponding  fecretly  with  the  Emperor  and 

*  Catholick  King,  be  enabled  to  deftroy 
'  the  Foundation  of  his  Hopes.  Thefe 
'  Confiderations  moved  him  to  propofe 
'  feveral  Expedients,  to  diffipate  their  Suf- 
'  picions ;  whilft  his  AmbafTador  at  Ma- 
'  drid  endeavoured  to  perfuade  the  Spa- 

*  7iiards^  by  all  the  Strength  of  Promifes, 
'  Intrigues,  and  Bribes,  to  admit  one  of 
'  his  Grandfons.     But  the  Catholic  King 

*  and  the  Allies  of  France  expreffing  their 

*  Averfion  to  this  Project,  he  at  laft  agreed 
^  with  King  William  in  another  Expe- 
'  dient    to  determine    this   great   Affair ; 

*  which  was,  by  Way  of  Provilion,  to 
'  divide  the  Succeffion  of  ^pain  between 
"  the  Dauphin  and  the  Archduke  Charles. 

Defign  of      '  This  Treaty,  tho'  myfterioufly  con- 

riiTTrei"  '  c^sled,    took  Wind,   and  awaken'd  the 

of  Parti-  ^  Sufpicions  of  the  Courts  of  Vienna  and 

tdon.         <  Madrid.     Yet  there  was  fome  Reafon  to 

'doubt;    firli,    becaufe  King  William, 

'  and  two  or  three  Perfons  alone  of   the 

'  greateft  Figure  in  Holland,  were  faid  to 

'  be  concerned  ,  and  then,  a  Fa£t  of  fuch 

^  Enormity  and  Injuftice  wanted  all  Ap- 

'  pearance  of  Probability.     But  the  moil 

*  Chriftian  King,    finding  himfelf  oblig'd 

*  to  maintain  great  Forces,  thatexhaufted 
Miis  Ticaiures,  in  Expeitation  of  a  Suc- 

*-  ceffioa 


Mr.  PRIORI  Negotiations.  77 

*  ceffion  which  the  Recovery  of  the  Ca- 

*  tholie  King  render'd   every   Day  more 

*  uncertain  and  remote ;  and  apprehend- 
'  ing  on  the  other  Hand,  by  Reafon  of 
'  his  great  Age,    that  if  he  fhould  come 

*  to  die  without  finifhing  this  important 

*  Enterprize,  the  Dauphin  might  find  him- 
'  felf  too  weak,  or  of  too  Httle  Credit  to 
'  fuftain  it  with  Succefs,  he  thought  him- 

*  felf  neccffitated  to  put  all  to  Hazard,  by 
'  making  the  Treaty    public,    with   the 

*  Circumftances  which  every  Man  knows; 

'  How  rafli   foever   the  publifhing  of  Reafonsof 

*  this  Treaty  may  feem,  it  cannot  be  faid  P''^»';^  f^^ 

*  to  have  been  refolved   without  mature  ^iJ^ -^^.^^5 

*  Deliberation.     The  State  of  Affairs  in  ty  of  Par- 

*  Europe  was  inviting.     Spain ^  in  the  ut-  '^^^^^'^* 
'  moft  Perplexity  and  Confufion,  lay  un- 

*  der  the  Terror  of  his  Arms,  which 
'  threatened  them  by  Sea  and  Land :  All 
'  their  Places  unprovided,  and  their  Fron- 

*  tiers  open  on  all  Sides:   The  great  Ma- 

*  ritime  Powers,  from  whom  they  ought 

*  to  expe(5t  moft,  difarmed,  and  in  all  Ap- 
'  pearance  brought  over  to  fupport  the 
'  Treaty.  The fe  were  fi;ch  Con fiderations, 
'  as  might  wtll  oblige  the  Spaniards  to 
'  think  the  Admiiiion  of  a  Son  of  France 
'  to  the  Crown  of  Spain,  would  be  a  to- 
if  lerable  Thing  in  the  Danger  they  were 

*  in   of  being  torn  in  Pieces.     And  this 
'  was  prefentiy  perceived  by  ih^French  to  b^ 

'  '  the 
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*  the  worft  that  could  happen.  There 
^  was  a  Party  formed  in  Spain,  to  pro- 
'  mote  this  Admiffion :    For  many  prin- 

*  cipal  Perfons  among  the  Clergy  had  al- 

*  ready  fwallowed  the  Bait,  through  a  vain 

*  Defire  of  Eafe  and  Quiet,    which  they 

*  covered    with  the  fpecious  Pretext   of 

*  Religion.       Poffibly,    there   was   yet  a 

*  greater  Party  among  the  Grandees,    of 

*  whom  one  Part  trembled  at  the  Danger 

*  of  loling  all  by  Refiftance,  and  the  other 
'  was  reduced  by  Hopes  of  reaping  Advan- 

*  tages  from  the  Change.     As  to  the  Em- 

*  peror,  they  faw  him  fufficiently  em- 
'  ploy'd,  in  regulating  his  Frontiers  with 

*  the  Turkj    and   difbanding  Part  of  his 

*  Forces,  in  order  to  recruit  his  Treafures. 

*  So  that  they  thought  themfelves  fecure 
'  from  him;    efpecially  confidering,   that 

*  the  Divilions  which  had  been  formed  in 

*  the  Empire  about  *  the  Ninth  Eledlo- 

*  rate,  together  with  the  Northern  War, 
'  in  which  they  doubted  not  to  engag« 

*  him,  would  in  all  Appearance  put  him 
'  out  of  a  Condition  to  think  of  Things 
'  abroad.     Belides  all  thefe  favourable  Dif- 

*  pofitions,  they  counted  upon  the  good 
^  Fortune  of  their  Monarch,  fo  often  ex- 
'  perienced  in  the  ralheft  Attempts,    and 

*  That  of  Hanover,  erefted  in  1692,  in  Favour' of  his 

late  Majeily's  Father. 

'  the 
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*  the  Talent  of  the  Nation  for  Negotia- 
<  tions  and  Intrigues. 

*  According  to  thefe  promifing  Ideas, 
'  the  French  Court  perfuaded  themfelves, 

*  that  the  Publication  of  the  Treaty  could 

*  not  but  turn  to  their  Advantage.  For 
« the  Emperor,  finding  himfelf  abandon'd 

*  by  his  antient  Allies,  and  not  daring  to 
'  rely  upon  Spain  in  fuch  extreme  Con- 
'  fufion,  would  either  be  forced  to  accept 

*  his  Lot,  rather  than  lofe  all ;    and  then 

*  they  knew  they  fliould  be  Matters  of 
«  every  Thing  in  the  Spanijh  Monarchy 
« that  was  convenient  for  them  at  prefent, 
«  with  certain  Hopes  of   the  reft  after- 

*  wards: — Or,  on  the  contrary,  if  the  Em- 

*  peror  fliould  refufe  to  accept  the  Treaty, 

*  which  they  thought  improbable,    then 

*  they  trufted  to  King  William  and  the 

*  Maritime  Powers,  who  had  engaged  to 
'  fee  the  Conditions  performed,  and  doubt- 

*  ed  not  to  bring  in  divers  other  Princes 

*  and  States  of  Europe, ■ 

'  Under  thefe  aufpicious  Influences,  we  Thelnjuf- 

*  faw  that  Treaty  published,  which  is  now  ^ke,  and 
'  become  the  Scandal  of  all  Eurcpe.     A  f^^^;!''^ 
^Treaty  which  may  be  juftly  called,    not  Partition 
*•  only  a  Confpiracy  againfl  the  Aiijlrian  ^^^^^y- 

*  Family,    but    againfl   the    Liberties  of 

*  Chriftendom'j  diredly  tending  to  enllave 
*-  Mankind  to  the  Houfe  of  France.     This 

*  is  the  Deiign  of  that  Treaty  ^  irregular 
-f'  '  in 
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in  every  Part,  unjuft  in  Subflance,  and 
of  the  moft  dangerous  Confequences  to 
all  Sovereigns,  who  may  with  Reafon 
dread  the  Force  of  this  Example.  Hence- 
forward, if  nothing  more  be  neceflary 
to  regulate  Succeflions  than  a  fuperior 
Force,  and  a  Combination  of  three  or 
more  powerful  Princes;  What  Methods 
of  Caution  can  they  poflibly  take,  to  fe- 
cure  their  Dominions  to  their  Children 
or  Families  ?  The  King  of  Spain  is  not 
yet  in  his  fortieth  Year;  he  is  within 
the  Age  of  having  Children,  and  his 
Health  may  be  reftored  by  that  Grace 
of  God,  which  has  been  fo  viiible  in  his 
Prefervation.  But  he  lives  too  long,  in 
the  Opinion  of  the  French,  who  have 
waited  for  his  Death  ever  fince  he  was 
born :  And  not  daring  to  pretend  to  the 
whole  Succeffion,  left  all  Europe  fhould 
take  the  Alarm,  they  engage  King  Wil- 
liam, and  two  or  three  leading  Men 
in  the  United  Provinces,  whom  they  had 
gain'd,  to  confent,  that  they  fhould  take 
either  by  Force  or  Treaty  what  they 
judg'd  moft  convenient  for  them,  leav- 
ing only  for  Form  Sake  fuch  a  Share  to 
the  Emperor's  fecond  Son,  as  they  were 
fure  to  tear  from  him  foon  after. — < — 
'  But  this  is  not  all.  They  carry  the 
Attempt  yet  farther;  and  no  way  trou- 
ble  themfelvss   about   the  Confent    or 

«  Refufal 
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^  Refufal  of  the  adual  PalTeflbr  of  fo  many 
Kingdoms  and  States ;  as  if  he  was  alrea- 
dy ftruck  out  of  the  Book  of  the  Living ; 
or  as  if,  by  being  child leis,  he  had  for- 
feited all  Right  of  inquiring  who  ought 
tofucceed  him.  Then,  as  to  his  King- 
doms and  Dominions,  though  the  dif- 
pofing  of  them  is  a  Thing  that  deter- 
mines their  Happinefs  or  Mifery  ;  they 
are  no  more  regarded  in  the  Treaty,  than 
if  they  were  fo  many  Kingdoms  in  Tve- 
tot^  or  Republicks  of  San  Marino,  The 
Treaty  was  propofed  to  the  Emperor  and 
King  of  Spain,  not  as  a  Projedt  upon 
which  they  had  Liberty  to  deliberate ; 
but  as  a  fix'd  Decree,  and  irrevocable 
Sentence,  to  which  they  muft  fubmit 
blindly  and  without  Reply.  There  is 
not  the  leaft  Mention  made,  that  the 
Kingdoms  and  States  to  be  divided  fliall 
be  preferved  in  the  Enjoyment  of  their 
Laws,  Cuftoms,  Immunities,  and  Pri- 
vileges j  a  Favour  that  might  have  been 
ftipulated  for  them,  tho'  it  had  been 
done, only  for  Form  Sake  ;  for  we  know 
well  enough  that  no  fuch  Thing  is  to  be 
expected  from  France. 
*  The  haughty  and  defpotical  Manner 
of  the  French,  in  giving  the  two  Mo- 
narchs  notice  of  the  Treaty,  is  yet  more 
extraordinary.     The  Marquis  de  ViHars 

'  prefents   it  to  the  Emperor,    and   pre- 
G  *  fcribes 
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*  fcribes  the  Term  of  three  Months,  to 
'  confider  whether  he  will  accept  or  re- 
'  fufe  the  Lot  which  was  affign'd  therein 
'  to  the  Archduke  Charles^  his  lecond  Son ; 

*  declaring  at  the  fame  Time,  that  un- 
«  lefs  he  accept  within  the  Term  limited, 
'  they  will  give  it  to  another.     And  for 

*  the  Catholic  King,  the  Marquis  de 
'  Torcyy  upon  the  Delivery  of  the  Treaty 
«  to  his  Ainballador  at  Paris,  declares 
^  daily,  and  without  farther  Compliment, 
'  That  this  Office  was  performed,  in  or- 

*  der  to  know  whether  his  Majefty  would 

*  confent  to  the  Partition,  or  not :  That, 
'  in  the  iirll  Cafe,  they  would  be  content ; 

*  if  otherwife,    fuch  Meafures  would  be 

*  taken  as  iliould  be  thought  mofl  con- 
«  venient, 

*  But  the  French  got  yet  farther ;    for 

*  they  will  not  be  contented  to  difpofe 
'  of  the  King  of  Spaiiis,  Dominions  as 
'  they  pleafe,  and  to  pronounce  Sentence 
'  againll  him  with  the  higheft  Indignity  i 
'  They  affirm  in  the  Treaty,    that  the 

*  Right  of  Succeffion  belongs  to  the  Sons 
'  of  the  Emperor,    and  the  Dauphin  of 

*  Fra?ice  ;    yer^  notwithftanding  this  Ac- 

*  knowlcdgment,  it  is  ftipulated  at  the  End 
'  of  the  fevendi  Article,  that  if  theEm- 
'  peror,    and  the  two  Princes  his  Sons, 

*  fhall  refufe  to  admit  the  prefcrib'd  Par- 

*  tition,  the  two  Kings,    and  the  States- 

'  General 
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General  will  nominate  another  Prince, 
to  whom  the  Share  defigned  for  the 
Archduke  (hall  be  given.  Can  any  Thing 
be  more  unjuft  and  outrageous?  They 
firft  deprive  tlie  Emperor  of  his  Right 
to  the  Whole;  then  they  divide  the 
Whole  between  his  fecond  Son  the  Arch- 
duke and  the  Dauphin  of  France^  giv- 
ing all  the  Advantage  to  the  lafi: ;  and 
laftly,  they  threaten  his  Imperial  Ma- 
jefly,  that  unlefs  he  comply,  they  will 
give  his  Son's  Part  to  a  third  Perfon,  in 
Punifhment  of  his  Offence. 
*  Lee  Men  turn  this  Proceeding  which 
Way  they  pleafe,  they  will  not  find 
fuch  an  Example  of  Injuftice  and  Arro- 
gance, in  either  Chriflian  or  Profane  Hi- 
ilory.  Surprifals,  Breach  of  Treaties, 
Invafions  and  Defolation  of  Countries, 
are  Attempts  that  cry  aloud  for  Ven- 
geance ;  and  France  has  known  how  to 
make  ufe  of  them  with  Succeis,  through- 
out the  whole  Courfe  of  the  prefent 
Reign :  But  that  kind  of  hoftile  Adions 
is  ufually  followed  by  others  of  like  Na- 
ture ;  Men  oppofe  Force  to  Force,  and 
when  a  War  is  begun,  each  Party  en- 
deavours to  take  all  Advantao;es  aeiainfl 
their  Enemies.  Here  the  Cafe  is 
different.  Injuf  "ce  and  Surprifal  are 
difguifed  under  the  Name  of  Peace  ; 
Way-laying  another  Prince  is  laid  to  be 
G  z  *  con- 
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convenient  for  Europe,  and  Ufurpatiofi 
is  covered  with  the  deceitful  Malk  of  an 
amicable  Agreement.  But  what  Law, 
or  what  Right,  had  the  three  contracting 
Powers,  to  affume  this  Authority,  and 
to  conllitute  themfelves  Sovereign  Judges 
of  fo  vail  an  Inheritance;  to  over-throw 
the  Older  of  Succeffion  that  had  been 
fo  firmly  eftabhfhed,  and  to  adjudge  the 
beft  Part  to  France^  that  had  renounced 
all  by  a  folemn  Treaty  ?  Strange  Tribu- 
nal !  where  a  Party  is  principal  Judge, 
and  where  the  two  others,  feduced  by 
miftaken  Interefts,  blindly  fubfcribe  his 
unjufi:  Decifions.  And  indeed,  who 
could  ever  have  thought  that  King  Wil- 
liam fliould  have  engaged  with  his  moft 
dangerous  and  implacable  Enemy,  to 
authorize  fuch  an  enormuus  Attempt, 
fo  prejudicial  to  all  Europe^  and  to  his 
own  People  in  particular?  It  is  upon 
this  Prince,  and  his  Creatures  in  Hq!~ 
land,  that  the  Blame  muft  fall ;  For, 
as  to  the  French,  they  have  been  fo  long 
in  the  PoiTeffion  of  attempting  any  thing 
to  conipafs  their  Ends,  that  nothing  now 
can  be  iurprizing  which  comes  from  them. 
But  foi  King  William  and  the  States- 
General,  who  can  fee  them  at  the  Head 
of  this  Treaty  without  Emotion? — • 


If 
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*  If  one  (liould  ask  thefe  three  Powers  Abfurdi- 

*  what  was  the  Objea  of  their  Union,  MotiV^Jm 
'  they  anfwer  in  the  fecond  Article,    To  this  Trea- 

*  maintain  the  general  T'ranquilUty  of  Eu-^J"- 

*  rope :  And  if  we  would  know  what  was 

*  the  Caufe  of  their  Apprehenfions,    they 

*  will  prefently  reply,    They  could  not  fee 

*  without  Griefs  that  the  State  of  the  King 

*  of  Spain'i  Health  had  for  fome  Time  been 
*"  folanguilhing^  that  the  Life  of  that  Prince 

*  is  in  great   Danger ;    thd   they  cannot 

*  think  upon  this  Event  without  AfiiSllon^ 

*  by  Reafon  of  the  fine  ere  and  w  feigned 
'  Friendfiip  they  have  for  him.     Flitherto 

*  all  goes  wonderfully  well ;  nothing  but 

*  Chriftian  Charity,  the  Defire  of  Peace, 

*  and  difmal  Apprehenfions  of  the  Death 

*  of  the  Catholic  King.      Nay,    in  Con- 

*  firmation  of  the  third  Plead,    we  may 

*  /ay,    that  his  moft  Chriftian   Majefty's 

*  Uneafinefs  about  the  Health  of  this  good 

*  King  was  carried  to  fome  Excefs :    For 

*  his  Defign   to  fend  an  Amballador  to 
'-  Madridy    in  order  to  be  careful  and  vi- 

*  gilant  about  bim,  was  the  principal  Rea- 
'  fon  that  mov'd  him  to  prefs  and  con- 

*  elude  the  Peace  with  Difadvantage.  This 

*  Peace  was  hardly  ratified  when  his  Am- 

*  baffador    appear'd   at  Madrid,    to   the 
'  Aftonifliment  of  the  whole  Court ;  and 

*  to  fatisfy  his  Mafter's  Impatience  more 

*  pundually,    laid  the  Pod-road  with  his 

G  3  *  own 
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*  own  Horfes,  caufing  his  own  Servants 

*  to  ride  as  Poft-boys  between  Madrid  and 

*  the  Frontier,    to  the  End  he  might  be 

*  every  Hour  informed,  without  trufting 
'  to  the  Spaniards,  about  that  Heahh 
*•  which  concern'd  him  fo  much.     A  lit- 

*  tie  Head-ach,    or  a  reftlefs  Night,    was 

*  become  the  Subjed:  of  an  Exprefs.     In 

*  a  Word,  this  officious  Minifter,  feeing 
*■  the  Spaiiiards  alarm'd  about  the  Succef- 

*  fion,   omitted  nothing  that  might  put 

*  them  out  of  Doubt;  letting  them  fee  at 

*  a  Difiance  great  Armies  upon  their  Fron- 

*  tiers,  and  Squadrons  of  Ships  and  Gal- 
'  lies  cruizing  upon  the  Coafts  of  Spain 

*  and  Italy,  all  ready  to  decide  that 
«  Queftion." 

The  Author  then  fets  forth  the  Trea- 
chery of  the  French  towards  the  Spaniards, 
during  the  Minority,  and  thro'  the  whole 
Reign  of  the  prefent  King  ;  the  Infcances  of 
which  he  ironically  calls,  fo  many  Proofs  of 
.  t\\Q\x Jincere  and  iinfeig7%ed  Friendifiip.     hU 
ter  which  he  proceeds  thus : 
Tl:ePre-       '  The  moft  Chriftian  King  hss  renouH- 
tenfions  of  <  ^cd  the  whole  Monarchy  of  Spain,    as 
xLT{ao^  '  well  for  himfelf  as  his  Defcendants,  by 
narchyof  '  ftipulating  and  accepting  the  Renuncia- 
Spam        c  fj^j-j  q£  ^^g  Infanta  Maria  Terefa,  made 

ground-  _  .  . 

lefs.  *  before  llie  was  his  Wife ;  and  thus  vio- 
*  lates  this  Contract,  which  was  one  of 
I  the  moft  folemn  and  authentic  that  ever 

*  was 


Mr.  PPvIOR'i"  Negotiatiom,  % 

was  made  between  Sovereigns :  And  all 
this  founded  upon  tlie  vaineft  Sophifms 
of  the  Bar,  which  are  of  no  Force  a- 
gainil:  public  Treaties ;  becaufe  thefe  are 
Contradts  made  bonajide^  authorized  by 
the  Law  of  Nations  among  all  People 
for  the  common  Benefit  of  Mankind. 
This  is  the  fandy  Foundation  of  his  pre- 
tended Rights :  He  produced  them  in 
his  Manifcfto,  and  contenting  himfelf 
with  the  Formality,  referred  their  Veri- 
fication to  the  Force  of  his  Arms ;  which 
is  a  new  Method  of  Law,  that  has  lince 
been  of  admirable  Service  to  him  in  all 
his  Defigns.  But  what  was  there  in  that 
Manifefto,  but  a  continued  Thread  of 
captious  Reafonings,  which  however  fup- 
ported  by  the  moil  crafty  Difguifes,  were 
only  capable  of  impofing  upon  the  Sim- 
ple and  Ignorant?  The  Author's  Sen- 
tences are  ambiguous;  his  Authorities 
remote  from  the  Subjed:  j  and  where  he 
cites  the  Laws  and  their  Interpreters,  he 
omits  the  moil  important  PaiTages,  per- 
verts the  true  Senfe  of  the  Words,  and 
confounds  the  Sovereign  with  the  Com- 
moner. What  iliall  I  fay  more  ?  He 
falfifies  known  Hiftory,  affirms  moil 
apparent  Falihoods,  and  denies  the  moft 
evident  Truths.  Thus  trampling  under 
Foot  that  Juftice  by  which  he  flands 
condemn'd,  proving  nothing,  and  en- 
G  4  *  larging 
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'  larging  in  falfe  Dedudtions,  he  flieds  the 

*  Poifon  of  his  Malignity  upon  whatever 

*  has  been  moft  folemnly  eftabliflied  by 

*  the  Law  of  Nations,    for  the  common 

*  Good  both  of  Sovereigns  and  People  j 
'  as  has  been  fully  proved  in  the  Anfwers 

*  to  that  Libel,  to  which  the  Frt'^zr/j  have 

*  never  dared  to  reply." — — 

We  have  next  a  particular  Difcuflion 

of  the   French   King's  pretended   Right, 

and  feveral  Inftances  of  thofe  Perverfions 

and  Falfifications,  which  the  Author  men  - 

tions.     After  infilling  en  the  Moderation 

of  P/3/7//?  II,  King  of  6'/'^//?,  whofeDaugh- 

ter  JfabcUa^    by  Elizabeth  of  France  his 

third  Wife,    was  confidered  as  Heirefs  to 

the  Crown  of  France  upon  the  Death  of 

Henry  III.   he  goes,  on  in  the   following 

Manner : 

Danger         '  This  Example  of  Philips  which  the 

from  the    «  French  cannot  deny,  clearly  demonflrates, 

the'/>fl°^  •   that  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria^  at  the  utmoft 

Fewer.      «  Height  of  her  Power,  was  alv/ays  averfe 

^  from  the  Ufe  of  thefe  pernicious  Maxims 

*  to  fatisfy  that  Ambition,    of  which  fhe 
"  has  been  fo  injurioufly  accufed;    and  by 

*  a  juft  Comparifon,    how  dangerous  that 

*  of  France  is  to  all  Europe^    fince  fhe 
^  makes  no  Difficulty  to  proftitute  what- 

*  ever  is  efteemed  moft  facred  in  human 

*  Society.     By  the  fame  Comparifon  we 

*  may  judge  where  to  place  that  Umbrage 

'  of 


Mr.  P  R I O  R' J  Negotiations,         89 

of  too  many  Dominions  united  wider  one 
Prince,  which  is  produced  in  the  Trea- 
ty for  a  fecond  Reafon  of  avoiding  a 
War.  We  may  add  alfo,  that  if  France 
was  able  to  maintain  her  Power  and  Ad- 
vantages with  fo  much  Succefs  in  the 
laft  War,  not  only  againft  the  Forces  of 
the  Houfe  of  Aujlria^  but  againft  thofe 
of  the  Empire,  England,  and  Hollandy 
either  of  which  alone  would  have  been 
formidable  to  them  fifty  Years  ago,  no 
Colour  of  Doubt  can  poffibly  remain. 

*  If  the  Crown  of  Spain  pafTes  from  the 
Catholic  King  to  the  Archduke  Charles, 
the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  increafes  not  in 
Power,  the  State  of  Europe  remains  the 
fame ,  and  I  am  perfuaded,  that  all  thole 
Nations  which  the  French  endeavour  to 
fill  with  Sufpicions,  will  like  it  fo  well, 
that  none  of  them  would  oppofe  fuch  a. 
Difpofition,  if  the  French  fliould  lay 
afide  their  turbulent  Practices. 

*  Thefe  Umbrages  might  have  been 
reafonable  under  the  Emperor  Charles 
V,  who  poflefs'd  the  Hereditary  Domi- 
nions of  his  Family  with  thofe  of  the 
Crown  of  Spain,  efpecially  at  a  Time 
when  France  was  not  near  fo  powerful 
as  at  this  Day.  But  the  Face  of  Affairs 
is  fo  much  altered  fince  the  Divifion  of 
that  Auguft  Family  into  two  Branches, 
that  even  from  the  Time  of  Fhilip  the 

*  Second, 
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'Second,  Son  to  that  great  Emperor,  and 

*  his  SuccefTor  in  the  Dominions  of  Spain, 

*  her  Power  began  to  decline,  and  confe- 

*  quently  that  of  France  to  rife  ;    which 

*  made  fo  great  a  Progrefs  in  a  (hort  Time, 

*  that  the  moft  irreconcilable  Enemies  of 

*  the  Auflrian  Family,  changing  the  Ob- 

*  je(5t  of  their  Fears,   made  hafle  to  her 

*  Defence,    aftonifhed  at  the  unexpected 

*  Change,  which  convinced  them,  in  Def- 

*  pite  of  the  lUufions  of  France,    join'd 

*  to  all  the  Force  of  PrepolTeffion,  that 
'  her  Power  was  far  from  being  eftablifhed 

*  upon  fo  folid  a  Foundation  as  that  of  her 

*  Rival.— 

No  Secu-  *  ^t  would  be  fuperfiuous  to  infert  the 
rity  many  *  Articles,  which  tend  to  make  fure  of  the 
Treaty  to  (  ]\/[;ij-inme  Powers  to  warrant  the  Treaty, 

be  made  r       ^         \  rio-  • 

vyith         '  and  to  psrluade  them  or   the  bincerity 

fvance.      c  ^f  p^ance  in  the  Execution,    as  well  as 

<  to  break  all  the  Meafures  that  might  be 

*  taken  by  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  to  defeat 
'  the  Defign.  It  is  fufficient  to  examine 
'  the  Subftance  by  the  Great,    to  demon - 

*  ilrate  that  the  Promifes  of  the  French 

*  are  mere  Illufions,    made  only  to  attain 

*  their  Ends,  which  when  they  have  com- 

*  pafs'dj  they  certainly  know  that  no  Gua- 

*  rantees  fliall  be  able  to  flop  their  Career. 

*  So  that  the  Matter  in  Difpute  is  not, 
^  whether  they  will  execute  the  Treaty, 
\  cr  not ;  for,  being  wholly  to  their  Ad- 

*  vantage, 
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vantage,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be  made 
of  the  Execution :  But  the  Qneftion  is. 
Whether  they  will  keep  themfeives  with- 
in the  Bounds  of  the  Treaty  ?  which  is 
a  Thing  that  all  Europe  cannot  warrant. 
No  Treaty  was  ever  made  with  that 
Crown  during  the  whole  Courfe  of  the 
laft  Age,  in  which  care  was  not  taken 
to  prevent  all  the  Chicanes^  they  could 
poffibly  ground  upon  ambiguous  Words, 
difficult  PafTages,  or  Irregularities  of  Stile, 
and  Law  3  and  yet  all  thefe  Cautions 
could  never  hinder  them  from  putting 
falfe  Interpretations  upon  the  Text,  and 
pretending  Nullities  in  Law,    whenever 

they  found  it  convenient. 

'  Things  being  fo,  can  Men  look  upon  The  Re- 
the  following  Claufe  flipulated  in  the  nunciati- 
fourth  Article  any  otherwife  than  as  a  Partition 
merelllulion?  Themoft  Chrijiian  King,  as  Treaty 
well  in  his  own  Name,  as  in  that  of  Mon-  ^^^^ 

.  *^  .  lions. 

Jteur  the  Dauphin,  his  Male  Children^ 
Heirs,  and  Succejfors,  born  or  to  be  born; 
as  aljh  MoJifieiir  the  Dauphin  for  himfelf 
and  his  Children,  Male  or  Female,  &c. 
promife  and  engage  to  renounce,  at  the 
Opening  of  the  [aid  SucceJJion  of  Spain, 
as  in  this  Cafe  they  do  at  this  'lime  re- 
nounce, all  their  Rights  and  Pretenfions  to 
the  [aid  Crown  of  Spain,  and  to  all  the 
other  Kingdoms,  IJlands,  &c.  all  which 
they  fiall  confirm  by  folemn  Adis^  in  the 

"  *  mofl 
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'  mojl  authentic  and beft  Form  that  may  be: 

*  Or,  upon  that  in  the  fifteenth  Article  ? 

*  uill  the  ASls  made  in  Confequence  of  the 
'  Treaty^  or  that  have  relation  thereuntOy 
'  and  efpecially  the  folemn  ABs  which  his 
'  mo/l  Chriftian  Majefty,  and  Monfieiir  the 

*  Dauphin,    are  obliged  to  give  by  Virtue 

*  of  the  fourth  Article^  poall  be  regifter'd 

*  in  the  Parliament  of  Paris,  according  to 

*  their  Form  and  Heniire^    and  ufual  Cuf- 

*  torn.  If  the  Marriage  Contracts  of  the 
'  two  late  Queens  of  France^  and  the  Adls 
'  of  Renunciation  which  they  gave  upon 

*  them,  were  not  fo  well  known,  it  would 
'  be  eafy  to  fliew  by  the  Contents  of  the 

*  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  Articles  of  thofe 

*  Contracfls,  that  none  of  all  thefe  Condi- 

*  tions  are  there  omitted,  but  on  the  con- 

*  trary,  fo  firmly  ftipulated,  and  attended 
^  with  fuch  provifional  Caules,    that  pof- 

*  fibly  greater  Care  was  never  taken  on 

*  both  Sides,  to  eftablifii  the  Security  and 

*  Duration  of  any  Treaty.— — 

The  Gua-  *  Upon  the  fame  Principle,  the  Gua- 
ranteesnotc  yantee  of  the  Maritime  Powers,  and  all 
cure  the  '  othcrs  that  fliould  come  in,  may  be  con- 
Duration  <  fider'd  as  another  Illufion.  It  may  in- 
Treat^  *  deed  ferve  to  compel  the  Emperor  to  be 
'  contented  with  his  Lot,  but  not  to  force 

*  the  French  King  to  content  himfelf  with 

*  his:   For  when  he  has  taken  Poffeffion 

*  of 
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of  his  Share  without  any  Oppofition, 
he  will  eafily  be  Mafter  of  the  Reft. 
'  In  every  Guarantee  there  is  required, 
not  only  a  fteady  and  conftant  Will, 
but  alfo  a  Strength  fufficient  to  enforce 
the  Obfervation  of  a  Treaty ;  neither  of 
which  is  to  be  found  here.  For  as  to 
the  Will,  can  we  fuppofe  it  conftant  in 
King  William,  who  is  old,  infirm, 
aud,  which  is  more,  liable  to  be  crois'd 
by  contrary  Difpofitions  in  his  People  ? 
Can  we  fuppofe  it  the  United  Provinces, 
whofe  Government  is  fo  eafily  emba- 
raffed,  and  who,  to  obtain  a  prefent 
Peace,  will  always  facrificc  a  future  In- 
tereft  ?  What  I  here  fay  of  thefe  Powers 
ought  to  be  underftood  of  all  the  reft, 
who  either  are  fubjec^^t  to  fuch  internal 
Diftempers,  as  make  them  unable  to 
exerr  themfclves,  or  have  Enemies  a- 
broad,  that  neceffitate  them  to  keep  a 

vigilant  Eye  upon  AiFairs  at  home. . 

Btit  if  we  can  ground  no  Expediations 
upon  the  Will  of  the  Guarantees,  much 
lefs  can  we  upon  their  Force :  For,  be- 
fides  that  they  may  find  Employment 
at  home,  or  a  Diverfion  abroad,  by  the 
Artifices  of  the  French  Court,  I  would 
fain  know  ol  what  Confideration  are 
the  Forces  of  England  and  Holiand^  in 
comparifon  with  thofe  of  France  "^  And 
for  thofe  of  tlie  Emperor,    they  may 

*  have 
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have  Work  enough  to  cover  his  Heredi- 
tary Country  againft  fuch  Enemies  as 
that  Crown  may  arm  againft  him.  But 
let  us  for  once  fuppofe  that  the  French 
will  find  as  many  Enemies  as  in  the  laft 
War,  which  yet  is  utterly  impoffible  ; 
Will  they  not  have  fuch  an  Acceffion 
of  Power,  as  muft  needs  give  them  the 
Superiority  ?  And  if  no  eflential  Ad- 
vantage could  be  obtain'd  againft  them 
in  that,  what  can  we  expert  in  this  ? 
*  If  then  the  Precautions  mention'd  in 
the  fourth  and  fifteenth  Articles  of  the 
Partition  Treaty  are  mere  Illufions, 
and  the  Guarantee  of  the  two  Maritime 
Powers,  with  as  many  more  as  would 
engage,  fo  infufficient  a  Security  for  Per- 
formance, what  might  not  be  here  faid 
of  the  Indignity  and  Abfurdity  of  the 
Motives  upon  which  it  is  founded  ?  They 
are  full  of  Compaflion  for  the  Sicknefs 
of  the  Catholic  Kingj  they  cannot 
turn  their  Thoughts  towards  the  fad  E~ 
vent  of  his  Death  without  Affii^ionj  by 
Reafon  of  the  fincerce  and  unfeigned 
Friendfmp  they  have  for  him.  But  to 
what  End  are  thefe  vain  Expreffions, 
unlefs  to  colour  a  Confpiracy  formed 
againft  his  Crown,  to  put  the  French 
King  into  Poiieffion  of  the  beft  Part, 
and  refer  the  Reft  to  his  Difcretion  ? 
Then,    what  can  be  more  abfurd  than 

'  the 
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^  the  Motive  they  alledge,  pretending  to 
'  redlify  the  Injuftice  and  Enormity  of 
'  the  Partirion  by  their  Intentions  to  pre- 
'  vent  a  War?  And  who  does  not  fee, 
'  that  by  the  fame  Injuftice  they  make  it 
'  unavoidable?  the  Emperor's  Right,  the 
'  Intereft  of  Spain,  and  the  Security  of 
'  Europe  rendering  a  War  indifpenfably 
'  neceflary.  For  to  pretend  that  the  Em- 
'  peror  and  the  CathoHc  King  fhould  fub- 

*  mit  to  the  unjuft  Decree  of  thefe  new 
'  Legiflators,  is  what  can  never  be  requir'd 

*  of  them  with  any  Colour  of  Reafon. 
'  Befides,  'tis  the  Intereft  of  all  Nations, 

*  to  whom  this  Treaty  is  injurious,    and 

*  like  to  prove  fatal,    to  make  this  Caufe 

*  their  own  ;    from  whence  a  War  muft 

*  of  Neceffity  enfue,  into  which  all  Europe 
^  will  be  obliged  to  enter. 

*  If  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  o£ Europe 

*  depended  abfolutely  upon  the  Execution 

*  of  theTreaty,  the  Emperor's  Right  might 

*  then  be  conlider'd  as  a  private  Advan- 

*  tage,  and   as  fuch  be  efteemed  fubor- 

*  dinate  to  the  general  Good  ;  the  contrary 

*  of  which  is  moft  true.     For  thelntereil: 

*  of  his  Imperial  Majefty  is  that  of  all 

*  Europe^    whofe  Peace  and  Security  de- 
'  pends  entirely  upon  the  Prefervation  of 

*  the  whole  Spa?7ijh  Monarchy  in  the  Per- 

*  fon  of  his  fecond  Son  ;  which  Truth  is 

*  but  too  well  prov'd  already,    and  con- 

*  firm'd 
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*  firm'd  even  by  the  Difpofition  of  the 

*  Partition-Treaty. 

*  In  that  Treaty  the  French  King  has 

*  ftipulated  for  himfelf  the  Kingdoms  of 

*  Naples  and  Sicily,    divers   Places  and 

*  Iflands  fituated  upon  the  Coaft  of  Tuf- 

*  cany,  the  City  and  Marquifate  of  Final, 

*  the  Province  of  Guipufcoa,  &c.  all  which 

*  Kingdoms,     Iflands,     Provinces,     and 

*  Places,    are  to  be  incorporated  with  his 

*  Crown,    together  with  the  Dominions 

*  of  the  Duke  of  Lor  rain,    who  in  Re- 

*  compence  is  to  receive  the  Dutchy  of 

*  Milan  io:  himfelf  and  his  Heirs  for  ever. 
'  The  Archduke  Charles  is  to  have  for 

*  hii^luQi  Spain,  with  the  other  Kingdoms, 

*  Iflands,  Dominions,  Countries  and  Places, 

*  poflefs'd  at  prefent  by  the  Catholic  King, 

*  as  well  in  Europe  as  elfewhere ;  but  un* 
^  der  two  Conditions.  Firfl,  That  unlefs 
'  the  Emperor  accepts  the  Treaty  within 
^  the  Term  of  three  Months  after  he  is 

*  duly  informed,    the  Treaters  fhall  agree 

*  upon  a  Prince  to  whom  his  Part  fliall 

*  be  given.  —  Secondly,    That  this  Part 

*  fiiall  never  be  united  or  remain  in  the 
'  Perfon  of  any  of  his  Defcendants,  or 
'  the  Defendants  of  the  Emperor,  who 
^  (hall  be  either  Emperor,  or  King  of  the 
'  Romans, 

'  Thefe  Conditions  thus  tack'd  to  the 

*  Lot  of  the  Archduke,   being  only   fo 

'  many 
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many  Snares  laid  by  the  French^  as  vvell 
to  make  his  Part  infignificant  to  him,  as 
to  have  an  Occafion  to  feize  the  whole 
into  their  Hands,  I  {hall  endeavour  to 
difcovcr  the  artificial  Contrivance  of 
them. 

*  I.  The  Lot  ftipulated  for  the  Dau-TheCon- 
phin  is  to   be   incorporated   with    the  ditions^ 
Crown  of  France,  which  is  already  but^o  [^'g 
too  powerful;  whereas  that  of  the  Em-  Arch- 
pcror  is  to  be  the  Apennage  of  a  younger  ^."^^'sLo^' 
Son,  and  that  upon  Condition  never  to  Sn^es"to 
be  united  by  Succeffion,    or  othetwlfe,  l^'i^g  it 
to  that  of  the  Eldeft,    if  he  becomes  p^^J-J^^^j, 
Emperor  J    which  is  fuch  a  Difpropor- of  the 
tion,  that,  fuppofing  the  Equality  of  the  ^'"^'•^''^'■ 
Lots,  excludes  all  Comparifon  in  Point 

of  Advantage,  fince  that  of  the  Dau- 
phin augments  the  Grandeur  of  France^ 
whilfl  that  of  the  Archduke  not  only 
deprives  the  Emperor  of  his  Right  to  the 
Whole,  but  tends  dire(5lly  to  overthrow 
his  Power. 

*  2.  The  Frmch  King  ftipulates  for 
himfelf  what  he  knows  would  be  moft 
difficult  to  fubdue  by  Force,  Lorrain  only 
excepted,  and  leaves  to  the  Archduke 
the  decay 'd  and  ruinous  Dominions  of 
Spain  and  the  Loiv-Countries,  which 
cannot  fail  to  fall  into  his  own  Hands 
as  foon  as  he  is  in  PolTeffion  of  his 
Lot, — 

H  ^3.  That 
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«  3.  That  the  Lot  of  the  Archduke 
muft  fall  into  the  Hands  of  the  French 
as  foon  as  they  are  in  PofTeffion  of  their 
Part,  needs  no  Proof  5  fince  *tis  impof- 
fiblefor  this  Prince  to  keep /S'/>^z«,  when 
he  can  have  no  Affiftance  from  abroad, 
nor  any  Communication  with  the  He- 
reditary Countries  of  his  Family  in  Ger^ 
many ;  whilft  France  is  Miftrefs  of  the 
Frontiers,  as  well  by  her  preceding  Con- 
quers, as  by  the  delign'd  difmembering 
of  Giiipufcoa.  In  the  next  Place,  of  what 
Advantage  will  the  Loiv-Countries  be  to 
him,  unlefs  to  ferve  for  a  Theatre  of 
eternal  Wars  with  the  Crown  of  France, 
which  muO:  of  neceffity  be  always  tri- 
umphant, by  reafon  of  the  Neighbour- 
hood of  its  Provinces,  and  the  many 
Places  they  polTefs  in  thofe  Parts  ?  In 
which  the  two  Branches  of  the  Houfe 
of  Auftria  will  be  entirely  exhaufted, 
only  to  preferve  a  Barrier  for  the  Dutch 
againfl:  the  Invaiions  of  France^  in  re- 
compence  of  the  irreparable  Mifchiefs 
they  have  brought  upon  their  Family. 
In  a  word,  what  will  be  the  Fate  of 
the  Spanijh  Provinces  in  America,  and 
the  Eajl-Indies^  with  the  Illands  they 
poffefs  out  of  Europe^  unlefs  to  become 
the  Scorn  of  the  French^  Fnglifi,  and 
Dutch  Pirates  ?  For  if  the  Spaniards 
could  not  fecure  them  in  the  Height  of 

*  their 
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their  Power,  what  will  they  be  able  to 
do  in  this  State  of  Defolation  ? 
'  4.  The  Condition  ilipulated  by  the 
Treaters,  to  nominate  a  third  Per- 
fon  to  the  Lot  of  the  Archduke,  in  cafe 
of  Refufal,  can  be  confidered  no  other- 
wife  than  as  a  double  Snare  laid  by  France 
for  the  Princes  of  the  Houfe  of  Auftria, 
to  deprive  them  by  that  Means  of  what 
fecmed  to  be  left  them  by  the  Treaty :  In 
this  Refpecft  the  more  dangerous^  becaufe 
the  Emperor  could  no  way  avoid  it.  For 
if  he  accepted  the  Treaty,  he  offended 
the  Catholic  King  in  the  highefl:  Degree, 
and  drew  upon  hinifelf  the  Hatred  of 
the  Spaniards^  which  would  certainly 
have  determined  them  to  fettle  the  Crown 
upon  a  Son  of  France. — On  the  other 
Hand,  if  the  Emperor  refufed  the  Trea- 
ty, they  would  proceed  to  nominate 
another  ;  and  then,  by  tampering  with 
all,  they  would  have  fold  their  Suffrage 
to  the  highefl  Bidder. 
*  5.  This  Condition  covers  yet  a  mors 
dangerous  Snare  than  the  former  j  for 
the  three  Powers  not  prefently  agreeing 
upon  another  Perfon,  the  French  would 
take  Advantage  of  that  Delay,  and  pro- 
pofe  the  Lot  of  the  Archduke  to  feveral 
Princes,  as  a  Prey  to  be  divided  among 
them  ;  which  would  be  a  Means  to 
bring  fome  of  them,  off  from  their  Al- 
H  z  *  iiance 
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liance  with  the  Houfe  of  Auftria^    and 
to  make  others  negledl  their  true  Intereft, 

in  this  great  Alteration  of  Affairs. 

*  6.  The  French  may   not  only  take 
Advantage  of  this  Delay,  to  feduce  fome 
and  amufe  others,    whilft  they  fortify 
their  Party  in  Spain^    as  well  by   their 
I  ntrigues,  as  by  the  Terror  of  their  Arms : 
But  the  Opportunities  they  would  have 
in  the  piiocipal  Courts  of  Europe,    to 
lure  them  into  their  Intereft,  or  at  lead 
to  perfuade  them  to  enter  into  the  Gua- 
raniee   of  the    Treaty,    would  no    lefa 
contribute   to  facilitate  their  grand  De- 
fign.     And   it  is  to  be  feared,    that  by 
thefe   Means  they  may  engage  fuch    a 
Party,    that  both  JLrigland  and  Holland 
would  find  it  difficult  to  break,  whenever 
they  fliall  return  to  their  true  Intereft.- — < 
'  7.  If  King  William,  by  the  Scheme 
of  the  Partition,  dcfigned  to  intereft  the 
Houfe  of  Aujiria  in  the  Defence  of  the 
how-Countries,  without  rendering  them 
too  powerful  therej  and  at  the  fameTime, 
to  oblige  thtFrencb  to  turn  the  Strength  of 
their  Arms  from  that  Frontier,  by  engag- 
ing them  in  an  ItalianWd.v ;  it  is  certain 
he  could  not  take  any  Meafures  lefs  con- 
ducing to  that  End.    For  if  all  the  Power 
of  that  f  loufe  could  not  maintain  ihofe 
Provinces  againft  France,  confined  to  its 
own  Limi.s  ^  What  can  now  be  done, 

'^  after 
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after  fo  vaft  an  Addition  of  new  Acqui- 
fitions  ?  And  who  can  tell  whether  the 
People  of  thofe  Countries,  weary  of  (v\(- 
fering  as  much  by  the  fruitlefs  and  bur- 
denfome  Succours  of  the  Maritime  Pow- 
ers, as  from  the  Invalions  of  France, 
will  not  defperately  throw  themfelves 
into  the  Arms  of  that  Crown  ?  Then  as 
to  the  Diverfion  pretended  in  Italy^  if 
the  French  King  becomes  Mafter  of 
Spain^  either  for  himfelf  or  one  of  his 
Family,  to  which  Things  feem  to  tend 
more  and  more  every  Day  j  either  he 
will  find  little  Difficulty  in  fcizing 
the  Spanifi  Dominions  in  Ital)\  as   ac- 

ceffional  to  the  Head  j 'Or  elfe  there 

will  be  no  Diverfion  at  all.  But  if,  on 
the  other  Hand,  the  Treaty  produce  its 
Effed",  and  the  two  Branches  cf  the 
Houfe  of  Aiifiria  be  deprived  of  a  mu- 
tual Communication,  while  France  is 
furniflied  with  Means  both  of  divert- 
ing the  Emperor's  Arms  by  an  intefline 
War,  and  embaraffing  the  Affairs  of  the 
two  Maritime  Powers,    a  War  in  Italy 


^  can  neither  be  difficult  nor  lading.- 
*  Tho*  the  Points  laft  mentioned  are 

*  fufficient  to  alarm  all  Fur  ope  ^  if  the  ap- 

*  proaching  Dangers  be  duly  confidered  ; 
^  yet  the  Court  of  France  is  fo  indefati- 
'  gable  in  ufing  all  her  Arts  to  difgnife  or 
f  conceal  the  difmal  Profpedl,  that  I  think 

PI  3  *  my- 
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'  myfelf  obliged  to  difcover  the  common 
'  Peril,  and  to  prove  with  Demonflration, 
'  that  tho'  the  French  King  fhould  not  get 
^  one  Foot  of  Ground  upon  the  Death  of 

*  his  Catholic  Majefty  ;  yet  if  he  can  pro- 
^  cure  his  Dominions  to  be  divided,  fuch  a 

*  Difmembering  alone  would  place  France 
^  in  the  Throne  of  the  Univerfal  Monar- 
'  chy,  to  which  {he  has  fuch  a  vehement 
<-  Defire. 

The  Dif-      '  If  the  French  fcatter  their  Treafures  in 

mLTi.bvr-  t  all  the  Courts  of  Europe  j  if  they  amufe 

Iv'LS^^^^  *  one  Part,  and  draw  the  other  into  their 

Monar-     '  Iiitercfls;  if  they  embroil  People  on  all 

chy,aMa-<  gi(j^c;    only  for  the  Sake  of  embroiling; ; 

of  Trance. '  if  they  maintain  great  Armies,    which 

'  cxbauft  their  Country ;    in  a  word,    if 

'  they  move  Heaven  and  Hell,    to  make 

'  as  many  Enemies  to   the  Emperor  as 

'  tliey  can,    and  to  feduce  his  Allies,    no 

'  Man  ought  to  wonder.     For  this  is  a 

*  Mafler-game';  and  if  they  fucceed,  they 
'  will  be  re-imburs'd  v^ith  Intereft,  and 
'  become  abfolute  Arbitrators  of  Europe, 
'  The  great  Bufmefs  of  France  is  to  tri- 
'  nmph  over  her  Rival,  which  cannot  fail, 
^  if  (he  be  permitted  to  tear  up  theFoun- 

*  dations  of  her  Power,  by  dilrnembering 
^  the  Dominions  of  the  SpaniJJo  Monarchy; 

*  For  fo  foon  as  the  Houfe  of  Aujiria  (liall 
'  ceafe  to  be  the  Bailance  of  her  Power, 
^  no  other  Bank  will  be  capable  of  put- 

^  ting 
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ting  a  Stop  to  her  Rapidity  and  Violence. 
And  here  I  cannot  but  wonder  at  certain 
fpeculative  Politicians,  who  either  thro* 
Humour  or  Prepofleflion,  look  upon  the 
Danger  without  Concern ;  relying  upon 
trivial,  antiquated,  and  unfeafonable  Ma- 
xims, They  will  wait  for  a  Remedy 
from  Time,  which  will  either  never 
come,  or  will  come  too  late  j  and  they 
doubt  no  more  of  Revolutions,  which 
depend  entirely  upon  Chance,  than  they 
do  of  Evangelical  Truths ;  even  inferring 
from  the  prefent  Grandeur  and  Eleva- 
tion of  France^  a  Neceffity  of  her  ap- 
proaching Ruin.  If  thefe  Enthuiiaftic 
Politicians  had  well  examined  the  pre- 
fent State  of  Europe^  and  that  of  France^ 
I  am  fure  they  would  reafon  in  another 
Manner.  But  I  fliall  only  defire  they 
would  confider  the  Example  of  the  Ot- 
toman Empire,  and  then  blulh  at  their 
own  Indifcretion :  For  if  this  vafl  Power 
has  already  continued  above  four  Ages, 
it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  of  Frai^ce  may 
lafl  longer,  efpecially  coniidering  all  thofe 
Maxims  fo  proper  for  Conquell,  which 
fhe  has  not  only  copied  from  thence, 
but  taken  care  to  obferve  in  the  moft 
punctual  Manner,  both  at  home  and 
abroad.  It  is  therefore  their  Bufinefs  to 
confider,  whether  this  kind  of  Govern- 
H  4  *  ment 
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^  ment  will  agree  with  them  or  not,    for 
^  they  mufl  determine,  and  that  fpeedily". 

As  the  Execution  of  the  Partition  Treaty 
ieemed  to  be  the  grand  ObjeCl  of  the  two 
Maritime  Powers,  the  Author  proceeded  to 
fhew  what  Advantages  the  French  would 
obtain  by  their  Lot,  in  order  to  their  grand 
Defign  J  which  w^is  to  render  that  of  the 
Archduke  lo  burdenfome  to  him  and  his 
Family,  as  might  pave  the  Way  for  them 
to  feize  it  upon  the  firli  War.  This  he 
did  very  fully  and  clearly  :  But  as  we  have 
already  extra(5ted  enough  to  fet  this  ini- 
quitous Treaty  in  a  ftrong  Light,  and  to 
juftify  even  thofe  Subjeds  of  Great  Bri- 
tain whodifapprovedit,  I  iliall  not  extend 
this  Matter  any  farcher. 

While  thcfe  Negotiations  were  privately 
carried  on  between  Fra?ice  and  the  Ma- 
ritime Powers,  as  well  as  when  they  were 
made  public  by  the  Fre?ich  Court,  and 
thus  expofcd  and  remonllrated  againft  by 
the  two  Branches  of  the  ^///?w;z  Family, 
a  conftant  Correfpondence  was  kept  up 
between  his  Excellency  the  Earl  of  Man- 
cbejler  in  France^  and  my  Lord  Jerfef-^ 
Office  ifi  England,  to  which  Mr.  Pri^ 
belong'd.  By  inferting  the  principal  Let- 
ters that  paiTed  at  that  Time,  or  fuch  Ex- 
tradts  of  them  as  contain  any  Thing  im- 
portaatj  we  fnall  fjrrn  fome  Judgment  of 

the 
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the  Share  each  of  thefe  Minifters  had  in 
the  Partition  Treaty,  and  in  all  the  other 
Affairs  then  on  the  Carpet. 

Mr.  Prior,  I  before  took  notice,  ftaid 
a  fliort  Time  in  France  after  Lord  Man- 
chejlers  Arrival,  We  learn  it  from  his 
Lordftiip's  Letters  to  the  Earl  of  yerfe)\ 
the  firft  of  which  here  follows. 


^0  the  Earl  of  Jersey. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  Aug.  8.   1699.  N.S. 

I  Can  now  acquaint  your  Lordfhip, 
that  I  arrived  here  the  5th,  and  the  Letters  of 
^  next  Day  I  fent  a  Compliment  to  Mon- ^^^^^''"* 
fieur  ^aintot,  *  who  immediately  waited  LordJ^r- 
on  me,  and  gave  me  to  underftand,  that^J'.  ^^• 
Moniieur  tie  Torcy  was  expe(5led  in  Town.   ""*'* 

*  Mr.  Prior  writ  to  him,  and  heappoint- 

*  ed  the  Afternoon  to  fee  me.  Your  Lord- 
*'  (hip  knows  the  ufual  Ceremonies  on  fiich 
^  Occafions.  He  feemed  extremely  civil, 
'  and  let  me  know  the  King  did  not  return 

*  to  Verfailles  till  Thurjday  next,  and  that 
'  then  i  {hould  have  an  Audience  of  him. 

*  The  AmbafTador  of  ^a'-ooy  was  to  wait 
^  on  me,  and  this  Day  I  (hall  return  his 
?  Vifu. 

*  Mafter  of  the  Ceremonies. 

*  I  a,Tl 
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*  I  am  obliged  to  your  Lordfliip  for  let- 

*  ting  me  have  your  Houfe,  which  I  like 
'  extremely  5  though  my  Equipage  not  be- 

*  ing  come  from  RoueUy  puts  me  under 
'  fome  Difficulties :  But  with  the  Help  of 

*  Mr.  Prior  all  Things  are  made  eafy. 
'  He  has  delivered  your  Lordfhip's  Letter 
'  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy ;  and  he  took  no- 
^  tice  to  me  how  well  Mr.  Prior  has 
'  behaved  himfelf  during  his  Stay  here.  * 

MANCHESTER. 

The  two  following  Extrads  need  no 
particular  Remark. 

To  the  Earl  cf  Jersey. 

"MyLordy  Parisy  Jug.i^,   1 699. 

*  "¥"  AM  now  entering  upon  a  trouble- 
'^  JL  feme  Part  of  my  Bufinefs,  the  King 
'  having  appointed  To-morrow  for  an  Au- 

*  dience  at  Verfailles.  I  cannot  tell  whe- 
'  ther  Monfieur  and  Madame  will  be  there, 
^  Mr.  Prior  intends  to  fet  out  for  Loo  as 
^  foon  as  thefe  Audiences  are  over,  ^c, 

MANCHESTER, 


To 


( 
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I'o  the  Earl  0/"  Jersey. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  j^ug,  ig,   1699. 

I  A  M  now  to  acquaint  your  Lord- 
fliip  that  all  my  private  Audiences 

*  are  over,  except  that  of  the  Dauphin  and 
'  the  Dutchefs  of  Chartres,  which  I  am 
'  to  have  To-morrow  Morning  at  Meudon, 

*  On  Sunday  Morning  laft  I  waited  on  the 

*  King. I   fhall    never  fail    to   prefs 

*  the  Difpatch  of  fuch  Matters  as  are  com- 

<  mitted  to  my  Care,  whatever  the  Succefs 

<  may  be.  Mr.  Prior  will  leave  this 
«  Place  on  Monday  next,  ^c, 

MANCHESTER, 

Great  Part  of  the  Earl  of  Manchefter^ 
Buiinefs  in  France^  was  to  prefent  Me- 
morials concerning  Injuries  received  :  Of 
what  kind  they  were,  we  may  in  fom« 
meafure  learn  from  the  following  Ex- 
trad:. 


To  the  3arl  of  Manchester, 

Afy  Lord,  Loo,  Aug.  25.  1699. 

*  'T  HAVE  more  than  once  troubled 

*  X  1^^^  Excellency  with  Complaints  of 

*  Hardships  fuftained    by    his  Majefty's 

«  Subjeds 
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*  Subjeds  in  France^     upon  account  of 

*  their  being  Proteftants.     But  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  has  commanded  me  at  prefent  to 

*  inform  your  Lordfhip  of  a  very  great 

*  Violence  offered  to  an  Englijh  Ship  at 
'Sea,  coming  from  a  Foreign  Part,  which 
^  has  been  atiack'd  by  one  of  France ^    and 

*  the  PafTengers  taken  out,  contrary  to  the 

*  Treaties  between  the  two  Crowns  for 

*  the  Freedom  of  Trade  and  Navigation, 
'  and  the  Law  of  Nations.     I  need  not 

*  further  open  this  Affair  to  your  Lord- 

*  fhip,    but  refer  you  to  the  enclofed  Pa- 

*  pers,    upon  which  your  Lordfhip  is  to 

*  form  a  Complaint,  and  to  prefent  a  Me- 

*  morial  to  the  French  Court.     Mr.  Pr  lOR 

*  will  have  put  into  yourLordfhip's  Hands 

*  the  Bufinefs  of  Meflieurs  de  la  Foreji  and 
'  de  Scheus,  wherein  your  Lordfhip's  good 

*  Offices  will  be  wanting,  according  to 
\  the  Dire^ions  already  given".     I  am, 

W.  BLATHWATT. 

We  do  not  find  that  the  Earl  of  Man- 
chefiers  Remonflrances   were  always  ef-   ., 
fedual  at  the  French  Court,    though  his  I 
Perfon  feemed  to  be  very  acceptable.     He 
had  before  *  complained  to  the  Earl  of 
Jerjeyy  that  he  '  feared  he  fhould  do  biit 

*  Letter  of  j^ug.  ig,  ' 

little 
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^  litde,  efpecially  in  Matters  that  relate  to 

*  the  French  Refugees,  whatever  Promifes 

*  had  been  made  to  my  Lord  Portland, 

*  or  the  Earl  of  Jerfey  himfelf".  Of  this 
he  gives  an  Inftance  in  the  Anfvv^er  of 
MeSieurs  de  la  Foreji  and  Scheus  above- 
mentioned  J  whofe  Cafe,  however,  is  not 
at  large  recited.  And  now,  as  to  the  other 
Bufinefs  about  which  Mr.  Blathwayt  writes, 
at  King  William's  exprefs  Command, 
hisLordfhip  fays  in  another  Letter  *,  That 
'  till  he  has  more  particular  Informations 

*  about  the  Matter,    he  cannot  think  it 

*  proper  to  make  his  Complaint  5  for  it  is 

*  eafy  to  forefee,  that  this  Court  will  give 

*  him  but  little  Satisfadion  upon  it,  if  he 

*  cannot  tell  whom  to  charge  with  the 
*■■  Fault.     He  therefore  defires  my  Lord 

*  y^^fiy  ^^  ^^"^  ^^"^  what  farther  Difco- 
'  veries  he  can  make  about  it,    that  the 

*  Matter  may  be  as  clear  as  poffible".  Ac- 
cordingly my  Lord  "Jerfey  fcnt  him  over 
a  *  Paper,    which  had  been  prefented  to 

*  the  Lords  Juftices,    who  look'd  upon  it 

*  as  a  Thing  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Na* 

*  ture,  that  they  thought  fie  to  lay  it  be- 

*  fore  the  King  for  his  particular  Direc- 

*  tions".  Bu.t  the  King  of  France  was 
inflexible  with  regard  to  his  Proteftant 
Subjed:s,  of  which  Sort  it  appears  were 

*  Sep.  5.  : 

the 
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the  Paflengers,  twelve  in  Number,  who 
were  taken  out  of  an  Englijh  Veffel. 
That  Monarch,  whatever  has  been  faid 
to  his  Advantage,  was  in  reality  a  bigot- 
ted  Enthufiaft,  very  ignorant  of  the  Laws 
of  Nature  and  Nations ;  his  whole  Reign, 
with  regard  to  his  Subjeds,  being  a  conti- 
nued Violation  of  the  former,  and  with 
regard  to  his  Neighbours,  of  the  latter. 
But  we  cannot  give  a  better  Idea  of  this 
Part  of  his  Character,  than  by  inferting 
his  Excellency's  Words  in  another  Letter 
to  Lord  Jerjey,  who  had  before  writ  to 
him  about  the  Affair  therein  mentioned. 


My  Lord,  Paris,  Sept.  2,   1 699. 

*  T'  D I D  obferve  your  Lordfliip's  Di- 
«  \^  redtions,  and  had  an  Audience  fix'd 

*  before  I  fpoke    to  Monfieur  de  ^orcy  j 

*  tho'  when  I  acquainted  him  with  the 

*  Nature  of  what  I  was  to  fay,    I  found 

*  litde  Hopes  of  Succefs.     He  would  have 
'  had  me  delay  it  for  fome  Time,    and 

*  till  I  had  inform'd  myfelf  how  much 

*  the  Pretenfions  of  Madamoifelle  Malaufe 

*  amounted  to  j    which  I  declined,    fay- 

*  ing,  that  what  I  was  to  afk  of  his  Ma- 

*  jefly  was  a  Favour,    and  in  fuch  a  Cafe 

*  the  Sum   was   not    to    be   confidered, 
^  Accordingly  I  had  my  Audience,   and  I 

*  mufl   fay,    the  King  expreffed  himfclf 

*in 
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in  all  the  obliging  Terms  that  could  be 
ufed  in  a  Refulal.  He  faid.  He  was  ex- 
tremely troubled,  whenever  the  King  of 
England  aflced  any  Thing  that  he  could 
not  grant,  and  that  he  hoped  he  fliould 
not  be  put  upon  thefe  Difficulties  for  the 
future.  I  did  argue  the  Cafe  as  much 
as  it  was  proper,  letting  him  know  that 
the  King  had  that  Confideration  for  her 
and  her  Family,  that  he  hoped  his  Ma- 
jefty  would  oblige  him  in  it,  and  dif- 
tinguifh  her,  fhe  having  had  Leave  to 
go  out  of  France  5  preffing  this  as  far  as 
was  poffible.  He  was  pleafed  to  anfwer, 
That  he  knew  very  well  all  that  could  be 
iaid  upon  this  Subject  j  that  he  had  made 
it  a  Rule,  which  he  could  not  but  obferve, 
that  if  he  granted  it,  he  muft  take  from 
one  to  give  to  the  other  5  and  that  the 
better  Way  was  not  to  amufe  me  with 
Hopes,  fince  his  Refolution  was  never 
to  grant  any  thing  of  this  Nature :  But 
that  he  hoped  the  King  would  be  con- 
vinced of  his  Readinefs  to  comply  with 
him  in  Matters  of  greater  Conlequence, 
I  hope  my  Lord  Feverfiam  will  believe 
I  have  done  all  I  could  out  of  Refpecft 
for  him  ;  though  it  is  not  an  agreeable 
Subject  to  fpeak  to,  when  one  is  morally 
fatisfied  to  be  denied,  I  muit  defire 
your  Lordfhip  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  pxe- 
vent,  as  much  as  you  can,  any  Demands 

*iii 
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*  in  Relation  to  the  French  Refugees ;   f6t 

*  I  am  confident  they  defign  to  weary  vlb 

*  but  at  laft  by  their  Refufals,  and  that  it 

*  is  not,  in  my  poor  Opinion,   much  for 

*  the  King's  Honour,     I  intend  to  prefs 

*  the  Cafe  of  Meflieurs  de  la  Forefi  and 

*  de  Scheusj  it  being,  as  I  take  it,  already 

*  granted;   though  I  believe  they  will  at 

*  laft  evade  it. '— 

I  am  J  &c. 

MANCHESTER. 

Thus  we  fee  King  William  could 
not  obtain  any  Thing  from  the  French 
Court  by  Remonftrances,  which  he  had 
negleded  to  ftipulate  in  the  Treaty  of 
Rv/wick:  But  this  will  not  be  wondered 
at,  when  we  refled:  how  fhort  a  Time 
that  Treaty  itfelf  was  found  binding,  in 
its  moft  material  Articles.  We  have  an- 
other Example  of  the  Negled:  fhewn  to 
the  Britijh  Minifter's  Inftances,  in  a  Letter 
dated  only  a  Week  after  the  foregoing. 


To  the  Earl  of  Jersey. 

My  Lordf  Parisy  Sept.  9.   1 699. 

I  HAVE  received    your  Lordfhip's 
Letter  of  the  24th  paft,  with  the 
enclofed  Papers,  relating  to  the  Englip 

*•  Goods 


£ 
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Goods  feized  by  Du  Barf^  on  board 
fome  Dantzick  Ships,  and  will  prefent 
another  Memorial  about  that  Affliir,"  if 
your  Lordfhip  pleafes  5  tho'  I  cannot 
expedt  any  good  Effe6l  from  it,  becaufe 
they  gave  a  pofitive  Denial  to  Mr.  Prior, 
as  I  find  by  Monf.  l^orcys  Anfwer  to 
his  Demands  upon  that  Head,  entered 
into  the  Book  of  Memorials.  The  Words 
are  thefe,  l^hat  the  Ships  upon  which 
thefe  Goods  were  taken  are  Dantzickers , 
that  Oath  is  made^  that  the  Goods^  which 
the  Englifh  reclaimed,  belonged  Ukewife 
to  Merchants  at  Dantzick  j  that  the 
French  hold  it  therefore  for  good  Prize ^ 
and  confequenth  will  not  rejiore  it,  but 
think  the  Englifh  mu/i  have  Recourfe  to 
Dantzick  for  Reparation  of  the  Loffes^ 
which  they  foffer  in  this  Affair,  — -• — . 

/  am^    &c. 

MANCHESTER, 


Mr.  Prior  being  arrived  ztLoo,  where 
King  William  then  kept  his  Court,  he 
wrote  the  following  Letter  from  thence  to 
the  Eail  of  Moncheiler  at  Paris,  Vv'hoin 
he  had  lately  left. 


To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lord,  Loo,  Sept.  1 1 .    1 699. 

*  X  D  I D  not  trouble  you  by  laft  Poft, 

*  J^  not  being  then  able  to  give  a  very 
'  good  Account  of  myfelf ;    which  I  can 

*  do  now,    having  had  the  Honour  of  a 

*  very  long  and  particular  Audience  of  his 
'  Majefty  this  Morning  ;  the  EfFed:  of 
'  which  is,    that  he  knows  all  I  was  able 

*  to  inform  him  of,     in  relation  to  the 

*  prefent  State  of  our  Affairs  in  the  King- 
'  dom  where  you  are,  and  that  I  am 
'  ordered  to  go  from  hence  to-morrow 
'  Morning  for  the  Hague^  to  receive  what 

*  Orders  his  Majefty  may  fend  me,  and 
'  to  wait  there  till  his  farther  Pleafure  be 
'  known. 

'  Your  Excellency  fees  by  the  inclofed 
'  Memoir,    the  Cafe   of  one   Girard^    a 

*  Minifter  of  Neufchattel^  whom  his  moft 
<  Chriftian  Majeily  will  proted:  againft 
'  what  Madame  de  Nejnours,    the  lawful 

*  Sovereign  of  the  Place,  defigns  to  do  in 
'  relation  to  her  own  Subjed:.  His  Ma- 
'  jefty  commands  me  to  intimate  to  your 
'  Excellency,  That  it  is  his  Pleafure,  that 
'  you  concert  v;^ith  Monfieur  Friehergen 
^  upon  this  Subjed,  and  ufe  your  beftEn- 
'  deavours  with  the  Court  of  France^  that 

'  they 
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*  they  rhould  let  the  Matter  be  examined 
and   decided  by   its  competent  Judge?, 

*  according  to  the  Senfe  of  the  inclofed 
'  Memoir,  of  which  ^ox^^itxx^ Friebergen 

*  has  likewife  a  Copy. 

'  You  will  have  heard  of  the  King  of 

*  T)enmarU^t2Ltki  before  this  reaches  you; 

*  fo  that  as  to  public  News  I  fhall  not 

*  trouble  you. 

*  As  to  more  private  Affairs,  Obrian  is 

*  taken  up  at  BniJJels ;  fo  your  Excellency 
'  muft  get  Bayly  to  tell  you  the  Particu- 
'  lars  of  what  he  knows  relating  to  that 

*  Man,  and  what  he  thinks  would  be  beft 
'  to  do,    that  his  being  taken  up  may  be 

*  ferviceable  to  his  Majefty's  Interefts. 

'  I  write  this  Letter  inclofed  to  Bayly 

*  upon  this  Head:  The  Account  he  will 

*  give  your  Excellency  you  will  be  pleafed 

*  to  fend  diredly  to  Mr.  Blathwayt. 

'  I  take  this  Opportunity,  my  Lord,  to 

*  repeat  my  Thanks  to  you  for  your  Fa- 

*  vours  to  me  while  I  ftaid  with  you  at 

*  Paris;    and  to  afTure  your  Excellency, 

*  that  in  all  Places  and  Stations  I  continue 
'  with  great  Refpcd,  &c! 

M,  PRIOR, 

Mr.  Prior,    at  this  Time,    was  con- 
cerned in   the   moft  lecret  Affairs,    and 
fuppofed  to  know  as  much  of  them  as  any 
I  2  Man 
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Man  whatfoever.  He  is  continually  fpoken 
of  with  the  utmofl  Confidence  in  the 
Minifterial  Letters,  and  feems  to  have  been 
very  much  relied  on.  We  have  the  fol- 
lowing Paragraph  in  an  inclofed  Paper 
from  Lord  Manchejler  to  Lord  Jerfey^ 
dated  Sept.  2'^ ^  1699. 

'  I  am  informed  that  one  Mr.  MenniSy 
'  or  Mimiis^    a  Scotchman,    embarked  at 

*  Calais  for  Dover  the  Beginning  of  this 

*  Month.  The  beft  Account  I  can  get 
^  of  him  at  prefent  is.  That  he  has  fol- 
«  lowed  the  late  Kin2;'s  Fortune  ever  fmce 

*  the  Revolution,    and  being  a  Man  of 

*  Letters,  and  of  Intrigue,    found  Means 

*  to  infinuate  himfelf  into  Lord  Middle- 

*  ton'^  Favour,  who  employed  him  in  forg- 
'  ing  Letters   from  the  Jacobite  Party  in 

*  Scotland  to  the  late  King,    complaining 

*  of  Lord  Melford,  and  defiring  he  might 

*  be  removed  from  the  Miniftry,  and 
'  Lord  Middleton  appointed  to  carry  on 
'  the  Correfpondence  with  them.      This 

*  Forging,   it  feems,    was    difcovered  by 

*  MeJj'crd^  v/ho  thereupon  ruin'd  him 
'  at  St.  Germaim\   iince  which  Time  he 

*  has  continued  in  Difgrace  and  Want, 
'.  which  I  am  told  are   the  chief  Motives 

*  that  induce  him  to  venture  home.    Mr. 

*  Prior  can  give  fome  Account  of  him, 

*  and 
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*  and  I  fuppofe  *  Mr.  Macky  too,    fince 

*  he   embarked   in    the  Packet-Boat    at 

*  Dover.' 

Concerning  Obrian,  mentioned  in  Mr. 
Prior's  Letter,  Mr.  Hill  wrote  thus  from 
Brufeh^  to  Lord  Manchefler, 

'  I  came  hither  about  fix  Days  ago,  in 

*  order  to  fend  away  to  a  fafer  Place  one 

*  ObriaJJy  an  IriJ]jma?2y  who  was  lately 
'  come  from  Paris,  and  had  been  noted 

*  as  a  dangerous  Man.  I  fent  him  to 
'  Breda,  and  there  I  believe  he  is  in  good 
'  Hands.  I  would  now  beg  of  your  Lord- 
'  (hip  to  let  fome  Enquiry  be  made  about 
'  him,    that  we  may  know  what  he  can 

*  difcover  at  leaft,    if  he  can  be  brought 

*  to  Confeffion.     I  believe  this  is  the  Man 

*  who  carried  off  Goodman,  and  I  believe 
'  he   went   alfo  from  Englaftd  with  Sir 

*  George  Berkeley^ . 

In  anfwer  to  thefe  two  Requefts,  Lord 
Manchefler  inciofed  the  following  Paper  in 
a  Letter  toLord  Jerfey,  dated  05i.  5.  1669, 

*  This  Mr.  Machf  was  at  that  Time  Direftor  of  the 
Packet-Eoats  between  D<yver  and  France.  He  wrote,  Cha- 
rafters  of  the  Englijh  and  Scots  Nobility,  l^c.  to  be  found 
in  a  Book  in  titled,  Memoirs  of  Secret  Services. 

I  3  '  The 
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'  The  bed  Account  I  can  learn  of  O- 
brian,  is  what  he  faid  of  himfelf  when 
he  fir  ft  came  over,  inz.  That  he  was 
always  a  great  Acquaintance  of  Good- 
man ;  that  they  had  often  robbed  upon 
the  Highway  ;  that  when  he  received 
the  News  of  his  being  an  Evidence,  he 
was  in  Cuftody  of  a  Meffenger  j  that  he 
was  engaged  with  him  in  the  Affaffina-; 
tion,  though  none  of  the  others  knew 
of  it,  which  made  him  refolve  to  get 
Goodman  out  of  the  Way  ;  fo  employ- 
ing fbme  Friends,  he  foon  obtained  his 
Liberty.  Colonel 7;zg-r^;;2  came  to  him, 
and  told  him,  that  his  Friend  would 
ruin  Lord  Aylesbury  and  Lord  Montgo- 
mery, if  not  prevented  -,  and  that  thole 
Lords  would  not  fpare  any  Money  to 
perfuade  Goodman  to  go  to  France^  or 
to  have  him  carried  away  by  Force, 
This  Ohrion  undertook,  and  Ingram 
procured  a  Settlement  of  500/.  per  Ann, 
from  the  two  Lords,  belides  500  /.  in 
Money.  That  with  fome  Difficulty 
Obrian  and  Ingram  met  Goodman  at 
the  Dog  in  Drury-Lane^  where  with 
fair  Words,  but  more  out  of  Fear,  he 
confenred  to  go,  and  Obrian  never  left 
him  afterwards  till  he  brought  him  to 
«S/.  Germahjs,  where  he  was  well  re- 
ceived :    But  having  fpent  their  Money, 

any  Thing 
*    would 


and   Goodman  not 


finding 
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would  be  done  for  him,    he  was  difTa- 
tisfied ;   and  left,  when  my  Lord  'Port^ 
land  came,    he  might  go  to  his  Houfe 
for  Protedion,     he   was  fecured,     and 
was  never  heard  of  fince.     This  Obrian 
foon  after  turned  his  Religion,    and  fo 
procured  a  fmall  Penfion.      Upon  the 
Peace,  Colonel  Ingram  was  obliged  to 
leave  Rngland^  by  reafon  of  the  late  Ad: 
of  Parliament,    and  Obrian  complained 
to  King  James  that  he  kept  their  Mo- 
ney, which  he  denied:    But  foon  after, 
the   faid  Lords  remitted  250/,  which 
King  James  ordered  to  be  divided  be- 
tween  Obrian  and  Goodmans  Woman, 
and  fo  Matters  continued  till  he  went  to 
Brufjeh  to  Lord  Aylesbury.  It  is  thought, 
that  if  he  beheved  he  fliould  not  be  foon 
releafed,  he  would  difcover  all  he  knows, 
and  he  is  fully  acquainted  with  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  moft  Lords. 
'  As  for  the  Perfons  in  Cuftody,  I  can- 
not learn  any  Thing  but  what  Mr.  Pkior 
knows.     They  are  no  longer  in  Pain 
for  them   at  St.  Ger mains y    iince  Lord 
Metford  writes  from  Flanders^  that  there 
is  no  Evidence  againft  then)." 

The  Affair  of  Monfieur  Girard^    the 

Minifter  oi  Net/f chattel,  mentioned  in  Mr. 

Prior's  Letter,    was  reprefented  to  the 

French  Miniftry  by  M.  Friebergen,    the 

I  A.  Dutch 
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Dutch  AmbafTador,  my  Lord  Manchefter 
being  incUfpofed:  But  the  Reprefentation 
had  no  EffeO,  the  King  of  France  per- 
fiiiing  in  his  Refolution  of  protedling  the 
Minifier,  in  Defiance  of  the  Treaty  of 
Rylwick. 

Biiibre  Mr.  Prior  removed  from  Hoi" 
land.,  he  wrote  Lord  Manchefter  the  fol- 
lowing Letter. 


To  the  Earl cf  Manchester. 

Mj  Lord,  Hague,  Oil.  i6,    1699. 

IH  A  \^  E  the  Honour  of  your  Ex- 
cellency s  Letters,  that  of  the  5th, 
which  came  ilrait  hither,  and  that  of 
the  30ihpafl-,  by  way  oi  Kngland^  and 
returned  thence.  I  underdand  by  the 
Gentleman,  norhing  can  be  done  fo  foon 
as  we  wifh  :  But  as  I  have  fpoken  to 
the  Pcrlbns  concerned  here,  in  a  little 
time  I  ihall  be  able  to  give  him  a  bet- 
ter Anfwer  than  I  can  at  prefent.  It  is 
thciight  proper  that  Bayly  be  continued 
in  fiatii  quo.  Mr.  Tard  has  let  my  Lord 
jerjey  know  what  he  has  done  in  re- 
lation to  the  Advices  which  Conchman 
brought.  This,  at  prefent,  my  Lord, 
is  all  1  can  fay  upon  this  Subje(3:  in  ge- 
neral J  as  foon  as  we  can  get  together  in 
England i    I  hope  to  be  more  particular 

'  upon 
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*  upon  it,  and  more  fatisfadory  to  the  Gen-. 

*  tlemen  concerned. 

*  We  expedl  the  King  here  to-nnorrow 

*  Night  for  certain,    and  about  Saturday 

*  following  we  fliall  be  wi{hing  the  Wind 
'  fair.     Obrian  is  by  this  Time  on  board, 

*  in  order  to  his  going  for  England.     The 

*  other  Perfons  feized  this  Summer,  about 

*  Loo^  are  ftill  in  Cuftody  at  Arnheim, 

'  I  trouble  Mr.  Stanyan  with  what  is 

*  lefs  material,  and  detain  your  Excellency 

*  no  longer  than  to  repeat  to  you  the  Al- 

*  furances  of  my  being,    with  Zeal  and 
«  Refpea:,* 

M   PRIOR. 

Lord  Jerfey  having  been  in  Holland  with 
his  Majefty  at  the  End  of  the  Seafon,  he 
received  at  his  Return  a  Letter  from  Lord 
MancheJ^er,  of  which  we  fhall  give  an 
Extrad. 


My  Lord,  Pans,  Oil.  29,   1699. 

*  T  Suppofe  this  will  find  your  Lordfliip 

*  ■»■  fafely  arrived  in  Engld?2d,  and  I  hope 

*  you  received  mine  of  the  5th  Inflant  in 

*  Holland,  wherein  I  gave  your  Lordfhip 

*  the  fullefl  Account  I  could  get  of  Obrian. 
*  I  am  to  acquaint  your  Lordfhip,  that 

'  Bryerlyy  one  of  the  AfTafllnators,    who 

*  had  formerly  fome  Thoughts  of  going 

'  into 
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int®  England^  aad  difcovering  what  he 
he  knew,  in  Hopes  of  obtaining  his  Par- 
don, and  getting  a  Recompence,  conti- 
nues ftill  in  great  Neceflity,  and  is  faid 
to  be  in  the  fame  Refolution.  Some 
Steps  were  made  by  Mr.  Prior  in  that 
Matter,  when  he  was  here,  of  which 
he  can  inform  your  Lordfliip ;  and  in 
cafe  it  may  be  judged  for  his  Majefty's 
Service  to  have  him  come  over  I  am 
fure  the  Promife  of  a  Pardon  and  fome 
Reward  will  tempt  him.  I  therefore 
defire  your  Lordfhip  would  fend  me  his 
Majefty's  Direftions  thereupon,  which 
I  fhall  contrive  to  perform  in  the  fafeft 
Manner  for  him,  and  the  Perfon  who 
is  to  go  between  us/ 

MANCHESl'ER. 

Two  Days  after  his  Lordihip  wrote  a 
Letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  which  is  the  firft 
that  has  been  preferved,  though  doubtlcfs 
many  preceded  it. 


S  I  Rf  Paris,  Od.  31,    1699. 

IS  H  A  L  L  now  begin  to  trouble  you 
often,  believing  you  are  fettled  in  the 
Office,  which  will  be  another  Sort  of 
Life  than  that  in  France  ;  but  when  I 
coniider  you  have  fo  worthy  a  Perfon, 

'  and 
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'  and  fo  good  a  Friend  to  a6l  under,    I 

*  then  think  nothing  can  ftand  in  Com- 
'  petition  with  it.     I  {hall  be  every  Day 

*  more  fenfible  of  the  Lofs  of  you  here, 

*  which  I  hope  you  will  make  up  to  me, 
^  by  letting  me  hear  often  from  you.     I 

*  have  acquainted  my  Lord  Jerfey  with 

<  what  *  paffed  in  relation  to  me  and  the 

*  Portugal  AmbafTador  in  the  Apartment 

<  of  Monfieur  de  Torcy.     He  is  going  a- 

*  way,    elfe   it  would  be  impoffible  but 

<  there  muft  be  farther  Difputes  of  that 

<  Nature.     The  firfl:  Opportunity  I  have, 
^  I  fhall  certainly   return   his  Rudenefs. 

*  When  you  can  do  it  conveniently,    put 

*  my  Lord  yerfey  in  mind  of  what  we 

*  have  often  difcourfed  about,    in  relation 

*  to  the  Affairs  of  France^   and  what  he 
f  was  fo  kind  as  to  fay  he  would  prevent, 

*  if  polTible,  when  I  had  the  Honour  of 

*  feeing  him  lad.     You  can  eafily  imagine 
f  I  {hall  not  be  able  to  obtain  any  Thing 

*  of  this  Court,    if  Matters  of  Moment 

*  mu{l  be  only  tranfad:ed  by  Monfieur  3e 

*  Taliard:     Not  that  I  am  de{irous  of 

*  knowing  more  than  what  he  would  think 

*  proper,  in  the  Po{l:  I  am  in.     I  need  not 
^  tell  you  that  as  a  great  Expence  is  ne- 

*  ceffary  here,  fo  an  Efteem  for  the  Per- 

*■  Tlie  AfFronthis  Lordfhip  mentions,  was  the  Ambaf- 
lr,dors  running  in  before  him,  contrary  to  Form,  at  tiie 
Trench  Minilter'd, 

^  fon 
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'  fon  is  as  much  ;   and  I  flatter  myfelf  I 

*  lliall  not  forfeit  it,  unlefs  this  Court  finds 
'  1  am  only  here  to  make  a  Show. 

*  Monfieur  de  Hallard  is  daily  exped:edj 

*  and  it  may  be  will  flill  make  his  Com- 
'  plaintFj  as  formerly,  of  the  Delays  he 
'  meets  Vv^ith  in  Englarid,  If  fo,  I  can 
^  now  anfwer  him  much  better,  by  what 
*"  I  have  it^'^i  fince  my  coming  here. 

'  The  Day  of  Parade  is  near,  and,  with 

*  the  Help  of  the  Advice  you  give  me, 
*'  it  will  go  welL  The  Calafh  is  done, 
'  and  I  like  it ;  though  I  alTure  you  the 
'  Coaches  I  brought  from  England  do  ex- 

*  ceed  it  in  Gilding,  Painting,  and  Carving. 
^  All  who  fee  it  do  own,  and  the  French 
^  confefs,  they  cannot  come  up  to  our 
'  Gilding,  though  they  pretend  theirs  will 
^  laft  longer.  I  wifli  you  was  to  be  here 
^  for  a  few  Days.  The  belt  Apartment 
^  is  now  a  la  Francoife  ;  Velvet  and  Da- 
^  maik  Chairs  with  Gold  Galoon,  the 
'  Frames  gilded.  Marble  Tables,  with 
'  large  Looking-Glaffes,  ^c.  I  found  it 
'  was  abfolutely  necelTary,  and  when  I 
^  was  doing  it,  I  would  do  it  well.  The 
^  Chapel,  which  I  have  enlarged  into 
^  the  Garden,  looks  very  handfome, 

'  I  cannot  finifb  this,  without  my  Wiflies 

*  that  you  may  fucceed  in  all  Things  for 
'"  your  Advantage.  I  am,  &c. 

MANCHESTER, 
Immediately 
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Immediately  after  receiving  this  Letter, 
Mr,  Prior  was  fent  over  to  Lord  Man- 
chejier  at  Tarts.  We  have  a  fhort  Letter 
from  Lord  Jerfey^  which  gives  fome  Idea 
of  the  Meffage  he  was  fent  on,  and  fhews 
the  great  Credit  he  was  in  with  the  then 
Miniilry. 

^0  the  Earl  of  Manchester^ 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  OB.  23.  1699.  O.^, 

*  "T  HAVE  received  your  Lordship's 

*  \^  Letter  of  the  2  8  th  of  Oi^o^fr.    Be- 

*  fore  you  receive  this,    Mr.  PRit>R  will 
'  be  with  you.     It  is  his  Majefty's  Defirs 

*  that  you  difcourfe  the  Bufinefs  of  the 
'  Partition  Treaty  with  Mr.  Prior,  who 

*  has  already  Knowledge  of  it ,    and  ac- 

*  cording  to  the  Account  your  Lordfhip 

*  gives  next  of  it,    you  fhall  receive   his 
'  Majefty's  farther  Diredlions.     What  elfe 

*  your  Letters  contain,  I  mufl  beg  Leave 

*  to  put  off  the  anfwering  it  to  another 

*  Time,  I  am,  &c. 

JERSEY. 

Mr.  Prior  being  arrived.  Lord  Man- 
r/6^Tr  gavean  account  of  it  toLordy^?/^)', 
in  a  Letter  dated  A'i'y.  6,  1699,  which 
begins  thus. 

My 


126  The  HISTORY  of 

My  Lordy 

*  "\  yf  R-  Prior  informed  your  Lord- 

*  iVX  ^'?y    by  Wednefdays  Poft,    of 

*  his  Arrival  here.     He  having  explained 

*  to  me  the  Subject  upon  which  he  was 
^  fenr,  I  wrote  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy^    in 

*  order  to  procure  an  Audience,  ^c.'"* — 

This  Journey  of  Mr.  Prior's,  tho'  he 
merrily  fpeaks  of  it  himfelf  as  if  he  was 
only  fent  of  a  Courier's  Errand,  was  a  Mat- 
ter of  too  much  Importance  to  be  pafled 
over  privately.  The  Englipo  Ambaflador 
informs  his  Friend  the  Secretary,  in  ano- 
ther Letter  dated  Nov.  ii.    '  That   he 

*  thought  proper  to  tell  Monfieur  de  Torcy^ 

*  that  Mr.  Prior  was  there,  fince  it  was 

*  impoflible  but  that  he  fhould  have  heard 
'  it '  J  and  his  Lordfliip  imagined  the 
French  Minifler  *  might  have  thought  that 

*  he  was  not  fair  with  him,    if  he  had 

*  concealed  it  \  In  the  fame  Letter  Lord 
Manchefier  mentioned  his  having  applied 
about  bringing  the  Treaty  of  Spain  to  a 
happy  Conclufion,  and  that  he  was  pro- 
mifed  an  Audience  on  that  Affair :  Alfo, 
that  he  had  got  M.  Friebergen  to  go  to 
the  Portugal  Ambaflador,  for  an  Expli- 
cation of  his  late  Proceeding.  That  Am- 
baffador,    after  a  great  deal  of  Difcourfe, 

faid 
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faid  that  he  had  not  heard  of  any  Rule 
cftablifhed  amongfl  AmbafTadors  in  their 
going  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy ;  that  he  was 
in  Hafte  when  he  went  in,  and  did  not 
intend  any  Affront, 

Mr.  Prior's  Stay  at  Paris  was  very 
(hort.  In  a  few  Days  after  Lord  Majt- 
chejiers  Writing,  he  received  two  Letters, 
one  from  the  Earl  of  Jerfey^  and  another 
from  his  poetical  Friend.  Lord  Jerfef^ 
has  the  following  Poftfcript. 

*  I  have  received  your  Lordfhip's  of 

*  Nov.  II.     I  told  the  King  the  Excufes 

*  the   Portugal  AmbafTador   made    you, 

*  which  his  Majefty  feemed  fatisfied  with. 

*  Mr.  Prior  is  come  5  but  till  Monfieur 
'  'Tallard  comes,  you  will  have  no  further 
'  Dired;ion  about  the  Spanijh  Affair.' 

Mr.  Prior's  Letter  we  fhall  infert  at 
large ;  as  indeed  nothing  ought  to  be  fup- 
prefled  that  came  from  him. 


To  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lord y  Lond.  Nov.^^.  1699. 

I  Arrived  here  on  Friday  Night,  and 
every  Body  confeffes  that  only  Roger 
is  fitter  than  I  to  be  fent  Exprefs  :  On 
Saturday  Morning  my  Lord  Jerfey  car- 

*  ried 
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'  ried  me  to  the  King.     I  firft  read  to  his 

*  Majefty  what  your  Lordfhip  faid  to 
'  the  King  of  France,  and  what  the 
'  King  anfwered  thereupon  ;  and  then  I 

*  explained  to  his  Majefty  the  Subftance 
'  of  the  whole  that  had  pafs'd  during  my 

*  being  in  France.     His  Majefty  is  fatif- 

*  fied  with  every  Step  your  Excellency 

*  made  j   and,    in  one  Word,  we  did  as 

*  we  ought  to  do.  His  Majefty  afked 
'  me  a  great  many  Queftions  about  your 
'  Entry.  You  will  eaftly  believe  I  was 
^  glad,  on  that  Occafton,  to  do  you  Juf- 
'  tice.     His  Majefty  asked  me  about  the 

*  Rank  which  Monfieur  ^^  Torcfs  Coach 
'  had  5  and  in  all  this  Affair,  I  can  affure 
^  your  Excellency,    he  is  very  well  fatis- 

*  fied.      I  have  feen  as  well  Charles   as 

*  yames  Frby,  and  Chrifiopher  Montague, 
'  I  have  been  asked  ten  thoufand  Queftions, 
'  and  gave  them  the  News  of  my  Lord 
^  MandeviH  being  to  arrive  zxFaris  within 
'  thefe  fix  Months ;  for  which  we  wifh 
'  all  very  heartily.     I  contradled  a  Cold 

*  in  the  Voyage,  and  wifely  increafed  it, 
'  by.  running  about  thefe  two  Days.  I 
'  am  blooded,  and  keep  my  Chamber 
'  to-day,  which  is  the  Reafon  of  my 
'  ufing  another  Hand  :  I  hope  your  Ex*- 
'  cellency  will  excufe  it.  The  King  dined 
'  to-day  with  my  Lord  Rochejier,  at  his 
'  Houfe  UQ?i^  Richmond  3  my  Lord  Jcrfey 

'  is 
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*  is  gone  to  dine  with  him.  Whig  and 
'  Tory  are,    as  of  old,  implacable.     Dr. 

*  TPA'Denant  is  coming  out  with  another 

*  Book,  in  which  he  attacks  the  Grants ; 

*  and  is  (as  I  am  told)  very  fcurrilous  a- 
'  gainft  my  Lord   Chancellor,    and  our 

*  dear  Friend  *  Charles.  This,  I  think,  is 
'  all  the  News  I  have  known  fince  my 
'  Arrival.     I  have  only  to  add  my  great 

*  Thanks  to  your  Excellency   for  your 

*  Hofpitality  and  Kindnefs  to  me  in 
'  France^    and  wifh  you  Succefs  in  every 

*  Thing  there,  with  all  poffible  Zeal  and 

*  Sincerity,        I  am,  &c. 

M.  PRIOR. 

The  Account  of  what  paffed  at  Lord 
Manchejlers  Audience,  which  Mr,  Prior 
fays  he  read  to  his  Majefty,  is  preferved  en- 
tive  in  Cole^  Memoirs,  to  which  I  am  in- 
debted for  many  Particulars  in  this  Part  of 
our  Hiftory.  We  have  it  there  both  in 
French  and  Englifi ;  but  the  latter  is  fuffi- 
cient  for  our  Purpofe. 

'  Sunday  thQ  i ^th  of  Novemher,  hisEx- 
'  cellency  had  an  Audience  pf  the  King  at 
'  Verfailks :  The  Subftance  of  which  is  as 

*  follows.' 

f  Afterwards  Lords  Halifax, 

K  SIR, 
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His  Excellency  s  Speech. 

S  I  R, 

LoaW^«- <  ^  I   ^HE  King  my  Mafter  having  found 

Alienee  '     Jl      ^^^^  Monfieur  de  Tallard  was,  by 
'  *  his  Inftruftions,  obHged  to  quit  Holland 

*  before  he  figned  the  Treaty  which  was 
'  projedted  with  your  Majefty,  relating  to 
'  the  Sacceffion  of  Spain  ;  His  Majefty  has 

*  ordered  me  to  delire  this  private  Audi- 
'  ence,  to  allure  you,    Sir,    that  the  King 

*  continues  in  the  fame  Sentiments  he  was 

*  always  of.  in  regard  to  that  Treaty. 
'  Your  Majefty  knows  very  well  the  good 

*  Offices  employ'd  by  the  King  my  Maf- 

*  ter,    to  make  the  Imperialifts  enter  into 

*  it.     He  has  alfo  done  all  he  could   to 

*  make  the    States  like  it.     His  Majefty 

*  continues  toad:  as  he  did.  Astowhatcon- 
,  *  cerns  the  King's  figning    it,    he  caufed 

*  the  Earl  of  Jer/ey  to  come  into  Holland 

*  exprefly  for  this  End  j    and  I  doubt  not 

*  but  the  Count  de  T^allard  will  have  told 
'  your  Majefty,    how  often  the  King  my 

*  Mafter   has  offered   himfelf  to  ftgn  it, 

*  to  Ihew  that  he  was  ready  to  do  all  that 
^  depended  upon  him. 

*  Your  Majefty  will  give  me  Leave  to 

*  be  a  lirtle  long,    in  telling  you  how  this 

*  Affair  has  pafted  3    that  fo  your  Majefty 

*  may 
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*  may  have  it  perfed:ly  cleared  up,    that 

*  there  is  no  Alteration  in  the  Intention 

*  of  the  King  my  Mafter.     The  Bulinefs 

*  was  propofed  to  the  States  of  the  Pro- 
^  vince  of  Holland^  as  to  thofe  who  were 

*  the  moft  interefted  in  it ;  for  it  was  noc 

*  apprehended  that  any  Obftacles  {hoiild 
'  be  met  with  ellewhere,  if  the  Confent 
'  of  that  Province  was  had.  That  was  alfo 

*  the  beft  Way  to  make  the  Secret  of  this 

*  Affair  lefs  apt  to  be  divulged. 

'  Sir,  if  it  has  been  reprefented  to  you, 

*  that  the  King  my  Mafter  might  have 

*  made  ufe  of  the  Credit  he  has  with  the 

*  States  to  caufe  this  Treaty  to  be  con- 

*  eluded  ;    I  will  own  that  the  King  has 

*  a  great  deal  of  Credit  in  that  Country : 
'  But  then  this  Credit  does  always  con- 
'  form  itfelf  to  the  Manners  and  Cuftoms 
'  of  the  Country  ;    and  if  the  States  had 

*  found  no  Objection,  the  Bufinefs  could 
'  not  have  been  ended  without  the  Con- 
'  fent  of  every  City ;  which  could  not  be 

*  had  in  lets  Time  than  a  Month  or  three 
'  Weeks,  as  the  Pen fionary  and  the  Earl  of 

*  Portland  have  given  Count  Tallard  to 

*  underftand.   But  fince  his  Orders  did  not 

*  give  Leave  to  wait  for  the  Conclufiori 

*  of  the  Affair,  the  King  my  Mafter  hopes 
'  that  your  Majefty  will  renew  your  Or- 

*  ders  to  Monfieur  de  Tallard,  or  will  fend 

*  Orders  to  Monfieur  de  Banrepos^  to  en- 

K  2  '  dcavoar 
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'  deavour  to  remove  all  Obftacles,  that  fo 

*  the  Project  of  the  Treaty  may  have  its 

*  Effed. 

The  French  KING'S  Anfwer. 

*  T"  O  W  N  I  was  a  Htile  fiirprized  that 
'  \^  the  Affair  was  not  finifhed  at  the 

*  Expiration  of  the  Time,  and  before  the 

*  King  your  Mafter  fat  out  for  England, 

*  I  am  fatisfied  with  the  AfTurances  which 
'  you  now  give  me  from  him,    that  he 

*  continues  ftill  in  the  fame  Intention  -,  and 

*  I  hope  he  will  always  continue  to  con- 
'  tribute  all  he  can  with  the  States.  As 
'  for  me,    I  am  flill  of  the  fame  Mind, 

*  and  I  ad;  with  the  fame  Sincerity,      I 

*  will  foon  fend  Monfieur  de  Tallard  with 

*  the  neceflary  Inftrudtions. 

Lord  Manchefter  thus  continues  the  Ac- 
count of  what  followed.     '  When  I  faid, 

*  That  the  Reafon  the  States  of  Holland 

*  were  not  foonsr  acquainted  with  it,  was, 

*  that  it  could  not  be  propofed  to  them, 

*  till  it  was  known  whether  the  Imperial- 
^  ifts   would  come  in  or  no :    The  King 

*  faid,  with  Warmth,  They  have  had 
'   Time  enough  given  them,  and  even  too 

*  much.  As  to  Count  Mallard's  having 
'  Orders  to  come  away,    the  King  took 

*  no  Notice  of  it,    nor  that  he  had  been 

'in- 
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informed  of  every  Step.  Upon  my  fay- 
ing, Monfieur  de  Tallard  has  been  in- 
formed of  all  that  has  been  done  in  this 
Affair,  and  has  even  feen  all  the  Letters 
which  Monfieur  Hop  wrote  to  the  Pen- 
fionary  j  and  it  being  firft  propofed  to 
the  Province  of  Holland,  it  feemed  that 
he  was  fatisfied  in  thofe  Points :  I  took 
Occafion  to  fee  if  Monfieur  de  Bonrepos 
had  any  Orders ;  faying,  That  the  King 
my  Mafler  was  defirous  that  your  Ma- 
jefty  might  be  informed  by  Monfieur  de 
Tallard^  or  Monfieur  de  Bonrepos^  of  all 
that  paffes  3  and  even  the  States  will  al- 
ways have  a  great  regard  for  all  that 
comes  from  your  Majefty.  The  King 
anfwered.  In  this  Affair  I  confided  only 
in  Monfieur  de  Tallard  -,  and  I  know 
very  well  that  the  King  your  Mafler  has 
more  Credit  in  Holland  than  I  on  this 
Occafion.  When  I  faid.  That  the  King 
had  recommended  it  to  the  Care  of  the 
Penfionary,  and  that  we  hoped  the  Dif- 
ficulties were  fuch  as  might  be  furmount- 
ed :  The  King  anfwered.  That  he  hoped 
it  alfo;  and  that  he  imagined  Somebody 
fhould  come  from  the  States  into  Engla7i'd, 
and  that  the  Treaty  would  be  figned 
there.  The  King  added,  I  have  it,  you 
know,  under  the  Hands  of  the  King 
your  Mafter,  as  he  has  it  under  mine. 
Then  I  faid,  I  have  alfo,  Sir,  particular 
K  ^  *  Orders 
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'  Orders  to  inform  your  Majefty  from  the? 

*  King,  in  what  Manner  he  has  kept  his 

*  Word  J  and  that,  as  he  has  aded  on  this 

*  Occafion  with  an  open  Heart,  and  all 
'  poffible  Sincerity ;    fo  he  will  continue 

*  to  adl  on  all  other  Occafions,  that  may 
'  contribute  to  the  flrengthening  hisFriend- 
'  {hip  and  good  Correfpondence  with  your 

*  Majefty.   The  King  anfwered,  You  may 

*  aflbre  the  King  your  Mafter  that  I  will 
'  do  the  fame." 

Mr.  Prior  returned  on  the  i8th  o^ No- 
vember 1699,  N.  S.  with  this  Account  of 
the  private  Audience  to  London.  His 
Lordfhip's  public  Audience  was  imme- 
diately after.  He  writes  thus  the  Day  be- 
fore Mr.  Prior  fat  out  from  Paris,  and 
in  all  Probability  by  him. 


To  the  Earl  -o/' Jersey. 

My  Lord,  Paris,  AW',  i  7,   1699. 

ISuppofe  your  Lordiliip  will  eafily 
believe  I  have  but  little  Time  to 
write,  when  you  know  I  am  in  the 
Hotel  des  AmbalJhdeurs,  and  am  to  have 
to-morrow  my  Audience  at  Verfailks. 
Neither  do  I  think  it  proper  to  trouble 
your  Lordfjiip  wiih  an  Account  of  what 
has  been  d^on^  in  Obedience  to  his  Ma- 

*  jefty's 
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*  jefty's  Comm.nd,    fince  Mr.   Prior  is 

*  fully  intorm'd  of  all  Proceedings,    and 

*  what  pafled  in  my  private  Audience. — '- 

*  I   lliall  always   difcharge   his  Majelly's 

*  Orders  with  all  the  Secrecy  and  C;.re  itna- 

*  ginablej  and  I  am  apt  to  think  u'i-  Oc- 

*  cafion  will  make   Monfieur  de  Mallard 

*  take  care  how  he  behaves  himfelf ;    for 

*  he  was  not  very  eafy  when  he  found  Mr. 

*  Prior  was  come,  and  that  I  was  to  have 

*  an  Audience.'     I  am,  ^c. 

MANCHESTER. 

His  Lordihip,  as  he  writes  in  another 
Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Jerfey,  went  to 
VerfailleSy  and  had  his  Audience,  the  fame 
Day  that  Mr.  Prior  left  Paris.  He  • 
then  found,  that  what  he  had  difcourfed 
in  private  to  the  King  had  its  deiired  Ef- 
fedl ;  for  Monfieur  'Tallard^  who  had 
been  called  home,  was  ordered  to  return 
to  England  the  next  Week.  '  On  the 
^  whole,    fays  his  Excellency,    I  find  the 

*  Court  impatient  *  till  it  is  done,  by  M. 

*  de  Torcfs  faying,    no  Time  was  to  be 
'  loft  ;  that  the  King  of  Spai?i*s  Life  was 

*  very  uncertain,  and  that  by  the  laft  Ac- 

*  count  they  had  heard  he  was  ill  again.' 
He  adds,  '  I  hope  his  Majefty  approves  of 

*  Till  the  Treaty  is  figned. 

K  4  the 
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the  Account  Mr.  Prior  will  have  given. 
I  fliall  continue  to  obey  your  Lordfhip's 
Orders,  as  becomes,  &c' 

Soon  after,  he  wrote  the  following. 


To  Mr.   Prior. 

SIR,  Paris,  Nov.  z^.   1699. 

'^   SEND  you  the  enclofed,  which  I 
^  A.  ^^°^  ^^^  Liberty  to  open,  not  know- 

*  ing  but  there  might  be  fome  Dire<5lions 
'  for  me,    by  reafon  I  had  none  by  that 

*  Poft  from  my  Lord  Jerfey  nor  Mr.  Tard. 

*  I  fuppofe  you  will  eafily  excufe  it.   I  de- 
'  fire  you  will  let  my  Lord  know,  that  I 

*  have  nothing  at  prefent  to   trouble  him 

*  with.     1  am  impatient  to  know  how  his 

*  Majefty  approves  of   our   Proceedings ; 
'  and  I  muft  put  you  in  mind  of  the  Ca- 

*  taiogue  of  Books,    and  alfo  what  Me- 

*  thod  I  muft  take  about  the  ninety  Louis 

*  that  you  had  a  Note  of  5    for  I  intend 

*  foon  to  fend  the  Account  of  my  Extra- 

*  ordinaries.     I  fliil  continue  to  make  pub- 

*  lie  Difcour/es  here,  having  had  my  Au- 
'  dience  of  Madame  laft  Sunday.     I  went 

*  with  five  Coaches  and   all  the  Englijh 

*  Gendemen,     and  twenty-four  Men  in 

*  Livery,  each  of  them  carrying  a  white 

*  Flambeau.    I  am  glad  I  am  coming  to  a 

'  Con- 
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Conclufion  of  thefe  Vaniries,   though  I 
am  fatisfied  it  does  Service  here,    and 
makes   bme   very   uneafy.      I  am  told 
that  one  Ogilby  went  from  hence  on  Sim- 
day  laft  to  St.  Valery,    in  order  to  em- 
bark for  England'.    That  he  was  to  ad- 
drefs  himfelf   to  my  Lord  Dnimmond 
upon  his  Arrival  at  London ;    and  after 
fome  Stay  there,   to  go  to  Duke  H 
with  Meflages,  if  not  Letters,  from  the 
Court  of  St.  Germaim.     It  is  thought  it 
might  be  for  his  Majefty's  Service  to  have 
him  feized ;  but  I  cannot  give  any  parti- 
cular Directions  where  he  is  to  be  found. 
The  likelieft  Way  is  by  watching  my 
Lord  Drummond.     He  has  been  often 
employed  between  England  and  France 
in  the  late  War ;  fo  that  I  prefume  Mat- 
ter enough  may  be  found  againft  him. 
You   will  acquaint  my  Lord  Jerfey  of 
this ;  which  will  oblige,  &c' 

MANCHESTER, 

This  was  followed  by  another  in  about 
a  Fortnight  after. 


To 
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To  Mr.  Prior. 

SIR,  Paris,  Dec.  g,    1 699. 

*  X  COULD  wifh  this  Court  was  fo  well 

*  J^  inclined  as  to  grant  any  Favour  in 

*  relation  to  the  French  Proteftants :    But 

*  at  prefent  I  cannot  fee  any  Inclination  j 

*  neither  can  I  hope  ever  to  have  fuch  Cre- 

*  dit  with  IVIonfieur  {ie  Torcy,    as  on  my 

*  own  Account  to  perfuade  him:  If  at 
'  anv  Time  I  fee  a  Probability,  I  fliall 
^  not  fail  to  ad  as  is  defired.     I  have  not 

*  yet  made  all  my  Vifits  of  Ceremony  ; 
'  and  this  Day  I  am  going  to  the  Arfenal. 

*  You  will  be  fo  kind  as  to  make  my  Ex- 

*  cufe  to  Lord  Jer/ey^    having  nothing  ac 

*  prefent  to  acquaint  him  with,  only  that 

*  King  James  continues  ftill  ill.     His  Dif- 

*  temper  is  Boils  in  his  Backfide.     I  do 

*  not  hear  there  is  much  Danger,    unlefs 

*  it  {hould  turn  to  a  Fiftula.     In  a  little 

*  Time  you  fliall  hear  more.  Monfieur 
'  de  Taliard  could  not  be  fo  foon  with  you 

*  as  he  intended,  becaufe  the  Wind  con- 
'  tinued  fome  Days  againft  him,  and  ob- 

*  liged  him  to  ftay  at  Calais.  I  am  glad 
'  to  hear  our  Proceedings  were  approved 
'  of,    and  I  am  impatient  to  know  the 

*  Succefs  of  that  Matter;    though  it  may 

«  be 
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^  be  I  (hall  hear  it  firft  from  Monfieur  de 
*  Torcy,     I  am,  G?r. 

MANCHESTER 

'In  a  Letter  by  the  fame  Poft,  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Charks  Montague^  Efq; 
his  Lordfhip  fays, 


SIR, 

*  Ik  yf  R.  Prior'5   coming  here,     and 

*  JX'X  ^^^  private  Audience  I  had  of  the 
'  King  the  Day  of  my  Entry,  occafioned 

*  much  Diicourfe,     and  did  me  Service 

*  with  the  Minifters ;    for  now  they  fee 

*  the  King  does  not  rely  on  Monfieur  de 
^  Tallard.  -.  King  James,   upon  Mr. 

*  Prior's  coming  hither,  believed  I  was 
'  to  be  recalled,    and  he  to  be  left  here  ; 

*  which  for  fome  Time,  gave  him  greac 
'  Satisfadion.  It  is  not  agreeable  to  them 
^  to  fee  me  live  in  fuch  a  Manner,  that 
*=  none  of  the  Englijlo  come  to  Paris  but 

*  they  addrefs  themfelves  to  me,  G?f.' 

MANCHESTER. 


We  fee  here  what  Reputation  our  Poet 
was  in,  that  King  James  ihould  fufpe<5t 
his  being  left  AmbalTador. 

On 
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-  On  the  30th  of  November ^    O.  S.  Mr. 
Prior  wrote  the  following  to  Lord  Man^ 

chejler. 


My  Lord,  Whitehall,  ;^^^;  ^^"'^    ,699. 

MY  Indifpofition  has  been  fuch, 
and  I  have  had  fo  little  worth 
troubling  you  with  for  thefe  two  Pofts, 
that  I  may  eafily  be  excufed  for  not  hav- 
ing writ.  My  Lord  Jerfey  has  for  thefe 
fix  Days  had  a  Fit  of  the  Gout,  accom- 
panied with  a  Fever,  which  has  hardly 
let  him  ftir  out  of  his  Bed,  and  detains 
him  at  prefent  in  a  Couch  very  near  it. 
This  is  but  too  legitimate  an  Excufe, 
my  Lord,  for  his  not  writing  to  you  to- 
night. Mr.  Tard  tells  you  the  public 
News,  That  a  Supply  was  voted  to-day ; 
which  I  think  to  be  the  beft  Part  of  it : 
For  the  reft,  Factions  and  Refledlions 
go  on  and  profper  as  formerly.  My 
Lord  Chancellor  is  the  Man  aimed  at, 
and  fome  Grants  he  enjoys  are  the  vili- 
ble  Pretext.  The  King  goes  to-morrow 
to  Hampton-Court^  till  Saturday  Night. 
Macky  waits  to  know  who  is  to  pay 
i^o^^r  the  Ex prefs's  Paffage:  Your  Ex- 
cellency will  pay  it,  and  it  is  to  be  al- 
lowed in  your  Extraordinaries.  For  the 
ninety  Pounds  expended,  I  have  not  had 

*  an 
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*  an  Opportunity  of   mentioning   if,     as 

*  largely  as  I  would,  iol^otd  J erfey.  Bayley 

*  is  to  do  whatever  he  can,   to  bring  over 

*  la  Perfonne  dont  iliagit^  and  your  Lord- 

*  {hip  is  to  give  him  all  Encouragement 
'  and  Afliflance :  Nothing  can  be  properer 

*  than  the  Method  we  agreed  on  at  Paris. 

*  The  Montagues  are  all  well ;   which  is 

*  all  I  have  to  add  to  the  great  Refped:, 
*■  with  which  I  am  ever,  &c* 

PRIOR. 

*  P,  S.  I  am  to  acknowledge  the  Re- 

*  ceipt  of  the  laft  Letter  with  which  your 
'  Excellency  honoured  me.  This  Moment 
'  Mr.  Powis  comes  in  to  mc.  He  does 
'  not  write  to  your  Excellency  to-night, 

*  but  by  next  Poft  will  red:ify  a  Miftake 
'  committed,  as  he  lays,  in  his  laft.  Obrian 
'  is  this  Evening  brought  to  Town.' 

It  would  be  impoffible  for  any  one 
fince  Mr.  Prior's  Death,  except  a  Per- 
fon  as  deeply  concerned  as  he  in  the  Tranf- 
actions  of  the  Times  we  are  upon,  to  ex- 
plain all  the  Secret  Hiftory  comprized  in 
the  Letters  to  and  from  the  Earl  of  Man- 
chejler.  Perfons  and  Fad:s  are  continually 
Ipoken  of  in  few  Words,  fome  of  which 
are  never  mentioned  after;  and  Mr.PRioR's 
Name  recurs  almofl  every  where^  as  of  a 

Gen- 
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Gentleman  in  the  higheft  Confidencei 
Neither  the  Nature  of  my  Defign,  nor 
the  Room  I  have  prefcribed  myfelf,  will 
permit  me  to  make  long  Refearches.  If 
I  furnifli  Memoirs  for  thole  who  may 
hereafter  compile  a  more  general  Hiftory, 
to  fupply  the  Place  of  what  Mr.  Prior 
intended,  I  hope  fufficiently  to  anfwer  the 
Expedlation  of  my  Readers.  Some  few 
Remarks  however,  I  {hall  now  and  then 
interfperfe,  upon  thofe  PafTages  which  feem 
of  greateft  Confequence.  The  next 
Letter  will  require  leveral,  befides  thofe 
at  the  Bottom  of  the  Page. 


To  the.  Earl  of  MA'tiCHEsr'EK. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Dec.j,   1699.  O.S. 

'  'np'  HOUGH  I  have  written  to  you 
^  ^  by  my  Lord's  Order,  *  that  is  his 
'  Letter  3  I  am  to  add  a  Word  from  my- 
^  felf 

*  You  fee  by  the  News,     which  ac* 

*  companies  this  Letter,    what  was  done 

*  in  both  HoufesYefterday.     In  the  Upper- 

*  Houfe,  the  Bifhop  of  St.  David's  Bufinefs 

*  -j-  was  thrown  out  j    and  in  the  other 

*  i.  e.  The  Earl  of  Jerjey. 

■\  Dr.  Watfon,  who  was  accufed  of  Simony,    and  af- 
terwards deprived  for  it. 

'  Houfe, 
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'  Houfe,  Proceedings  in  relation  to  i^rWi'^ 

*  Matter  came  to   nothing :    So  that  we 

*  gained  two  Triumphs  that  Day.     Oh  !  ft 
^  fic  omnia.     The  Commons  Addrefs  you 

*  you  will  obferve  to  be  fomewhat  high; 

*  but  the  Moderation  and  Wifdom  of  the 

*  King's  Anfwer  is  thought,    even  by  his 

*  Enemies,  to  be  inimitable. 

*  ly Avenant  has  printed  his  ||  Book  a- 
*'gainft  Grants,  which  I  take  to  be  a  fcan- 
'  dalous  Libel   againft  the  Government  ; 

*  I  will  fend  it  you  when  we  employ  a 

*  Meffenger ;    for  I  think  it  would  coft 

*  you  too  dear  if  it  came  by  the  Poft. 

*  Smith,    §  who  was  a  Sort  of  Difco- 

*  verer  of  the  Plot,    and  printed  a  Book 

II  Inticled,  An  EJfay  upon  Grants  and  Refumptions.  Oflavo. 

§  In  the  Charafteis  of  the  Englijh  and  Scots  Nobility, 
drawn  up  at  the  Requell  of  the  Princefs  Sophia,  by  yofm 
Macky,  Efq;  which  were  publi(h'd  by  his  Son,  1733. 
Odtavo,  in  the  Charafter  of  Lord  Peterborough,  p.  64. 
is  this  remarkable  Paragraph,  viz. 

"  His  promifmg  Sir  John  Fennvick  his  Life,  if  he  would 
*'  accufe  the  Duke  of  Shrenvsbury,  and  the  Lord  Orford, 
"  to  have  a  Defign  to  bring  in  King  James;  and  his 
"  writing  a  Book,  by  the  Affiflance  of  Dr.  D^  A^venant^ 
"  and  putting  one  Smthh  Name  to  it,  againft  that  Duke, 
"  loft  him  with  all  honeft  Men  ;  the  Houfe  of  Commons 
"  having  voted  the  One  afcurrilous  Dejign  to  make  aDif- 
*'  ference  bet-iMeen  the  King  and  his  beji  Friends  ;  and  the 
"  Houfe  of  Peers  having  ordered  the  Second  to  be  burnt 
*'  by  the  Hands  of  the  common  Hangman." 
*^This  Book  was  intitled,  Memoirs  of  Secret  Service.  By 
Matiheiv  Smith,  of  the  Infier-Temple,  Efq;  Odavo,  1 699. 

*  ha 
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'  laft  Year  refleding  upon  the  Duke  of 

*  Shrewsbury,  has  printed  another  now  to 

*  the  fame  Tune.  O  Tempora !  O  Mores ! 
'  Every  Man  fays  and  writes  what  he  will. 
'  Next  Week  I  intend  to  come  out  my- 

*  felf   with  a  Panegyric  upon  the  King. 

*  I  am  ever,  my  Lord,  with  all  imagina- 
'  ble  Refpect,  ^c, 

M.  PRIOR. 


Pirate. 


Story-  of        ^  P.S.  I  do  HOt  Write  to  Stanyan ;  for 
KiddthQ    <  j^g  Ijas  not  a  Park,    nor  a  Doe  *  in  the 
*  World :  I  mean  a  Doe  fit  for  a  Pafty. 

The  Affair  of  Kidd,  the  Commons  Ad- 
drefs  with  his  Majefly's  Anfwer,  and  Mr. 
Prior's  Panegyric  on  the  King,  are  three 
Tarticulars  in  this  Letter  that  deferve  to 
be  a  little  enlarged  on. 

I.  Some  Pirates  had  got  together,  in 
the  India?!  Seas,  and  robbed  feveral  of  the  , 
Moguls  Ships,  in  particular  one,  which  \ 
he  was  fending  with  Prefents  to  Mocha. 
Moft  of  thefe  Pirates  were  Englijh,  The 
Eaji-Tndia  Company  having  reprefented 
the  Danger  of  the  Mogul's  taking  Re- 
prifals,    it  appeared  that  there  was  a  Ne- 

*  Mr.  Prior  is  waggifli  here.      Thefc  Gentlemen 
called  their  Miilreffes  their  Does. 

ceflity 
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ceffity  of  deftroying  thefe  Pirates,  who 
harboured  in  fome  Creek  in  Madagafcar, 
A  Man  of  War  was  accordingly  fent  out 
to  deftroy  them,  and  William  Kidd^  who 
knew  their  Haunts,  was  pitch'd  upon  to 
command  it.  But  as  there  was  not  a  Fund 
to  bear  the  Charge  of  this,  becaufe  the 
Money  granted  for  Sea  Service  was  already 
appropriated  ;  the  King  propofed  the 
Management  of  it  by  a  private  Under- 
taking. Chancellor  Somers^  the  Lord  Or^ 
ford,  Romney^  Bellamont^  and  fome  others, 
contributed  the  wholeExpence.  The  Chan- 
cellor underftood  nothing  of  the  Matter, 
and  left  the  whole  Management  of  it  to 
the  Reft :  Only  he  thought  it  became  the 
Poft  he  was  in  to  concur  in  fuch  a  public 
Service.  The  Undertakers  had  a  Grant  of 
all  that  fhould  be  taken  from  the  Pirates. 
This  gave  a  Handle  for  Complaint ;  for 
as  it  was  unlawful  to  take  the  Goods  of 
any  Offender,  before  Convidlion ;  fo  a  Pa- 
rity between  that  Cafe  and  this  was  urged. 
But  in  fadt  the  Complaint  was  ground- 
lefs,  the  Provifions  of  Law  being  different 
in  the  cafe  of  Pirates,  and  that  of  other  Of- 
fenders ;  becaule  as  the  former  cannot  be 
attacked  but  in  a  Way  of  War,  the  Cap- 
tors ought,  according  to  the  Laws  of  War, 
to  have  a  Right  to  ail  they  find  in  the 
Enemy's  Hands. 


However^ 
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However,  when  Kidd  was  fent  out,  he 
turned  Pirate  himfelf  j  which-  occafioned 
a  heavy  Load  to  be  caft  on  the  Miniftry, 
but  chiefly  on  him  who  was  at  the  Head 
of  it.  The  Privateer,  it  was  infinuated, 
would  not  have  turned  Pirate,  but  in  Con- 
fidence of  their  Protedion  who  employed 
him.  So  that  an  Undertaking,  which 
was  not  only  innocent  but  meritorious, 
was  traduced  as  a  Defign  for  Robbery  and 
Piracy.  This  was  urged  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  as  an  Affair  highly  criminal,  , 
for  which  all  concerned  in  it  ought  to  be  | 
difgraced.  A  Queflion  was  thereupon  put, 
but  rejeded  by  a  great  Majority.  This 
was  the  Bufinefs  of  which  Mr.  Prior  here 
fpeaks,  who,  as  well  as  the  Nobleman  he 
wrote  to,  was  highly  concerned  at  the 
Tempeft  which  feemed  to  threaten  Lord 
Somers,  But  though  it  palled  over  at  pre- 
fent,  it  was  afterwards  made  one  of  the 
Articles  in  his  Lordfliip's  Impeachment, 
as  we  (hall  obferve  in  another  Place. 

Kidd  himfelf  was  taken  in  New  Eng- 
land fome  Time  after  (whither  he  was 
retiring  with  his  Booty)  by  Lord  Bellamojtt 
the  Governor,  one  of  his  Proprietors  5  and 
being  fent  to  England,  was  tried  at  a  Sef- 
lion  of  Admiralty  in  the  Old-Baily,  and 
condemned  and  executed  for  Murder  and 
Piracy.  But  his  Trial  and  Execudon  were 
not  till  long  after  his  Arrival:    For  the 

Houfe 
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Houfe  of  Commons  addrelTed  his  Majefty, 
that  he  might  be  kept  till  next  Seffion  of 
Parliament,  in  hopes  to  get  fomething 
from  him  againft  the  Lords  above-men- 
tioned :  Which  thay  not  being  able  to  do, 
he  was  given  up  to  Juftice. 

2.  The  Comriions,  in  their  Addrefs, 
which  Mr.  Prior  tells  Lord  Manchejier 
he  will  obferve  to  be  fomewhat  high,  {^t 
forth,    *  That  nothing  being  more  necel^ 

*  fary  for  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  this 

*  Kingdom,  the  quieting  the  Minds  of  the 
'  People,    and  difappointing  the  Deligns 

*  of  his  Enemies,   than  a  mutual  and  en- 

*  tire  Confidence  between  his  Majefty  and 
'  his  Parliament  5  they  did  efteem  it  their 

*  greateft  Misfortune,  that  after  having  fo 

*  amply  provided  for  the  Security  of  his 

*  Majefty  and  his  Government,  both  by 

*  Sea  and  Land,  any  Jealoufy  or  Difficulty 

*  had  been  raifed  of  their  Duty  and  Af- 

*  fedion  to  his   facred  Majefty   and   his 

*  People.'  They  beg  Leave  '  humbly  to  re- 
'  prefent  to  his  Majefty,    that  it  would 

*  greatly  conduce  to  the  continuing  and 

*  eftablifhing  an  entire  Confidence  between 

*  his  Majefty  and  his  Parliament,  that  he 
'  would  be  pleafed  to  fhew  Marks  of  his 

*  high  Difpleafure  towards  all  fuch  Perfons 

*  who  had  or  fliould  prefume  to  mifrepre- 
Jfent  their  Proceedings  to  his  Majefty: 

L  2  '  And 
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*  And  that  the  Commons,  having  likewife 

*  a   due  Senfe    of  the   great   Care    and 

*  Concern  his   Majefty   had  always  ex- 
'  prefTed  for  preferving  and  maintaining 

*  the  Religion,  Laws, .  and  Liberties  of  his 
*•  People  (in  Defence  of  which  his  Ma- 

*  jefty  had  fo  often  expofed  his  Royal  Per- 

*  fon)  would  ufc  their  utmoft  Care  and 

*  Endeavours  to   prevent  and  difcourage 

*  all  falfe  Rumours  and  Reports,  refledting 

*  upon  his  Majefty  and  his  Government, 

*  whereby  to  create  any  Mifunderftanding 

*  between  him  and  his  Subjects.' 

The  '  moderate  and  wife  Anfwer,*  re- 
turn'd  by  his  Majefty,  was  as  follows. 


GENTLEMEN, 

MY  Parliament  have  done  fo  great 
Things  for  me,  and  I  have,  upon 
all  proper  Occafions,  exprefted  fo  great 
a  Senfe  of  their  Kindnefs,  and  my  Opi- 
nion has  been  fo  often  declared,  that 
the  Happinefs  of  an  Englifi  King  de- 
pends upon  an  entire  good  Correfpon- 
dence  between  him  and  his  Parliament, 
that  it  cannot  feem  ftrange  for  me  to 
aflure  you,  that  no  Perfons  have  yet 
dared  to  go  about  to  mifreprefent  to  me 
the  Proceedings  of  either  Houfe.  Had 
I  found  any  fuch,  they  would  have  im- 

*  mediately 
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mediately  felt  the  higheft  Marks  of  my 
Difpleafure.  It  is  ajuftice  I  owe  not  only 
to  my  Parliament,  but  to  every  one  of 
my  Subjeds,  to  judge  of  them  by  their 
Adions  \  and  this  Rule  I  will  fteadily 
purfue.  If  any  hereafter  fliall  attempt 
to  put  me  on  other  Methods,  by  Calum- 
nies or  Mifreprefentations,  they  will  not 
only  fail  of  Succefs,  but  fhall  be  look*d 
upon  and  treated  by  me  as  my  worfl 
Enemies/ 

GENTLEMEN, 

*  I  am  plea  fed  to  fee,   by  your  Addrefs, 

*  that  you  have  the  fame  Thoughts  of  the 

*  great  Advantages  which  will  enfue  to  this 

*  Kingdom  by  our  mutual  Confidence,  as  I 

*  exprelTed  to  both  Houfes,  attheOpeniag 

*  of  this  Seffion.  I  take  very  kindly  the  Af- 

*  furance  you  give  me  of  ufing  yeur  utmoft 

*  Care  and  Endeavours,  to  prevent  and  dif- 

*  courage  all  falfe  Rumours  and  Reports,  re- 

*  fledting  upon  Me,  and  my  Government; 

*  and  I  faithfully  promife  you,    that  no 

*  AcStions  of  mine  fhall  give  a  juft  Ground 

*  for  any  Mifunderftanding  between  me 

*  and  my  People.' 

3.  Mr.  Prior's  Panegyric  upon  the 
King,  which  he  was  to  publi(h  the  next 
Week  after  writing  this  Letter,   vys  his 
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famous  Carmen  Secidare  ;  a  Poem  which 
many  Judges,  for  very  good  Reafons, 
have  pronounced  the  mod  fublime  of  all 
his^Writings.  Horaces  Ode  v^ith  the  fame 
Title,  though  undoubtedly  it  was  in  fome 
Senfe  our  Poet's  Model,  mufi:  be  acknow- 
ledged to  be  far  inferior  to  it  in  true 
Grandeur  of  Thought,,  and  Variety  of 
Images, 

How  does  the  Character  of  his  Hero 
rife  under  his  Hand,  and  obfcure  the  Luf- 
tre  of  all  the  great  Names  in  antient  and 
modern  Story,  whofe  Virtues  and  Faults 
he  has  flrongly  painted  in  a  few  bold  and 
iigniiicant  Lines ! 

The  Son  *  of  Mars  reduced  the  trembling  Swains, 
And  fpread  his  Empire  o'er  the  diilant  Plains: 
But  yet  the  Sa  bines  violated  Charms 
Obfcur'd  the  Glory  of  his  rifing  Arms. 
NuMA  the  Rights  of  ftrid  Religion  knew ; 
On  ev'ry  Altar  laid  the  Incenfe  due ; 

Unskill'd  to  dart  the  pointed  Spear, 
Or  lead  the  forward  Youth  to  noble  War. 
Stern  Brutus  was  with  too  much  Horror  good, 
Holding  his  Fafces  llain'd  with  Filial  Blood. 
Fab  I  us  was  wife,  but  with  Excefs  of  Care : 
He  fav'd  his  Country  j  but  prolong'd  the  War. 

*  Romulus, 

While 
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WhileDECiusjPAULUSjCuRius,  greatly  fought. 

And  by  their  ftrift  Examples  tiught. 

How  wild  Defires  fhould  be  controU'd, 

And  how  much  brighter  Vii-tue  was,  than  Gold  ; 

They  fcarce  their  fwelling  Thirft  of  Fame  could  hide. 

And  boalled  Poverty  with  too  much  Pride. 

Excefs  in  Youth  made  SciPio  lefs  rever'd : 

And  Cat o,   dying,  feem'dtoown,  he  fear'd. 

Julius  with  Honour  tam'd  Rome's  foreign  Foes: 

But  Patriots  fell,  e'er  the  Didator  rofe. 

And  while  with  Clemency  Augustus  reign'd  ; 

The  Monarch  was  ador'd;  the  City  chain'd. 
********      ****** 

Turnthen  toPHARAMOND,andCHARLEMAiN, 
And  the  long  Heroes  of  the  Gal  lick  Strain  j 
Experienc'd  Chiefs,  for  hardy  Prowefs  known. 
And  bloody  Wreaths  in  vent'rous  Battles  won. 
From  the  firftWi  l  l  i  a  m  ,  our  great  No  r  m  a  n  King, 
The  boldPLANTAGENETS,  and  Tu  DORS  bring  i 
Illuftrious  Virtues,  who  by  turns  have  rofe, 
In  foreign  Fields  to  check  Britannia's  Foes: 
With  happy  Laws  her  Empire  to  fuftain  ; 
And  with  full  Power  aflert  her  ambient  Main : 
But  fometimes  too  induftrious  to  be  great. 
Nor  patient  to  expedl  the  Turns  of  Fate, 
They  open'd  Camps  deform'd  by  civil  Fight ; 
And  made  proud  Conqueft  trample  over  Right : 
Difparted  Britain  mourn'd  their  doubtful  Sway; 
And  dreaded  both,  when  neither  wou'dobey. 

From  DiDiER  and  Imperial  Adolph  trace 
The  glorious  Offspring  of  the  Nassaw  Race, 

L  4  Devoted 
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Devoted  Lives  to  publick  Liberty; 
The  Chief  ftill  dying,  or  the  Country  free. 
Then  fee  the  kindred  Blood  of  Orange  flow. 
From  warlike  Cornet  thro'  the  Loins  of  Beau  j 
Thro'  Chalon  next;  and  there  withNAssAW  join> 
FromRHoNE'sfairBankstranfplanted  to  theRniNE, 
Bring  next  the  Royal  Lift  of  Stuarts  forth. 
Undaunted  Minds,  that  rul'd  the  rugged  North ; 
*TillHeav'n's  Decrees  by  rip'ningTimes  are  fhownj*) 
'Till  Scotland's  Kings  afcend  XhQEngliJh  Throne  ;> 
And  the  fair  Rivals  live  for  ever  One.  J 

Janus,  mighty  Deity, 
Be  kind ;  and  as  thy  fearching  Eye 
Does  our  Modern  Story  trace. 
Finding  fome  of  Stuart's  Race 
Unhappy,  pafs  their  Annals  by : 
No  harfh  Refledlion  let  Remembrance  raife ; 
Forbear  to  mention,  Vi^hat  thou  canft  not  praife : 

Whether  wouldft  thou  further  look  ? 
Read  Wil  liam's  A61:s,  and  clofe  the  ample  Book  . 
Perufe  the  Wonders  of  his  dawning  Life ; 

How,  like  A L CI D e s,  he  began  j 
With  Infant  Patience  calm'dfeditious  Strife, 
And  quell'd  the  Snakes  which  round  his  Cradle  ran. 

Defcribe  his  Youth,  attentive  to  Alarms, 
By  Dangers  form'd,  and  perfeded  in  Arms: 
When  conqu'ring,  mild  i   when  conquer'd,  not  dif= 

grac'd ; 
By  Wrongs  not  lefien'd,  por  by  Triumphs  rais'd  : 

Supe- 
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Superior  to  the  blind  Events 

Of  little  human  Accidents  ; 

And  conftant  to  his  firft  Decree, 
To  curb  the  Proud,  to  fet  the  Injur*d  free. 
To  bow  the  haughty  Neck,  and  raife  the  fuppliantt 
Knee. 

His  opening  Years  to  riper  Manhood  bring ; 
And  fee  the  Hero  perfedl  in  the  King: 
Imperious  Arms  by  manly  Reafon  fway*dj 
And  Power  fupreme  by  free  Confent  obeyed: 
With  how  much  Hafte  his  Mercy  meets  his  Foes  ; 
And  how  unbounded  his  Forgivenefs  flows  .* 
With  what  Defire  he  makes  his  Subjedts  blefs'd. 
His  Favours  granted  ere  his  Throne  addrefs'd. 
What  Trophies  o*er  our  captiv'd  Hearts  he  rears. 
By  Arts  of  Peace  more  potent  than  by  Wars: 
How  o'er  himfelf,  as  o'er  the  World  he  reigns. 
His  Morals  ftrengthening,  what  his  Law  ordains. 

Through  all  his  Thread  of  Life  already  fpun. 
Becoming  Grace  and  proper  Adlion  run : 
The  Piece  by  Virtue's  equal  Hand  is  wrought, 
Mix'd  with  no  Crime,  and  {haded  with  no  Fault : 

No  Footfteps  of  the  Viftor's  Rage 
J^eft  in  the  Camp,  where  Wi  l  l  i  a  m  did  engage ; 

No  Tindlure  of  the  Monarch's  Pride  x 

Upon  the  Royal  Purple  fpy'd :  C 

His  Fame,  like  Gold,  the  more  'tis  try'd,  J 

The  more  fhall  its  intrinfick  Worth  proclaim; 
Shall  pafs  the  Combat  of  the  fearching  Flame, 

And  triumph  o'er  the  vanquifti'd  Heat, 
For  ever  coming  out  the  fame, 
And  lofmg  nor  its  Luftre,  nor  its  Weight, 

The 
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The  Arts  of  Verfification  are  no  where 
more  happily  employ 'd,  than  in  the  fol- 
lowing curious  Stanza. 

Science  to  raife,  and  Knowledge  to  enlarge, 
Be  our  great  Mailer's  future  Charge  j 
To  write  his  own  Memoirs,  and  leave  his  Heirs 
High  Schemes  of  Government,  and  Plans  of  Warsj 
By  fair  Rewards  our  noble  Youth  to  raife 
To  emulous  Merit,  and  to  Thirll  of  Praife ; 
To  lead  them  out  from  Eafe  ere  opening  Dawn, 
Through  the  thick  Foreft  and  the  diftant  Lawn, 
Where  the  fleet  Stag  employs  their  ardent  Care  j 
And  Chafes  give  them  Images  of  War. 
To  teach  them  Vigilance  by  falfe  Alarms ; 
Inure  them  in  feign'd  Camps  to  real  Arms ; 
Pradife  them  now  to  curb  the  turning  Steed, 
Mocking  the  Foe ;  now  to  his  rapid  Speed 
To  give  the  Rein ;  and  in  the  full  Career, 
^  To  draw  the  certain  Sword,  or  fend  the  pointed  Spear. 

I  will  mention  but  one  more  PafTage; 
for  to  point  out  all  the  Beauties  in  this 
Ode,  I  muft  infcrt  the  whole.  It  is  where 
he  iliadows  out  the  Power  of  a  Tyrant 
under  the  Image  of  a  Comet,  and  com- 
pares that  of  his  Sovereign  to  the  regular 
Light  of  the  Sun, 

Thro'  the  large  Convex  of  the  Azure  Sky 
(For  thither  Nature  cafts  our  common  Eye) 
Fierce  Meteors  fhoot  their  arbitrary  Light, 
And  Comets  march  with  lawlefs  Horror  bright: 

Thofe 
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Thofe  hear  no  Rule,  no  righteous  Order  own ; 

Their  Influence  dreaded,  as  their  Ways  unknown : 

Thro'  threaten'd Lands  they  wild DeftVudlion  throws 

'Till  ardent  Prayer  averts  the  publick  Woe ; 

But  the  bright  Orb  that  blefles  all  above. 

The  facred  Fire,  the  real  Son  of  Jove, 

Rules  not  his  Adions  by  capricious  Will, 

Nor  by  ungovern'd  Power  declines  to  111 : 

Fix'd  by  juft  Laws,  he  goes  for-ever  right ; 

Man  knows  his  Courfe,  and  thence  adores  his  Light. 

But  to  return  to  our  Correfpondence. 
We  find  that  Lord  Manchefter  was  ex- 
tremely watchful  over  King  James's 
Court,  and  procured  Intelligence  of  almofb 
every  Perfon  that  went  from  England  to 
St.  Germains.  There  are  many  Inftances 
of  this  in  his  Letters,  of  which  I  will  here 
infert  one  from  a  Letter  to  Lord  Jerfey^ 
dated  December  23,  1699,  becaufe  it 
mentions  our  Poet. 

*  Mr.  Prior  may  remember,  that 
'  I  talked  to   him,    when  he  was  here 

*  lafl,    about   taking  up   one   Claude,    a 

*  Frenchman,  as  he  fays  he  is,  who  ferved 
'  the  late  Lord  B— — /,  in  order  to  ex- 
'  change  him  for  Pierre  Perault,  or  Ar^ 

*  nold.  If  your  Lordfhipbe  of  that  Mind, 
'  he  is  almoft  every  Day  at  the  JD^g--Ta- 

*  vern  in  Drury-Lane  -,  and  Couchman^ 
I  the  MefTenger,  will  be  a  proper  Perfon 

*  to 
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'  to  apprehend  him,  becaufe  he  was  ac- 

*  quainted  with  him  when  he  was  at  Fa- 

*  ris.     This  Claude  was  much  at  «S/.  Ger^ 

*  mains^  while  he  (laid  in  France^  and  en- 
'  deavoured  to  feduce  feveral  Englijh  thi- 

*  ther.     But  that  which  will  be  a  better 

*  Reafon  for  feizing  him,  is  his  having  at- 

*  tended  Richardfon^  one  of  the  AlTaffins, 

*  while  he  was  concealed  in  the  late  Lord 

<  B /'s  Houfej    which,    I  am   told, 

'  he  bragged  of  when  he  was  here  laft.* 

His  Lordfhip  was  alfo  very  careful,  con- 
tinually to  tranfmit  fre{h  Accounts  of  the 
State  of  King  James's  Health,  who  was 
a  long  Time  afflidled  with  a  dangerous 
Diforder  near  his  Fundament,  which  at 
laft  proved  the  Occalion  of  his  Death.  He 
writes  thus  to  Mr,  Prior. 

SIR,  Paris,  Jan.  2.  1 700. 

^  TT  A  V I N  G  writ  fo  lately,  by  Mr. 

*  XA  Stanhope^  to  the  Earl  of  Jerfey^ 

*  I  do  not  trouble  him  now.   I  muft  defire 

*  you  to  make  my  Excufe,  and  acquaint 

*  him  with  the  Contents  of  this.     There 

*  is  nothing  at  prefent  ailing  at  St.  Ger- 

*  mainSy  King  James  being  not  well,  and 

*  giving  himfelf  wholly  up  to  Devotions 

*  and  Prayers.     The  Wound,  which  was 

*  very  large,  is  healed ;    but  it  is  thought 
I  they  have  done  it  too  foon^  becaufe  the 

'  fame 
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fame  Humours  run  all  over  his  Body, 
'  fometimcs  in  his  Stomach,    Legs,   G?r. 

*  He  is  extremely  broke,  and  moft  Men 
'  are  of  Opinion  he  cannot  recover,  tho* 
^  he  may  go  on  fome  time  as  he  is.  Fa- 
'  ther  Cofmo  is  run  away  with  fifty  thou- 
^  fand  Livres,  which  he  had  in  his  Hands, 

and  which  he  was  to  diftribute  among 

*  the  Irifi,  They  think  he  may  be  gone 
^  for  England^  lince  he  cannot  be  fafe  in. 

*  any  other  Place.  If  I  learn  any  thing 
^  of  him  you  fhall  hear  from  me :  Never- 

*  thelefs,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  make 
'  fome  Enquiry  after  him ;  and  you  will 

*  find  by  my  former  Accounts,  where  his 

*  Acquaintance    live  in  London.      I  was 

*  Yefterday  at  FerfailieSy  where  I  made  a 

*  Compliment  to  the  King  and  the  reft  of 

*  the  Court,  it  being  New-Tear's- Day, 
*■  I  dined  with  Monfieur  de  Boufflers,     I 

*  find  them  all  very  civil ;  but  how  long 

*  it  will  laft  you  can  beft  judge.    I  wonder 

*  my  Servant  has  not  been  with  you ;  the 

*  Buck-Seafon  muftmake  it  up.  We  want 

*  twoPofts,  having  had  no  Letters  fince 

*  the  3  ift  of  December  laft.'     I  am,  ^c, 

MANCHESTER. 

Father  Cofmo,  'as  we  learn  fromhis 
Lordftiip's  Letter  of  y^;2.  13,  to  the  Earl 
of  Jerfe^y    was  a  Scotch  Prieft,    whofe 

right 
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right   Name  was  Clarh     *  I   hear,  fay§ 
'  he,   that  he  is  got  to  Leyden  in  Holland^ 

*  where  I  prefume  it  may  not  be  difficult 

*  for  his  Majefty  to  get  him  feized,  fince 
'  it  is  certain  that  he  had  a  great  Shard 

*  in  the  late  King's  Confidence  in  feveral 

*  Matters.     I  am  in  hopes  he  may  be  mor^ 

*  eafy  in  making  an  ingenuous  Confeffion, 
^  becaufe  he  can  have  no  farther  Vtoi^tdt 

*  of  Advantage  this  Way,    after   having 

*  cheated  them  fo  grofly  ^  at  leaft,  when 

*  he  is  once  in  Cuftody,  it  will  be  no  hard 

*  Matter  to  extort  the  Truth  from  him. 
*■  He  is  a  very  tall  thin  Man,  long-vifaged, 

*  has  a  high  Roman  Nofe,  with  a  frefh 

*  Complexion,  which,    'tis  faid  here,   he 

*  painted,  and  is  about  thirty-eight  Years 

*  of  Age.     I  believe  Mr.   Prior  has  feen 

*  him,  and  can  defcribe  him  more  exadtly.' 
And  in  another,  aFortnight  after,  his  Lord- 
fhip  fays,  '  They  had  that  Confidence  in 

*  Cofmo,  alias  Clark^    that   the  Duke   of 

*  Berwick  lent  him  his  Calafh,  thinking  h  3 

*  would  return  the  fame  Day :  But  he  v.  cnt 

*  with  it  to  Leyder^  and  Since  that  they 

*  hear  he  is  at .   mjlerdam.     He   knows 

*  the  whole  Procet^.ngs  of  that  Court  5' 
'  fo  that  if  he  could  be  taken,    he  would 

*  probably  confefs  all,   there  being  no  Pro- 

*  fped:  for   him   to  return  hither.— -Mr. 

*  *  Minnisj    who   went  from  hence  in 

*  See  P.  116. 

I  Augujl 
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5  Auguji  laft,  correfponds  with  Lord  Mid^ 

*  dleton,  as  alfo  one  Netherville.     I  believe 

*  Mr.  Prior  knows  them  both.* 

One  of  the  principal  Fads  mentioned 
in  Mr.  Prior's  next  Letter  to  the  Earl  of 
Manchefier,  has  been  before  taken  notice 
of,  p.  56  of  this  Work. 


*To  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Jan.  i8.  1700.  O.S. 

*  TXT  E  have  this  Morning  two  Ports 

*  V  V    f^on^  France y  of  the  2oth  and 

*  23d.     My  Lord  Jerfey  commands  me 

*  to  acknowledge  your  Letter   to  him; 

*  and  10  tell  you,  that  the  Houfe  of  Lords 

*  fitting  fo  late,  and  he  being  obliged,  af- 

*  ter  its  rifing,  to  go  to  Kenjington^  is  the 
'  Reafon  why  he  does  not  write  to  you. 

*  You  will  fee,  by  the  Inclofed,    what  a 

*  Day's  Work  has  been  performed  in  the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons ;    the  Irifh  Grants 

*  to  be  re-alTumed,  and  not  even  the  third 

*  Part  of  them  to  be  referved  to  the  King ; 
\  and  the  Miniftry,  fome  of  our  Friends 

*  particularly,    meaned  and  aimed  at  in 

*  the  latter  Part  of  their  Vote.     This  all 

*  comes  like  a  Torrent  j  and  the  few  that 

*  would,  cannot.     In  the  Houfe  of  Lords, 
'  the  King  is  a  little  more  civilly  ufed. 

*  As  to  the  Bufinefs  of  Darlen^   his  Ma- 

*  jefty 
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*  jefty  is  at  lea  ft  juftified  in  his  Letters  to 

*  the  Governors  of  the  Plantations.     Thus 

*  we  are,  my  good  Lord,  fcrambling,  and 

*  doing  our  beft  on  one  Side  againft  the 

*  other,    who  are  very  troublefome,   not 

*  to  fay  dangerous. 

•  We  hear  of  the  Complaints  you  make 

*  from  Monfieur  de  I'allard^  and  prepare 

*  to  redrefs  them  as  well  as  we  can.     As 

*  to  the  Perfons  mentioned  in  your  Letter, 

*  Care  will  be  taken. 

*  The  King  has  not  yet  feen  Lord  Ba-^ 

*  zili    or  any  Addrefs  from  him.     I  do 

*  not  hear  that  this  Lord's  Countrymen 

*  arc  quieter.    I  know  not  how  far  your 

*  Houfe's  Refolution  of  to-day  will  go 

*  towards  calming  them.    I  am  ever,  (^c, 

M,  PRIOR. 

Tho'  Mr.  Prior  at  this  Time  was 
not  either  Secretary  of  State  or  Ambafla- 
dor,  yet  it  feems  as  if  neither  of  thofe 
Miniflers  had  fo  much  Knowledge  as  him- 
felf  of  the  moft  private  Affairs.  A  cer- 
tain Perfon  often  mentioned  under  the 
Diftinition  of  la  Perfonne  dont  il  iagit^ 
who  was  to  give  feme  fignal  Light  into 
the  Tranfadtions  then  on  foot,  appears  to 
have  been  referred,  at  firft,  almofl  entirely 
to  Mr.  Prior's  Direction.  Lord  Jerfey 
fays,   in  a  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Manchef- 

ter. 
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ttr^  That  *  he  did  not  find  the  King  wil- 
ling to  be  at  a  great  Expence  about  the 
Perfonne  dont  il  s'agit,  without  fome 
AfTurance  of  the  Service  he  could  do : 
That  Mr.  Prior  had  been  ill,  which 
was  the  Reafon  he  could  not  know  of 
him  in  what  this  Perfon  could  be  moft 
ufeful.  In  the  mean  Time,  he  defired 
his  Lordfliip  to  keep  this  Matter  on 
foot,  and  let  him  know  his  Opinion^ 
as  to  the  Expence  and  Advantage  they 
might  have  by  it.'     To  which  the  Earl 

of  Manchejier  gave  this  Anfwer.  *  I  de- 
fire  to  know  his  Majefty's  Dire(Clions  in 
regard  to  la  Perfonne  dont  il  s'agit.  Be- 
ing informed  where  he  was  at  Paris,  I 
thought  it  proper  to  bring  this  Matter 
to  a  Conclufion^  and  that  Mr.  Stanyan 
{hould  write  to  defire  to  fpeak  with  him ; 
which  accordingly  he  did,  and  the  Per- 
fon confented  to  meet  him.  The  Pro- 
pofal  that  was  made  to  him  was>  that 
in  cafe  he  would  go  for  England,  and 
declare  the  Truth  of  all  he  knew,  and 
even  give  Evidence,  in  cafe  there  was 
any  Occafion,  and  ferve  the  King  and 
Government  to  the  beft  of  his  Power,  I 
had  Orders  to  affure  him  of  His  Ma- 
jefty's  Pardon,  and  that  he  and  his  Fa- 
mily (hould  be  taken  care  of,  he  having 
alfo  a  Wife  and  Children.  He  feemed 
to  embrace  this  Propofal  very  well ;  fay- 
M  *  ing. 
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ing,  wherefoever  he  engaged,  he  would 
be  zealous  in  their  Service :  That  for 
St.  Germaim,  he  had  ferved  them  faith- 
fully J  but  thought,  that  after  the  Ufage 
he  had  met  with,  he  had  no  farther  Ob- 
ligation :  But  ftill  infifted,  that  he  did 
not  know  how  to  bring  himfelf  to  give 
public  Evidence  in  a  Court.  Mr.  Stan- 
yan  gave  him  fuch  Reafons,  that  this 
Matter  is  over  with  him.  They  have 
met  fince,  and  the  only  Difference  that 
now  remains,  is,  that  he  infifts  to  be  at 
a  Certainty,  and  to  know  what  will  be 
allowed  him,  and  he  feems  to  defire  a 
Sum  of  Money,  rather  than  fo  much 
yearly.  Mr.  Stanyan  endeavoured  to 
know  what  he  expe(5ted,  but  could  not 
prevail  with  him  to  name  any  Thing ; 
faying,  his  Demands  might  be  fuch, 
that  I  fhould  not  think  proper  to  write 
and  propofe  them.  Mr.  Stanyan  faid, 
he  thought,  that  tho'  it  might  not  be 
granted,  yet  he  hoped  I  would  write ,  for 
that  he  could  not  engage  in  this  Matter, 
unlefs  he  was  certain  of  what  he  might 
depend  on.  Mr.  Stanyan  is  of  Opinion, 
that  he  is  fmcere,  and  may  be  of  great 
Service  :  But  nothing  can  be  done 
with  him,  unlefs  I  propofe  fomething 
of  this  Nature.  Therefore,  if  your 
Lordfhip  will  let  me  know  the  King's 
Pleafure,  how  much  I  may  offer,  and 
;■  *in 
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*  in  what  Manner  ;    I  will  do  it  in  the 

*  beft  Way  I  can  for  his  Majefty's  Service  :* 
His  Excellency  fays  in  the  fame  Letter, 
that  '  he  had  enclofed  a  Paper  for  Mr. 

*  Prior,  concerning  fome  Things  at 
«  Faris? 

To  this  Lord  "Jerfey  reply'd,  that  hav- 
ing received  his  Lordfhip's,  which  had 
been  acknowledged  by  Mr.  Prior,   *  He 

*  had  laid  the  Subftance  of  them  before 

*  his  Majefty  :  That  as  to  la  Perfonne^  the 

*  King  would  give  him  a  Pardon ;  and  for 

*  his  Encouragement,     Lord  Manchefier 

*  might  offer  him  as  far  as  four  or  five 

*  hundred  Pounds,  and  a  Penfion  of  three 

*  Pounds  a  Week:  That  this  would  an- 
*•  fwer  all  Objedions  he  could  make,  and 

*  be  fufficient  to  gain  him,  provided  there 

*  were  a  fair  Intention  on  his  Side  5   for 

*  he  might  be  fure  to  be  fubfifted  accord- 

*  ing  to  what  he  fhould  difcover:    That 

*  upon  this  Intimation  his  Lordfhip  might 

*  proceed,    as  he  faw  the  Thing  appear 

*  upon  further  Difcourfe.' 

It  is  in  the  following  Letter,  that  Mr. 
Prior  acknowledges  the  Receipt  of  Lord 
Manchefter^  above  referr'd  to.  But  th« 
moft  remarkable  Part  of  it,  is  the  honefl 
Concern  he  expreffes  for  the  furious  Attack 
that  was  expected  upon  the  great  Lord 
Somers.  Never  was  Servant  more  faithful, 
M  2  nor 
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nor  Friend  more  fmcere  and  hearty  tharl 
he,  to  all  who  merited  his  real  Efteem, 
We  fhall  dilcover  more  of  the  fame  Na- 
ture in  other  Letters. 


'To  the  Earl  o/* Manchester. 

My  Lord^  //  Wehall,  Feb.  \\.  1 70O, 

MY  Lord  Jerfey  gives  me  in  Charge 
to  own  the  Receipt  of  your  Let- 
ters, of  the  i6th  and  17th,  the  Sub- 
ftance  of  which  my  Lord  will  lay  be- 
fore his  Majefty  the  firft  Opportunity. 
'  If  you  hear  no  more  of  the  great  Af^ 
fair,  it  is  becaufe  nothing  is  tranfacled 
in  it  farther  than  when  your  Excellency 
was  laft  advifed  of  it ;  confequently  Ro- 
ger is  not  yet  difpatched. 
'  I  muft  congratulate  your  Happlneis, 
that  you  are  out  of  this  Noile  and  Tu- 
mult, where  we  are  tearing  and  deftroy- 
ing  every  Man  his  Neighbour.  To- 
morrow is  the  great  Day  when  we  ex- 
ped:  that  my  Lord  Chancellor  will  be 
fallen  upon  j  though  God  knows  what 
Crime  he  is  guilty  of,  but  that  of  being 
a  very  great  Man,  and  a  wile  and  upright 
Judge.  Lord  Bellamojit,  you  will  read 
in  the  Votes,  was  fallen  upon  to-day ; 
thus  every  Day  a  Minifter,  till  at  laft  we 
reach  the  King.     By  next  Poft  Lfliall, 
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*  I  prefume,  be  able  to  write  to  you  what 

*  relates  to  Matters  on  your  Side :    I  am 

*  heartily  tired  with  them  on  our  Side,' 

I  am,  (Qfr. 

M.  PRIOR. 

The  Great  Affair  mentioned  again  in 
Mr.  Prior's  next  Letter,  of  which  Count 
Mallard  was  to  give  an  Account,  feems  to 
be  the  concluding  fome  private  Treaty, 
in  all  Probability  the  fecond  Partition. 

^0  the  Earl  of  MAacHESTER, 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Feb,  ZZ,   1700.  O.S. 

*  T"  H  AVE  no  particular  Commands 

*  J^  from  your  Lord  (hip  ;  fo  can  only 
^  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of  the  French 

*  Letters  of  the  24th  and  27th,     The 
'  great  Affair  was  tranfaded  this  Morning, 

*  though  I  believe  Count  I'allard  will  not 

*  be  able  to  fend  his  Exprefs  away  thefe 

*  two  or  three  Days.      My  Lord  Jerfey 

*  flill  keeps  his  Bed,  his  Gout  had  a  Fe- 

*  ver  which  accompanied  it  j  but,  God  be 

*  thanked,    both  thofe  Diftempers  abate, 

*  and  I  hope  by  next  Poft  he  will  tell  you 

*  fo  in  his  own  Hand.    In  the  mean  Time, 

*  we  take  what  Care  we  can  about  the 

M  3  *  Contents 
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Contents  of  your  lafl  Letter  to  my  Lord ; 
tho',  God  knows,    all  the  Care  we  take 
fignifif^s  little,    conlidering  how  we  arc 
retrained  as  to  the  taking  any    Body, 
thoagh  the  Informations  given  make  it 
highly  neceflary  for  the  public  Good : 
But  you  know  England  well  enough  in 
this  Point,  my  Lord. 
'  The  Speaker's  Illnefs  gives  the  Houfe 
of  Commons  leave  to  play  till  Monday. 
The  Addrefs  they  prefented  Yefterday  to 
the  King,  he  anfwered  very  civilly,  but 
fmartly  :  I  have  not  yet  the  Words,  but 
fhall  fend  them  with  the  firft.      The 
Senfe  was,  That  he  was  fenfible  the  Nar 
tion  lay  under  great  Taxes  j  that  he  had 
and  would  contribute  to  the  eafing  theni 
'  by  every  Way  which  was  juft  ;    that  he 

■  thought  he  had  the  Power  of  gratifying 

•  feme  who  had  been  actually  in  the  Re- 

■  dudtion  of  Ireland^  out  of  what  was 
'  his. 

*  I  had  written  your  Lordfliip  a  long 
'  politic  Letter,    for  I  thought  that  Roger 

•  would  have  been  difpatched  to  you  j  but 
^  fince  there  are  no  Particularities  in  the 
'  Affair  I  have  fpcke  of,  I  have  fent  Word 

*  to  Mr.  fVoolaJlon,    that  Roger  may  ftay 

*  to  go  over  with  the  Midwife  for  my 
f  Lady:  ^lod  felix  Faiijiumquejit^  &c. 

*  If  I  might  fpeak  my  particular  Senti- 
?  ments  concerning   la  Perjhnne  dont  il 
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i'tf^/V,  I  would  have  him  well  fifted, 
and  tried  if  he  means  to  ad:  in  earneft, 
and  is  really  difpofed  to  the  Thing ;  o- 
therwife  we  may  be  bantered,  to  fay  no 
worfe  of  it :  But  this  is  only  to  yourfelf, 
my  Lord,  and  from  him  who  is  eter- 
nally, with  great  Refped:,  ^c* 

M.  PRIOR. 


His  Excellency  acknowledged  the  Re- 
ceipt of  this,  in  one  a  few  Days  after 
to  Lord  yer/eyy  wherein  he  expreffes  his 
Concern  at  his  Lordfhip's  Illnefs.  And 
then  fpeaking  of  fome  Affairs  that  were  then 
tranfadling  at  the  French  Court,  about  the 
Principality  of  Orange^  he  fays,  *  The 
*•  Account  of  this  I  fuppofe  your  Lord- 
^  fhip  will  have  received  from  Mr.  Prior, 

*  whom  I  acquainted  with  it  by  Mr.  Stan- 

*  yan,  having  been  of  late  out  of  Order.* 

His  being  a  public  Minifter,  and  em- 
ployed in  the  moft  weighty  Affairs,  did 
not  make  Mr.  Prior  forget  his  Relation 
to  the  Seat  of  the  Mufes,  the  Univerfity 
of  Cambridge^  of  which  he  was  a  Fellow, 
and  where  he  was  this  Year  created  Ma- 
iler of  Arts  by  Mandamus^  *  fourteen 
Years  after  he  had  taken  his  Batchelor's 
Degree.    He  fpeaks  of  the  Univerfity  as 


1700. 


*  He  took  his  Degree  of  Batchelor  in  1686, 

M4  if 
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if  it  had  been  his  conftant  Refidence,  and 
one  would  take  him  rather  for  the  Mafter 
of  a  College,  who  had  no  other  Concerns 
but  thofe  of  Learning,  than  for  a  Gentle- 
man immerfed  in  national  Bulinefs,  with 
whom  literary  Affairs  could  have  but  a 
fecond  Place, 


To  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

iV/y  Lord,  April  l ,    1 700.  O.  S. 

*  T~^  O  R  above  thefe  two  Months  paft, 

*  Jj     I  have  not  had  an  Opportunity  of 

*  lending  over  a  H(?r<?ff,   which  we  print- 

*  ed  at  Cambridge^  and  which  my  Lord 
'  Duke  of  Somerjet^  our  Chancellor,  pre- 
'  fents  to  the  King  of  Frances  Library, 

*  with  a  Letter  which  his  Grace  writes  on 

*  that  Subjedt  to  the  Abbe  de  Louvois : 
'  But  I  have  at  laft  fent  them  by  a  Foot- 

*  man  who  quitted  my  Service.  The  Book 

*  and  Letter  will  be,  or  are  already,    de^ 

*  livered  to  Mr.  St  any  an,  and  the  Favour 

*  we  beg  of  your  Excellency  is,  that  you 

*  would  honour  this  Book  with  aWord,  by 

*  which  the  Court  of  France,  and  parti- 

*  cularly  the  Archbifhop  of  Rheims  and 
'  Abbe  Lowupis  may  take  notice,  that  the 
^  Univerfity  of  Cambridge  would  eftablifh 

*  a  fair  Correfpondence  with  the  Learned 
I  on  your  Side,    l^y  next  Poft,    I  fhall 

*  writQ 
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*  write  fomeihiiig  to  ihtSoubibliothecaire* 

*  Monfieur  Clermont ^  concerning  the  Greek 

*  Cyphers  we  would  buy  of  them :    In 

*  this  I  muft  likewife  defire  your  Lord- 

*  fhip's  good  Offices,  lince  without  your 

*  appearing  to  be  concerned  in  it,  we  fliall 

*  hardly  make  our  Matters  bear  as  we  de- 

*  fire.   Monfieur  Friebergen  came  on  Fri^ 

*  day.  I  have  not  yet  feen  him.  I  am,  cffr, 

M.  PRIOR. 

The  two  next  Letters  contain  a  very 
brief,  but  afFedlionate  Account  of  the  Dis- 
putes then  fubfifling  in  Parliament,  of 
which  we  have  before  taken  fome  -f*  no- 
tice, and  which  ended  in  the  Fall  of  thofe 
great  Men  who  were  levelled  at  by  the 
Party  againfl  the  Court. 


To  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lard,  Whitehall,   JpHl lo,  1 700.  O.S. 

•  TT  A  V I  N  G  written  for  my  Mafler, 

*  Xn  ^  ^^^^  ^^^y  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^  "^y~ 

•  feif  J    except  that  I  am  very  glad  my 
II  Lord  Mandeville  is  come  to  Town, 

•  and  hope  he  will  flay  long  with  us.     I 

•  am  glad  he  was  born  at  Parisy  for  had 

*  Under-Librarian.         f  See  Page  56.  ||  The 

EarJ  of  Manchejier'%  Son. 

'  he 
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*  he  been  born  here,  he  would  have  HkeM 

*  living  among  us  fo  little,  that  I  queftionP 

*  whether  he  would  have  thought  it  worth 

*  his  while  to  have  fucked.     The  Votes 

*  of  to-day  pretty  well   explain  what  I 

*  mean.     God  knows  how  the  Bulinefs 

*  will  turn,   or  where  this  Violence  of  the 

*  Houfe  of  Commons   will  end.      The 

*  Lords  feem  as  yet  to  adhere  to  their 

*  Point :  On  PFednefday  we  expedl  the  If- 

*  fue  of  all  this.     Seymour  *  plainly  faid 

*  to-day,  that  the  Original  of  all  this  pro- 

*  ceeded  from  the  Minifters,  and  from 
'  the   chief   of  them,     the  Chancellor, 

*  Many  other  angry  Sayings  of  this  kind 

*  have  been  vented  j    and  in  the  Heat  of 

*  this  Hurry  Kidd  is  arrived,  and  fent  up  ' 

*  for,  with  his  Papers,  by  an  Order  from 

*  the  Admiralty.     Our  Friend  -f  has  faid 

*  nothing  of  late  in  the  Ploufe  of  Com- 

*  mons.  My  Lord  Chancellor  is  very  fick, 
^  This  is  the  Abbrege  of  our  Cafe,  I  think 
'■  no  very  good  one.  I  am  going  to  Kerh- 
'-  fington  the  Moment  after  I  have  told 
'  you,  that  I  am,  ^c, 

M  PRIOR. 


*  Sir  Edivard  Seymour. 

f  Mr.  Mof:tague,  late  Ear!  of  HalUfax, 


7o 
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*To  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  Jfrill ly  lyoo.  O.S. 

OU  R  long  Seffion  is  this  Day,  God 
be  thanked,    finifhed  ;    the  Iri/b 

*  Grants  refumed,  and  the  Commons  la- 
^  tisfied,  at  leaft  for  fome  Time.  YeC- 
'  terday  was  indeed  a  great  Crifis,  from 
'  the  Morning,  when  it  was  doubtful .  if 
^  the  Lords  would  adhere  to  their  Amend- 
^  ments  or  no.  The  Commons  fell  diredt- 
^  ly  upon  impeaching.  The  Perfons  they 
'  named  were  my  hovds  Portla?2d  a.nd  ^U 
^  bemarle ;  the  Articles  upon  which  they 
^  were  going,  for  procuring  for  themfelves 

*  exorbitant  Grants.  In  this  State  the 
«  Affair  lafted  till  after  the  fecond  Confer 

*  rence  with  the  Lords  j  and  immediately 
^  upon  the  Managers  returning  from  the 

*  Conference,    the  Houfe,    though   they 

*  thought  the  Lords  would  recede,  locked 
^  thepifelves  up  till  ten  at  Night,  of  which 

*  you  fee  the  good  EiFe(fls  in  the  Votes, 

*  They  threw  Fire  about  at  every  Body  ; 
^  had  a  great  Mind  to  fling  at  our  Friend 
^  Charles :  You  fee  what  they  would  have 

*  done  to  my  Lord  Chancellor,  and  how 

*  Duke  Schombergy    and   Lord  Portland 

*  fufFer  in  their  Addrefs,  that  Strangers 
f  ^all  not  be  Privy-Councillors.     God 

<  knows 
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*  knows  whether  this  Heat  would  have 

*  gone,  if  it  had  not  been  timely  difpatch- 

*  ed  by  every  Body's  ftriving  to  come  in  j 

*  fo  this  Bill  paffed;  Upon  the  Main,  we 

*  have  Life  for  fix  Months  longer,   and 

*  *  alors  comme  alors. 

*  The  Affair  upon  which  I  came  into 

*  France^    will  be  quite  ended   to-night. 

*  Your  Lordfhip  will  pretend,  in  any  Dif- 
'  courfe  you  may  have  on  that  Subjed:, 

*  to  think  it  was  quite  ended  three  Weeks 

*  fince,  or  at  leafl,  that  you  heard  nothing 
'  to  the  contrary.     I  hope  my  Lord  Man- 

*  deville  is  well,  and  his  beautiful  Mother, 

*  whom  the  French  Ladies  will  talk  to 

*  Death,  unlefs  you  get  your  Doors  locked 

*  up,    like  thofe  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
'  mons. 

'  My  Lord  commands  me  to  acknow- 
'  ledge  yours  of  the  17th,  and  fays,  the 
'  perpetual  Hurry  in  which  we  have  been, 

*  muft  ferve  for  a  Reafon  that  as  yet  he 

*  has  not  fpoke  to  the  King  to  be  your 

*  GofTip;   But  this,   my  Lord  fays,    is  a 
'  Favour  which  he  doubts  not  but  the 

*  King  will  grant,  and  he  will  tell  you  fo 
'  himfelf  next  Pofl.     I  am,  ^c, 

M,  PRIOR. 

*  Then  we  fiiall  fee  what  muft  be  done. 

•    As 
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As  icon  as  Bufinefs  would  permit,  Mr. 
Prior  falls  again  upon  his  Horace  and 
his  Greek  Types.  It  was,  no  doubt,  the 
moft  agreeable  Part  of  his  Life,  when  he 
could  appear  as  the  Gentleman  and  the 
Scholar,  rather  than  as  the  Statefman.  His 
mixing  every  where  fo  much  of  the  two 
former  Charadters,  even  when  he  writes 
in  the  latter,  is  a  fufficient  Evidence  of  this 
Truth.  Lord  Manchefter^  Anfwerto  the 
next  Letter  is  alfo  very  polite,  and  imme- 
diately follows  it. 


^0  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lord,  Whitehall,  April \%,   1700.  O.S. 

OUR  Parliament  Affairs  being  at 
length  finifhed,  we  have  a  lit- 
tle Time  to  think  on  our  private  De- 
voirs. I  muft  therefore  beg  your  Ex- 
cellency (if  you  have  not  done  it  alrea- 
dy) to  give  the  Horace,  and  the  Duke 
of  Somerfet*s  Letter,  to  Abbe  de  Lcuvois, 
making  the  Archbifhop  of  Rheims  ac- 
quainted with  the  Duke's  Prelent,  and 
the  Defire  we  have  to  correfpond  with 
the  Learned  at  Paris.  I  have  written 
to  Mr,  Clermont  what  the  Univerfity  de- 
fires,  as  to  the  procuring  us  fome  Greek 
Types.  If  your  Excellency  expends 
the  Money,    and   are  plea  fed  to  draw 

*  upon 
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'  upon  me,    I  will  anfwer  the  Bills :   1 

*  ihould  be  glad  they  could  be  got  ready 
•   *  foon.     I  fhould  not  dare  to  trouble  your 

*  Excellency,  but  that  your  Protection  to 

*  the  Univerfity  is  abfolutely  neceflary  on 

*  this  Occafion. 

*  His    Majefty    goes    to-morrow    to 
'  Hampton-Court y  and  will  ftay  there,  we 

*  fay,  thefe  fix  Weeks.    At  the  End  of  a 

*  Seflion  of  Parliament,  you  know,  we  al-  j 

*  ways  talk  of  a  Change  in  the  Miniftry. 

*  We  do  fo  at  prefent,    but  upon  what 
'  Ground  I  know  not.    I  am,  &<:/ 

M.  PRIOR.     I 


To  Mr,  Prior. 

SIR,  Parisy  May  t^.   lj66. 

*  "  I  "^  H  E  Court  being  at  Marly,  Mon- 

*  ^     fieur  de  Torcy  will  not  be  in  Town 

*  till  to-morrow ;    fo  I  muft  make  my 

*  Excufe  to  my  Lord  Jer/ey  by  you,   for 

*  my  not  writing.     My  Wife  lays  all  the 

*  Fault  on  you,    that  we  have  not  yet  i 

*  heard,    if  we  may  give  the  Little-on»  * 

*  the  King's  Name,   and  I  dare  not  ven- 

*  ture  without  knowing  that  pofitively: 

*  So  that,  at  prefent,   you  are  a  little  out 

*  of  Favour,  and  will  be  fo  unlefs  we  hear 
'  by  the  next  Letters, 

*  I 
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*  I  fliall  do  all  I  can  to  ferve  the  Uni- 
'  verfity,  and  fliall  take  care  about  the 
'  Horace,  when  I  have  it.  Mr.  Sfafiyan 
*■  will   acquaint    you   how    that   Matter 

*  ftands,    and  how  this  Book  is  feized  at 

*  Diepe,  I  have  not  feen  the  Archbifliop 
'  of  Rheims  for  fome  Time,  and  I  believe 
'  he  is  gone  to  his  Diocefe. 

*  Several  of  the  great  Men  here  will 
'  dine  with  me  to-morrow,    and  among 

*  them  the  Marefchal  de  Villeroy.      He 

*  will  certainly  ask  after  you,  as  he  often 

*  does.     The  little  Hopes  our  Friends  at 

*  St.  Germains  have  left,  is  in  Scotlandy 
'  and  if  that   fails,    all  Things   will  be 

*  quiet  till  the  next  Meeting  of  the  Par- 

*  liament.     I  think  inftead  of  a  Change 

*  in  the  Minifters,  we  fliould  have  a  new 

*  Parliament ;   that   would  be  more   for 

*  the  King's  Service.     Not  much  Good 

*  can  be  expeifted    from   a   lail  Seffion, 

*  We  hear  the  King  intends  to  go  for 

*  Holland  next  Summer.     When  that  is 

*  certain,    pray  let  me  know  it,    which 

*  will  oiDlige,  (^c. 

MANCHESTER, 

The  Earl  feems  to  have  been  very  fol- 
licitous  about  getting  his  Majefty  to  be 
his  Son's  Godfather  :  But  by  what  appeaps 
in  the  foregoing,  it  was  chiefly  to  humour 
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his  Lady,  who  might  be  fond  of  that 
Honour.  He  writes  again  on  that  Head 
to  Lord  Jerfeyy  telling  him,  that  *  he  was 

*  in  hopes  to  have  heard,    by  his  Lord- 

*  fhip's  lafl:  Letter,  that  his  Majefty  would 

*  do  him  the  Honour  to  chriften  his  Son : 

*  But  he  feared  the  great  Hurry  hisLord- 

*  lliip   had  been  in,    had  prevented   his 

*  Speaking:    That  he  fhould  ftay  till  the 

*  next  Poll:,  and  then  take  the  Liberty  to 

*  give  him  the  King's  Name ;  lince,  by 
'  Mr.  Prior's,  his  Lordfhip  feemed  to 
'  think  that  Favour  would  not  be  denied 
'  him.' 

Before  Mr.  Prior's  next  Letter,  Lord 
Somen  was  acftually  removed,  as  we  learn 
from  his  mentioning  the  fuppofed  Offer  of 
his  Place  to  Lord  Chief  Juftice  Holt,  His 
Majefty,  finding  there  was  ftill  a  ftrong 
Party  among  the  Commons  againft  that 
able  and  faithful  Minifter,  tho'  the  Ma- 
jority was  ftill  warm  in  his  Defence,  was 
Lord  So-  pleafed  to  take  the  great  Seal  from  him, 

mwed  ^"^  g^^^  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Nathan  Wright^  a  Man 
in  no  Senfe  equal  to  his  illuftrious  Predecef- 
for.  This  tame  Submiffion  of  the  King 
to  the  Violence  of  a  Minority,  againft  a 
Perf^n  of  fuch  Eminence  and  Credit,  was 
thought  to  be  the  Occallon  of  his  lofing  . 
many  Friends;  as  was  alfo  his  unaliena-  j 
ble  Attachment  to  the  Earl  of  Albemarle^ 

the 
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the  then  Favourite,  whom,  to  the  general 
Difguft  of  the  Nobility,  he  created  a 
Knight  of  the  Garter, 

'To  the  Earl  of  Manchestei^. 

My  Lordy  Hampton^Cottrt,  May  z,  1 700.  O.  S. 

I  AM  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt  of 
your  Letter  of  the  8th.  1  do  not 
believe  there  will  be  Occafion  for  Roger's 
Stay.  As  the  Affair  of  Sir  William^ 
&c.  has  gone  through  the  Hands  of  the 
Church,  fo  it  is  convenient  that  it  fhould 
fo  continue :  And  as  to  the  Great  Affair, 
I  (hall  take  Care  to  manage  it  as  you 
have  already  done,  in  relation  to  that 
t*erfon's  knowing  it,  whom  you  mention 
in  your  Letter.  The  Thing  itfelf  can- 
not, I  think,  in  its  own  Nature,  be  long 
a  Secret :  God  only  knows  what  Effed: 
it  may  have  When  it  comes  out,  fo  flrange 
a  People  are  we,  and  fo  refolved  not  to 
be  pleafed  with  any  Thing.  I  fhall 
be  able,  in  a  Poft  or  two,  to  fend  Bro- 
card  feme  Money,  out  of  which  your 
Excellency  will  repay  yourfelf  what  you 
have  expended,  before  you  give  or  order 
him  the  reft.  I  believe,  there  is  no  great 
Matter  to  be  known  j  but  fuch  as  it  is, 
he  muft  be  eocouraged, 

N  '  I    ^ 
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*  I  have  only  in  Charge,  from  my  Lord 

*  yerjey^  to  own  the  Receipt  of  yours  of 
'  the  8th,  and  to  tell  yovirLordfliip,  that 

*  he  will  anfwer  you,   by  fending  away 

*  your  Exprefs  with  the  firft  Opportunity. 
'  My  Lord  Chief  Juflice  Holt  having  been 
'  here  to-day,   and  with  the  King  in  pri- 

*  vare,    has  given  People  Occafion  to  fay, 

*  that  he  has  refufed  the  Seals :    If  it  be 

*  fo,  or  noty  I  cannot  fay 5  but  as  yet  the 

*  Seals  are  not  difpofed  of.     The  King, 

*  God  be  thanked,  is  well  j    which  is  all 

*  the  News  I  can  fend  you  from  this  Place. 

*  I  dined  to-day  with  Mr.  Montague  here, 

*  and  drank  my  Lord  Manchefter\  Healths 

I  am,  ^c, 

M.  PRIOR. 

This  is  the  laft  Letter  we  have  of  Mr, 
Prior's  Writing  while  he  was  in  the  Se- 
cretary's  Office.      On   Midjummer-Da)\ 
his  old  Mafler,  the  Earl  of  'Jerfey^    was 
made  Lord  Chamberlain,   And  the  famous 
Mr.  Pri-  Mr.  i/j'ir^d' religning  foon  after  bis  Place  of 
Commii^  Commiffioner  of  Trade  and  Plantations, 
fionerof   on  account  of  his  ill  State  of  Health,  .Mr, 
T]*^^"^!  •     Prior  was  appointed  to  fuccced  him.     In 
®ns.  "       this  lefs  burdenfome,    and  more  profitable 
Employment,  he  continued  feveral  Years, 
till  the  Miniftry  had    again  need  of  him 
towards  the  End  of  Queen  Anne's  Reign. 

Thefa^ 
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Thefe  Alterations  however,  though  they 
were  talked  of  at  the  breaking-up  of  the 
Seffion,  were  not  exped:ed  immediately 
before  they  happened,  even  by  Mr.  Prior 
himfelf  We  learn  this  from  a  Letter 
of  Lord  Matichefter  to  him,  in  anfv^er  to 
one  that  is  not  in  being. 

r  To  Afr.  Prior. 

SIR,  Pan's,  June  30,   1 700. 

'  "T  D  O  not  write  by  this  Poft  to  my 

*  JL.  Lord  yerfeVy  becaufe  Mr.  Stanyan 
•^  intends  to  fet  out  on  Friday  next,    and 

<  by  him  I  will  let  his  Lordihip  know  what 

*  occurs. 

'  I  find  by  yourSj  of  the  13th  Inflant, 
'  O.  S.  that  there  are  not  to  be  any  Changes. 

*  By  this  I  fee  the  Town  follows  its  old 

*  Cuftom  of  placing  and  difplacing  feveral. 

*  As  for  my  own  Particular,  I  Ihall  never 

<  like  France  fo  well  as  not  to  wilh  to  be 

*  at  home.  You  know  the  French  very 
'  well,  and  I  believe  you  find  the  Diver- 
'  fions  at  Hamtton-Court .    where  I  hear 

*  you  are  often,  more  to  your  Satisiad'ioa 
^  than  any  Thing  here. 

*  The  News  we  have  ar  prefent  is,  that 

*  the  Pope  has  made  a  Promotion  for  the 
'  Crovv^ns,  'viz.  the  Archblfliop  of  Faris 
f  (who  was  Yellerday  at  Ferfailles  to  thank 

N  2  *  the 
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'  the  King)  for  France ;  the  Bifhop  of 
^  Pafaro,  for  the  Emperor ;  and  Borgia, 
'  a  Canon  of  Toledo,  for  Spain.  There 
^  are  ftill  two  in  Petto.  We  have  fome- 
^  times  Reports  here  of  the  King's  being 
*•  indifpofed  j  but  I  hope  it  is  not  true. 

I  am,  &c. 

MANCHESTER. 


But  within  ten  Days  after  his  Lordfhip 
writes  in  another  Strain,  and  with  a  very 
honeft  Concern  for  his  Friend's  Provilion, 


To  Mr.    Prior. 

S   I  R,  Paris,  July  lo,   17OCI, 

I  WAS  very  forry  to  hear  my  Lord 
yerj}y  had  quitted  the  Office,  and 
much  more  fo,  becaufe  you  alfo  leave  it. 
I  fuppofe  you  have  long  forefeen  this, 
and  cannot  but  take  care  of  yourfelf, 
being  upon  the  Place:  For  you  often 
faid,  Men  were  forgot  when  abroad. 
The  Hopes  you  give,  that  I  am  to  cor- 
refpond  with  Mr.  Vernon,  mal<.es  me 
more  eafy  than  I  iliould  have  been. 
'  The  AmbafTador  of  Savoy  was  with 
me,  to  let  me  know,  that  the  Duke  his 
Mailer  had  ordered  Monlieur  de  la  Tour^ 

*  who 
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'  who  was  formerly  his  Envoy  in  England^ 

*  to  return  thither  with  the  fame  Cha- 

*  ra<3:er.     This  will  caufe  a  greatDifcourfe, 

*  becaufe  he  was  his  chief  Minifter :    But 

*  the  Reafon  why  he  comes  is  not  hard 
^  to  guefs.     I  was  in  hopes  to  have  heard 

*  fomething  concerning  Sir,    ^e.  whofe 

*  Letter  I  fent  lately  to  England.      As 

*  foon  as  I  hear  from  my  Lord  Jerfey,  I 
I  fhall  not  fear  to  congratulate  with  him, 

I  am,  (^c. 

MANCHESTER, 

Mr.  Prior  was  not  fond  of  writing 
Letters,  when  it  was  no  longer  a  Part  of 
his  Bufinefs.  We  have  only  one  more  of 
his  to  Lord  Manchefter,  and  that  above 
half  a  Year  after  his  lail:.  As  it  relates 
chiefly  to  the  State  of  Affairs  in  that  trou- 
blefome'Wintcr,  it  will  lead  us  to  take  a 
more  particular  View  of  fome  Matters 
therein  mentioned,  and  others  that  are 
omitted. 


T(?  the  Earl  of  Manchester. 

My  Lord  J  Dec.  10,    1700.  O.S. 

*  T"  A  M    indebted   to   m)   good   Lord 

*  j^  Mancheft^r  for  two  or  rhrer  Letters ; 

*  and  it  would  be  unreafonabie,    if  I  did 

N  3  "  not 
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not  take  the  Opportunity  of  Mr.  CheU 
wynd's  Return,  to  tell  your  Loidfhip. 
what  I  know  of  the  State  oi  Things 
here.  That  we  fliall  have  a  new  Par- 
Hament,  is,  I  think,  certain  j  at  leafl  as 
far  as  I  can  fee  into  the  Matter.  What 
Sort  of  Paiiiciment  it  may  prove,  I  can- 
not any  ways  forefee ;  but  fure  there 
never  was  {o  much  Work,  as  at  prefent, 
in  fecuring  Parties  and  bribing  Ele(ftions. 
Whig  and  Tory  are  railing,  on  both 
Sides,  fo  violent,  that  the  Government 
may  eaiily  be  over-turned  by  the  Mad- 
nefs  of  either  Fadion.  We  take  it  to 
be  our  Play  to  do  nothing  againfl:  com- 
mon Senfe  or  common  Law,  and  to  be 
for  thofe  who  will  fupport  the  Crown, 
rather  than  oblige  either  Party  ;  and  in 
order  to  this,  Men  are  preferred  who 
are  looked  upon  to  be  honeft  and  mo- 
derate. In  this  Number  (whether  with 
Reaion  or  not.  Time  mufl  decide)  we 
comprehend  our  *  Lord-keeper  and  our 
new  -f  Secretary,  Lord  Rochefter  and 
Lord  Godolphin  are  in  the  Cabinet-Coun- 
cil j  the  latter  is  at  the  Head  of  the 
Treafury  ;  the  former  (we  take  it  for 
granted)  is  to  go  Lord-Lieutenant  of 
Irelandy    though  it  be   yet  a  (|  Secret. 


*  Sir  'Nathan  Wright. 
It  was  not  a  Secret  lone 


f  Sir  Charles  Hedges. 


The 
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The  *  two  Companies  are  to  be  brought 
to  an  Agreement  (if  poffible),  and  Mr. 
•f-  Montagues  being  made  a  Peer  (we 
take  it  for  granted)  may  contribute  to  this 
Union  ;  fince,  being  in  the  Houfe  of 
Commons,  he  would  make  an  ill  Figure, 
if  he  either  declined  to  fupport  the  new, 
or  {houlditnd  too  great  an  Oppoiition  in 
his  endeavouring  fo  to  do.  As  to  the  |j 
Great  Affair,  1  prefume  the  King  will 
wholly  defer  it  to  the  Parliament,  and 
a(5t  conjointly  with  their  Confent ;  which 
I  take  to  be  the  only  Method.  All  that 
lean  fay  more  on  this  Head,  is,  that  I 
take  it  to  be  happy  for  the  King,  that 
the  Will  is  preferred  by  the  French^  at 
a  Time  when  every  Body  was  peevifli 
againft  the  Court  (though  with  Reafon 
God  knows)  about  the  Treaty.  Count 
Tallard  makes  a  foolinv  Figure  here :  I 
do  not  know,  as  yet,  what  he  fays  to 
the  King  on  this  Occafion  ;  but  every 
Body  obferves  his  Excellency  to  be  very- 
melancholy  and  defponding;  and  one 
may  judge  he  has  Reafon  to  be  fo,  as 
to  his  own  Particular,  concerning  the 
Part  he  has  been  made  10  a6t,  however 
his  Country  in  general  may  approve  their 
Monarch's  Breach  of  Truth  and  Treaty. 

*  The  Eafi-India  Companies.  f  Earl  of  Halli- 

fax.  I  The  Spanijh  Succefilon, 

r 

K  4  *  This 
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*  This  I  think  is  the  prefent  Figure  of  oui? 
'  Affairs,    which  I  am  glad  to  write  to 

*  fo  good  a  Friend  as  my  Lord  Manchef^ 

*  ter ;  though  to  moft  of  the  World  here, 
'  I  am  of  Opinion  that  to  fay  leaft  is  to 

*  do  beft.  Your  Friend  my  Lord  Jerfey 
'  grows  very  much  a  Minifter,  and  is  in 

*  a  fair  Way  of  being  very  great.  As  to 
^  my  own  Affairs,    I  have  a  great  many 

*  Friends  who  would  fet  me  up  at  Cam^ 

*  Ifri^ge  :  I  know  I  fhall  find  great  Oppo-r 

*  fition  from  Mr.  Hammond'^  Party  there, 

*  and  great  Trouble,  in  cafe  I  {hould  throw 

*  him  our,  from  thofe  Men,  who  will 
'  never  be  fatisfied,  let  me  ad:  as  I  will  or 
^  can.  If  your  Lordfliip  thinks,  it  con-r 
^  venient,  I  know  you  will  not  refufe  me 

*  your  Letter  to  the  Univerfity.  My  Lord 
'  Sandwich  is  gone  to  Hinchinbrook^  I 
■   hear,  in  order  to  fet  up  Charles  Boyle  a- 

*  gainft  Mr.  Worthy  Montagues  Intereft 
'  at  Huntington :  Vive  la  Guerre^  whofo- 

*  ever  is  chofen  or  caft  out,  or  on  whajt 
^  Side  foever  Things  turn. 

I  am,  moft  truly,  ^c, 

M  PRIOR, 

P.  S.  *  Though  I  am  no  longer  in  a  Se- 
^  cretary's  Office,  Venifon  would  not  poi- 
^'  fon  a  Commiffioner  of  Commerce,  and 

•  Does 
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*  Does  are  now  in  Seafon  j  which  it  may 
^  be  ufeful  to  inform  Mr.  Woola/ion  of, 

*  when  next  your  Lordfhip  writes  to  him. 

We  have  here  an  Account  of  Mr.PRioR's 
political  Principles  under  his  own  Hand. 

*  He  went  with  the  Honeft  and  Moderate/ 
and  was  *  rather  for  fupporting  the  Crown, 

*  than  obliging  either  Party.'  This  was 
undoubtedly  to  purfue  the  true  Intereft  of 
his  Country,  at  a  Time  when  *  Whig  and 
Tory,  as  he  exprefTes  it,  were  both  fo 
violent,  that  the  Government  might  cafily 
have  been  overturned  by  the  Madnefs  of 
either  Fa(5tion.*  It  has  all  along  been 
owing  to  Men  of  this  true  Britip^  Spirit, 
that  the  Revolution  has  been  fupported  on 
its  original  Foundation. 

Notwithftanding  theZeal  of  Mr.PRioR*s 
Friends  to  get  him  chofen  for  Cambridge, 
he   made   himfelf  a  Candidate   for  Kajl  Mr.  Pr?- 
Grinflead  in  Sujfex,  and  was  there  eledied.  ^  Member 
The  Parliament  met  on  the  6th  of  Fe-  of  Pariia- 
hruary   170^,    and   chofe  Robert  Harley^^^^^- 
pfq;    afterwards   Earl  of   Oxford^    their 
Speaker,     We  muft  give  the  Hiftory  of 
the  moft  material  Tranfaftions  in  this  re- 
markable Seflion.  1700. 

While  the  King   was  in  Holland  the  ^"^^^  of 
preceding  Summer,  the  Nation  was  fenfi-  terWDezth 
bly  afflifted  by  the  Duke  of  GloiiCijier%  ^nd  fet- 
Pcath:    But  Means  were  happily  f"ound,  g;"j;^^^j;« 

at 
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at  the  Meeting  of  the  new  Parliament, 
TO  repair  that  public  Lofs,  and  fecure  the 
Proreftant  Intereft  in  thefe  Kingdoms,  by 
fetthng  the  Succeffion  in  the  prefent  illuf- 
trious  Royal  Family.  This  Affair  was 
Concerted  at  Loo^  whither  the  Prince  chief- 
ly concerned  came  to  vifit  his  Majeftyj 
foon  after  the  Duke  of  Gloucefter^  Death. 
The  King,  however,  in  his  Speech  to 
both  Houfcs,  did  not  fo  much  as  hint  at 
the  Perfon  he  was  delirous  to  favour  on 
this  Occafion  ;  though  he  very  eameftly 
prefs'd  the  making  of  fome  Provilion  for 
extending  the  Succeffion  in  a  Proteftant 
Family.  But  the  Parliament,  no  doubt, 
were  informed  of  what  had  previoufly 
been  tranfaded  ;  and  the  lineal  Right  of 
the  Houfe  of  Hanoi-er^  when  all  Papifts 
were  excluded,  was  too  apparent  to  be 
pafTed  over. 
Precau-  It  is  Worth  while,  in  this  Place,  to  take 
p^j";"!'^^  notice  of  the  new  Limitations  of  the 
Kent.  Crown,  which  an  Englifi  Parliament,  al- 
ways jealous  of  the  People's  Liberties 
while  itfelf  is  free,  thought  proper  to  add 
to  thofe  that  had  been  already  made. 
The  Advantages  gain'd  by  the  Revolution^ 
though  very  many  and  great,  the  Com- 
mons did  not  think  fufficicnt  for  our  per- 
petual Security.  Kings  and  Minifters,  they 
knew,  were  Men  of  the  like  Paffions  with 
themfelves  j   and  if  the  favourite  Paffion 

of 
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of  any  Future  Ones  {hould  be  to  extend 
the  Prerogative,  or  take  any  Meafures  that 
were  inconfiftent  with  the  true  Intereft  of 
the  People,  they  thought  too  much  Pre- 
caution could  not  be  had  to  prevent  its 
taking  EfFedt.  Yet  tho'  always  watch- 
ful over  the  People's  Rights,  they  are  ever 
apt  enough  to  make  Conceflions,  to  a 
Prince  in  whom  they  can  confide :  Wit- 
nefs  their  giving  up  many  of  the  follow- 
ing Reftri(5ions,  upon  the  Arrival  of  bis 
late  Majefty,  who  they  trufted  would 
make  no  ill  Ufe  of  any  Part  of  his  Pre- 
rogative. 

*  I.  That  all  Things  relating  to  theArtklaof 

*  well-p-overnins;  of  this  Kingdom,  which  V*"^^', 

1  •      11       •         1       -r*  •         tionofthe 

*  are  properly  cognizable  in   the  r  rivy- Crown. 

*  Council,  fhall  be  tranladted  there  j   and 

*  all  Refolutions  taken  thereupon  {hall  be 

*  figned  by  the  Privy-Council. 

*  II.  That  no  Perfon  whatfoever,  who 

*  is  not  a  Native  of  England^    Scotland^ 

*  or  Ireland^    or  the  Dominions  thereto 

*  belonging,    or  who  is  not  born  of  £«- 

*  gUPi  Parents  beyond  the  Seas,  fhall  be 

*  capable  of  any  Grants  of  Lands,  Te- 
<  nements,    or  Hereditaments  from  the 

*  Crown  to  himfelf, 

'  III. 
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*  III.  That  in  cafe  the  Crown  fliall 

*  come  to  any  Perfon  not  a  Native  of 
^   'England^  this  Nation  fhall  not  be  obliged 

*  to  engage  in  any  War  for  the  Defence 

*  of  Dominions  not  belonging  to  theCrown 
<  oi  England^  without  the  Confent  of  Par- 

*  liament. 

*  IV.  That  whofoever  {hall  hereafter 

*  come  to  the  Pofleffion  of  this  Crown, 
'  fhall  join  inCommunion  with  theChurch 
^  of  England^  as  by  Law  eftablifhed. 

*  V.  That  no  Pardon  be  pleadable  to 

*  any  Impeachment  in  Parliament. 

*  VI.  That  no  Perfon  who  (hall  hereafter 
'  come  to  the  PofTeffion  of  this  Crown, 

*  fliall  go  out  of  the  Dominions  of  En~ 

*  gland^    Scotland^    or  Ireland^    without 

*  Confent  of  Parliarnent. 

*  VII.  That  no  Perfon  who  has  any 

*  Office  under  the  King,  or  receives  a 
'  Penfion  from  the  Crown,  fhall  be  ca- 
'  pable  of  ferving  as  a  Member  of  the 
^  Houfe  of  Commons. 

.  '  Vni.  That  farther  Provlfion  be  made 

*  for  the  confirming  of  all  Laws  and  S,ta- 
'  tutes,  for  the  fecuring  our  Religion,  and 
'  the  Rights  and  Liberties  of  the  People. 
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*  IX.    That   Judges  Commiffions  be 

*  made  quam  diu  Je  bene  gejjerinty    and 

*  their  Salaries  afcertained;  but,  upon  the 

*  Addrefs  of  either  Houfe  of  Parliament, 
f  it  may  be  lawful  to  remove  them. 


i. 


'X.  That  the  Princefs  ^of^zV,  Dutchefs 
Dowager  of  Hanover,    be  declared  the 

*  next  in  Succeflion  to  the  Crown  of  En~ 

*  glandy  in  the  Proteftant  Line,    after  his 
*'  Majefty  and  the  Princefs,  &cj 

But  the  Event  of  this  Year  that  moflKingof 
immediately  regards  Mr.  Prior's  Hiflory,  S'^'^C^ 
was  the  Death  of  the  King  oi  Spain,  and  and  the 
the  fatal  Confequences  of  the  French  King's  Confe- 
Ambition,    which  now  laid  the  Founda-  3^^"^^^  ° 
tion  of  the  long  War  that  followed.  That 
Prince's  promoting  the  Treaties  of  Parti- 
tion, I  have  before  obferved,  was  only  to 
amule  the  neighbouring  Powers,   efpeci- 
ally  His  Britannic  Majefty,    and  prevent 
their  keeping  a  ftridl  Watch  over  his  Pro- 
ceedings, while  he  made  all  the  necelTary 
Advances  for  putting  his  D  -figns  in  Exe- 
cution.    The  fecond  Treaty  had  been  pro- 
pofed,    according  to  Agreement  between 
the  contra(fling  Parties,    to  other  Courts, 
for  their  Acceptance  and  Guaranty.      But 
it  was  thought  fo  ftrange  and  unprecedent- 
ed an  Affair,  that  it  does  not  appear  any 

one 
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one  Prince  accepted  of  it.  The  Emperof 
in  particular  thought  himfelf  aggrieved, 
becaufe  he  had  a  Right  to  the  whole  Spa-^ 
nijh  Monarchy. 

King  William  and  the  States  had  cer- 
tainly no  other  View  in  this  Treaty,   but 
to  eftablifh  the  Peace  and  Tranquillity  of 
Europe,  and  to  form  a  Barrier  in  the  Ne- 
t be r lands,    for  the  Security  of  the  United 
Provinces :  But  the  French  had  Very  diffe- 
rent Deligns;    which  they  clandeftinely 
His  WUL  carried  on.     They  procured  a  Will  from 
the  dying  King,  figned  the  2d  of  Otiober 
N.  S.  which  conftituted  the  Duke  of  An- 
jou,  fecond  Son  to  the  Dauphin,  his  uni- 
verfal  Heir,    in   default   of   IfTue  ;    and 
made  other  Provilions  for  continuing  the 
Succeflion.      This  memorable  Will  was 
the  Contrivance  of  the  Marquis  d'Har- 
court  and  Cardinal  Portocarrero,   and  the 
King  furvived  it  but  barely  a  Month,  dy-^ 
ing  on  the  firft  of  Novejfiber. 

A  Copy  of  this  Will  being  fent  to  the 
Court  of  France,  his  mod  Chriflian  Ma* 
jefty  feemed  to  be  in  fufpence,  whether 
he  fhould  accept  it,  or  obferve  the  Treaty 
of  Partition.  But  this  was  a  Feint  only; 
for  he  did  not  long  waver  in  his  Refolu- 
Duke  of  tion.  On  the  1 6th  of  November  the  Duke 
claimed^"'  °^  ^^you  was  declared  King  of  Spain  in 
the  French  Court,  and  proclaimed  SLtMa^- 
drid  on  the  24th  of  the  fame  Month. 

The 
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The  new  eledled  Pope,  Clement  XI,  and 
the  Emperor,  protefied  againft  this  Step, 
Tht  Englijh  an-d  Dutch  Minifters  likewife 
reprefented,  That  it  was  not  agreeable  to 
the  Treaty  of  Partition,  fo  lately  figned. 
But  the  French  King  anfwered,  *  That  the 

*  principal  Delign  of  that  Treaty  being  to 

*  prevent  the  Union  of  the  Kingdoms  of 

*  France  and  Spain  under  one  Sovereign, 
'  this  was  effectually  provided  for  by  the 

*  Will ;  the  Heirs  of  the  Duke  of  Anjoti 

*  being  rendered  incapable  of  the  Crown 

*  of  Spain,  if  they  fucceeded  to  that  of 

*  Fra?ice :    So  that  the  Spirit  and  Inten- 

*  tion  of  the  Treaty  was  ftill  complied 

*  with,  though  it  might  be  contrary  to 
«  the  Letter  of  it/     Adding,  *  That  his 

*  Grandfon's  Title  by  the  Will  accruing 

*  fince  that  Treaty,    could  not  be  afFeded 

*  by  it.*  This  was  Fr^;2<:/6  Sophiftry  with 
a  Witnefs,  and  in  the  true  Spirit  of  Lewis 
the  XlVth,  who,  while  he  was  thus  glof- 
fingover  his  Treachery,  had  two  remark- 
able Inftruments  drawn  up  at  Paris,  to 
preferve  the  Duke  of  Anjoic<i  Title  to  the 
Crown  of  France^  in  cafe  his  elder  Bro- 
ther died  witliout  Male,  which  by  the 
Salic  Law  is  the  only  heritable,  Idiie. 

The  Duke  of  Bavaria^  Governor  of 
the  SpaniJJj  Netherlafids^  yielding  up  at 
the  fame  Time  all  the  Towns  and  For- 
trefTes  in  that  Country  to  the  French  King, 

wiih 
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with  their  Garrifons,  which  were  partly 
compofed  of  Dutch  Troops,  the  StateSj 
rather  than  enter  into  an  immediate  War^ 
while  their  Frontiers  were  expofed,  and 
run  the  Hazard  of  lofing  thofe  Forces  that 
were  in  the  Spanifi  Towns,  thought  fit 
to  acknowledge  the  Duke  of  Anjou  for 
K-ing  of  Spain:  Whereupon  the  French 
fufFered  the  Dutch  Troops  in  Flanders  to 
return  home,  without  Moleftation. 

The  new  Parliament,  as  before  related, 
being  met,  the  Lords,  forefeeing  the  Con- 
fcquences  of  the  late  Revolution  upon  the 
King  of  Spain  s  Death,  addrefled  his  Ma- 
jefty,    *  That  he  would  enter  into  all  Al- 

*  liances  with  fuch  foreign  Powers  as 
'  were  willing  to  unite  for  the  Prefervation 

*  of  the  Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe* 
All  Things  now  ieemed  advancing  to  a 
Crifis  5  and  as  the  Tranfadtions  in  Parlia- 
ment, which  immediately  followed,  have 
the  moft  ftridt  Connexion  with  the  fore- 
going Parts  of  this  Hiftory,  I  ihall  give 
them  in  the  Words  of  one  of  our  *  Hifto- 
rians,  who  appears  to  have  related  them 
the  moft  concifely. 

•  On  the  1 8  th  oi  March  his  Majefty 
^  fent  a  MefTage  to  the  Commons  by  Mr* 
'  Secretary  Hedges^  to  acquaint  ihem,  that 

*  Mr.  Sabm. 

-  fMr. 
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Mr.  "Stanhope^  his  Envoy  at  the  Hague^ 
having  tranfmitted  to  his  Majeftv  Copies 
of  the  Demands  made  by  himfelf,  and 
the  DejDuties  of  the  States,  to  the  French 
Ambaflador,  he  had  thought  fit  to  com- 
municate the  fame  to  the  Commons, 
intending  to  acquaint  them  from  Time 
to  Time  with  the  Progrefs  of  thofe  Ne- 
gotiations. 

*  By  the  Memorials  mentioned  in  the  A  Barrier 
King's  Meffage,  the  EngUp^  and  Dutch  b'^^S 
Minifters  demanded  of  the  French  km-  glijh  and 
baifador,    that  his  Mafter  (hould  with-  ^''^'^'• 
draw  his  Troops  out  of  the  Spanifi  Ne- 
therlands^ and  allow  a  fufficient  Barrier 
for  the  Security  of  England  and  the 
States-General  5    to  which  that  Ambaf- 
fador  did  not  think  fit  to  return  any 
Anfwer. 

'  The    Commons,    having   coniidered  TheCom- 
the  King's  Meifage,  and  the  Treaty  of  ^,°";^!'^' 
Partition,    at  the  fame  Time  prefented  gainft  the 
his  Majefty  an  Addrefs ;    wherein  they  J5™ 
thanked  him  for  his  gracious  MelTage, 
and  reprefented  the  ill  Confeqaences  of 
a  Treaty  of  Partition  (pafs'd  under  the 
Great  Seal  during  a  Seflion   of  Parlia- 
ment,   and   without  the  Advice  of  the 
fame)  to  this  Kingdom,    and  the  Peace 
of  Europe^  whereby  fuch  large  Territo- 
ries of  the  King  of  Spaing  Dominions 
O  '  were 
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were  to  be  delivered  up  to  the  French 
King. 

*  His  Majefty  took  no  notice  of  the 
Partition  Treaty  in  his  Anfwer  to  the 
Commons  j  only  told  them,  he  was 
glad  they  were  pleafed  with  his  eom- 
municating  to  them  the  State  of  the 
Negotiations,  which  he  fliould  continue 
to  inform  them  of,  and  receive  their 
Advice  thereupon  ^  being  perfuaded,  no- 
thing could  contribute  more  to  the  Hap- 
pinefs  of  this  Kingdom,  and  the  Peace 
of  Europe^  than  the  Concurrence  of  the 
Parliament  in  all  his  Negotiations,  and 
a  good  Underftanding  between  him  and 
his  People. 

'  The  Houfe  of  Peers  had,  two  or 
three  Days  before,  njiz.  on  the  20th 
of  Marchy  prefented  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty,  declaring  their  Senfe  of  a  Par- 
tition Treaty  j  wherein  they  reprefent  to 
his  Majefty,  that  having  read  and  con- 
lidered  the  faid  Treaty  of  the  3d  of 
March,  1700,  N.  S.  made  with  the 
French  King,  together  with  the  feparate 
and  fecret  Articles  which  he  had  been 
pleas'd  to  communicate  to  them,  they 
had,  to  their  great  Sorrow,  found  the 
Matters  thereof  would  be  of  very  ill 
Confequence  to  the  Peace  and  Safety  of 
Europe  j  for  that,  befides  the  Occafton 
it  m'ght  have  given  the  late  King  of 

'  Spain 
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Spain  to  have  made  his  Will  in  favour 
of  the  Duke  of  Anjou ;  if  that  Treaty 
had  taken  Effect,    the  Prejudice  to  his 
Majefty  and  his  Subjedls,  and  indeed  to 
all  Europe^    by  the  Addition  of  Sicih\ 
Naples,   feveral  Ports  of  the  Mediterra- 
nean^   the  Province  of  Guipufcoay    and 
the  Dutchy  of  Lorain^    had  been  not 
only  very  great,  but  contrary  to  the  Pre- 
tence of  the  Treaty 'itfelf,    which  was 
to  prevent  any  Umbrage  that  might  have 
been  taken,    by  uniting  fo  many  States 
and  Dominions  under  one  Head :  That 
by  all  the  Informations  they  had  had  of 
the  fatal  Treaty,    they  could  not  find, 
that  the  verbal  Orders  or  Inftruclions  (if 
any  were  given  10  his  Majefty's  Pleni-  Cenfure 
potentiaries)  were  ever  confidered  in  any  the  nego- 
of  his  Majefty's  Councils,    or  that  the^^^^' 
Draught  of  that  Treaty  had  ever  been  theAdvke 
laid  before  his  Majeily  at  any  Meeting  ^^  ^^^^ 
of  his  Council,    much  lefs  that  it  was 
advifed  or  approved  of  by  any  Council 
or  Committee  of  Council :    Wherefore 
they  thought  themfelves  bound  in  Duty 
to  his  Majefty,  and  Juftice  to  their  Coun- 
try, moft  humbly  to  befeech  him,  that 
for  the  future  he  would   be  pleafed  to 
require  and  admit,  in  all  Matters  of  Im- 
portance, the  Advice  of  his  natoral-born 
Subjedts,  whofe  known  Probity  and  For- 
*  tunes  might  make  him  and  his  People 
O  2  'a 
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*  a  juft  AfTurance  of  their  Fidelity  to  hi^ 
Service 3  and  that  in  order  thereunto,  he 
would  be  pleafed  to  conftitute  a  Council 
of  fuch  Perfons,  to  whom  his  Majefty 
might  be  pleafed  to  impart  all  Affairs, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  which  might 
any  way  concern  him  andhisDominions : 
For,  as  Intereft,  and  natural  Affedtion 
to  their  Country,  would  incline  them 
to  wifh  the  Welfare  and  Profperity  of  it, 
much  more  than  others  who  had  no  fiich 
Ties  upon  them ;  and  as  their  Experi- 
ence and  Knowledge  of  their  Country 
would  alfo  render  them  more  capable 
than  Strangers  of  advifing  his  Majefty 
in  the  true  Intereft  of  its  fo  they  were 
confident,  that  after  fuch  large  and  re- 
peated Demonftrations  of  his  Subje(!^s 
Duty  and  Affedtion,  his  Majefty  could 
not  doubt  of  their  Zeal  in  his  Service, 
nor  want  the  Knowledge  of  Perfons  fit 
to  be  employed  in  all  his  moft  fecret  and 
ardous  Affairs:  And  that  fince  it  ap- 
peared the  French  King's  accepting  of 
the  King  of  Spain's  Will,  was  a  mani- 
feft  Violation  of  that  Treaty,  they 
humbly  advifed  his  Majefty,  in  future 
Treaties  with  that  Prince,  to  proceed 
with  luch  Caution,  as  might  carry  a 
real  Security. 


His 
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'  His  Majefty,  having  received  the  Lords   The 
Addrefs,    anfwered,    That  it  contained  AnAver 
Matters  of  very  great  Moment,  and  he  to  it. 
would  always  take  care,    that  all  Trea- 
ties he  made  fliould  be  for  the  Honour 
and  Safety  of  England, 

'  Soon  after  this,  the  Earl  of  Portland^^^  Earl 
being  charged  diredly  in  the  Houfe  of/^^^°"^' 
Peers  with  negotiating  the  faid  Treaty,  charged 
his  LordOiip  faid  in  his  Excufe,    That  '^^'\^^^' 
the  Earls  of  Fembroke^  J^Kfiyj  ^rid  MarU  Trcnty, 
borough^     the  Lords  Somers^    Lo?ifdale,  ^"^  Lord 
and  Halifax^    had   their  Share  in  that  Halifax, 
Negotiation :  To  which  thofe  Peers  re-  &c.  with 
plied,  They  did  acknowledge  they  had  ^'Ivifingit. 
feen  the  Draught  of  the  Treaty ;    but 
that  the  Earl  of  Portland  had  drawn  it 
up  himfelf  in  French^  and  they  had  ne- 
ver given  nor  refufed  their  Confent  to 
it,  becaufe  the  Treaty  was  never  com- 
municated to  the  Privy-Council.     Ma- 
ny warm  Speeches  were  made  upon  this 
Occalion,    reflecting  upon    the  Court  : 
Nor  did  the  Houfe  of  Commons  lefs 
refent  the  huddling  up  thofe  Treaties  in 
the  dark,  than  the  Houfe  of  Peers :  Mr. 
How,  particularly,  faid,  that  the  Parti- 
tion Treaty  was  a  feloniousTreaty ;  com- 
paring it  to  the  Diftribution  of  other 
Mens    Goods   amongft    Highwaymen. 
'  While  the  Houfes  were  engaged  in 
ihefe  angry  Debates,    the  King  lent  an- 
O  3  '  other 
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^  Other  MefTage  to  the  Commons  the  30th 
The  Ertg.i  of  Marcl\  acquainting  them,  that  Mr. 
Dutch  de-^  Stanhope  had  deHvered  another  Memo- 
ir.and  Sa-  '  rial  to  the  French  Ambaffador  at  the 
tisfafticn  4  Hague  J  requiring,  that  reafonable  Satif- 
Emperor,  '  fadion  fhould  be  given  to  the  Emperor 
as  well  as<  upon  his  Pretenfions  to  the  Spa nifiSuc- 
aBarrier.  ^  ^^^^q^.    ^j^^^  ^^^  French  K'wg,    by  a 

*  Ihort  and  Hmited  Time,  fhould  with- 
'  draw  all  his  Troops  out  of  the  Spanijh 
*'  Netherlands^    and  that  the  Towns  there 

*  fhould  be  garrifoned  by  Walloon  or  Ne- 
'  therland  Troops,  except  fuch  Places  as 
'  were  referved  for  the  Security  of  England 

*  and  Holland:  That  for  the  particular  Se- 

*  curity  of  England  Ojlend  and  Newport^ 
'  fhould  be  garrifoned  by  Englijh  Forces : 
^  That  noPlaces  belonging  to  aS))^/;;,  fliould 

*  ever  be  alienated  or  transferred  to  France, 

*  or  come  under  the  Power  of  the  French 

*  King:  That  the  Subjeds  of  England 
'  fhould  have  the  fame  Privileges  within  the 
^  Spanijh  Dominions,  as  at  the  King  of 
'  Spain  s  Death,  and  be  upon  the  fame  foot, 
'  with  refpeft  to  Trade  in  the  Spanifi  Do- 
'  minions,  2i^  the.  French:  Thatjprtf«<f^and 
^  Spain  fhould  folemnly  engage  to  obferve 
^  thefe  Particulars ;  and  that  the  Treaty 
'  fhould  be  guaranteed  by  fuch  Powers,  as 
^  the  contrafting  Parties  fhould  defire. 

*  That  the  Dutch  had  prefented  a  Me- 
^  morial  of  the  fame  Tenor  j    wherein 

^  they 
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they  had  demanded  Venlo^    RtiremcnJ^ 
Stevenjwaerfj  Luxemburg,  Namiir^  Char- 
ier oy\    MonSy     DemiermonJe,     Damme, 
and  St.  Deny 5,  for  their  Barrier. 
*  But  that  the  French  L\mh-3iiI.\dox  had  The  An- 
given  the  Minifters  of  Englafid  and  Hol~  f,^lj^_ 
land  no   other  Anfwer,    than   that  his 
Mafter  would  obferve  the  Peace  of  Ryf- 
wick  'j  they  muft  expe6t  no  other  Secu- 
rity.   That  his  Majefty  alfo  had  received  The  States 
a  Memorial  from  '  the  States,    deli  1  i ng  defire  the 
him  to  haften  the  Succours  England  hud  suTcours 
agreed  to  fend  them  by  the  Treaty  of 
the  3  d  of  March,  1 677 :  Upon  all  which,  Upon 
his  Majefty  defired  the  Commons  would  which  tli* 
give  him  fuch  Advice,  as  might  be  for  mands  the 
their  own  Security,  that  of  the  States-  Advice  of 
General,  and  the  Peace  of  Europe.         nions.°"'" 
^  The  Houle,  taking  this  Mellage  into  They  de- 
their  Confideration  on  the  2d  of  JpriL  ^irehim  to 
reloived,  unanimouUy,  to  advile  his  Ma- cert  with 
jefty  to  carry  on   the  Negotiations  in  the  Dutch. 
concert  with  the  States-General,  and  take  ^^^^^  \^^ 
fuch  Meafures  therein,    as  might  mod  lupport 
conduce    to  their  Security ;     And  that  ^'™' 
his  Majefty  would   purfue   the   Treaty 
made  with  the  States-General  the  3d  of 
March,    16775    affuring  him,  that  this 
Houfe   would  effedtually  enable  him  to 
fupport  the  faid  Treaty  of  1677  :  Where- 
upon the  King  thank'd   them  for  the 
Aflurance  they  had  given  him,  and  faid, 
O  4  ^  He 
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He  did  not  doubt  but  the  Readinefs  thty 
had  (hewn  on  thisOccafion,  would  very 
much  contribute  to  rhe  obtaining  fuch 
a  Security  as  was  defired. 
'  His  Mcjefty  obferving,  however,  that 
though  the  Commons  were  very  ready 
to  afiiil:  both  the  Dutch  and  the  Empe- 
ror, to  obtain  a  fufficient  Barrier  againfi: 
'Fra?7ce^  yet  the-y  did  not  at  all  incline 
to  the  enierincr  into  a  War,  for  the  Kt- 
CO  very  of  the  Kingdom  of  Spain  from 
the  Duke  of  Anjou^  thought  fir,  after 
he  had  thoroughly  weigh'd  all  Circum- 
ftances,  to  acknowledge  the  Duke's  Ti-^ 
tie  to  the  Crown  of  Spaiu^  and  con- 
gratulate him  on  his  AcceefTipn,  by  the 
following  Letter,  viz. 


The  Kirg 
acknow- 
ledges the 
Duke  of 

Jjijou  K. 
of  Spau:, 
and  con- 
gratulates 
iiis  Accef- 
fion. 


Mojl  Serene  and  Potent  Prince^    our  dear 
Brother  and  'Ally. 

m  /  ^  hsve  received  your  Majefty's 
/y  Letter  of  the  24th  of  March 
lafr,  which  has  been  very  acceptable  to 
us  upon  many  Accounts:  Firft,  becaufe 
it  brought  us  Notice  of  your  fafe  Arri- 
val into  your  Kingdom  of  Spain^  and 
of  your  coming  to  ih^  PofTeirion  of  it, 
and  taking  upon  yourfelf  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  Dominions  thereunto  be- 
longing :  And  in  the  fecond  Place,  be- 
caufe they  have  made  it  plain  to  us, 

<  that 
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that  your  Majefty  hath  a  Mind  to  con- 
tinue, and  keep  inviolably,  that  moft 
antient  Alliance  which  is  between  the 
two  Crowns.  Indeed,  we  have  willingly 
embraced  this  Occafion,  both  to  congra- 
tulate your  Majefty 's  happy  Exaltation 
to  the  Spa?2ifJj  Throne,  and  to  {hew  you 
how  much  Efteem  we  have  for  your  Ma- 
jefty, and  how  much  we  defire  to  make 
it  appear  to  you,  that  our  Inclination  doth 
moft  readily  prompt  us  to  endeavour 
what  we  can,  that  the  mutual  Conjunc- 
tion of  Fricndfhip  and  Alliance  between 
us  may  be  confirmed  and  knit  fafter, 
and  the  common  Good  of  the  two  Na- 
tions may  daily  more  and  more  flourifh 
and  be  promoted ;  which  we  hope  alfb 
will  redound  to  the  public  Benefit  and 
Good  of  all  Europe:  What  remains,  is 
to  commend  and  commit  your  Majefty 
to  the  Care  and  Protediion  of  Almighty 
God. 

Given  at  our  Palace  at  Kenfington,  the 
lyth  Day  of  K'^xW^    ijoi^   and  the 
j^th  Tear  of  the  Reign  of  your  Ma- 
jefty i  moji  loving  Brother  and  Ally. 
Sign'dy 

GuLiELMus  Rex, 

*  The  King  of  England,  as  well  as  the 
States,  having  now  recogniz'd  Philip 
King  of  Spain,  the  Conferences  at  the 

*  Hague 
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Hague  were  refumed  between  the  Englijh 
and  Dutch  Minifters,  and  Monfieur 
D'AvauXy  the  French  Ambaffador  there, 
for  fettling  a  Barrier,  purfuant  to  the 
Advice  the  Commons  had  given  his  Ma- 
jefty. 

'  In  the  mean  Time  the  Commons  con- 
tinued to  confider  the  Partition  Treaty, 
and  who  were  the  Advifers  of  it ;  and 
in  the  Beginning  of  April  came  to  a 
Refolution,  T/6^r  William,  Earl  of  Port- 
land,  l)y  negotiati?7g  and  concluding  the 
Treaty  of  Partition^  which  was  defiruc- 
tive  to  the  Trade  of  this  Kingdom, 
and  dangerous  to  the  Peace  of  Europe, 
was  guilty^  and  fiould  be  impeached,  of 
high  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanours  j  and  Sir 
fohn  Levifon  Gower,  by  Order  of  the 
Houfe,  went  up  to  the  Lords  Bar,  and 
there  impeached  the  faid  Earl,  acquaint- 
ing them,  that  they  would  in  due  Time 
exhibit  Articles  againft  him :  Immedi- 
ately afcer  which,  the  Commons,  at  a 
Conference,  defired  their  Lordfhips  to 
communicate  to  them  what  Informa- 
tions their  Lordfhips  had  received,  of 
any  Tranfadtions  relating  to  the  Negoti- 
ations or  Treaties  of  Partition  of  the 
Spanipd  Monarchy:  Whereupon  their 
Lordfhips  delivered  to  them  the  two 
Latin  Commiffions  of  Powers,  granted 
to  the  Earls  of  Portland  and  Jerfey,    for 

^  ne- 


Mr.  PR  I  OR' J  Negotiations.        203 

negotiating  the  faid  Treaties,    the  one 
dated  the  firft  of  Jufyj   1699,  the  other 
the  2d  of  January,   1700:    As  alfo  a 
private  Paper  of  the  Lord  Portla?2d's, 
in  which  Secretary  Vernon  advifes  him 
to  negotiate  the  firft  Treaty. 
*  On  the  14th  of  jlpril.  the  Commons 
being  in  a  Debate,  whether  they  fliould 
impeach   the  Lord  Somers  for  advifing 
the  faid  Treaty,  that  Lord  defired  to  be 
heard  before  they  came  to  any  Refolu- 
tion,-and  was  admitted  into  the  Houfe, 
where  he  made  an  Apology  for  his  Con- 
dud:;  but  being  withdrawn,  the  Com- 
mons came  to  a  Refolution,  That  John 
Lord  Somers,    by  adviiing  his  Majefly,  -^^'^  ?"' 
in   the  Year  1698,    to  the  Treaty  forpeach'd 
Partition    of    the    Spanifi   Monarchy,  for  ^^- 
whereby  large  Territories  of  the  Kingp^J."^j^j^® 
of  Spain?,  Dominions  were  to  be  deli- Treaty. 
vered  up  to  France,  was  guilty  of  a  high 
Crime  and  Mifdemeanor;  and  Mr.  Har- 
court,  accordingly,  by  the  Command  of 
the  Commons,  impeached  that  Lord  at 
the  Bar  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  declar- 
ing, that  the  Houfe  would  in  due  Time 
exhibit  Articles  againft  him, 
*  The  Lord  Somers,  at  his  Hearing  be- 

*  fore  the  Commons,  delivered  the  Copies 
^  of  two  Letters  to  the  Houfe  3    the  firft 

*  of  which  he  received  from  the  King, 

*  dcijring  his  Advice  in  the  firft  Treaty 

*  of 
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*  of  Partition;  and  the  fecond  was  hlsLord- 

*  fliip's  Anfwer  to  it.'  Thefe  Letters  I  have 
before  inferted  in  their  *  proper  Place. 

'  The  Commons  proceeded,  on  the  23d 
of  Aprils  to  prefent  an  Addrefs  to  his 
Majefty  ;  wherein  they  reprefent  the 
great  Satisfaction  they  had  in  their  En- 
quiry concerning  the  Treaty  of  Parti- 
tion made  in  1698  (on  which  the  Trea- 
ty in  1699  was  founded)  to  obferve  his 
Majefly's  Care  in  not  entering  on  that 
Negotiation  without  the  Advice  of  his 
Englijh  Counfeliors ;  and  finding,  that 
jobn  Lord  Somers^  on  whofe  Judgment 
his  Majefty  chiefly  rehed  in  that  impor- 
tant Afiair,  did,  in  concert  with  Edward 
Earl  of  Orford,  and  Charles  Lord  Ha^ 
iifdx,  advife  his  Majefty  to  enter  into 
that  Treaty  of  fuch  dangerous  Confe- 
quence,  v/uhout  theAdvice  of  his  Coun- 
cil J  that  they  might  no  longer  be  able 
to  deceive  his  Majefty,  and  abufe  his 
People,  they  delired  he  would  be  pleafed 
to  remove  the  faid  yoh?t  Lord  Somers, 
Edward  Earl  of  Orjordy  and  Charles 
Lord  Halifax  J  from  his  Council  and  Pre- 
fence  for  ever ;  as  alfo  JVilliam  Earl  of 
Portland^  who  tranflated  thofe  Treaties  ^ 
and  concluded  with  repeating  their  Af- 
furances  to  fland  by  and  fupport  his  Ma- 
jefly  to  the  utmoft  of  their  Power. 


*  See  Page  45. 
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'  To  which  his  Majefty  anfwered,    Fie 

■  thanked  them  for  their  AlTurances  of 

■  fupporting  him,  and  fhould  employ  none 
in  his  Service,  but  fuch  as  were  Uke  to 
improve  that  mutual  Truft  and  Confi- 
dence betv^'een  them,  which  was  fo  ne- 

*  ceilary  at  that  Conjundure  for  their  Se- 
'  curity,  and  the  Prefervation  of  their 
=  Allies. 

'  On  the  contrary,  the  Houfe  of  Lords   The 
^  (in  which  the  Courtiers  had  had  a  Ma-  Houfe  of 
'  jcrity  for  fome  Time)  though  they  had  ^^^J^  ^^^ 
'  themfelves  faid  very  hard  Things  of  the  King  not 
'  Partition-Treaty,    and  the  Manner  of  J°J|^^°^^ 
'  tranfad:ing  it,  in  their  Addrcfs ;  yet,  in  Lords. 

*  behalf  of  thefe  their  favourite  Brethren, 

*  they  now  prefented  an  Addrefs  of  an- 

*  other  Strain  j  wherein  they  befeech  his 
'  Majefty  not  to  pafs  any  Cenfure  on  tho(e 
'  Lords,  until  they  v/cre  tried  upon  the 
'  Impeachments  the  Commons  had  pre- 

*  ferred    againft  them.       Thus  Matters 

*  refted  till  the  5th  of  Mciy^    when  the 

'  Lords  fent  a  Meflage  to  the  Commons,  minlthe 

*  to  remind  them  that  there  were  yet  no  Commons 

*  Articles  preferred  agciin  the  impeached  '^}^f-o^^^" 

1  D  i  ■  ticlcs  were 

*  Lords;    whereupon  the  Commons,    on  {ent  up  a- 

*  the  9th  of  the  fame  Month,    f.nt  up  p'^^-ft  ^he 

*  Articles   againft  Edward  Earl   of  Or-  ea^Lords'. 

*  ford^  in  Maintenance  of  their  Impeach- 
'  ment, 

^The 
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Articles  a-      «  The  Articles  againft  the  Earl  of  Or-^ 

^^^Y  J  ^  ^  ford  (tt  {onh.    That  he,    preferring  his 

Orford.     '  private  Intereft  to  the  publick  Good,  had, 

'  during  an  expenlive  War,    procured  fe- 

'  veral  Grants  from  his  Majefty  of  Lands 

*  and  exorbitant  Sums  of  Money:  That 
'  while  he  commanded  the  Royal  Navy  in 

*  the  Streights,  he  received  the  public  Mo- 

*  ney,  and  converted  it  to  his  private  U/e^ 

*  and  then  procured  a  Privy- Seal  to  dif- 

*  charge  him  of  it:  That  he  received  con- 
'  fiderable  Sums  from  the  King  of  Spain 
'  alfo,  with  great  Quantities  of  Wine,  Oil^ 
'  and  other  Provifions  for  the  Fleet,  which 

*  he  converted  to  his  own  Ufe  :  That  he 

*  fold  and  difpofed  of  feveral  Vellels  as 
'  Prizes  without   Condemnation :    That, 

*  preliding  in  the  Commiffion  of  Lord 
'  High-Admiral,  he  had  rejedled  the  Re- 

*  queft  of  the  Eaji-hidia  Company  for 
'  fuppreffing  Pirates,  and  had  procured  a 

*  Commiffion  for  William  Kiddy  who  had 

*  committed  Piracy,  encouraged  thereto 
'  by  his  Hopes  of  the  Earl's  Protedion : 
'  That  while  he  commanded  the  Royal 
'  Navy,  he  loft  feveral  Opportunities  of 
'  deitroying  the  Enemy's  Ships,  and  that 
'  he  adviied  the  King  to  enter  into  the 
^  Treaty  of  Partition,  which  was  pre-^ 
'  judicial  to  the  Nation ;  with  fome  other 
'  Things  of  lefs  Moment. 

'To 
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*  To  which  the  Earl  anfwered.    That  The  Earl's 
«  his  Majefty,  in  Confideration  of  his  Ser-  ^"^'^^'* 

*  vices  for  many  Years,     had  voluntarily 

*  made  him  a  reverfionary  Grant  for  the 

*  Value  of  about  ten  thoufand  Pounds : 

*  That  he  had  legally  pafs'd  his  Accounts 
'  for  all  Monies  he  had  received  on  ac- 
'  count  of  the  Public :  That  vi^hatever  he 
^  received  of  the  King  of  Spain  for  the 

*  Fleet,  was  duly  diftributed  among  the 
'  Seamen  :  That  he  conflantly  gave  Orders 
«  for  proceeding  againft  the  Prizes  that 

*  were  taken   according  to  Law :    That 

*  he    never   difcouraged    the    'Eajl-India 

*  Company's  Requeft  for  the  fuppreffing  of 

*  Pirates :  That  Kidd\  Commiffion  was 
<  granted  according  to  Law,  and  intended 

*  for  the  public  Good ;  and,  if  he  had 
'  committed  Piracy,  he  was  never  encou- 

*  raged  in  it  by  the  Earl :  That  he  had 
'  not  neglected  his  Duty  againft  the  Ene- 
^my;  and,  confidering  his  Services  againft 
'  the  French  Fleet,  he  did  not  expedl  to 
'  be  charged  therewith :  And  denies,  that 

*  he  advifed  his  Majefty  to  enter  into  the 

*  Partition  Treaty,  for  he  objeifled  to  it, 
'  he  averred,  and  gave  his  Opinion  againft 
'  the  fame. 

'  The  Commons  alfo  on  the   19th  of  Articles 

*  May,  fent  up  Articles  againft  the  Lord  ''^^\f^ 

*  Somers ;  wherein  they  charge  him  with  pj^l^^ 

*  adviiing  the  Partition  Treaties,  and  paf- 

'  lino" 
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'  iing,  both  the  Powers  to  treat,  and  tli6 
'  Treaties  themfelvesj  under  the  Great 
'  Seal,  without  the  Knowledge  of  the 
<-  Council  or  the  other  Lords- Juftices,  leav- 

<  ing  one  entire  Blank  Sheet,  with  feveral 
c  other  Blanks  to  be  filled  up,  as  well  in 
« the  Commifiions  and  Powers,  for  nego- 
'  tiating  the  faid  Treaties,  as  in  the  Tfea- 
^  ties  themfelves  ;    neither  did  he  enroll 

*  them  in  Chancery,  as  the  Law  required: 
'  That  he  pafTed  many  unreafonable  Grants 

*  under  the  Broad  Seal,  and  advifed  and 
'  procured  divers  Grants  of  the  forfeited 
'  Eftates  mlreland:  That  belides  the  Fees 

*  and  Perquifites  of  his  Office,  he  procured 
'  a  Penfion  of  4000  /.  per  Annum,    and 

*  feveral  other  unreafonable  Grants  for  his 

*  own  Benefit,  in  which  his  Majefty  was 
'  deceived :  That  he  had  procured  a  Com- 

<  miffion  for  William  Kidd,  a  Perfon  of 
'  ill  Fame,    who  had  turned  Pirate,    and 

*  procured  a  Grant  for  himfelf  and  fome 

*  others,  in  feigned  Names,  of  fuch  Vefiels 
'  and  Goods  as  he  (hould  take :  That  he 
'  had  made  illegal  and  unwarrantable  Or- 
'  ders,  while  Chancellor,  with  fome  other 
'  Matters  of  lefs  Moment. 

Lord  So-       '  To  which  he  anlwered,  That  he  had, 

fner's  An- '  according  to  his  Duty,  given  the  King 

^^"^^^        '  his  Opinion  freely  on  the  Partition-Trea- 

'  ties,    and  had  his  Majefty's  Letters  for 

*  his  Warrants  in  fetting  the  Great  Seal 

«  to 
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*  to  the  faicf  Commiffions  and  Treaties: 
'  That  it  was  not  incumbent  upon  him, 

*  as  Lord  Chancellor,  to  fee  the  faid  Com- 

*  miffions  or  Treaties  enroll'd ;  but  the 
f  Care  of  it  belong'd  to  the  Prothonotary 

*  of  the  Court  of  Chancery  :  That  he  ne- 
'  ver  pafs'd  any  Grants  without  fufficient 

*  Warrants,    and  that   more  coniiderable 

*  Grants  had  pafs'd  in  the  Times  of  his 
^  Predeceflbrs  :    That  the  annual  Penfion 

*  of  4000  /.  per  A?2num  had  been  allowed 
'  to   other  Chancellors :    That  he  never 

*  begg'd  any  Grant ;  but  what  he  had  re- 
'  ceived,  was  given  him  voluntarily  by  his 
'  Majefty,  in  Confideration  of  his  Services: 

*  That  the  Commiffion  to  Captain  Kiddy 

*  was  then  thought  neceffary  for  the  Pre- 

*  fervation  of  Trade  and  Navigation.    He 

*  acknowledges,  that  Samuel  Newton  s 
'  Name  in  the  Grant  of  the  VefTels  and 
'  Goods  that  {hould  be  taken  by  Kidd,  was 
'  ufed  in  Truft  for  him  (the  Lord  Somers) ; 

*  but  that  Kidd^  having  abufed  his  Comr 

*  miffion  and  turn'd  Pirate,    his  Employ^ 

*  ers  had  loft  their  Expences,  inftead  of 
'  making  any  Gain  by  fending  him  out. 

*  The  Articles  aeainll  CharlesljOid  Ha-  The  Artl- 

*  lifax  fet  forth ,  That  whereas  the  Com-  cies  a- 

*  mons  had  thought  it  reafonable  to  apply  1^"^  jj^- 

*  the  forfeited  Eftates  in  Ireland  to  the  Ufe  Ufax. 
'  of  the  Publick,  he  had  procured  a  Grant 

'  of  feveral  Sums  forfeited  to  the  Grown 
P  'in 
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*  in  that  Kingdom,  amounting  to  13000/. 

*  That    he  had  procured  feveral  Grants 

*  alfo  in  England  J    particularly  a  Grant 
'  of  14000/.    to  be  raifed  out  of  fcrub- 

*  bed  Beech,  Birch,  Holly,  &c.  grow- 
'  ing  in  his  Majefty's  Foreftsi  under  eo- 
'  lour  whereof,  he  had  cut  down  and 
'  fold  for  his  own  Benefit  fappling  Oaks, 
'  and  many  Tons  of  well-grown  Timber : 
'  That  he  procured  feveral  Offices  and 
"  Places  in  the  Treafury  and  Exchequer, 
'  which  he  enjoyed  at  the  fame  Time, 

*  though  they  were  manifeftly  inconfiflent, 
'  and  ought  to  have  been  a  Check  on  each 
'other:  And  laftly,  that  he  advifed  the 
'  Partition  Treaties. 

The  Lord     '  To  this  the  Lord  Halifax  anfwered, 
Halifax^  i  'Yh2X  he  did  accept  a  Grant  of  Debts, 
'  &c.  forfeited  to  the  Crown  in  Ireland, 

*  and  amounting  to  13000/.  as  he  law- 

*  fully  might  j    but  that  they  had  been 

*  taken  away  from  him  by  the  late  Ad;  of 

*  Refumption,  and  he  had  not  made  clear 
'  of  them  above  400  /.     That  he  had  not 

*  accepted  of  the  Grants  mentioned  in  En- 
^  gland y  and  particularly  2000/.  per  Ann, 

*  for  feven  Years,  to  be  raifed  bv  the  Fall 

*  of  Scrub  Beech,  Birch,    &c.  and  if  any 

*  Abufe  had  been  in  cutting  the  Wood, 

*  he  was  not  anfwerable  for  the  fame,    it 

*  being  done  by  the  Diredion  of  his  Ma- 
<  jefty's  Surveyor-Generals,  and  other  Of- 

'ficers: 


Aniwer. 
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*  licers.  He  does  not  deny  his  enjoying 
'  the  faid  Places  in  the  Treafury  and  the 

*  Exchequer  ;   but  fays,  it  was  but  for  a 

*  little  while ;  he  defigned  from  the  Be- 
'  ginning  to  lay  fome  of  them  down,  and 

*  had  actually  relinquished  fome  of  them. 

*  He  fays,   he  never  advifed  the  Partition 

*  'Treaties,  or  was  confulted  thereupon  ; 
'  but,  when  the  Matter  was  difcourfed  of 
'  at  Tunbridge-Welhj  he  made  feveral  Ob- 
*'jed:ions  to  the  fame. 

^"^'  The  Lords,  by  a  MefTage  the  24th  of  TheLord^ 
^■Mayy  put  the  Commons  in  mind  of  re-  P'^'  ^^^^ 
'•'plying  to  the  Earl  of  O? ford's  Anfwer,  in°mind  of 

*  and  that  a  Day  might  be  appointed  for  replying 

*  his  Trial,  and  for  exhibiting;  Articles  a-  ^°  ^i%^0 
<  gainft  the  Earl  of  Fortland  and  the  other 

'  Lords. 

'  *  To  which  the  Commons  anfwered, 
'  That  they  deferred  bringing  up  the  Re- 
'  plication  againft  the  Earl  of  Orford^ 
'  becaufe  they  thought  fit  to  begin  with 
'  the  Trial  of  the  Lord  Somers:  And  as  to 

*  the  other  Part  of  the  Lord's  MelTage, 

*  putting  them  in  mind  of  fending  up 
'  Articles  of  Impeachment  againft  the 
*Earl  of  Portland,  &c.  they  held  it  to 
.*  be  unparliamentary,  they  as  Profccutors 

*  being  proper  Judges,    where  Articles  of 

*  Impeachment  ought  to  be  brought  up.    appoimV 

••  Then  the  Lords  fent  a  Meffage  to  the  Day  for 

*  Commons ;  acquainting  them,  that  they  ^^^^^^^^^ 

P  2  '  hsid  o^  Qr/orJ, 
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'  had  appointed  the  9th  of  June  for  the 

*  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Orford^    and  that 

*  the    Commons    might   reply   if  they 
«  thought  fit.     They  alfo  put  them  in 

*  mind  again,    that  no  Articles  were  ex- 

*  hibited  againft  the  Earl  of  Portland-, 

*  which,    after  an  Impeachment  had  fa 
'  long  depended,  they  obferved  was  aHard- 

*  lliip,  and  not  agreeable  to  the  ufual  Me- 
'  thod  of  Parliament. 

The  Com-      '  To  this  the  Commons  replied,    That 

feiTitbe-  *  ^^  ^'^^^  ^^^^^  undoubted  Right,  when  fe- 
cauii'they*  veral  Pcrfons  ftood  impeachcd,  to  bring 
were  not  «  to  Trial  fuch  of  them  in  the  firft  Place 
I'-^dy.      <  ^g  ^j^gy  ^^^  £j. .  ^^^  ^1^^^  j^Q  £j^y  ought 

*  to  be  appointed  by  their  Lordfhips  for 
'  the  Trial,    without  fome  previous  Sig- 

*  nification  to  their  Lordfhips  from  the 

*  Commons  of  their  being  ready  to  pro- 

*  ceed  therein ;   and  therefore  the  Com- 

*  mons  could  not  agree  to  the  Day  ap- 

*  pointed  by  their  Lordfhips  for  the  Trial 

*  of  the  Earl  of  Orford :  And  as  to  that 

*  Part  of  their  Meflage  relating  to  the 
'  fending  up  Articles  againil  the  Earl  of 

*  Portlandy  they  thought  their  Lordfhips, 
'  by  the  frequent  Repetition  of  itj  intend- 
'  ed  to  introduce  Difputes  to  the  Delay  of 
'  Juftice,  and  in  Breach  of  that  good 
'  Correfpondence  which  ought  to  be  ob- 

*  fervsd  between  the  two  Houfes. 

'        .  ■  '  The 
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•^  The  Lords,  in  a  fabfequent  Mefli^e,  The  Lords 
pVit  the  Commons  in  mind  of  replying  JjJ^jj.  ^" 
to  the  Lord  Somers ;    and  aflerted,    that  Right  to 
the  Right  of  limiting  a  convenient  Time  ^^P°^j^-^| 
for  the  Trial  was  lodged  in  them. 

*  The  Commons  afterwards,  at  a  Con- 
ference, propofed  the  appointing  a  Com- 
mittee of  both  Houfes,  to  conlider  of 
the  moft  proper  Ways  and  Methods  of 
proceeding  on  Impeachments :  But  the 
Lords,  by  another  MefTage,  infifted  on 
their  Right  of  appointing  the  Day  of 
Trial,  without  any  previous  Significa- 
tion from  the  Commons  of  their  being 
ready  3  and  complained,  that  the  Com- 
mons {hould  charge  them  with  delay- 
ing Juftice. 

*  The  Commons,  on  the  other  hand,  The  Com- 
infifted  on  the  nominating  a  Committee  monsinfrfi 
of  both  Houfes,  to  adjuft  the  neceffary  ^^^^^^  ^{ 
Preliminaries  to  the  Trials :  As,  whether  both  Hou- 
the  impeached  Lords  fhould  appear  at  -u^'preH. 
their  Trials  at  their  Lordfhips  Bar  as  minarics. 
Criminals  J  and  whether  they  (hould  fit 

as  Judges  at  each  other's  Trials,  or  vote 
in  their  own  Cafes,  as  they  found  by 
their  Lordfliips  Journals  they  had  been 
admitted  to  do.  ^  The  Lords 

*  Still  the  Lords  refufed  to  appoint  any  r^fufe  it, 
fuch  Committee  to  confider  of  the  Ways  pojnt^a 
and  Methods  of  Impeachments,  and  ap-  Day  for 
pointed  Friday^  the  13th  of  June,  fgj.  Lord  .??- 

P3  '  ^thcTrhl 
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*  the  Trial  of  the  Lord  Somers :  But  the 
Commons  refufed  to  appear  at  any  Trial, 
till  the  Preliminaries  were  fettled. 

*  The  Lords  afterwards  fent  the  fol^ 
lowing  Refolutions  to  the  Commons, 
'uiz.  I  ft,  That  no  Lord  of  Parliament, 
impeached  for  High  Crimes  and  Mif- 
demeanors,  and  coming  to  his  Trial, 
fl:iall  be  without  the  Bar.  2dly,  That 
no  Lord,  impeached  of  high  Crimes 
and  Mifdemieanors,  can  be  precluded 
from  voting  on  any  Occalion,  except  in 
his  own  Trial.  And  that  the  Commons 
fliould  not  pretend  they  were  flraitened 
for  Time,  the  Lords  ordered  the  Trial 
of  the  Lords  Somers  to  be  put  off  to  the 
17th  Inftant,  and  agreed  to  a  free  Con- 
ference with  the  Commons,  .ait^-if].- 

'  At  this  Conference  the  Lord  Haver- 
pjam  faid,  The  Lords  had  fo  high  an 
Opinion  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
that  they,  hofd  ^uftice  Jhould  never  be 
made  iij'e  of  as  a  Mask  for  any  Defign  : 
^hqt  it  was  a  Demo?iji ration  the  Com- 
mons thought  the  Lords  innocent^  becaife 
there  were  feveral  other  Lords  engaged 
in  the  fame  Things^  whom  they  did  not 
accufe^  but  left  them  at  the  Head  of  Af- 
fairs^ near  the  Kings  Perfon^  to  do  any 
Mf chief  if  they  were  inclined  to  it^  when 
they  were  both  alike,  gi^ilty^  und  coiicernd 
in,  the  fame  F^<^;.  <=,[.'..... 

.  ?  Thefe 
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*  Thefe  Expreffions  were  imniediatelyTiieCom- 
objcded  to  by  Sir  ChriJIopher  Mufgrave^^^\l^^ 
and  the  Managers  for  the  Commons,  Words 
who  took  them  to  be  fuch  an  Afper- ^°|'^^"^^y 
lion  on  the  Honour  of  that  Houfe,  i\\2X  ^erjbam.  . 
they   immediately   withdrew  from  the 
Conference.     As  they    withdrew,    the 
Lord   Steward   faid.    He   hoped   they 
would   not  think,    that  that  Lord  had 
any  Authority  from  the  Houfe  of  Lords 
to  ufe  any  fuch  Expreffions  towards  the 
Commons. 

'  However,  the  Managers  being  return'd 
to  their  Houfe,  it  was  refolved,  That 
John  Lord  Haverpjam  had,  at  the  free 
Conference,  utter'd  moft  fcandalous  Re- 
proaches and  falfe  Expreffions,  highly 
refled:ing  upon  the  Honour  and  Juflice 
of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,   and  tend-  -  •. 

ing  to  the  making  a  Breach  in  the  good 
Correfpondence  between  the  Lords  and  , 

Commons,    and  to  the  interrupting  the 
publick  Juftice  of  the  Nation,   by  de- 
laying   the    Proceedings    on  Impeach- 
ments :  And  refolved,  That  John  Lord  Lord  Ha- 
Haver/ham  be  charged  before  the  Lords,  w^#^^ 
for  the  Words  fpoken  at  the  faid  Con-  ^^j^Kie 
ferencci   and  that  the  Lords  be  de fired  Words 
to  proceed  in  Juftice  againft  him,    and  [^^^0^^^^. 
to  inflid:  fuch  Puni(hment  upon  the  faid  rence. 
Lord,  as  fo  high  an  Offence  againft  the 
Commons  does  defervc. 

P  4  *  The 
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*  The  Lords  afterwards  defired,  that 
'  the  Free  Conference  might  be  renew'd, 

*  in  order  to  fet  all  Matters  to  rights ;  but 
'  the  Commons  refolv'd,  that  it  was  not 

*  confiftent  with  their  Honour  to  renew 

*  the  Free  Conference,    till  Juftice  was 
'  done  them  on  the  Lord  Haverfiam. 

Rules  to        <  The  Lords,    on  the   i6th  of  June. 

cd  Tt  thJ'  *  ^^'^^  ^^  Commons  the  following  Rules, 

Trial  of    '  to  be  obferved  at  the  Trial  of  the  Lord 

Lord  6v    c  ^Qfjiers  the  next  Day,  'viz. 

I  'Yli^.i  the  whole  Impeachment  is  to  be 
•^  read,  and  then  the  Anfwer ;  which  be- 
*=  ing  done,  the  Lord  Keeper  is  to  tell 
'  the  Commons,    that  now  they  may  go 

*  on  with  their  Evidence. 

'  Then  the  Lord  Keeper  is  to  declare, 
'  That  now  the  Court  is  proceeding  to 

*  hear  the  Evidence,  and  delire  the  Peers 
^  to  give  Attention. 

*  If  any  of  the  Peers,  or  the  Members 

*  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  that  ma- 
'  nage  the  Evidence,  or  the  Lord  impeach- 
'  ed,  dodefire  to  have  any  Queftion  ask'd, 
^  they  mufl  defire  the  Lord  Keeper  to  ask 

*  the  fame. 

*  If  any  Debate  doth  arife  at  the  Trial, 

*  no  Debate  is  to  be  in  the  Court,  but 
^  the  Queftion  fufpended,    to  be  debated 

*  in  this  Houfe. 

*  The  Members  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
^  mens  to  be  there  before  the  Peers  come. 

*  None 
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3>^  None  to  he  covered  at  the  Trial  but 

^sthe  Peers. 

'    *  That  fuch  Peers,  at  the  Trial  of  the 

*  impeached  Lord,  who,  at  the  Infta^ce 
'  of  the  faid  Lord,  or  of  the  Commons, 

*  (hall  be  admitted  WitnefTes,    are  to  be 

*  fworn  at  the  Clerk's  Table;    and  the 

*  Lord   Keeper  to  adminifter  the  Oath, 

*  and  they  to  deliver  their  Evidence  in 
'  their  own  Places. 

*  Thofe  WitnefTes  that  are  Commoners, 

*  are  to  be  fworn  at  the  Bar  by  the  Clerk, 

*  and  are  to  deliver  their  Evidence  there. 

*  The  impeached  Lords  naay  crofs-ex- 

*  amine  Witnelles  'ui'ua  voce. 

*  The  fame  Day,    the  Commons  re-  Lord  Ha^ 

*  ceived  the  Lord  Haverjham'^  Anfwer  to  '^"fi^^'^ 

*  their  Charge  ;  in  which  he  juftified  the  the  Com- 
?  Expreffion  he  had  ufed  at  the  late  Con-  J^ons 

*  ference  between  the  two  Houles ;   und    '^^^^' 
'  itill  afierted,    that   the  Commons  had 

*  (hewn  themfelves  partial,   and  even  un- 

*  juft,  in  proceeding  againft  the  impeach- 

*  ed  Lords,    while  they  fufFer'd  the  Earl 

*  of  Jer/ey^    Mr.  Secretary  Vernon^    Sir 

*  JofephWilltamfon^  ^\v  Edward  Seymour ^ 
^  Sir  Stephen  Fox^  and  Mr.  Felhatriy  who 

*  were   engaged   in   the    fame   Tranfac- 
'  tions,  to  remain  unmolefted. 

'  On  the  other  hand,    the  Commons 
5  gave  feveral  Reafons  why  they  could  not 

*  appear  at  the  Trial  of  the  Lord  Somers^ 

*  the 
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the  Principal  whereof  were,  i/?,  That 
the  Lords  had  not  agreed  to  a  Committee 
of  both  Houfes  for  fettling  the  Preli- 
minaries. 2d!\\  That  they  could  never 
appear  as  Profecutors  before  their  Lord- 
fliips,  till  they  had  given  them  Satis- 
faction, that  Lords  impeached  of  the 
the  fame  Crimes  (hould  not  fit  as  Judges 
on  each  other's  Trials  for  thofe  Crimes. 
3^/v,  Becaufe  the  Commons  had  yet  re-' 
■^ceived  no  Reparation  for  the  great  In- 
dignity ofFer'd  them  at  the  Free  Confe- 
rence by  the  Lord  Haverjham. 

*  The  Lords  however  proceeded  to  the 
Trial  of  the  Lord  Somers,  the  17th  In-' 
ftant,  inTVeJlminfier-Hall  'y  that  is,  they 
caufed  the  Articles  again  ft  him,  and  his 
Anfwer,  to  be  read;  and,  the  Commons 
not  having  reply'd,  and  confequenrly  no 
Iflue  being  join'd,  the  Lords  proceeded  to 
put  the  following  Queflion,  That]o\\n 
Lord  Somers  be  acquitted  of  the  Articles 
of  Impeachment  againji  him  exhibited  by 
theHoufe  of  Commons^  and  allThivgi  there- 
in contained',  and  that  the  faid  Impeach- 
ment be  difmijjedf  Which  was  rcfolved 
in  the  Affirmative,  in  the  Abfence  of  the 
Commons. 

*  On  the  20th  oijune,  the  Lords  fentan' 
Anfwer  to  the  Commons  Reafons  for  not 
appearing  at  the  Trial  of  the  impeach'd 
Lords  J  wherein  their  Lordfhips  fay,  That 

*  they 
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they  acknowledged,  that  the  Houfe  of 
GoiTimons  have  a  Right  of  impeaching; 
but  that  the  Lords  have  an  undoubted 
Right  of  doing  Juftice  upon  thefe  Im- 
peachments, by  bringing  them  to  a 
Trial,  and  condemning  or  acquitting  the 
Parties  in  a  reafonable  Time :  That  there 
never  was  a  Committee  of  both  Houfes 
yielded  to  by  the  Lords,  in  cafe  of  an 
Impeachment  for  high  Crimes  and  Mif- 
demeanorsj  and  they  fhouid  make  no 
Precedent  on  the  Occafion :  And,  as  to 
the  Pretence  the  Commons  made  to  de- 
lay the  Trials,  on  account  of  fome  Ex- 
preffions  ihr"  fell  from  the  Lord  Ha- 
verfiam^  their  Lordfliips  anfwer.  They 
had  omitted  nothing  which  might 
give  the  Commons  all  reafonable  Satis- 
fad:ion  in  that  Matter ;  and  obferved 
farther,  That  this  Bufinefs  had  no  Rela- 
tion to  the  Trial  of  the  impeached  Lords, 
therefore  they  could  not  imagine  why  the 
Commons  fhould  make  Satisfaction  and 
Reparation  againft  the  Lord  Ha'verpoam 
g  neceflary  Condition  for  going  on  with 
the  Trials. 
S  The  Commons,  on  the  contrary,  came  The  Com- 

*  to  a  Refolution,  the  fame  20th  of  J  line  ^  ^ons  re- 

'  That  the  Lords  had  refufed  Juftice  to  SslSd 
'  the  Commons,    upon  the  Impeachment  refufed 
S  againft  the  Lord  Somers^    by  denying  a^^^'"  J"^*^^ 

*  Committee  of  both  Houfes  to  fettle  the  '*^^' 

'  Prdi- 
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*  Preliminaries,  and  afterwards  proceed- 
'  ing  to  a  pretended  Trial  of  the  faid  Lord, 

*  which  could  tend  only  to  protc<5t  hirri 
.  '  from  Juftice,    by  Colour  of  an  illegat 

And  pro- «  ^^qyjjl-^}      againft   which   Proceedings 

their  Pro-    ^^6  Commons  did  lolemly  proteft,     as 

cecdings.    '  being  repugnant   to  the  Rules  of  Juf- 

'  tice,  and  therefore  null  and  void :  That 

*  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  by  the  pretended 
'  Trial  of  John  Lord  Somers^  had  endea- 

*  voured  to  overturn  the  Right  of  Im- 
'  peachments,  lodg'd  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
"  mons  by  the  antient  Conftitution  of  this 

*  Kingdom,  for  the  Safety  and  Protecftion 
'  of  the  Commons  againft  the  Power  of 

*  great  Men,  and  had  made  an  Invafion 
'  on  the  Liberties  of  the  Subjed:,  by  lay- 
'  ing  a  Foundation  of  Impunity  for  the 
'  greateft  Offenders :  That  all  the  ill  Con- 
'  fequences  which  might  attend  the  De- 
'  lay  of  the  Supplies,  given  by  the  Com- 
'  mons  for  preserving  the  publick  Peace, 
'  and  maintaining  the  Balance  of  Europe^ 
'  by  fupporting  our  Allies  againft  the  Power 
'  of  France^  were  to  be  imputed  to  thofe, 
'  who,    to  procure  an  Indemnity  for  their 

*  own  enormous  Crimes,  had  ufed  their 
'  utmoft  Endeavours  to  make  a  Breach  be- 
••  twecn  the  two  Houfes, 

TheLcrds  *"  I"  anlwer  to  this  Proteft,  the  Lords 
AhiAver  to'  fent  the  Commons  a  MelTage  the  fame 
^'*  '  Day  J  acquainting  them,  That  iheCom- 

*  mons 
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*  mons  not  appearing  to  maintain  their 

*  Articles  againft  the  Lord  So?ners^  they  had  ♦ 
'  acquitted  him  of  the  Articles  of  Impeach- 

*  ment,  and  difmifs'd  the  fame;  and  that 

*  they  had  appointed  Moiiday  next  for  the 

*  Trial  of  the  Earl  of  Orford :    That  from 

*  the  Commons  ft  ill  prefhng  for  a  Com- 

*  mittee  of  both  Houles,    their  Lordfhips 

*  inferred,    that  they  never  defigned  the 

*  bringing  any  of  their  Impeachments  to 

*  a  Trial :  And  as  to  the  Lord  Haverjkam, 

*  his  Anfwer  was  before  the  Commons, 

'  and  the  Lords  refolved  to  do  Juftice  in  ' 

'  that  Matter. 

'  The  Commons,  on  the  other  hand  of- 

*  fered,  That  no  Member  fhould  prefumc 
«  to  appear  at  the  pretended  Trial  of  the 
«  Earl  of  Orford^  on  Pain  of  incurring  the 
^  utmoft  Difpleafure  of  the  Houfe. 

'  On  Monday^  the  23d  of  yune^    the 

*  Lords  refolved,  That  the  Refoluiions  of  Their  Re- 

*  the  Commons  of  the  20th  Inftant,  con- ^°^"^^°"- 
<  tained  moil  unjuft  Reflections  on    the 

'  Honour  and  Juftice  of  the  Hcufe  of 
^  Peers  J  and  were  contrived  to  cover  their 
'  afFe(5ted  and  unreafonable  Delays  in  pro- 

*  fecudng  the  impeached  Lords;  and  did 
'  manifestly  tend  to  the  Deftrud;ion  of  the 

*  Judicature  of  tie  Lords ;  to  the  render- 

*  ing  Trials  and  Impeachments  impra6ti- 

*  cable  for  the  future ;   to  the  fubverting 

*  the  Conftiiuticn  of  the  EngUJh  Govern- 
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*ment;  and  therefore,  whatever  ill  Con- 

*  fequeiices  might  arife  from  the  fo  long 
^  deferring  the  Supplies  of  this  Year's  Ser- 

*  vice,    they  were  to  be  attributed  to  the 

*  fatal  Council  of  the  putting  off  the  Meet- 
'  ing  of  a  Parliament  fo  long,  and  to  the 

*  unneceflary   Delays   of   the  Houfe    of 

*  Commons, 

The  Earf      *  The  fame  Day  the  Lords  proceeded  to 

ac^kted  '  ^^^"^^  ^^^  ^^^^  °^  Orford,    as  they  had 
^  ^     '  '  done  the  Lord  Somers  j  and  on  the  24th 

*  of  Juney    the  laft  Day  of  the  Seflion, 

*  they  made  the  following  Order,  'viz. 

Order  of  *'  The  Houfe  of  Commons  not  hav- 
the  Lords, «  jj^g  prefented  their  Charge,  which 
kg  Lord  *' they  brought  up  againft  John  Lord 
Haver-  «  Haverjham,  for  Words  fpoken  by  him, 
•^eLordf"at  a  free  Conference  the  13  th  In- 
Portland  "  ftaut,  thc  faid  Charge  is  hereby  difmif- 
and  Hall'  u  fgd.     The  Earl  of  Portland  being  im- 

fax  *^ 

*'  peached  by  the  Houfe  of  Commons, 
*'  of  high  Crimes  and  Mifdemeanors,  the 
*'  firfl  Day  of  y4pril  laft,  the  Impeach- 
<'  ment  is  hereby  difmiffed,  there  being  no 
*'  Articles  exhibited  againft  him.  The 
*'  Houfe  of  Commons  having  impeached 
**  Charles  Lord  Halifax^  of  high  Crimes 
*'  and  Mifdemeanors,  on  the  15th  Day 
*^  of  April  laft  ;  and  on  the  14th  Day  of 
''  this  Inftant  June  exhibited  Articles  a- 
"  gainft  him,  to  which  he  having  aofwer- 

«ed. 
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*Ved,  and  there  being  no  further  Profecu- 
**  tion  thereupon,  the  faid  Impeachment 
*'  and  Articles  are  hereby  difmiffed.'  At  the 

*  fame  Time  they  difmiffed  an  Impeach- 

*  ment,  that  had  been  preferred  again  ft  the 
^  Duke  of  Leeds,  by  a  former  Parliament/ 

Thefe  were  the  famous  Proceedings  in 
King  William's  laft  Parliament,  of 
which  Mr.  Prior  was  a  Member,  and 
voted  for  the  Impeachments.  Tho'  I  had 
already  been  pretty  extenfive  on  the  Par- 
tition Treaty,  I  could  not  omit  this  Re- 
lation, which  contains  that  Part  of  its 
Confequences  that  moft  peculiarly  relates 
to  our  Subje(5t.  I  fliall  now  entirely  drop 
it,  having  firft  added  my  Author's  Re- 
marks on  thefe  Impeachments. 

'  It  feems  to  have  been  agreed,  both  by  Remarks 

*  the  Lords  and  Commons  in  thisDifpute,  ^"  *5t 

*  that  the  Partition  Treaty  was  of  perni-  1^^^.^  ^ 

*  cious  Confequence,  and  that  the  tranf- 
'  adting  it  in  a  private  Manner,    without 

*  communicating  it  to  the  Council,    was 

*  a  high  Mildemeanor  in  thofe  that  advi- 
'  fed  and  tranfa<fted  it :  But  whether  the 
'  Commons  fufpeded,  that  the  Lords,  who 
'  were  generally  in  thelntereft  of  the  oia 

*  Miniilry,    would  not  pafs  any  Cenfure 

*  on  the  impeached  Lords,    or  for  what 

*  other  Reafon,   is  uncertain,    the  Coni-^ 

*  mons-feem  to  have  been  a  little  dilatorv^ 

-  '  ~  •  .- 

-■     .  'm 
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*  in  their  Proceedings,    and  might  defign 

*  the  Lords  {hould  have  have  lain  under 

*  an  Impeachment,    during  the  Recefs  of 

*  the  Parliament.  There  might  poflibly 
'  be  fomething  of  Party  alfo  in  the  Cafe  : 

*  The  impeached  Lords  were  the  Chiefs  of 

*  the  Whigs,  and  had  long  reigned  at  Court 

*  without  Controul;  and  the  Tories,  who 

*  fucceeded  them,  had  a  View,    perhaps, 

*  of  preventing   their   returning   to  their 

*  Pofts,  as  well  as  of  bringing  them  to 
«  Juftice    for     negotiating   the   Partition 

*  Treaty,  and  for  the  other  Mifdemeanors 

*  mentioned  in  the  Articles.     There  are 

*  few  Profecutions  of  this  Kind,  but  there 

*  is  a  great  deal  of  private  Pique,  Intereft, 
«  and  Refentment,  mixed  with  Views  of 
'  the  public  Good. 

The  King  The  King  of  Great  Britain^  at  the 
in  flbZ/flW.  breaking  up  of  the  Parliament,  fet  out 
aCrifs/  ^^^  Holland,  to  confer  with  the  States  on 
the  prefent  Pofture  of  Affairs.  He  ar-' 
rived  at  the  Ha^ue  on  the  3d  of  July 
170 1,  and  was  joyfully  received.  Soon 
after  the  French  Ambafiador  there  figni-^ 
fied  his  being  re-called;  ih.t  Germans,  un- 
der Prince  Eugene,  penetrated  into  the 
Milanefe  ;  a  War  broke  out  in  the  North 
between  King  Charles  the  Xllth  of  Sweden^ 
and  the  Confederates  againft  him  ;  in  fliort, 
a  Flame  feemed  to  be  kindling  through- 
out ail  Chrifiendom,    The  Death  of  King 

James 
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James  at  St.  GermainSy    in  the  midft  of  ^^"g 
this  Confufion,    effedually  blow'd  it  up,^^^^^ 
and  left  no  PoflibiHty  of  an  Accommo- 
dation. 

'  The  French  King,    forefeeing  a  War  The  Pre- 
'  unavoidable,    unlefs  he  would  relinquifh  claimed!^ 

*  Part  of  the  Spanijh  Dominions,  had 
'  promifed  King  James,  on  his  Death- 
'  bed,  that  he  would  acknowledge  his  Son 
'  (the  Pretender)  King  of  England,    im- 

*  mediately  after  his  Deceafe,    and  was  as 

*  good  as  his  Word,  proclaiming  him  King 
'  o^ England,  Scotland,  ^ndlreland  -,  where- 

'  upon  the  Earl   of  Manchefter,    the  En-  The  Eng- 
*"  diOd  Ambaflador  at  Park,    was  ordered  ¥'r^Y^' 

c  ^  "'  ,  •  ,  ,  .  ,  balTador  at 

to  return  home  without   taking  leave,  Parh  re- 
'  and  Monfieur  Poiijjin^   the  French  Refi-  turns 
'  dent  in  England^  to  depart  the  Kingdom :   °"^^' 
'  Immediately  after  which,    the  City  of 
'  London,    and  moft  of  the  Counties  of 
^England,    tranfmitted   Addrefles   to   his  Loyal  Ad- 
<  Majefty  in  Holland ;  declaring  their  Senfe  di'effes 

*  of  the  Indignity  offered  him,    and  pro-  ['o'fSnd"^ 

*  mifing  to  fupport  his  Government  againft  by  the 

'  the  Pretender,  and  all  hisEnemies :  And,  ^^"S'^^^- 
'  in  the  mean  Time,    his  Majefty   con- 

*  eluded   Alliances   with    feveral   foreign 

*  Princes  againft  France  j   but  that  of  the 

*  greateft  Confequence  was  with  the  Em- 

*  peror  and  Holland,  ufually  ftiled  the 
'  Grand  alliance,  which  was  of  the  fol- 
'  lowing  Tenor,  {viz.) 

Ci_  I. 
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TheArti-      I.    cc    ^}^a^    ti^ere   {hall    be    a   ftria: 
g"w^a**  Alliance  between   the   Emperor,    the 
liance.      "  King  of  England,   and  the  States-Ge*^ 
"  neral. 


II.  "  That,  for  fettling  the  Peace  and 
Tranqaillity  of  Europe,  which  is  their 
chief  Aim,  they  have  thought  nothing 
could  more  conduce  thereunto,  than  to 
procure  Satisfaction  to  the  Empej'Or  for 
his  Pretenfions  upon  Spain,  and  Secu- 
rity to  England  and   Holland  for  their 


«c 


"  Dominions  and  Commerce. 


III.  "  That  they  fliall  employ  their 
good  Offices  for  two  Months  together 
after  the  Ratification,  in  order  to  ob- 
tain that  End  in  an  amicable  Way. 


(C 


IV.  "  That,  if  they  cannot  fucceed 
"  therein,  they  fliall  affifl  each  other  with 
"  all  their  Forces. 

V.  "  That  they  fliall  endeavour  to  con- 
**  quer  the  Spanijh  Netherlands,  that  they 
**  may  ferve  as  a  Barrier  for  the  Iccur- 
**  ing  the  States- General  i  to  conquer  the 
"  Dutchy  of  Milan  as  a  Fief  of  the  Em- 
"  pire ;  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  and  Sicily, 
*'  and  tlie  Iflands  and  Places  on  the  Coafts 
**  of  Tufcany,    which  may  be  advanta- 

"  geous 
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**  geous  to  the  NavigajEion  and  Trade  of 
**  the  Englijh  and  Dutch, 

VI.  "  That,  for  the  greater  Security 
"  of  the  Navigation  of  the  EngUjh  and 
"  Dutch^  it  (hall  be  lawful  for  them  to 
**  attack  and  pofTefs  the  Countries  and 
"  Towns  belonging  to  Spuln  in  the  Indies  \ 
**  and  that  they  (hall  keep  for  themfelves 
"  the  Countries  and  Towns  conquered  by 
**  them. 

VII.  '*  That,  if  they  are  neceffitatcd 
"  to  enter  into  a  War,  they  fhall  fincerely 
"  communicate  unto  each  other  every 
"  Thing  relating  to  their  Interefls. 

Vlir.  «'  That  none  of  the  Parties  £hall 
*'  make  Peace  without  the  Confent  of  the 
"  other,  nor  before  they  have  obtained  a 
"  convenient  Satisfaction  for  the  Emperor, 
"  and  a  Security  for  the  Dominions  and 
"  Trade  of  the  EngUp:/  and  Dutchy  and 
**  procured  that  the  Crowns  of  France  and 
"  Spain  be  never  re-united  under  the  fanpe 
*'  Prince  j  and  in  particular,  that  the 
"  French  be  never  Mafters  of  the  Indies 
**  lubmitced  to  Spain,  or  that  they  be 
"  permitted  to  trade  into  that  Country, 
"  diredlly  or  indirectly ;  nor  before  th^ 
"  have  obtained  for  the  Englifi  and  Dutch 
"  thofe  Rights,  Privileges  and  Franchifes, 
Q^  **  for 
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*'  for  their  Trade  in  Spain  and  the  Me^ 
"  diterranean^  which  they  enjoy'd  under 
"  CharleiW,  by  Virtue  of  Treaties,  Cuf- 
"  torn,  or  any  other  Title  whatfoever. 

IX.  "  They  (hall  agree,  at  the  fame 
'*  Time,  that  the  Peace  fhall  be  treated 
'^  of  on  the  Means  for  fecuring  the  Com-» 
"  merce  of  both  Nations  and  the  Barrier. 

X.  •'  They  fhall  agree  about  the  Dif- 
**  ferences  that  may  relate  to  the  Exercife 
"  of  Religion  in  the  Countries  they  hope 
"  to  conquer. 

XI.  ''  If  the  moft  Chriftian  King  at- 
*'  tacks  any  of  them,  by  reafon  of  this 
"  Treaty,  they  (hall  affift  each  other  with 
"  all  their  Forces.       ^ 

XII.  *'  The  defenfive  Alliance  fhall 
*'  fubfifl  between  the  faid  Parties  after 
*'  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace  for  the 
"  Guarantee  of  the  Treaty. 

XIII.  **  All  Princes  a^id  States,  that 
*'  fhall  be  willing  to  come  into  this  Al- 
"  liance,  fhall  be  admitted  ;  and  th« 
"  States  of  the  Empire  fhall  be  particu- 
"  larly  invited  to  come  into  the  fame,  as 
"  being  concern'd  in  the  Recovery  of  the 
"  imperial  Fiefs. 

XIV. 
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'  XIV.  *'  This  Treaty,  which  was  fign'd 
"  on  the  7th  of  September  laft,  {hall  be 
"  ratified  within  feven  Weeks  after." 


*  King  William  being  detained  in  King ^7/- 
Holland,  partly  by  his  ill  State  of  Health,  ^^^^^^^^^ 
and  partly  in  concerting  Meafures  with  Und. 

the  Stares  to  attack  the  French  Frontiers  , 

the  next  Campaign,    did   not  arrive  in 
Efigland  till  the  5th  of  November;  and, 
on  the  iith  of  the  fame  Month,    he 
ilTued  a  Proclamation  for  diffoiving  the  He  dif- 
Parliament,  and  calling  another  to  meet  pjj".^  ^ 
on  the   30th  of  December  :    The  Rea-  ment,  and 
fon  given  for  which  was,  That  his  Ma-  ^f^'^  ^"°" 

o       _  '  ^  ther. 

jefly  might  have  the  prefent  Senle  or 
the  Nation  in  this  extraordinary  Con- 
juncture j  but,  probably,  the  greateft 
Inducement  might  be  to  prevent  a  Re- 
vival of  the  Differences  between  the 
two  Houfes  of  Parliament,  whereby 
the  Supplies  neceffary  for  the  approach- 
ing War  might  have  been  delay'd. 

*  The  City  of  London,  and  fome  other  Londo-^ 
Places,  thought  fit  to  give  their  Repre-  ||!.^^Jerr 
fentatives  Inftru(flions  for  their  Condud:  initruc- 
in  the  enfuing  Seffion  j  importing,  that  ^^°"^- 
they  {hould  vigoroufiy  atrift  his  Majefty 

in  maintaining  his  Title  to  the  Crown, 

to  make  good  his  Alliances,  and  reduce 

the  Power  of  France  \  recommending, 

Q^  *  above 
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^  above  all  Things,  a  Union  bewecn  th« 
*  two  Houfes.' 

King  Wil-  The  Parliament  eleded  Robert  Harley^ 
fiam^s  laft  gfq.  y^^ho  had  prcfidcd  in  the  lafl  Houfe 
jnent^'  °^  Commons,  to  be  their  Speaker.  I 
fhall  not  infert  his  Majefty's  Speech  at  his 
coming  to  the  Houfe,  which  being  his 
laft,  is  in  abundance  of  Hands.  Both 
Lords  and  Commons,  in  their  Addrefles, 
returned  him  Thanks  for  it  j  exprefled 
their  Refoljjtions  to  maintain  and  fupport 
his  Title,  and  to  enable  him  to  make  good 
all  his  Alliances,  for  thp  Prefervation  of 
the  Liberties  of  Euroi)e^  and  reducing  the 
exorbitant  Power  or  France :  And  the 
Commons,  in  order  to  raife  a  prefent  Sum 
of  Money  for  his  warlike  Preparations, 
refolved.  That  whoever  {hould  advance 
the  Sum  of  600,000  /.  for  the  Service  of 
the  Fleet,  and  50,000/.  for  the  prefent 
Subfiftence  of  the  Land-Forces,  fhould 
be  repaid  with  Intereft,  at  6  per  Centy  out 
of  the  firft  Aids.  In  the  mean  Time,  all 
poffible  Expedition  was  ufed  for  equipping 
out  a  Fleet  ;  and  a  Proclamation  ilTued 
to  encourage  Seamen  to  enter  on  board 
the  Royal  Navy ;  the  Commons  having 
voted.  That  40,000  Men  fhould  be  raifed 
for  the  Sea-Service,  and  the  fame  Number 
for  the  Land-Service,  to  acft  in  C')njijnc^ 
tjon  with  the  Allies. 

But 
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But  his  Majefty's  Death,    which  hap-  HisDcath. 
pened  on  the  i\.\\oi  March  lyo^,  obliges 
us  to  refer  our  Readers  to  the  Hiftory  of 
the  fucceeding  Reign,    for  the  Effeds  of 
this  great  Armament.      There  they  will 
fee  the  Earl  of  Marlborough  advanced  to 
be  Captain-General,    upon   the  Reccm- 
mendation  of  the  late  King  j  a  War  pro- 
claimed and  carried  on  with  a  Scries  of 
Succefs,    that  has  hardly  been  parallell'd  ; 
parliaments,    and  even  Sovereigns,    con- 
ipiring  in  railing  Monuments  to  the  Ho- 
nour of  our  Heroi     and  Poets,    among 
whom  Mr.  Prior  was  not  the  leaft  con- 
fiderable,    facrificing  to  his  Glory  thofe 
immortal    Oblations,     which  the  Mufes 
have  in  Store  for  the  firft  of  Men.     It  is 
only  with  a  View  to  the  Poems  he  wrote 
on  thefe  Occafions,  and  the  Negotiations 
in   which  he  was  afterwards  concerned, 
that  1  fhall  take  notice  of  what  paffed   in 
Ibme  of  the  Campaigns :    War  being  no 
more  the  proper  Subjedl  of  this  Work, 
than  it  was  the  Bufmefs  of  Mr.  Prior's 
Life.     We  find  in  this  Reign,    as  in  the 
former,    that  while  BeUo?7a  raged  in  the 
Field,     he  continually  put  himfelf  under 
the  Protedlion  of  Pallas  and  the  harmo- 
nious Sifter?,    and    was  contented    with 
only  appearing  now  and  then  as  a  Poet : 
But  when   Peace  held   forth  her  Olive- 
Branch,  and  the  jarring  Nations  were  in- 
Q^  4  clined 
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clined  to  receive  her ;  he  was  again  em- 
ployed in  the  moft  important  Affairs,  the 

carrying  of  his  Sovereign  s  Warrants. 
Mr.  Pri-      HisL^^/^r2f(?Afi?»^6'z^rBoileauDefpreaux, 
or's  VoW-  Qccafioned  by  the  ViBory  at  Blenheim  1704, 
in  Queen  ^^"^  hls  Ode  humbly  infcribed  to  the  ^een 
Anne's    on   the  glorious   Succefi  of  her   Majefifi 
^^^g"-      Arms  1706,  written  in  Imitation  ^Spen- 
fer'j  Style^    are  both  of  them  exquifitely 
fine,  though  in  very  different  Taftes.    The 
former  is  a  Compofidon  of  a  very  pecu- 
liar Sort,    comprifing  the  various  Beauties 
of  a  familiar  Epiftle,  a  genteel  Satire,  and 
an  epic  Poem.     In  the  Latter,  as  his  Pre- 
face informs  us,  he  has  copied  the  Warmth 
of  an  Horatian  Ode   in   the   Style   and 
Numbers    of  our  Countryman    Spenfer  j 
having  only  added  one  Verfe  to  his  Stanza, 
which  he  thought  made  the  Number  more 
harmoniouSo     At  the  End  of  this  Preface, 
after  having  drawn  the  Charadters  of  his 

*  two  great  Examples',  he  declares,  (as 
moft  good  Poets  have  done  at  fome  Time 
or  other  of  their  Lives,  and  kept  their 
Words  i'"  the  fame  Manner,)   *  That  it 

*  is  long  ft  nee  he  has  (or  at  leaft  ought  to 
'have)   quitted   Parnajfus,    and    all   the 

*  flowery  Roads  on  that  Side  the  Country; 

*  though  he  thought  himlelf  indifpenfa- 

*  bly  obliged,  upon  the  prefent  OccafioB, 

*  to  take  a  little  Journey  into  thofe  Parts.* 

The 
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The  Victory  at  Blenheim^  which  makes 
the  Subjeca  af  the  firft  of  thefe  Poems, 
is  one  of  the  moft  remarkable  in  Hiftory : 
And  there  cannot  be  a  {horter,  or  bet- 
ter Account  of  it  given,  than  in  the 
Words  of  the  General  who  won  it.  He 
writes  thus  to  Mr.  Secretary  Hurley  on 
the  14th  of  Augufi  1704,  the  Day  after 
the  Battle. 


SIR, 

I  GAVE  you  an  Account  on  Sunday  ^^^if^ 
of  the  Situation  we  were  then  m^  roughs 
'  and  that  weexpe6led  to  hear  the  Enemy  ^^"f^^^ 
'  would  pafs  the  Danube  at  Lawingen,  in  ^i^  \^ 
*■  order  to  attack  Prince  Eugene.    At  Ele-  Blenheim. 
^  ven  that  Night  we  had  an  Exprefs  from 
^  him   that  the  Enemy  was  come  over^ 
'  and  deliring  he  might  be  re-inforced  as 
^  foon  as  poffible.     Whereupon  I  ordered 
?  my  Brother  Churchill  to  advance  at  One 
'  o'clock  in  the  Morning  with  his  twenty 
^  Battalions,     and  by  Three   the   whole 
f  Army  was  in  Motion.   For  the  greater 
'  Expedition,  I  ordered  part  of  the  Troops 
f  to  pafs  over  the  Danube^  and  to  follow 
'  the  March  of   the  twenty  Battalions  ; 
^  and  with  moft  of  the  Horfe  and  Foot 
*•  of  the  iirft  Line,    I  paffed  the  Lech  at 
'  Rain^    and  came  over  the   Danube  at 
*  Donawert\     fo  that  we  all  join'd  the 

'  Prince 
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Prince  that  Night,  intending  to  advance 
and  take  this  Camp  of  Hock  ft  et  •'  In  or- 
der whereto,  we  went  out  on  T^uefdajy 
early  in  the  Morning,  with  forty  Squa- 
drons, to  view  the  Ground ;  but  found 
the  Enemy  had  already  poiTeiled  thcm- 
feives  of  it:  Whereupon  we  refolved 
to  attack  them ;  and  accordingly  wc 
marched  between  Three  and  Four  Yef- 
terday  Morning  from  the  Camp  at  Mun- 
fier,  leaving  all  our  Tents  ftanding.  A- 
bout  Six  we  came  in  View  of  the  Ene- 
my, who,  we  found,  did  not  expccft  {o 
early  a  Vifit :  The  Cannon  began  to  play 
about  half  an  Hour  after  eight.  They 
formed  themielves  into  two  Bodies ;  the 
Eledlor,  with  Monfieur  Marjin^  and  their 
Troops,  on  our  Right ;  and  Monijeur 
de  Tallardy  with  all  his,  on  our  Left; 
which  laft  fell  to  my  Share:  They  had 
two  little  Rivulets,  befides  a  Morafs,  be- 
fore them,  which  we  were  obliged  to 
pafs  over  in  their  View ;  and  Prince 
Ettgefie  was  forced  to  take  a  great  Com- 
pafs  to  come  to  the  Enemy  j  fo  that  it 
was  One  o'Clock  before  the  Battle  began. 
It  lafied  with  great  Vigour  till  Sun-fet, 
when  the  Enemy  was  obliged  to  retire  ; 
and,  by  the  BlelTing  of  God,  we  ob- 
tained a  complete  Victory.  We  have 
cut  off  great  Numbers  of  them,  as  well 
in  the  AdtioOj  as  in  the  Retreat,  befides 

*  upwards 
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upwards  of  thirty  Squadrons  of  the 
French,  which  I  puftied  into  the  Dj- 
raibe,  where  we  faw  the  greateft  part  of 
them  perirh ;  Monfieur  de  Tallard,  with 
leveral  of  his  General  Officers,  being 
taken  Prifoners  at  the  fame  Time:  And, 
in  the  Village  of  Blenheim^  which  the 
Enemy  had  entrenched  and  fortified, 
and  where  they  made  the  greateft  Op- 
fition,  I  oblig'd  twenty-fix  entire  Bat- 
talions, and  twelve  Squadrons  of  Dra- 
goons, to  furrender  themfelves  Prifoners 
at  Dilcretion.  We  took  likewife  all 
their  Tents  ftanding,  with  their  Cannon 
and  Ammurwtion,  as  alfo  a  great  Number 
of  Standards,  Kettle-Drums,  and  Co- 
lours, in  the  Adlion  j  fo  that  I  reckon 
the  greateft  part  of  Monfieur  Tallard^ 
Army  is  taken  or  deftroyed.  The  Bra- 
very of  all  our  Troops  on  this  Occafion 
cannot  be  exprelTed  ;  the  Generals,  as 
well  as  the  Officers  and  Soldiers,  behav- 
ing themfelves  with  the  greateft  Courage 
and  Refolution.  The  Horfe  and  Dra- 
goons were  obliged  to  charge  four  or 
five  feveral  Times.  The  Eledlor,  and 
Monfieur  de  Marjin^  were  fo  advan- 
tageoufly  pofted,  that  Prince  Eugene 
could  make  no  Impreflion  on  them  till 
the  third  Attack  at  near  Seven  at  Night, 
when  he  made  a  great  Slaughter  of  them; 
butj    being  near  ^  Wood-fide,    a  good 

'  Body 
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Body  of  Bavarians  retired  into  it,  and 
the  reft  of  the  Army  retreated  towards 
Lawingen  ;  it  being  too  late,  and  the 
Troops  too  much  tired,  to  purfue  them 
far.  I  cannot  fay  too  much  in  Praife  of 
that  Prince's  good  Conduft,  and  the 
Bravery  of  his  Troops,  upon  this  Occa- 
lion.  You  will  pleafe  to  lay  this  before 
her  Majefty  and  his  Royal  Highnefs,  to 
whom  I  fend  my  Lord  T^unbridge  with 
the  good  News.  I  pray  you  will  like- 
wife  inform  yourfelf,  and  let  me  know 
her  Majefty 's  Pleafure,  as  well  relating 
to  Monfieur  de  'Tallard,  and  the  other 
General  Officers,  as  the  Difpofal  of 
near  twelve  hundred  other  Officers,  and 
between  eight  and  nine  thoufand  com- 
mon Soldiers  ;  who,  being  all  made  Pri- 
foners  by  her  Majefty 's  Troops,  are  en- 
tirely at  her  Difpofal.  But,  as  the  Charge 
of  fubfifting  thefe  Officers  and  Men 
muft  be  very  great,  I  prefume  her  Ma- 
jefty will  be  inclined  that  they  be  ex- 
changed for  any  other  Prifoners  that 
offer. 

*  I  fhould  likewife  be  glad  to  receive 
her  Majefty 's  Diredions  for  the  Dif- 
pofal of  the  Standards  and  Colours, 
whereof  I  have  not  yet  the  Number ; 
but  guefs  there  cannot  be  lefs  than  an 
hundred,  which  is  more  than  has  been 
taken  in  any  Battle  thefe  many  Years. 

<  You 
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You  will  eafily  believe,  that,  in  fo  long 
and  vigorous  an  Action,  the  Englijh, 
who  had  fo  great  a  Share  in  it,  muft 
have  fufFered,  as  well  in  Officers,  as  Men'; 
but  I  have  not  the  Particulars.'  * 

/  am^   Sir, 

Tour  tnoft  obedient. 

Humble  Ser'uanty 

Marlborough. 


The  Confequences  of  this  Vidlory  were  Mr.  Pri- 
the  entire  Redudion  of  all  Bavaria  to  the  ^,^'^  ^|^^ 
Emperor's  Obedience,  the  taking  of  U7/w,  kau. 
Lajidau,  Triers^  Traerbach^    and  the  Re- 
covery of  almoft  all  that  had  been  loft  to 
the  French  during  their  late  Succefles, 

Mr.  BoileaUy  in  his  eighth  Epiftle,  which 
begins. 

Grand  Rot,  cejfe  de  vaincre,    ou  je  ceffe 
d  ecrire. 

Had  informed  his  Sovereign  of  the  great 

*  In  this  Battle  the  Enemy's  Lofs  was  computed  to  be 
between  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand  Men,  killed  or  ta- 
ken :  The  Confederates  alfo  took  upwards  of  i  oo  Pieces 
of  Cannon,  24  Mortars,  129  Colours,  171  Standards, 
1 7  Pair  of  Kettle-Drums,  3600  Tents,  34.  Coaches,  300 
laden  Mules,  24  Barrels,  and  8  Casks  of  Silver.  Of  the 
Confederates  there  were  about  4500  Men  killed,  and 
7500  wounded. 

Diffi- 
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Difficulties  he  lay  under  to  defcribe  his 
numerous  and  wonderful  Conquefts.  Some^ 
times y  fays  he,  in  the  Ardour  of  my  'Zeal, 
I  endeavour  to  meafure  out  the  Syllables  of 
an  Ode;  at  others^  I  boldly  form  the  "Plan 
cf  a  fublime  Mneid.  'Ihus^  continually 
pattered  by  a  f  leafing  Madnefs^  I  perceive 
my  Genius  daily  to  decreafe  j  and  that  my 
Verfes^  without  Spirit  or  Beauty ^  difionour 
my  Pen,  and  do  no  lio?iour  to  'Thee.  He 
then  humbly  informs  his  Majefly,  that 
it  would  be  but  reafonable  to  give  him 
Breath  for  one  Year,  at  leaft,  that  his 
Mufe  might  recover  her  Vigour,  and  atone 
for  the  Opportunities  flie  had  loft. 

With  what  an  agreeable  Sneer  does 
Mr.  Prior  allude  to  this  extravagant, 
though  artful  Stretch  of  Flatteryj  and 
perhaps  to  other  PafTages  of  an  equal 
Strain,  in  the  Beginning  of  his  Epiftle. 

Since  hir'd  for  Life,  thy  fervile  Mufe  muft  fmg 
SuccefTive  Conquefts,  and  a  glorious  King  j 
Muft  of  a  Man  immortal  vainly  boaft. 
And  bring  him  Laurels,  whatfoe'er  they  coft : 
What  Turn  wilt  thou  employ,  what  Colours  lay 
On  the  Event  of  that  fuperioj-  Day, 
In  which  one  English  Subje<^'s profp'rous Hand 
(So  Jove  did  will;  fo  Anna  did  command) 
Broke  the  proud  Column  of  thy  Mafter's  Praife^ 
Which  fixty  Winters  had  confpir'd  to  raife? 

from 
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From  the  loft  Field  a  hundred  Standards  brought 
Muft  be  the  Work  of  Chance,  and  Fortune's  Fault: 
Bavaria's  Stars  muft  beaccus'd,  which  (hone,  ^ 
That  fatal  Day  the  mighty  Work  was  done,        S. 
With  Rays  oblique  upon  the  Ga  l  l  i  c  Sun.  j 

SomeD^MONenvyingFRANCE  mifledtheFight: 
And  Mars  miftook,  tho'  Louis  order'd  right. 

But  the  Verfes  that  follow  are  an  ini- 
mitable Piece  of  Raillery  on  the  French- 
man^ fourth  Epiftle,  in  which  he  com- 
plains that  the  King  did  not  confider  his 
Poet  in  his  Campaigns,  but  unkindly  took 
Places  in  Fa6t,  which  could  not  poflibly 
be  taken  in  Rhyme. 

When  thy  young  Mufe  invok'd  the  tuneful  Nine, 
To  fay  how  Louisdidnotpafs  the  Rhine, 
WhatWork had  we  withW a geninghen,  Ar n- 

HEIM, 

Places  that  could  not  be  reduc'd  to  Rhyme  ? 
And  tho'  the  Poet  made  his  laft  Efforts, 
WuRTs — who  could  mention inHeroic — Wurt.«/ 
But,  tell  me,  haft  thou  Reafon  to  complain 
Of  the  rough  Triumphs  of  the  laft  Campaign? 
The  Danube  refcu'd,  and  the  Empire  fav'd. 
Say,  is  the  Majelly  of  Verfe  retriev'd  ? 
And  would  it  prejudice  thy  fofter  Vein, 
To  ling  the  Princes,  Louis  and  Eugene  ? 
Is  it  too  hard  in  happy  Verfe  to  place 
The  Vans  and  Vanders  cf  the  Rhine  and 
Maes? 

Her 
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Her  Warriors  Anna    fends   from  Tweed  and 

Thames, 
That  France    may  fall    by   more    harmonious 

Names. 
Can'ft  thou  not  Hamilton  or  LuMLYbear? 
Would  Ingoldsby  or  Palmes  offend  thy  Ear? 
And  is  there  not  a  Sound  in  MARLBRo'sName,^ 
Which  Thou  and  all  thy  Brethren  ought  to  claim,  > 
Sacred  to  Verfe,  and  fure  of  endlefs  Fame  I  3 

However,  though  the  Names  of  his 
Heroes  are  tuneful  enough,  Mr.  Prior 
pleaiantly  owns  that  there  are  fome  Par- 
ticulars in  this  Vidiory  which  cannot  be 
rendered  fo  harmonious.  Who  does  not 
perceive  the  Beauty  of  thefe  feemingly  un- 
poliili'd  Lines  ? 

I  grant,  old  Friend,,  old  Foe  (or  fuch  We  are 
Alternate,  as  the  Chance  of  Peace  and  War) 
That  we  poetic  Folks,  who  muft  reftrain 
Our  meafur'd  Sayings  in  an  equal  Chain, 
Have  Troubles  utterly  unknown  to  thofe. 
Who  let  their  Fancy  loofe  in  rambling  Profe^ 

For  Inltance  now,  how  hard  it  is  for  Me 
To  make  my  Matter  and  my  Verfe  agree : 
In  one  great  Day  on  Ho  c  hst  e  t's  fatal  Plain 
French  ajid  Bavarians  twenty  thoufandjlain,  &c. 

In  this  Manner  he  runs  on,  till  he  has 
given  us  what  he  calls  a  Commilfary  s  Liji 
in  Verfe,  to  the  Poetry  of  which  he  brings 
an  Objedion  from  his  Antagonift,  and 
thus  anfwers  it. 

Why 
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Why  Faith,  Desp r  e  a u  x,  there's  Senfe  in  what 
you  fay ; 
I  told  you  where  my  Difficulty  lay : 
So  vaft,    fo  numerous,    were  great  JBtENHEiM^s 

Spoils, 
They  fcorn  the  Bounds  of  Verfe,  and  mock  the 

Mufe's  Toils. 
To  make  the  rough  Recital  aptly  chime, 
Gr  bring  the  Sum  of  Gallia's  Lofs  to  Rhim^,    • 
*Tis  mighty  hard. 

Yet  in  the  midft  of  thefe  Pleafantries, 
he  generoufly  acknowledges  the  Merit 
of  his  Adverfary,  and  wifhes  poetically 
fbr  what  he  really  poffefTed,  a  Genius  equal 
to  the  Praifes  of  his  Queen,  and  her  vic- 
torious General. 

O  Poet,  had  it  been  Apollo's  Will, 
That  I  had  fhar'd  a  Portion  of  thy  Skill; 
Had  this  poor  Breaft  receiv'd  the  heav'nly  Beam, 
Or  could  I  hope  my  Verfe  might  reach  myTheam; 
Yfet,  Boi  L  E  A  u,  yet  the  lab'ringMufe  fhould  ftrive. 
Beneath  theShades  of  Ma  r  l  b  r  o*s Wreaths  to  live : 
Should  call  afpiring  Gods  to  blefs  her  Choice ; 
And  to  their  Fav'rite's  Strain  exalt  her  Voice, 
Arms  and  a  Queen  to  fing;  who,  Great  and  Good, 
From  peaceful  Thames  to  JDanube*s  wond'ring 

Flood 
Sent  for  the  Terror  of  her  high  Commands, 
To  fave  the  Nations  from  invading  Hands, 

R  To 
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To  prop  fair  Liberty's  declining  Caufe, 
And  fix  the  jarring  World  with  equal  La wso 

There  cannot  be  a  better  Inftance  of 
his  Abilities  for  the  Undertaking  he  mo- 
deftly  declines,  than  in  the  noble  Plan  of 
an  Heroic  Poem  which  he  has  annex'd 
to  this  Addrefs.  It  contains  near  an  hun-r 
dred  Verfes,  that  are  equally  elegant  and 
fublime.  After  which  he  concludes  iii  the 
true  Spirit  of  an  EngliJJoman, 

But  we  muft  change  the  Style. Juft  now  I  faid, 

I  ne'er  was  Mailer  of  the  tuneful  Trade  : 
Or  the  fmall  Genius  which  my  Youth  could  boaft. 
In  Profe  and  Bulinefs  lies  extindl  and  loft. 
Blefs'd,  if  I  may  fome  younger  Mufe  excite  ; 
Point  out  the  Game,  and  animate  the  Flight : 
That  (romMarfeiiks  to  CalaJsFRA  n  c  e  may  knoWj*^ 
As  we  have  Conqu'rors,  we  have  Poets  too ;         V 
And  either  Laurel  does  in  Br  i  t  a  i  n  grow :  3 

That,  tho'  amongft  ourfelves,  with  too  much  Heat, 
We  fometimes  wrangle,  when  we  fhould  debate  j 
(A  confequential  111,  which  Freedom  draws; 
A  bad  EfFedl,  but  from  a  noble  Caufe) 
We  can  with  univerfal  Zeal  advance. 
To  curb  the  faithlefs  Arrogance  of  France. 
Nor  ever  fhall  Britannia's  Sons  refufe 
To  anfwer  to  thy  Mafter,  or  thy  Mufe  ; 
Nor  want  juft  Subjed  for  vidorious  Strains, 

While  Marlbro's  Arm  eternal  Laurel  gains; 

And  where  old  Spencer  lung,   a  nev/  Elisa 
reigns. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Prior's  other  political  Poem,  on 
the  Succefs  of  her  Majefty's  Arms  in  the 
Year  1706,  obliges  me  to  give  a  fhorc 
Hillory  of  that  Campaign,  as  I  did  before 
of  the  Vid^ory  of  Blenheim, 

*  The  Duke  of  Marlborough  arrived  at  TheCam- 

*  the  Hague    the  4th  of   April,    O.  S.  PJ^S'lJ" 

*  and,    having  concerted  the  Operations  j_q'5/' 
^  of  the  Campaign  with  the  States,  took 

*  the  Field  about  a  Fortnight  after.     The 

*  French,     who  made  great  Advantages 

*  the  laft  War  by  early  Campaigns,    had 

*  this  Spring  formed  a  Defign  to  furprize 

*  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,    before  the 

*  Danes  and  Frujjiam  had   join'd  him  > 

*  and  thereupon  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 

*  and  Marihal  Villeroy  pafs'd  the  Dyle  the 
/  Beginning  of  May,    and  advanced  di- 

*  re6tly  towards  the  Confederate  Army : 

*  The  Duke  of  Marlborough,    who  was 

*  feldom  furpriz'd  for  want  of  Intelligence 

*  of  the  Enemies  Motions,  being  appriz'd 

*  of  their  Defign,    difpatch'd   an  Exprefs 
'  to  the  Damp  Troops  to  join  him  ;  and 

*  they  arriv'd  within  a   League  of   his 
«  Camp  the  2 2d  of  May,  N.  S. 

*  The  Enemies  Army  confifted  of  fe- 

*  venty-fix  Battalions  and   one  hundred 

*  and  thirty-two  Squadrons,  and  the  Con- 

*  federate  Army  ot  feventy-four  Battalions 

*  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- three  Squa- 

R  2  *  drons : 


of  May. 

OS/ 


244  Tloe  HisrOKY  of 

*  drons :    They  came  to  an  Engagement 

*  the  Day  following ;    of  which  Colonel 

*  Edwards,  Aid-de-Camp  to  the  Duke  of 

*  Marlborough,  brought  the  following  Re-  , 
'  lation  to  her  Majefly. 

The  Bat-  «  On  Saturday  the  nth  Inftant,  O.  S. 
°i  ^""su  *  ^^^  confederate  Army  decamped  from 
day  1 2th  *  Borchloen,  and  march'd  to  Groi  War  em  ; 
the  Dajii/Jj  Troops  came  up  with  our 
Rear,  and  encamped  at  a  fmall  Diftance 
from  us:  Here  we  had  Advice,  that 
the  Enemy,  who,  being  join'd  by  the 
Horfe  of  the  Marefchal  de  Marjina 
Army,  and  depending  on  the  Superi- 
ority of  their  Numbers,  were  lately 
come  out  of  their  Lines,  and  had  made 
a  Motion,  extending  their  Right  towards 
jfudoigfie. 

'  My  Lord  Duke  and  Monfieur  d'j^u- 
'verquerque,  relying  upon  the  Goodnefs 
of  their  Troops,  relblved  to  advance 
towards  the  Enemy ;  and  accordingly, 
on  Sunday  the  12  th,  about  Three  in  the 
Morning,  the  Army  march'd  in  eight 
Columns  towards  Ramillies^    a  Village 

■  where  the  Gheete  takes  its  Source,    that 

■  we  might  avoid  the  Inconvenience  of 
•  paffing  that  River.  Being  advanced 
'  near  the  faid  Village,  we  found  the  Enc- 
;  my  getting  into  the  Camp  of  Mount  St, 

«  Jndrey 


Mr.  PRIORI  Negotiations.         245 

Andre,  and  placing  their  Right  to  the 
Mehaig7i. 

'  This  River  flows  about  half  a  League 
from  Rami  Hies,  the  Ground  between 
them  being  open  and  level :  The  Gheete 
runs  from  Rafnillies  to  Aiitreglife,  thro' 
a  marfliy  Ground  ;  and  beyond  Autre^ 
gltfe  the  River  grows  wide,  and  the 
Ground  is  unpafTable. 

*  The  Enemy  had  ported  a  Brigade  of 
Foot  next  to  the  Mehaign,  and  filled 
the  Space  between  that  and  RamiUies^ 
with  upwards  of  one  hundred  Squadrons, 
among  which  were  the  Troops  of  the 
French  King's  Houftiold.  At  Ramilties 
they  had  above  twenty  Battalions  of 
Foot,  with  about  twelve  Pieces  of  treble 
Cannon:  From  ihtncGioAiitreglileihty 
had  formed  a  Line  of  Foot  along  the 
Gheete,  with  a  Line  of  Horfc  at  fome 
diftance  behind  them. 

*  His  Grace  judging,  by  the  Situation 
of  the  Ground,  that  the  Strefs  of  the 
Adlon  would  be  on  our  Left,  ordered 
that,  befides  the  Number  of  Horfe  be- 
longing to  that  Wing,  the  Danifi  Squa-, 
drons,  being  twenty  in  Number,  fhould 
ahb  be  pofted  there.  It  was  about  Two 
in  the  Afternoon  before  our  Army  could 
be  formed  in  Order  of  Battle;  and  then 
we  began  the  Attack  on  our  Left  with 
four  Battalions,    which  pufhed  the  Bri- 

R  3  '  gade 
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*  gade    of  Foot   above-mentioned   from 

*  their  Pofl:  on  the  Mehaign.     Monfieur 

*  d?  Auverquerque  about  the  fame  Time 
'  charged  with  the  Horfe  of  that  Wing, 

*  The  Succefs  was  doubifnl  about  half  an 
'  Hour  ;  which  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 

*  perceiving,  ordered  the  reft  of  theHorfe 

*  of  the  Right  Wing  (except  the  Englip^ 

*  who  were  feventeen  Squadrons)  to  fup- 

*  port  thofe  on  the  Left. 

'  Here,    while  his  Grace  was  rallying 
'  fome,    and  giving  his  Orders  for  others 

*  to  charge,  he  was  in  very  great  Danger, 

*  being  lingled  out  by  feveral  of  the  Re- 

*  folureft   of  the  Enemy  ;    and,    falling 
'  from  his  Horfe  at  the  fame  Time,  had 

*  either  been  killed  or  taken  Prifoner,  if 

*  fome  of  our  Foot,    that  were  near  at 

*  hand,  had  not  come  very  feafonably  to 

*  his  Grace's  A ffi fiance,    and  obliged  the' 

*  Enemy  to  retire.     After  this,  my  Lord 

*  Duke  had  ftill  a  greater  Efcape ;  a  Can- 
'  non-Ball  having  taken  off  Colonel  5/;?^- 

*  field's  Head  as  he  was  remounting  his 
'  Grace. 

^  The  Village  of  Ramillies  was  attacked 

*  by  a  Detachment  of  twelve  Battalions 

*  of  Foot,    commanded   by  Lieutenant- 

*  General  Scbutz,    which  entered  at  once 
'  with  great  Vigour  and  Refolution :    His 

*  Grace  haften'd  our  Line  of  Foot  thi- 

*  ther,  to  fupport  them  j  which,  though 

*  it 


Mr.  P  R I  O  R'x  Negottatmts.    ■    247 

'  it  was  at  a  great  Diftance,  yet  came  up 
'  foon  enough  to  btat  the  Enemy  quite 

*  out  of  the  Village ;    and   at  the  lame 

*  Time  charged   the  reft   of  their  Foot 

*  that  were  pofted  behind  the  Gheete,  as 
'  is  above-mentioned  j  and  my  Lord  Duke 
'  ordered  the  EngliJJo  Horfe  to  fupport 
'  them. 

'  By   this   Time    the   Enemies   Right 

*  Wing  of  Horfe  being  entirely  defeated, 

*  the  Horfe  of  our  Left  fell  upon  the  Foot 
'  on  their  Right  j    of  whom  they   flew 

*  great  Numbers,  cutting  to  pieces  about 
'  twenty  of  their  Battalions,    whofe  Co- 

*  lours  they  took,  and  likewife  their  Can- 

*  non.    The   reft  of  the  Enemies  Foot 

*  were   entirely  broken ;     The   Horfe  of 

*  their  Left  Wing  feemed  to  make  a  Stand, 

*  to  gain  Time  for  their  Foot  to  retire  ; 

*  but  were  charged  fo  quick,   and  with  fo 

*  much   Bravery   by  the   F.ngUfh  Horfe, 

*  that  they  entirely  abandon'd  their  Foot; 

*  and  our  Dragoons,     puftiing   into   the 
'  Village  of  Autreglife^    made  a   terrible 

*  Slaughter  of  them.    The  French  King's 
'  own  Regiment  of  Foot,    called  the  Re- 

*  giment   du  Roy^    begged  for  Quarter, 

*  and  delivered  up  their  Arms  and  Colours 

*  to  the  Lord  John  Hays's  Dragoons. 

*  We  purfued  the  Enemy  all  Night, 
'  by  the  Way  of  Judoigne,  as  far  as  Meldre-^ 

*  being  five  Leagues  from  the  Place  where 

R  4  [  the 
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'  the  Action    happened,    aqd   two  from 

'  Louvain? 

Confe-  xhis  Vi6lory,  at  the  Opening  of  the 
quences  Campaign,  was  attended  with  more  nu- 
merous happy  Confequences  to  the  AUie?, 
than  any  other  during  the  whole  Wari 
Louvain^  whither  the  Elector  of  Bavaria 
and  Marefchal  Villeroy  retired  after  the 
Battle,  was  abandoned  to  the  Allies  the 
next  Morning.  And  three  Days  after  the 
Magiftrates  of  Bruffeis^  their  next  Place 
of  Retreat,  fent  their  Submiffion  to  his 
Grace.  In  fhort,  the  vidiqrious  Army 
took  Poflefiion  of  Ghent^  Oudenarde^ 
Bruges,  Antwerp,  and  Coutray,  without 
Oppofition:  And  the  States  both  of  Bra- 
bant and  Flanders  acknowledged  the  Arch- 
duke, by  the  Title  of  Charles  III.  King 
of  Spain,  OJlend,  Menin,  Dendermond, 
and  Aeth,  were  all  invefted  and  taken  the 
fame  Summer. 
Mr.  Pri-  It  was  no  "VVonder  that  fuch  an  un- 
or's  Ode  common  Series  of  Conqueft  (hould  ftagger 
Sic^n.°''the  Refolution  Mr.  Prior  had  taken, 
and  oblige  him  to  refume  his  negleded 
Lyre.  And  how  admirably  he  has  tranf- 
fu fed  into  his  Ode  the  impetuous  Heat  of 
Horace,  and  all  the  Graces  of  Spenfers 
Didion,  mud  be  obvious  to  every  judicious 
Reader.  I  believe  we  may  afcribe  it  tia 
this  Piece,  that  we  have  fince  had  fo  many 

Imitations 
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Imitations  of  our  antient  Poets:  For  I 
do  not  remember  that  any  of  our  Mo- 
derns wrote  in  this  Way  before  Mr.  Prior, 
nor  that  he  has  done  it  in  any  Thing  aur- 
terior  to  the  Ode  we  arc  now  upon.  Ob- 
ferve  with  what  Dignity  he  leads  forth 
his  Hero  to  the  Field,  in  the  fifth  and  fixth 
Stanza,  after  having  propofed  the  Subject 
of  his  Poem,  and  addrefled  it  to  her 
Maje%; 


As  the  ftrong  Eagle  in  the  filent  Wood, 
Mindlefs  of  Warlike  Rage,  and  hoftile  Care, 
Plays  round  the  rocky  ClifF,  or  cryftal  Flood; 
jTill  by  Jove's  high  Behefts  call'd  out  to  War, 
And  charg'd  with  Thunder  of  his  angry  King, 
His  Bofom  with  the  vengeful  Meflage  glows : 
Upward  the  noble  Bird  direds  his  Wing ; 
And  tow'ring  round  his  Mailer's  Earth-born  Foes, , 
Swift  he  colleds  his  fatal  Stock  of  Ire  j 
Lifts  his  fierce  Talon  high,  and  d^res  the  forked  Fire. 

Senate  and  calqi  thus  Vidlor  Marl bro'  fate. 
Shaded  with  Laurels,  in  his  Native  Land ; 
■Till  Anna  calls  Him  from  his  foft  Retreat, 
And  gives  her  Second  Thunder  to  his  Hand. 
Then  leaving  fweet  Repofe,  and  gentle  Eafe, 
With  ardent  Speed  he  feeks  the  dillant  Foe : 
Marching  o'er  Hills  and  Vales,  o'er  Rocks  and  Seas, 
He  meditates,  and  ftrikes  the  wond  'rous  Blow. 
Our  Thought  flies  flower  than  our  General's  Fa  me: 
Grafps  he  the  Bolt?  (we  ask)  when  he  has  hurl'd  the 
Flame. 

But 
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But  when  he  comes  to  bring  on  the 
Foe  to  the  Charge  j  to  fhew  os  Marlbo- 
rough  and  Awuerqiierque  at  the  Head  of 
their  Troops,  fuftaining  the  Shock;  to 
difplay  the  Paffions  of  the  Enghjh  Soldiers 
at  their  General's  Fall,  and  the  fierce  Ex- 
ultation of  the  Ele(^or  of  Bavaria  on  the 
fame  Occafion ;  when  he  defcribes  Con- 
quefi  as  a  conftant  Inhabitant  in  Marlho- 
roughs  Camp,  and  fets  before  us  the  Flight 
and  Purfuit ;  in  what  admirable  Colours 
does  he  paint  every  Circumftance! 

And  now  fierce  Gallia  rufhes  on  her  Foes, 
Her  Force  augmented  by  the  Boy  an  Bands: 
So  Vol  G  a's  Stream,  increas'd  by  Mountain  Snows, 
Rolls  with  new  Fury  down  thro'  Russia's  Lands. 
Like  two  great  Rocks  againll  the  raging  Tide 
(If  Virtue'sForce  v/ith  Nature's  we  compare) 
Unmov'd  the  two  united  Chiefs  abide, 
Sultain  the  Impulfe,  and  receive  the  War. 
Round  their  firm  Sides  in  vain  the  Tempefl  beats; 
And  ftill  the  foaming  Wave  with  leiTen'd  Pow'r  re- 
treats. 

The  Rage  difpers'd,  the  glorious  Pair  advance. 
With  mingled  Anger,  and  collected  Might, 
To  turn  the  War,  and  tellaggreflingFRANCjE, 
How  Britain's  Sons,   and  Britain's  Friends 

can  fight. 
On  Conqueft  fix'd,  and  covetous  of  Fame, 
Behold  them  rufhing  thro'  the  Gallic  Holt. 
Thro'  Handing  Corn  fo  runs  the  fudden  Flame, 
Or  eaftern  Winds  along  Si ci  1 1  a's  Coaft. 

They 
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They  deal  their  Terrors  to  the  adverfe  Nation : 
Pale  Death  attends  their  Arms,  and  ghaftlyDefolation. 

But  while  with  fierceft  Ire  Be  l  lon  a  glows. 
And  Europe  rather  hopes  than  fears  her  Fate;  ■ 
While  Britain  preffesher  affliftedFoes; 
WhatHorror  damps  the  Strong,  and  quells  the  Great? 
Whence  look  the  Soldiers  Cheeks  difmay'd  and  pale  ? 
Erft  ever  dreadful,  know  they  now  to  dread? 
The  hoftile  Troops,  I  ween,  almoft  prevail ; 
And  the  Purfuers  only  not  recede. 
Alas !  their  leilen'd  Rage  proclaims  their  Grief ! 
For  anxious,  lol  they  croud  around  their  falling  Chief. 

I  thank  thee.  Fate,  exclaims  the  fierce  Ba  var  j 
Let  Boya's  Trumpet  grateful  lo's  found  : 
I  faw  him  fall,  their  Thunderbolt  of  War :        "■ 

Ever  to  Vengeance  facred  be  the  Ground 

Vain  Wi{h!  fhort  Joy !  the  Hero  mounts  again 

In  greater  Glory,  and  with  fuller  Light. 

The  Ev'ning  Star  fo  falls  into  the  Main, 

To  rife  at  Morn  more  prevalently  bright. 

He  rifes  fafe :  But  near,  too  near  his  Side, 

A  good  Man's  grievous  Lofs,  a  faithful  Servant  dy'd. 

Propitious  Mars!  the  Battle  is  regain'd: 
The  Foe  with  leflen'd  Wrath  difputes  the  Field : 
The  Briton  fights,  by  fav'ring  Gods  fuftaln'd.' 
Freedom  mud  live;  and  lawlefs  Power  mull  yield. 
Vain  now  the  Tales  which  fab'ling  Poets  tell. 
That  wav'ring  Conquest  ftill  defires  to  rove ! 
In  Marlbro's  Camp  the  Goddefs  knows  to  dwell: 

Long  as  the  Hero's  Life  remains  her  Love. 

Again 
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Again  France  flies:  Again  the  Duke  purfues 
And  onRAMiLLiA'sPlainshelJLENHEiM'sFame 
renews. 

His  Pidture  of  the  Bavarian  Prince  in 
another  Place,    and  Expoftulation  with 
him  on  his  prefent  Misfortunes,    is  alto- 
gether fablime.     The  Speech  he  puts  into 
the  Mouth  of  the  Royal  Treaty-Breaker^ 
as  he  calls  the  French  King,   upon  receiv- 
ing the  News  of  his  Army's  Defeat,  wherein 
he  recapitulates  the  Honours  of  the  Britiflj 
Nation,  and  owns  the  Superiority  of  the 
Woman  Chief y  is  alfo  finely  wrought  up. 
And  the  Column  he  ereds  at  the  End  of 
his  Poem,  to  the  Honour  of  his  Miftrefs 
and  her  Commanders,    will  out-lail  the 
ftacelieil  Monument  of  Brafs  or  Marble. 
But  thefe  being  too  long  to  tranfcribe,  I 
muft  refer  the  Reader  to   the  Ode  itfelf, 
and  proceed  with  our  Hiftory. 
Overtures      The  prodigious  Lofles  fuftained  by  the 
of  Peace   pyeuch   in  this  and  the  preceding  Cam^ 
the/r«J>6;p3-ig"s,  obliged  them,  in  the  Winter,    to 
make  Overtures  of  Peace  to  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough^  and  the  States-General.  On 
his  Grace's  Arrival  at  the  Hague  in  De- 
cember ^  a  Letter  from  the  Eledior  of  Ba- 
"oaria  to  him,   and  another  to  the  Field- 
Deputies,    with  their  refpeftive  Anfwers, 
were  communicated  to  the  Minifl:ers,  of 
the  reft  of   the  Allies.       As  thefe  were 

the 
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the  firft  public  Advances  that  were  made 
towards  that  general  Pacification,  in  which 
Mr.  Prior  was  fome  Years  after  con- 
cerned, I  (hall  infert  the  Letter  to  the 
Duke,  with  his  Anfwer.  The  other  Let- 
ter and  Anfwer  are  of  the  fame  Tenour. 

*'  np'HE  moft  Chriftian  King,    Sir,  TheEiec- 
«     X     finding,     that    fome   Overtures  ^°;°^,3^'*- 
**  of  Peace,    which  he  had  caufed  to  be  Letter  to 
"  made  by  private  Ways,  had,  inftead  of  ^-^^^^^^^^ 
**  producing  the  EfFedl  of  making  known  homigh, 
''  his  Difpofitions  for  promoting  a  general  propofmg 
"  Peace,    been  looked  upon,   by  ill-de-  ^f  p^^JJ^ 
"  figning  Perfons,    as  an  Artifice  to  di(- 
*'  unite  the  Allies,  and  make  an  Advan- 
"  tage    of    the   Mifunderflanding    that 
"  might  be  created  among  them,  has  re- 
**  folved  to  fhew  the  Sincerity  of  his  In- 
**  tentions,   by  renouncing  all  fecret  Ne- 
"  gotiations,   and  openly  propofing  Con- 
**  ferences,  in  which  Means  may  be  found 
'*  for  re-eftabliihing   the  Tranquillity  of 
"  Europe. 

*'  The  moft  Chriftian  King  is  pleafed 
'*  to  commifllon  rae  to  inform  you  Of 
"  this,  and  to  defire  you  to  acquaint  the 
**  Queen  of  Rngland  with  it. 

**  I  give  the  like  Notification  on  the 
*'  part  of  the  moft  Chriiiian  King  to  the 
"  States-General,  by  a  Letter  I  have  urit- 
*'  ten  to  theField-Deputics ;  and  he  would 

"  do 
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"  do  the  like  with  regard  to  the  other 
*'  Potentates  that  are  at  War  with  him, 
"  had  they  Minifters  fo  near  at  hand  as 
'*  you  are  to  receive  the  like  Intimation ; 
"  he  having  no  Defign  to  exclude  any  of 
"  the  faid  Potentates  from  the  Ncgotia- 
"  tion,  that  fliall  be  begun  in  the  Con- 
"  ferences  he  propofes. 

"  Farther,  for  the  advancing  a  Good 
**  fo  great  and  neceffary  to  Europe,  which 
*'  has  too  long  fufFered  the  inevitable  Ca- 
"  lamities  of  War ;  he  confents,  that  a 
'*  Place  may  forthwith  be  chofen  between 
*'  the  two  Armies,  and  after  their  Separa- 
"  tion  between  Mons  and  Brufeh ,  in 
*'  which,  with  you.  Sir,  with  whom  the 
**  Interefls  of  England  are  fo  fafily  en- 
"  trujledy  the  Deputies  the  States  fliall 
"  pleafe  to  nominate,  and  the  Perfons 
"  whom  the  King  of  France  fhall  im- 
^'  power,  they  may  open  their  Intentions 
*'  upon  fo  important  an  Affair.  I  am  ex- 
"  tremely  plcafed,  Sir,  to  have  fuch  an 
"  Occafion  to  make  you  this  Overture; 
"  being  perfuaded,  it  will  leave  no  room 
*'  for  making  a  Doubt  of  the  Senti- 
*'  ments  of  his  mofi:  Chrlftian  Majefty; 
"  and,  as  it  may  be  fo  beneficial  to  all 
"  Europe^  you  will  be  glad  to  give  an 
"  Account  of  this  to  the  Queen  of  En- 
*'  gland^  without  Lofs  of  Time,  and  to 
"  whomlbevcr   elle  you  Ihall   think  fir. 

*«  I 
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^  I  {hall  expect  your  Anfwer,  Sir,  to 
**  communicate  it  to  the  moft  Chriftian 
^  King,  and  (hall  be  always  ready,  Sir, 
**  to  do  you  Service. 

Sigrid 

Mausy  O^ohfr  zif  1706. 

M.  Emanuel,  Eledor, 


^Ty&^JDw^^  of  Marlborough's  Anjwer. 

SIR, 
"  T  TAVING  communicated   to  the  TheDoke 
"  XJL  Queen,  myMiftrefs,  what  your  °Jj^^"^*" 
"  Eledoral  Highnefs  did  mc  the  Honour  ASwer. 
*'  to  write  to  me  in  your  Letter  of  the 
"  2ift  of  laft  Month,  of  the  Intentions 
"  of  the  moft  Chriftian  King  to  endea- 
"  vour  to  re-eftabli{h  the  Tranquillity  of 
*'  Europe,    by  Conference  to  be  held  for 
*'  that  Purpofe  between  Deputies  en  both 
*'  Sides;    Her  Majefty  has  commanded 
*'  me  to  anfwer  your  Ele6toral  Highnefs^ 
*'  that  it  is  a  Pleafurc  to  her  to  be  inform- 
*'  ed  of  the  King's  Inclinations  to  agree  to 
"  the  making  of  a  folid  and  lafting  Peace 
*'  with  all  the  Allies.     As  this  is  the  fole 
**  End,    that  obHges  her  Majefty  io  con- 
"  tinue  this  War  till  now;    fo   ihe  will 
"  be  very  glad  to  conclude  it,    in  concert 
"  with  all  her  i^llieSj,  on  Conditions  that 

''  mav 
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"  may  fecure  them  from  all  Apprehenfi- 
*'  ons  of  being  forced  to  take  up  Arms  again, 
"  after  a  fhort  Interval,  as  happened  laft 
-  '  *'  Time.  Her  Majefty  is  alfo  willing 
*«  I  fhould  declare,  that  fhe  is  ready  to 
<'  enter  jointly,  with  all  the  High  Allies, 
'*  into  juft  and  neceflary  Meafures  fot 
*'  fettling  fuch  a  Peace ;  her  Majefty  being 
*'  determined,  not  to  enter  upon  any  Ne- 
«*  gotiation  without  the  Participation  of 
*'  her  faid  Allies ;  but  the  Way  of  Con- 
ferences, that  is  propofed,  without 
more  particular  Declarations  on  the 
Part  of  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty, 
does  not  feem  proper  to  her  for  attain- 
"  ing  a  truely  folid  and  laftingPeace.  Their 
"  Lordftiips  the  States-Generals  are  of 
**  the  fame  Opinion ;  therefore  your  Elec- 
toral Highnefs  will  rightly  judge,  that 
it  is  neceffary  ta  think  of  other  more 
''  folid  Means  to  attain  fo  great  an  End; 
*'  to  which  her  Majefty  will  contribute 
*'  with  all  the  Sincerity,  that  can  be 
"  fliewed;  having  nothing  fo  much  at 
''  Heart,  as  the  Relief  of  her  Subjedis, 
*'  and  the  Tranquillity  of  Europe.  Your 
*'  Eledtoral  Highnefs  will  always  do  me 
*'  the  Juftice  to  be  perfuaded  of  the  Re- 
««  fpe(ft,  with  which  I  have  the  Honour 
«  to  be,  &c, 

Hague,  Nav.  20.   fjod. 

The 
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The  War  at  this  Time  carrying  on, 
was  no  doubt  a  juft  one  on  the  part  of 
the  AUies :  But  it  feems  unaccountable 
that  they  fhould  not  hearken  to  Propo-- 
fals  of  Peace,  when  made  openly  by  the  • 
common  Enemy.  As  it  will  be  very  much 
my  Bufinefs,  in  the  remaining  Part  of  this 
Work,  to  defend  the  Accommodation 
that  was  afterwards  agreed  on,  I  {hall,  as 
I  go  on,  give  my  Readers  the  Reflediions 
that  have  been  made  on  thefe  Letters,  and 
all  the  other  Negotiations  of  Peace  that 
were  not  effedlual.  The  grand  Charge 
againft  the  Queen's  laft  Miniftry,  among 
whom  we  muft  number  Mr.  Prior,  was 
the  making  a  difhonourable  Peace  j  and 
the  Negotiations  of  this  Treaty  were  the 
chief  Stibjedt  of  Inquiry  in  the  Secret 
Committee,  before  whom  we  {hall  fee 
Mr.  Prior  examiued:  But  if  we  (ball 
make  it  appear,  that  far  from  being  im- 
proper at. that  Time,  a  Peace  was  long 
before  highly  neceffary,  and  might  have 
been  made  with  the  greateft  Advantage 
to  the  Allies^  it  will  complete  Mr.  Prior's 
Vindication  of  the  Meafures  then  taken, 
in  his  Anfwer  to  T^he  Report  of  the  fecret 
Committee^  which,  fo  far  as  he  carried  it, 
will  be  inferted  in  its  proper  Place  at  large, 
from  a  Manufcript  correded  by  himfelf. 

I  "will  only  make  one  Remark  before  I 

proceed  5   which  is,    that  if  Mr.  Prior, 

S  Of 


258  The  HISTORY  of 

or  the  Authors  I  quote  in  his  Behalf, 
fhould  not  treat  the  Duke  of  Marlborough's 
Conduct  in  what  follows  with  all  that 
Refpeft,  and  even  Veneration  that  appears 
in  the  foregoing  Poems,  it  ought  to  be 
attributed  to  the  manifefl  Alteration  that 
was  difcovered  in  his  Grace's  Condud:, 
and  his  feeming  Backwardnefs  to  conclude 
the  War,  after  he  had,  to  all  Appearance, 
obtained  the  Ends  for  which  it  was  un- 
dertaken. Mr.  Prior's  Attachment  to 
any  particular  Man,  could  not  make  him 
forego  his  real  Principles ;  which  led  him 
to  purfue  the  Peace  and  Happinefs,  rather 
than  the  Honour  and  Reputation  of  hi& 
Country. 

Remarks       *  ^^  appears  from  the  foregoing  Letters*, 

on  the     «  that  there  had  been  a  fecret  Negotiation 

lTS"^  '  carried  on  between  the  French^  the  De- 

'  puties,  and  his  Grace,    and  Terms  had 

*  been  offered ;   but  it  was  not  thought 

*  convenient  to  accept  of   them,    or  to 

*  publifh  any  thing  more  relating  to  the 

*  Treaty,    than   thefe  Letters :    But,    as 

*  this  Overture  for  a  Treaty  is  faid  to  have 
'  been  intended  only  to  amufe  and  divide 
'  the  Allies,  furely  we  might  have  entered 

*  into  a  Treaty,    whether  we  had  liked 

*  their  Terms,    or  not,    if  it   had  been 

*  Modern  Hiftor)',  Vol.  XXV.  /.  342.     '      , 

*  only 
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*  only  to  amufe  the  Enemy,  and  prevent 
'  the  Lofs  of  that  Part  of  Spain  that  had 

*  declared  for  King  Charles,  till  we 
^  could  have  fent  a  Body  of  Troops  to 
'  their  Protection :  For  our  Minifters  were 
'  not  ignorant  at  that  Time,    That  the 

*  French  and  Spaniards  v^ere  fuperior  to 

*  the  Allies  in  that  Kingdom  :  That  the 
'  Confederate    Army  had    already  been 

*  forced    to    abandon     the    Towns    in 

*  Cajiile    that    had    declared    for   King 

*  Charles,  and  leave  the  miferable  Na- 

*  tives  to  the  Mercy  of  the  Enemy :  That 
^  the  remaining  Provinces   of  Arragon^ 

*  Catalonia^  and  Valencia^  which  the  Al- 

*  lies  yet  poffefTed,    would  alfo  probably 

*  be  compelled  to  fubmit  to  King  Phi^ 

*  LIP  again  the  next  Campaign,  by  the 

*  Superiority  of  Troops  that  Prince  had 

*  already,    as  well  as  by  the  great  Re-in- 

*  forcemeats  the  'French  King  was  fend- 

*  ing  to  Spain,  now  the  War  in  Italy  was 

*  at  an   End  ;    for  we  took   very  little 

*  Care,  to  re-inforce  our  Army  either  from 

*  England  or  Italy ^  from  whence  twenty 

*  or  thirty  thoufandMen  might  have  been 

*  fent  thisWinter,  and  have  eftablifliedKing 
^  Charles  on  that  Throne,  and  there- 
'  by  have  put  an  End  to  the  War  at  once, 
'  if  this  had  been  our  Defign.  The  Lord 
'  Peterborough  was  fo  fenfible  of  this  Neg- 

*  led:,  and  of  the  great   Preparations  the 

S  z  ^  Fre?Kb 
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'  French  King   was  making  to   fix  his 

*  Grandfon  on  the  Throne  of  Spain^  that 

*  he   wrote  the  moft  moving  Letters  to 

*  the  Court  of  England^  not  to  abandon 

*  that  People  and  their  own  Troops  to  in- 
*■  evicable  Deftrudtion  j  and  adually  made 

*  a  Voyage  to  Italy,  where  the  Confede- 
'  rates  had  at  this  Time  upwards  of  fixty 
«  thoufand  Men  (  and  no  Enemy  that 
'  durft  appear  in  the  Field)  in  order  to 
*■  procure   a  Re-inforcement    of  Troops, 

*  and  at  the  fame  time  begged  of  the  Con- 

*  federate  Generals  in  Spai?2,  to  remain 
'  upon  the   Defenfive,    till    a  Body   of 

*  Troops  could   be  fent  over;  forefeeing 

*  they  could  not  refift  the  United  Forces 

*  of  Fra?ice  2ind  Spai?7,  if  a    Battle   hap- 

*  pened,  before   they  received  frefli  Sup- 

*  plies.    But  the  Allies  neither  took  care 

*  to  fend  Forces  in  time,  to  defend  the 

*  Spaniards  that  had  declared  for  them ;   .^ 
'  nor  would  enter  into  a  Treaty  of" Peace,  | 

*  whereby  they  might  have  preferved  the 
'  Provinces  they  pofTeffed  in  Spain,  till  a 

*  Re-inforcement  had  been  got  ready :  To 

*  which  flupid  or  treacherous  Conduct  we 

*  may  juftly  aicribe  the  Lofs  of  that  King- 

*  dom  J  for  when  this  People  had  been  fo 
'  exceeding  forward  to  declare  for  us,  and 

*  found  themfclves  deferted    and    aban- 

*  doned   to   the  Rasie  of   their   incenfcd 

*  Prince,  they  could   never  be   prevailed 

*  on 
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on  to  rely  on  the  Honour  of  the  Allies 
a  fecond  time. 

*  But  farther,  it  is  evident  from  fome 
Letters  and  Papers  that  the  Allies  pub- 
lifhed  themfelves  this  Winter,  that  they 
might  then  have  had  a  Peace  that  would 
have  anfwered  all  the  Ends  of  the  Grand 
Alliance,  and  even  have  obtained  a  great 
deal  more  than  the  Confederates  propo- 
fed  to  themfelves  at  the  Beginning  of 
the  War,  if  that  would  have  contented 
them. 

*  In  a    Letter,  faid    to   be  written  by  The 
Monfieur  Chamillard,  Secretary  to  the  ^^^'y^M 
French  King,  to  the  Duke  of  Berwick^  all  that 
Captain-General  of  the  French  Forces  ^^^  ^^' 
in  Caftik^  and  faid  to  be  intercepted  by  bytheAl- 
the  Allies,  are  thefe  Expreffions :  "  The  lies  at  the 
ill   Succefs  of  our    Armies   in  Fla?iders  ^^^g''^^^ 
and  Italy,  hath  obliged  his  Majefty  to  War. 
make   Overtures  of  Peace,  not  very  a- 
greeable  to  the  Honour  and  Intereft  of 
France.     The  fupporting  Spain  may  be 

the  Ruin  oi  France-,  to  prevent  which, 
the  King  hath  refolved  to  hearken  to  the 
hard  and  unfufferable  Terms  of  Peace. 
Whilft  his  Majefty's  Minifters  are  m 
Treaty,  it  will  be  neceflary  to  quit 
Spain ;  and  that  your  Excellency  ufe  all 
Artifices  to  ruin  the  Country,  that  it  be 
not  in  a  Condition  for  many  Years  to 
think  of  any  Thing  more,  than  to  repair 
S  -^  '  its 
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'  its  own  Lofies,  and  be  incapable  of  d'e- 
^  fending  itfelf  alone. 

'  The  fecond  Letter,  publifhed  by  the 

*  Allies,  was  that  from  the  French  King 
'  to  the  Pope ;  wherein  that  Monarch 
'  tells  his  Holinefs,  That  the  King  of 
^  Spain^  his  Grandfon,  had  entrufted  him 

*  with  Powers  to  transfer  to  the  Archduke 

*  (King  Chahles  III.)  Part  of  the  Domi- 

*  nions  which  compofe  the  Spafiijh  Mo- 
.  '  narch}^ :  That  the  Catholick  King  had 

*  the  Plearts  of  the  true  Spa7i'tards^  and 
'  contended  himfelf  to  reign  over  them  : 

*  He  was  willing  to  relinquifh  the  Mila- 
.    '  nefe^  Naples,  Sicily,   with  the    other  I- 

*  flands  in   the  Mediterranean  belonging 

*  to  Spain,    to  the  Archduke  ;    and  that 

*  they  rhould  be    for  ever  united  to  the 

*  Houiit  taf  j^/jjlria :  That  he  was  ready 

*  alfo  to  give  the  United  Provinces  a  Bar- 
'  rier :  And  thus  the  two  Pretences  of  the 

*  War  being  removed,  an  End  might  be 

*  put  to  the   Misfortunes  Europe  had  fo 
*•  long  groaned  under, 

A  Refolu-  '  But,  as  the  Battle  of  Blenheim  had 
continue  '  giv^n  the  Allies  Hopes  of  making  an 
the  War  '  entire  Conqueft  of  the  SpaJiiJlo  Domini- 
^'^d'v'^'-^^'  ons;  fo  the  Vid:ories  oiRamillies  and 
v/erefub-  *  'Zlvrz'w  had  infpired  them  with  a  Refolu- 
ducd.        <  tion  of  continuing  the  War  till  France 

*  was  conquered,   as  will  be  abundantly 
^  evident  from  the  Operations  of  the  fuc- 

*  ceeding 
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*  cceding  Campaign :  And  thus,  by  grafp- 

*  ing  at   too  much,  the  Allies  loft  what 

*  they  had  already  gained. 

The  fucceeding  Campaign,  here  refer- ^^^J^P^'^'" 
red  to,  was  indeed  very  unlike  that  we 
have  laft  defcribed.  The  Batde  of  Al- 
manza  was  loft  in  Spain^  to  the  Ruin  of 
King  Charles's  Affairs  in  that  Kingdom. 
The  Emperor  was  unfuccefsful  upon  the 
Rhine,  and  it  was  even  with  Difficulty 
that  he  defended  his  Hereditary  Domini- 
ons, without  fending  any  Forces  into 
Flanders.  In  this  latter  Place  the  Dukes 
of  Marlborough  and  Vendojme,  each  of 
them  at  the  Head  of  an  hundred  thoufand 
Men,  fpent  their  Time  in  looking  up- 
on one  another,  without  attempting  to 
come  to  an  Engagement.  A  n  Enterprize 
was  concerted  againft  T^oulon^  the  beft  Har- 
bour in  France,  and  where  moft  of  the 
Royal  Navy  is  laid  up :  But  tho'  the  Duke 
of  Sa'uo^  and  Prince  Eugene  conduced  it 
by  Land,  and  had  the  Affiftance  of  Sir 
C/ow^(/7^^  »S^ow/ with  his  Fleef,  the  whole 
came  to  nothing. 

From  a  Letter  of  the  Earl  of  Peterbo^ 
rough'^  to  the  Portuguefe  AmbafTador  in 
King  Charles's  Court,  writtea  before  the 
fatal  Battle  of  Almanza,  and  a  Memorial 
prefented  after  it  to  her  Britannic  Majefly 
S  4  by 
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by  the  Imperial  and  Spanijh  Minifters,  * 
,  it  appears,  That  his  Catholic  Majefty, 
en  the  and  the  Germans  about  him,  as  well  aS 
Campaign  the  Earl  of  Peterborough^  were  againft 
°  l^'^l'  fighting,  till  frelli  Succours  fhould  arrive. 
It  is  alio  certain,  that  there  was  no  Ne- 
ceffity  of  fighting  5  for  they  had  Forces 
enough  to  defend  the  Frontiers  of  Va- 
lencia  and  Arragon^  and  might  have  been 
fupported  and  fupplied  with  Provifions  by 
the  Englijh  Fleer,  then  in  the  Mediterra^ 
7iean  ;  but  the  chief  Command,  as  well  as 
the  Pcft  of  Honour,  being  yielded  by  the 
Earl  o{  Golwayio  the  Portiiguefe  ;  and  the 
Earl  concurring  with  the  Marquis  das 
Mi?2as  in  all  his  Projecfts,  negledted  en- 
tirely the  Advice  both  of  the  King  and 
the  Earl  of  Peterborough  ;  who,  not  think- 
ing it  for  the  Honour  of  the  German  or 
BritiJJj  Nations,  to  fubmit  to  the  Dic- 
tates of  the  Portiiguefe  General,  unhap- 
pily left  the  Army  in 7^^/(?w/^,  before  the 
Battle  of  Almanza:  And  it  is  very  rea- 
fonable  to  believe,  that  King  Charles 
had  much  the  fame  Inducement  not  to  join 
the  Army  near  Madrid  the  Year  before. 
He  knew  the  Portugueje  w'ould  not  yield 
the  Command  to  him,  even  in  Spain; 
XA'hich  muif  have  rendered  him  contemp- 
tible in  the  Eyes  of  the  Spaniard^^  and 

*  Modern  iiiftoj-y  Vcl.  XXV'.  /.  aoG. 
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naturally    have  been  of  very  ill   Confe- 
quence  to  his  Affairs. 

Nor  can  the  Condu(fl:   of  our  Generals 
in  other  Places  be  defended  in  every  In- 
flance.     What  can  be  faid  for  our  lying 
idle   Spe(3:ators  in  Flanders,    when    our 
Friends  in  Spain  w^ere  reduced  to  the  laft 
Extremity,  and   the  Duke  of  Saijoy  and 
Prince  Eugene  marched  into  South  France^ 
to  beiiege  Toulon,     Surely,    if  ever  it  was 
neceffary  to  give  the  Enemy  feme  Diver- 
sion  in  Flanders^  this  was  the  Time,  in 
order  to  prevent  their  fending  Re-inforce- 
ments  to  Spahi  or  Provence.     Can  we  im- 
agine, that  the    Duke  oi Marlborough,  at 
the  Head  of  the  fineft  Army  that  ever  the 
World  faw  (one  hundred  thoufand  Vete- 
ran Troops)  who  had  beaten  the  Enemy 
the  Year    before,    deftroyed    and  taken 
twenty  Thoufand  of  their  beft    Troops, 
and  taken  Towns  before  their  Faces  with- 
out Number,  either  wanted   Courage  or 
Stratagems  this  Campaign,  to  alarm  and 
diftrefs  his  baffled  Enemy,  who  fled  be- 
fore him  the  laft,  and  were  not  yet  reco- 
vered from  their  Panic  ?     No,  this  can- 
not be  fuppofed  -,  and  I  wi{h  his  Friends 
would  furni(h  us  with  a  better  Reafon  for 
this  indolent  Condud,  than   that  he  did 
not  heartily  defire  to  fee  a  fpeedy  End  put 
totheV/ar.     The  Prefumptions  are  flrong 
j»gainfi  him.    Had  he  aded  with  the  fame 

Vieour 
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Vigour  he   had  done  hitherto,    and  the 
Duke  of  Savoy  entered  Provence  at  the 
fame  time  with  fixty  thoufand  Men,  in- 
ftead  of  forty  (as  he  might  have  done,  if  that 
Detachment  had  not  been  made  toNaples) 
the   French   King  would  probably  have 
been  brought  upon  his  Knees,  and  readily 
have  yielded  up  Spain  and  the  W eft-Indies y 
as  well  as  the  reft  of  the  Spaniflo  Territo- 
lies,  notwithftanding  his  Vidory  at  AI- 
nianza.     The  German  General's  fending 
fifteen  thoufand  Men  therefore  to  Naples, 
-and    the    Duke's    Inadion    in  Flanders^, 
could,  according   to  fome,  proceed  from 
nothing   elfe,  but  an  Apprehenfion  that 
the  War  would  have  been  brought  to  too 
fpeedy  a  Conclufion.    Thefe  great  Men, 
it  muftbe  acknowledged,  made  a  much 
greater  Figure  in  War,  than  they  could 
exped  to  make  in  Time  of  Peacej  courted 
univerfally  at  home  and  abroad,  and  gol- 
den Showers  perpetually  defcending  upon 
them :  Temptations  too  great  for  mortal 
Men  to  refift. 

We  were  blefs'd  with  Succefs,  'tis  true, 
during  this  Adminiftration  ;  but  furely 
never  was  fuch  an  ill  Ufe  made  of  Vido-» 
ries.  Could  it  be  fuppofed,  when  we  had 
been  every  where  vidorious,  when  fo  con- 
liderable  a  Kingdom  as  Spain  had  juft  de- 
clared for  King  Charles  our  good  Ally, 
it  fhould  have  been  abandoned  by  us  to 

the 
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the  Rage  of  King  Philip?  Were  not  the 
Allies  bound,  in  Honour  as  well  as  Inte- 
reft,  to  have  lecured  and  protected  Spain^ 
before  they  had  ventured  upon  that  doubt- 
ful Enterprize  againft  'Toulon'?  They 
would  afterwards  have  been  in  a  better 
Condition  to  have  invaded  France ;  and 
ISJaples,  every  body  agrees,  would  have 
fallen  of  itfelf.  To  fuSer  the  Kingdctn^f 
Spain  therefore  to  be  wrefted  out  of  our 
Hands,  when  the  People  had  declared  for 
us,  and  we  had  fo  vaft  a  Superiority  of 
Troops  in  Italy,  and  a  much  better  Ar- 
my in  Flanders  than  the  French  had  there, 
will  fcarce  admitof  an  Apology. 

It  could  hardly  be  expedred  that  the 
French^  after  this  Turn  in  their  Favour, 
fhould  apply  the  next  Winter  for  an  Ac- 
commodation. And  indeed  if  they  had 
done  it,  there  is  little  room  to  think  their 
Propofals  would  have  been  liftened  to: 
For  fo  did  the  Councils  of  the  Miniftry 
prevail  in  general,  that  nothing  but  an  en- 
tire Redudion  of  the  whole  Spanijh  Mo- 
narchy was  held  fufficient  on  our  Parts, 
tho'  much  of  it  had  been  loft  back  in  the 
preceding  Campaign.  That  this  was  the 
Senfe  of  both  Houfes  of  Parliament,  we 
learn  from  their  Addrefs  of  the  23d  of 
December -y  and  her  Majefty's  Anfwer,  an- 
nexed thereto,  fhews  how  the  Minifty 
waa  inclined. 

"  We 
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The  Ad-  «  TXTE,   yourMajefty's  mod:  dutiful 

Shou-  "    VV    and  loyal  Subjefts,    the  Lords 

fes,  that    *'  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  Commons 

^°^hTf ''  in  Parliament  afiembled,  having  been  al- 

wth(jut    ^'  waysfuUyperfuaded,  that  nothing  could 

recovering"  reftore  a  juft  Balance  of  Power  in E^/ro/'^, 

Span^ifh^  *'  ^^^  ^^^^  r^^^z^awg-  //^f  i£;/?)o/^  Spanifh  M?- 

Monarchy.  ''  narchy  to  the  Obedience  of  the  Houfe  of 

''  Auftria,  and   having  feen  feveral  great 

"  Parts  of  that  Monarchy,  by  the  Blef- 

*'  fing  of  God  upon  the  vid:orious  Arms 

*'  of  your  Majefly,  and  your  Allies,  al- 

^'  ready  in  the  Pofeffion  of  that  Houfe  ; 

^'  do   think  it,  not   only  feafonable,  but 

**"  necellary,  at  this  Juncture,  humbly  to 

*'  offer  this    our  unanimous    Opinion  to 

your  Majefty,    That  no  Peace  can  be 

honourable  or  fafe  for  your  Majefty^   or 

your  Allies^  if  Spain,  the  Weft-Indies, 

or  any  Part  of  the  Spanifh  Monarchy^ 

befuff'ered  to  remain  under  the  Power  of 

*'  the  Houfe  of  Bomhon. 

Thev  ^'  When  we  confider,  what  Efforts  this 

compiam  <t  j^ipordom  has  continued  to  make  from 

iiciences    **  tnc  Beginning  of  the  War,   we  cannot 

of  the  Al-  tc  bijt:  think  a  much  greater  Impreffion 

<'  might  have  been  made  upon  the  Ene- 

"  my  before  this  time,  if  fame  of  our  AU 

*'  hes^  uoho  feem  principally  concerned^  and 

*'•  have  reaped  the  moift  immediate  Advan- 

^'  tage^  had  fcconded your  Majefiy  ijDith  like 

''  Vigour, 
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*'  Vigour^  whereby  France  might  have 
"  been  equally  prefs'd  on  all  Sides. 

"  We  are  obliged  to  return  our  humble 
"  Thanks  to  your  Majefty,  for  the  Care 
"  you  have  taken,  and  the  Inftances  you 
"  have  ufed  with  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
''  for  fending  a  confiderable  Force  to  the 
"  Relief  of  Spain,  under  the  Command 
"  of  VnncQ,  Eugene ;  as  being  certainly 
"  the  moft  likely  Method  to  reftcre  the 
"  Affairs  of  the  Confederacy  in  that 
"  Country. 

"  But  ihQ  frequent  Difappoinfmenis  ive 
*^  have  obferved  on  the  part  of  the  Rmpe- 
'^  ror  and  Empire,  to  the  great  Prejudice 
"  of  the  common  Caufe,  make  us  think  it 
"  our  Duty,  in  order  that  the  War  may 
''  be  brought  to  a  fpeedy  and  happy  Con- 
'*  clufion,  to  befeech  your  Majefty  to 
'^  make  the  moft  preffing  Inftances  to  the 
''  Emperor,  that  he  v/ould,  with  all  Ex- 
''  pedition,  fend  powerful  Succours  to 
*'  his  Brother  the  King  of  Spain,  under 
*'  the  Condud:  of  that  great  and  fuccefs- 
*'  ful  General ;  that  he  would  timely  and 
"  effedually  make  good  what  has  been 
*'  concerted  for  his  putting  twenty  thou- 
*'  fand  Men  under  the  Command  of  the 
"  Duke  of  Savoy^  and  would  alfo  maks 
«<  Ufe  of  his  utmoft  Power  and  Intereft 
"  for  ftrengthening  the  Army  upon  the 
"  Rbine^  v/hich  is  now  happily  put  under 

"  the 
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"  the  Command  of  that  wife  and  valiant 
'^  Prince  the  Eled:or  of  Hanover. 

"  We  believe,  no  part  of  this  can  be 
'*  refufed,  upon  your  Majefty's  earneft 
*-  Interpofition,  v^'ho  have  done  fuch 
*'  great  Things  for  the  Houfe  of  Aufiria  j 
»  *'  and  this  being  complied  with,  we 
"  may  reafonably  hope,  by  God's  Affif- 
^*  tance,  the  next  will,  prove  a  happy  and 
"  glorious  Campaign.'' 

Her  Majejlfs  moji  gracious  Anfwer. 

Mj  Lords  and  Gentlemen, 

The  "  X  AM  fully  of  your  Opinion,  that 
Queen's  «  ^  ^q  Peace  Can  be  honourable  or  fafe 
''  for  us,  or  for  our  Allies,  till  the  entire 
*'  Monarchy  of  Spain  be  reftored  to  the 
"  Houfe  of  Aaflria;  and  am  very  well 
"  pleafed  to  find,  that  the  Meafures  I 
**  have  concerted  for  the  Succour  of  the 
"^  King  of  Spain,  are  fo  well  approved 
*'  by  both  Houfes  of  Parliament. 

"  I  fhall  continue  my  moft  preffing  In- 
''  fiances  with  the  Emperor,  for  the 
"  haftening  of  farther  Succours,  and  that 
"  they  may  be  commanded  by  Prince 
"  Eugene-,  as  alfo,  upon  all  the  other 
"  Particulars  mentioned  in  your  Addrefs." 

Nor 


Anfwer. 
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Nor  did  the  Commons  ad:  lefs  vigo-  Campaign 
rouflyin  granting  Supplies,  than  they  had°    ^"^^  * 
expreffed  themfelves  in  their  Addrefs.  The 
Confequences    of  which  were,    that  an 
Enterprize  of  the  Pretender  and  France 
againft  Scotland  was  eafily  repell'd,    and 
the  Allies  got  early  into  the  Field  the  en- 
fuing  Summer.      Prince  Eugeiie  and  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  met  at  the  Hague 
in    the  Beginning   of  Aprii,    and    con- 
joindy    waited   on   the   Eledor   of  Ha.. 
nover,    who  commanded   on  the    Rhi?je. 
At  this  Congrefs  it  was  agreed,    that  the  Rerdved 
Imperialifts  (hould  remain  upon  the  De-  Jhe^'great- 
fenfive    in   Germany,    and  detach    what  eft  Efforts 
Forces  they  could  fpare  under  the  Com-  ^n^'^^"^'^^-''- 
mand  of  Prince  Eugene,    to  ad:  in  Con- 
jundion  with  thofe  of  the  Duke  of  MarU 
borough  in  Fla'iders,  where  the  Allies  pro- 
pofed  to  make  their  greateft  Efforts  this 
Campaign.      Accordingly    the   Duke    of 
Marlborough   took   the  Field    about    the 
Middle   of   May\     and,     having  ported 
himfelf  on  the  Enemy's  Frontiers,    drew 
mofl  of  the  Garrifons  out  of  the  Tov/ns 
in   Flanders,    imagining  they  were  fuffi- 
ciently  covered  from  the  Attacks  of  the 
Enemy  by  his  Army  :  But  the  Flemmrngs, 
who  were  generally  better  affeded  to  the 
French  than  the  Dutch^  as  well  upon  the 
account  of  Religion,    as  other  Conlidera- 
tions;    and  retaining  a  very  great  Affec- 
tion 
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tlon  for  the  Eledlor  of  Bavaria ^  who  had 
lately  governed  them  with  great  Huma- 
nity and  Tehdernefs,  readily  liftened  to 
his  Invitation  to  fubmit  to  King  Philip, 
and  promifed  to  open  their  Gates,  if  a 
Detachment  of  the  French  Troops  fliould 
appear  before  them  in" the  Abfence  of  the 
Confederate  Army.  The  principal  Towns' 
that  had  entered  into  this  Confpiracy, 
Ghent  and  Were,  Afitwerp^  Ghcnty  and  Bruges  ;  but 
Bruges  de-  j-Vjg  Treachcrv  of  Antwerp  was  difcovercd, 

hvered  up  i         t  t  -o     i  r 

to  the       and    prevented :     iiowever,    a    Body    ox 
French  by  Fretich  Troops  having  found  Means  to 
biwrnl'^'P^^^   the  Duke   of  Marlborough^  Army 
undifcovered ;    and,  coming  before  Ghent 
and  Bruges  in  the  Night-time,    were  let 
in  by  the  Burghers,    and  poffefTed  them- 
felves  of  thofe  two  great  Cities  j  and  from 
thence  the  French  Army   marched    into 
Dutch  FlanderSy    and  laid  that  Country 
TheDuke  under  Contribution.    About  which  Time, 
IbeWs^^^  Dukes  of  Burgundy  and  Berry  taking 
Qudenanie  the  Field,  and  joining  the  Duke  of  Ven~ 
dofme,  they  had  fo  great  a  Superiority  of 
Troops   before   the    Germans   joined   the 
Duke   of  Marlborough i    that   they   ven- 
tured to  lay  Siege  to  Oudenarde^    which 
was  inverted  the  9  th  of  ^uly.     Where- 
upon the  Duke  of  Marlborough^  who  was 
joined    about  the  fame  Time   by  Prince 
Eugene,  and  Part  of  the  Gerffians^    made 
a  very  long  fsvifr  March  to  the  Relief  of 

that 
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that  Place.  On  the  Approach  of  the  R^fes  from 
Allies,  the  French  thought  fit  to  raife  the^^^jje^p. 
Siege,  and  prepare  for  an  Engagement  j  proach  of 
and  the  Confederate  Generals  not  declin-  ^^^  ^"  "^' 
ihg  it,  a  Battle  enfued,  of  which  the 
JDutch  Deputies  in  the  Army  gave  the 
following  Relation  to  the  States-GeneraL 

High  attd  Mighty  Lords ^ 

**  ^'^UR  Army,  having  marched  on. 

**  V^  ^^^day  Night  from  Afche^  took 

"  the  Road  of  LeJ/ines^    in  order  to  pafs 

**  the  Dejider  at  that  Place ;    which  was 

**  done    without   Oppofition    from    the 

"  Enemy,  whom  we  had  prevented  by  a 

"  fudden  March  j  and,  arriving  there  on 

'^'  T:uejday  Evening,    we  underftood  than 

*'  the  Enemy  were  marched  from  Alofi 

*^  towards   Gavre,     where    they   caufed 

**  Bridges  tO  be  made,  in  order  to  pafs  the 

**  Scheld'3    which  made  us   believe  they 

"  defigned  to  pofl  themfelves  upon  the 

*'  Height  of  Oudenardey    and  hinder  lis 

"  from  paffing  the  Scbeld-,    and^   though 

"  our  Army  was  very  much  fatigued  by 

"  the  foregoing  March,    yet  we  refolved 

**  to  proceed  on  our  March  Yefterday  ; 

*'  and,  ifpoffible,  to  prevent  the  Enemy : 

"  We  detach'd  therefore  fixreen  Battalions 

*'  in  the  Night  to  take  Poft  on  the  other 

**  Side  the  Scheld  near  OudenarJe,  and  to 

T  "  lay 
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**  lay  the  Bridges  neceflary  for  our  Paf-^ 

"  fage.    Yeflerday  Morning,  about  Nine,.. 

**  we  received  Advice   that   the  Enemy 

"  bad  pafTed  the  Scheldt  and  were  march- 

"  ing  towards  OuJe?2arJe 'f    which  made 

*'  us  haflen  our  March  as  much  as  poffi-* 

'**  ble,  for  fear  our  Detachment  that  was 

*'  fent  over  {hould  be  defeated,  a;nd  our- 

*'  felves  prevented  in  our  Defign  of  paf- 

TheBat-  "  f^^g  the  ScheMl    But,,   by  that  Time 

tie  of  o«-  <  ^  the  Enemy  was  come  near  Oud^nardey 

dcnarde.    ,,  ^j^^^  ^^^  ^^  j^^^  already  taken  Poft 

^  over  the  ScheM,    which  made  them  re- 
**  folve  to  lirikc  off  to  the  Right  j    butj>, 
**  to  cover  their  March  againil  ours,  they 
"  thought  fit  to-'  throw  theii*  Troops  into 
*'  the  Hedges,    and  into  a  Village  upon 
*'  the  Scheld  below  Oudenarde.      About 
*■*  Three  in  the  Afternoon,  as  foon  as  our 
**  Foot  began'  to  come  up,  it  was  judged 
*'  advifeable  to  attack  the  Vilkge  ;   and 
*''  thereby  oblige   the  Enemy   to  go  no 
''  farther,   but  ftop  their  March:    This 
^  Attack  was  made  with  fo  much  Vigour 
"  and  Succefs,   that  the  Enemy  was  im- 
**  mediately  driven  out  of  the  Village, 
'*  our  Men  falling  upon  them  with  their 
*'  Bayonets  in  the  Muzzles  of  their  Muf- 
"  keis,    and  not  firing  a  Piece  j    fo  that 
''  they  prefently  threw  down  their  Arms^ 
"  and  a  whole  Brigade,    together   with 
"  the  Brigadier>     furrendered  Prifoners. 

'*  Ths 
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"  The  few  Horfe  that  had  pafled  with 
"  the  Detachment,  attacked  likewife  the 
'*  French  Squadrons,  ported  behind  the 
"  Village,  with  fo  much  Succefs,  that 
"  they  were  put  into  Dilbrder,  and  pufh- 
"  ed  J  our  Men  taking  from  them  eight 
"  or  ten  Standards,  and  fome  Horfes. 
"  Hereupon  the  Enemy  were  forced  to 
''  face  about  to  us,  and  form  themfelves 
"  about  four  of  the  Clock ;  when  moft 
^'  of  our  Foot  being  over  and  formed, 
"  the  general  Engagement  began  iirft  on 
*'  the  Right,  and  afterwards  on  the  Left 
"Wing:  The  Fight  was  properly  be- 
"  tween  the  Foot,  and  was  obftinate  ; 
"  but  our  Men  got  Ground,  and  drove 
**  the  Enemy  from  one  Hedge  to  another, 
*«  till  Night  put  an  End  to  the  Combat : 
"  The  Horfe,  who  by  Reafon  of  the 
"  broken  Ground  could  not  acft,  were  de- 
*'  tach'd  to  the  Right  and  Left  Wing; 
**  and  advanced  fo  far,  that  they  attacked 
"  the  Enemy  in  Flank  and  Rear;  which 
"  when  they  perceived,  they  fell  in  the 
*'  Night  into  the  utmoft  Confusion,  and 
"  Part  of  them  retired,  with  the  Baggage 
'*  and  Artillery,  towards  Ghent  zxsADeynfe  % 
"  another  Part  towards  the  Road  of  Cotir- 
*'  tray ;  and,  according  to  Computation, 
"  fix  or  feven  thoufand  furrender'd  them- 
*'  felves  Prifoners,  with  three  or  four 
.^:  hundred  Officers  at  their  Head  ;  among 
T2  **  whom. 
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"  whom  are  feveral  Dukes  and  General 
"  Officers,  Had  not  the  Night  come  to 
"  their  Affiftance,  we  believe  they  would 
^'  have  faved  very  little  of  their  Army. 
**  We  therefore  congratulate  your  High 
*'  MightinelTes  upon  this  complete Vi(5toryj 
**  which  God  Almighty  has  fo  gracioufly 
**  vouchfafed  ;  and  which  gives  us  an  Op- 
"  portunity,  with  this  vidlorious  Army, 
"  and  that  of  Prince  Eugene,  who  was 
*'  prefent  at  this  Adion,  to  extend  the 
*'  Frontiers  farther,  and  bring  the  Enemy 
*'  to  Reafon.  Each  General  made  fo 
**  good  aDifpofition,  and  every  Reginient 
*'  attacked  the  Enemy  fo  well^  and  with 
"  fo  much  Intrepidity,  that  it  was  impof- 
**  lible  for  any  one  to  lignalize  himfelf  in. 
"  a  particular  Manner.  Our  Lofs,  God 
"  be  thanked,  is  fo  fmall,  that  there  is 
**  not,  as  we  know  of,  one  Regiment  out 
"  of  a  Condition  to  make  the  reft  of  the 
*'  Campaign.  Aniong  the  Horfe,  oup 
**  Lofs  is  nothing  at  all  i  nor  do  we  yet 
*'  know  that  we  have  loft  any  Head  Of^ 
"  ficer  of  the  State.    With  which, 

High  and  Mighty  Lords,  &0i 

Oudenarde,  July  12,   1708. 

The  Confederates,  after  this  Vidory, 
kvelled  the  Fre?ich  Lines  between  Tpres 
and  the  Lys,    and  raifed  Contributions  in 

Artois 
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i^r/o/jand  Picardy  ;  which  put  the  City  of 
Paris  itfelf  into  Confternation  ;  and  pof- 
fibly  the  French  were  not  difpleafed  to  fee 
the  Allies  fit  down  before  Lijle^     which  The  City 
they  knew  would  flop  their  Progrefs  for  ^^^if^^'^^ 
feme  Months. 


I  fhall  not  give  the  Hiftory  of  this  Siege 
at  large,  though  it  was  one  of  the  mod 
remarkable  in  the  whole  War.  It  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve,  that  the  Befiegers  loft  a 
great  Number  of  Men,  had  their  Provi- 
fions  almoft  exhaufted,  and  were  in  Dan- 
ger of  being  obliged  to  quit  the  Enter- 
prize.  Their  Communication  with  Bruf- 
feh^  whence  they  exped:ed  Supplies,  was 
cut  off  by  the  French  Army,  and  it  was 
with  great  Difficulty  and  Hazard  that  they 
got  Provifions  from  OJlend:  For  in  at- 
tempting of  this  happened  the  famous  Bat- 
tle at  Wynendale^  under  General  Webb  3  Battle  of 
which,  confidering  the  Inequality  of  Num-  Jj"^"- 
bers,  and  other  Difadvantages  on  the  Side 
of  the  Englijh^  was  not  inferior  to  any 
other.  JVebb  had  in  the  Ad:ion  only  fix 
thoufand  Men,  and  left  an  equal  Number 
of  the  Enemy  dead  on  the  Field,  with 
the  Lofs  of  only  nine  hundred  killed  and 
wounded.  In  fhort,  he  got  a  complete 
Vidiory  over  an  Army  of  24,000  Horfe 
and  Foot,  commanded  by  the  Count  de  la 
Motte  i  fecured  ail  the  Carriages,  and  ena- 
T  3  bled 
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bled  the  grand  Army  to  finifli  the  Redac- 
tion of  Lijle, 
Lijle  It  was  not  till  the  8th  of  December^ 

^^^"-      N.  S.  that  the  Caftle  of  Lijle  furrendered. 
Ten  Days  after  the  Duke  of  Marlborough 
Ginnt     inverted  Ghent ^  which  he  carried  in  lefs  than 
tiiken.       a  Fortnight.     It  has  been  obferved,  *  that 
»  his  Grace  was  never  more  fortunate  than  in 

the  fudden  Reduction  of  this  Place ;  for 
the  Articles  were  fcarce  figned  when  the  fe- 
A  ievcre  vcreft  Froft  began  that  had  been  known  in 
Fioit.  tjje  Memory  of  Man  :  The  very  Horfes 
Hoofs  froze  to  the  Ground,  and  his  Army 
muft  infallibly  have  periflied,  if  the  Town 
had  held  out  a  very  few  Days  longer ; 
which  had  been  no  difficult  Matter,  fince 
there  was  no  Breach  made  in  the  Walls, 
and  the  Count  de  la  Motte  had  a  good 
Army  within  the  Town,  fupplied  with  all 
NecelTaries ;  (and  indeed  lefs  than  an  Army 
could  not  have  defended  Ghe?2t^  which  is 
twelve  Miles  round  upon  the  Walls.)  The 
Allie?,  it  is  true,  were  in  the  End  very 
fuccefsful  in  Flanders  this  Campaign  j  but 
TkeAiiies  ^j-j^y  ^ad  two  Very  narrow  Efcapes,  one  at 
naa  two    y/yjj^jj^^fg ^  and  the  other  at  Ghent.  Had 


very  nar- 
row E-  they  mifcarried  at  either  Place,  that  fine 
gapes  this  ^j-j-j^y  Qf  (^g  Confederates,  confifting  of 
paign.  Veteran  Troops,  would  infallibly  have 
been  ruined  ;  a  Lofs,  that  the  Allies  could 
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fcarce  ever  have  retrieved.     It  may  be  con- 
sidered farther,  that  the  Siege  oi  Lijle  was  The  siege 
the  unhappy  Occafion  of  the  ill  Succefsof^j^f  tii«= 
-of  the  W,!i  in  other  Places  in  this  Cam- ^^  *^^^ °" 
paign.     Our  Affairs  were  again  m inferably  Loffes  in 
negle^ed  in  Spain  and  Portugal,    to  hu-  '-^^^'"• 
mour  the  Duke  and  Prince  Rugene  in  this 
Enterprize :   We  even  broke  our  Treaty 
with  Porttigat  on  their  Account,  and  fent 
Major-General  Earl  to  Oftend  with  eight 
thoufand  Men,    to  affift  in  proteding  the 
Supplies  of  Ammunition  and  Provilion, 
that  were  continually  fending   to  LiJIe, 
when  thofe  Forces  were  raifcd  and  em- 
barked for  the  Service  in  Portugal;  which 
was  the  Reafon  the  Portugueje  could  make 
no  Diverfion  on  that  Side,  while  the  Duke 
of  Orleans  prefied  the  Allies  in  Catalo?iia, 
and  befieged  Tortofa,    which  furrendered 
the  nth  of  Jidy-y   as  did  afterwards  the 
Towns  of  Denia  and  Alicant  in  Valencia, 
Count  Staremberg  had  indeed  been  fent 
from  Italy  to  Catalonia  with  a  fmall  Re- 
inforcement  of  Troops  the  Beginning  of 
the  Year   1708,    which  enabled  him  to 
fave  the  Remainder  of  Catalonia ;    but  he 
was  not  in  a  Condition  to  acSt  offenfively 
till  the  latter  End  of  the  Year :  For  the 
Marquis  das  Minas,    the  General  of  the 
Portugueje,    and  that  other  unfortunate 
General  the  Earl  of  Galway,    with^-the 
Portuguefe  Forces  in  Catalonia,  had  been 
T  4  tranfported 
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tranfported  from  Catalonia  to  Portugal  to 
defend  that  Country ;  which  was  highly 
necelTary,  after  the  AlHes  had  failed  in 
lending  the  Forces  to  Portugal,  which 
they  had  engaged  to  do  by  their  Treaty 
v/ith  that  Crown. 

And,  indeed,  both  King  Charles  and 
the  King   of  Portugal  feemed    to  have 
agreed  upon  aCeffation  from  the  Fatigues 
of  War  the  latter  End  of  this  Year,    in 
The  Prm- Oi'f^er  to  folIow  fofter  Amufcments.    King 
cefsof^«/- Charles  firft  made  his  Addrefles  to  the 
fufifs  lo     P^ii^cefs  of  Anfpach,  our  late  Queen ;  who, 
turnPapift  rcfufiHg  to  alter  her  Religion  for  the  Sake 
and  many  pfj^  piecarious  Crown,    he  courted   the 
Charles.  Princels  of  WolfemhuttU^  and  was  fo  for- 
tunate as  to  perfuade  her  to  renounce  her 
j^i"g        Proteftant  Principles,    and  not  only  con- 
inarries     Isnt  to  a  Marriage,  but  to  go  over  in  rer- 
the  Prin-  jfou  to  Barcelona,    and  confummate   her 
^^,^£^^.//j^ "  Nuptials  there.     And  as  to  the  King  of 
Portugal,    he  was  married  by  Proxy  to 
Mary  Amie  of  Aujiria^    the  Emperor's 
fscond  Siften 

Succefs  of  Sir  y.ohn  Leake  had  the  good  Fortune 
t\iQEnglijh  t]-is  Year  not  only  to  take  and  deftroy 
^^  ^'''^"  many  of  the  Enemy's  Barks  in  Italy,  but 
alfo  to  reduce  the  whole  liland  of  Sardi- 
nia to  the  Obedience  of  Kine  Charles, 
and  that  of  Minorca,  in  which  is  the  com- 
modious Harbour  oi  Port-l^^hm,  for  tfee 

Service 
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Service  of  his  Miftrefs  and  the  English 
Nation.  And  Commodore  Wager  (iince 
Sir  Charles)  with  iomEngliJh  Men  of  War, 
attacked  feventeen  Spanijh  Galleons  near 
Cartagena  in  the  Wefi-Indies^  of  whom 
the  Spanifi  Admiral,  valued  at  three  Mil-. 
lions  of  Pieces  of  Eight,  was  blown  up, 
and  the  Rear^Admiral  taken.  The  Com- 
modore's Share  only  of  this  Prize  amount- 
ed to  100,000/.  and  upon  his  Return 
home  he  was  made  Rear-Admiral  for  this 
Piece  of  Service. 

The  Severity  of  the  Winter  of  1708-9 
has  been  already  taken   notice  of.     The 
French^    to  the  LofTes  they  had  fuftained 
the  laft  Campaign,    had  now  the  additio- 
nal Misfortune  of  b'^ing  deftroyed  by  Fa- 
mine and  the  Rigour  of  the  Seafon.   Their 
Crop  failed  them  the  laft  Year  j  and  this 
being  fucceeded  by  a  cold  Winter,  when 
they  had  fcarce  any  Provilions  left,  Mul- 
titudes of   their  People   perifhed :    And 
that  which  no  lefs  affli61ed  the  Court  of 
France  was,    that  the  King's  Revenues 
were  exhaufted  ;   his  Funds  appeared  in- 
fufficient  to  pay  the  Intereft  of  the  na- 
tional Debt.     Mr.  Bernard,  the  Principal 
of  his  Bankers,   and   many  more  of  his 
Brethren,  who  us'd  to  make  Remittances 
of  Money  and  foreign  Payments,  for  the 
Service  of  that  Crown,  broke,  and  abun- 
dance 
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dance  of  People,  before  in  flouriihing  Cir- 
cumftances,  who  had  lodged  Money  in 
their  Hands,  were  reduced  to  a  State  of 
The  ^^gg^^'y*  Thefe  Calamities  inducing  the 
French  French  King  to  think  of  Peace  in  earneft, 
^ermr^of  P^^^^^^^  Propofals  wcre  made  by  his  Mi- 
Peace,  nifters  about  this  Time  to  the  States- Ge- 
neral and  the  Duke  of  Marlborough :  For 
his  Grace  remained  in  the  Netherlands 
great  Part  of  this  Winter,  to  be  in  Readi- 
nefs,  as  was  given  out,  to  prevent  the 
French  General's  furprizing  the  Forces  of 
the  Allies,  during  the  Froft.  But,  proba- 
bly, the  principal  Reafon  of  the  Duke's 
remaining  on  that  Side  the  Water  was, 
to  hear  what  Terms  the  French  Minifters 
would  propofe :  For  his  Grace,  arriving 
at  Lojidon  in  February^  the  Belief  of  his 
having  brought  Offers  of  that  Nature  from 
France  along  with  him,  was  fo  univerfal, 
that  both  Houies  agreed  upon  an  Addrefs 
to  her  Majefty,  defiring,  *'  That  the 
'*  French  King  might  be  obliged  to  own 
*'■  her  Majefty's  Titles  and  the  Proteftant 
*'  Succeffion,  and  that  the  Allies  might 
"  be  Guarantees  of  the  fame :  That  the 
"  Pretender  might  be  removed  out  of  the 
**  Fre?2ch  Dominions  j  and  that  the  Har- 
*'  hour  and  Fortifications  of  Dunkirk. 
*•  might  be  demolifhed,  upon  the  Con- 
"  clufion  of  a  Peace". 

About 
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About  the  fame  Time  Monfieur  Fet-  ^^^^'^^ 
ticum^  the  Minifter  of  Holftein,  a  Neutral  goTiations^ 
Power,  having  propofed  to  the  Powers  and  their 
engaged  in  a  War,  the  entering  into  Ne-  ^^^^• 
gotiations  of  Peace,  had  prevailed  with 
the  States  to  fuffer  the  Preiident  Rouilk 
to  come  from  the  French  Court  into  Hol- 
land, in  order  to  fettle  Preliminaries  with 
the  Allies.  The  Pt^fident  fucceeded  fo 
well,  that  the  States  and  this  Minifter 
were  in  a  manner  agreed ;  of  which  the 
Emperor  and  her  Britifh  Majefty  being 
informed,  Prince  Eugene  was  fent  to  Hol- 
land by  the  Emperor,  and  arrived  at  the 
Hague  the  27th  of  March  y  as  did  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough^  on  the  Part  of 
Great  Britain,  the  8  th  of  ApriL  His 
Grace,  finding  that  the  French  made  very 
fpecious  Offers,  and  in  a  manner  granted 
whatever  the  Allies  could  ask,  returned  to 
Engla?id  again,  to  confult  the  Minifters 
there;  not  caring  to  take  the  whole  Bur- 
then of  that  Negotiation  upon  himfelf :  In 
which  hedifcovered  his  ufual  Caution  and 
Prudence  ;  for,  as  he  was  General  of  the 
Army,  and  had  fo  great  an  Intereft  in 
continuing  the  War,  he  well  forefaw,  that 
if  he  took  upon  him  to  rejed:  the  advan- 
tageous Offers  made  by  the  French,  his 
Enemies  would  infinuate,  he  was  govern- 
ed by  private  Views :  And,  on  the  other 
hand,    ihould  any  thing  be  found  in  the 

Articles 
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Articles  prejudicial  to  Britain^  as  he  was 
fole  Plenipotentiary  on  the  Part  of  Her 
Majefty,    the  Odium  of  it  would  natu- 
rally fall  on  him.     He  did  not  therefore 
only  take  the  Opinion  of  the  reft  of  the 
Miniftry,    before  he  returned  to  Holland, 
but  took  over  the  Lord   Townfiend  with 
him,  as  Joint-Plenipotentiary  at  the  in- 
tended Treaty  ;  a  noble  young  Lord,  that 
he  knew  would  pay  due  Regard  to  the 
Opinion  and  Experience  of  the  General : 
"'y^^P'J^^  And,  thus  prepared  and  armed  againft  the 
rou^hiind  Cavils  of  his  Enemics,  he  returned  to  the 
Lord        Hague ^  accompanied  by  the  Lord  Town-- 
f{^Xo"^ fiend,    the  Middle  of  May  ;    where  they 
tentiaries.  found  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,   Secretary  of 
State  to  ihe  French  King^  lately  arrived  to 
give  the  laft  Hand  to  the  Negotiation. 
'    Thefe  Gentlemen,    together  with  the 
Minifters  of  the  reft  of  the  Powers  en- 
gaged in  War,  having  debated  the  Terms 
of  a  general  Peace  for  fome  Time,    on 
the  28th  of  May,  agreed  on  Preliminaries 
of  the  following  Tenor: 

*'  That  a  firm  and  lafting  Peace  lliali 
"  be  eftabliftied  between  the  Allies  and 
"  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  :  That 
*'  the  French  Ihall  acknowledge  King 
"  Charles  to  be  King  of  Spain^  and 
'*  theTerritories  dependent  on  that  Crown; 
"  and   if  King  Philip  rcfufe  to  confeat 

"  thereto^ 


Mr.  PR  I  OR' J  Negotiaitom.        285 

thereto,  His  moft  Chriftian  Majefty 
fhall  take  Meafures,  in  Conjundtion 
with  the  Allies,  to  force  him  to  it;  and 
his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  fhall  with- 
draw all  his  Forces  out  of  the  Domi- 
nions of  Spain^  within  two  Months : 
That  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  fhall  re- 
main entire  in  the  Houfe  of  Auflria  ; 
nor  fliall  any  King  who, reigns  in  France^ 
ever  reign  in  Spain^  or  pofTefs  any  Part 
of  its  Dominions:  That  the  French 
King  fhall  deliver  up  Strasburg^  Fort 
Kehly  Landau^  and  Brifac^  to  the  Empe- 
ror; a.nd  ca.ulQ  Hunnmgen,  NewBriJhc^ 
and  For/ Z/0«/j,  to  be  demolifhed:  That 
he  fhall  acknowledge  the  Queen  of 
Great  Britain,  and  the  Proteflant  Suc- 
cef?ion ;  banifh  the  Pretender  ;  deliver 
to  the  Englifl)  Newfoundland,  and  de- 
moliih  Dunkirk :  That  he  fhall  relin- 
quifh  to  the  Powers  fpecified,  Namur^ 
MofiSy  Charleroy^  FurneSy  Luxemburg^ 
Menin,  hijle,  Tpres,  Newport,  DowaVy 
'Tour nay,  Conde,  Maubege,  Fort-Knoque^ 
and  other  Places  :  That  to  hafien  the 
Conclulion  of  a  General  Peace,  a  Con- 
*'  grefs    fhall  begin   at   the  Hague  Ju- 

"  h  IS". 

The  Plenipotentiaries  of  the  Allies  hav-  p^.^^^^,  ^g. 
ing  figned   thefe   Preliminaries,    thofe  of  fufe  to 
France  declared,  they  had  no  Dire(3:ions  to  pfg^J^^fua* 

fign  ri?6. 
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iign  them:  However,  the  Marquis  de 
Torcy  faid,  he  would  lay  them  before  his 
Mafter  the  molt  Chriftian  King,  and  en- 
deavour to  procure  his  Ratification  ;  and 
that  he  would  acquaint  Prince  Eugene 
with  his  Majefty's  Refolution,  by  the  fourth 
of  next  Month.  He  then  let  out  for 
France ;  from  whence  he  fent  an  Anfwer 
according  to  his  Promife:  Wherein  he 
told  the  Prince,  That  his  Majelly  found 
itimpofliblefor  him  to  accept  thefeTermsj 
and  therefore  had  fent  Orders  toMonlieur 
Romlley  to  notify  the  fame  to  the  Poten- 
tates engaged  in  the  War ;  and  that  it  wis 
to  be  hoped  that  m.ore  favourable  Terms 
would  prefent,  for  the  eftablilliing  a  Peace 
fo  neceffary  for  all  Europe. 

And  Monfieur  Rouille  accordingly  ac- 
quainted the  Minifters  of  the  Allies,  that 
unlefs  they  would  agree  to  fome  Altera- 
tions in  the  Preliminary  Articles,  his  Mal^ 
'  ter  could  not  confent  to  them :  To  which 

the  Minifters  of  theAUiesanfwered,  '  That 

*  they  would  not  recede  from  any  of  the 
'  Articles  agreed  to ;  and  that,  if  his  Maf- 

*  ter  did  not  think  fit  to  accept  them,  nei- 

*  ther  would  the  Allies  think  themfelves 
*•  bound  by  them'.  And Monfieuri^o/^/7/?  im- 
mediately received  an  Intimation,  that  he 
ihould  depart  from  the  Hague^  which  he 
did  the  ninth  of  'June  following. 

Upon 
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Upon  the  Breaking-off  of  this  Treaty,  The 
the  French  King  fent  Circular  Letters  to  the  ^^^^ 
Governors  of  the  refpedtive  Provinces  in  Reafons 
his  Dominions,    wherein  he  told  them,  ^°^  ^'l^^' 

,  *  -.  '  ing  oft 

*  *  That,    m  order  to  reltore  Peace,    he  this  Trea- 
"  would  have  accepted  Conditions  very  ^• 
*'  oppofite  to  the  Security  of  his  Fron- 
**  tier  Provinces  5    but,    that  the  greater 
**  Defire  he  had  (hewn  to  diffipate  thofe 
**  Umbrages  his  Enemies  affedied  to  have 
**  of  his  Power  and  Defigns,    the  more 
"  they  multiplied  their  Pretenfions ;    and 
*'  they  had  let  him  fee,  that  they  had  no 
**  other  Intention,  than  to  enlarge,  at  the 
*'  Expence  of  his  Crown,  the  States  bor- 
"  dering  upon  France,    and  to  open  to 
"  themfelves  eafy  Ways,  to  penetrate  into 
"  the  Fleart  of  his  Kingdom,  as  often  as 
"  it  would  fuit  with  their  Interefts  to  be- 
"  gin  a  new  War :  That  they  would  give 
**  him  but  two  Months,   to  execute  his 
"  Part  of  the  Treaty  j    and  during  that 
**  Time  they  would  oblige  him  to  deliver 
"  up  the  Places  they  demanded  of  him 
*'  in  Alface  and  the  Low-Countries,    and 
**  the  demolifhing  thofe  they  had  infixed 
*•  on  ;    refuting  on  their  Parts   to  enter 
*'  into  any  other  Engagements,  than  the 
"  Sufpenfion  of  all  Adts  of  Hoftility  till 
"  the  firft  oi  Auguft'i    and  referving  to 
*'  themfelves  a  Liberty  of  ading  then  by 
'^  Force  of  Arms,  if  his  Grandfon  refufed 

"  to 
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^^  to    evacuate    the    SpaniJJj  Dominions^ 

<'  whereof  he  had  for  nine  Years  been 

*'  acknowledged  King :  That  fuch  a  Suf- 

<*  penfion  would  have  been  more  dange- 

*'  rous  to  him  than  War  itfelf  j  for  fo  foon 

<'  as  the  Sufpenfion  had  been  expired,  his 

*'  Enemies  would  have  attacked  him  under 

«'  thofe  new  Advantages  they  would  have 

«'  reaped  from  the  Towns  into  which  he 

*'  himfelf  had  introduced  them.    And  he 

*^  exprelles  much   Refentment,    that  the 

"  Confederates  fhould  fugg-eft  to  him  the 

''  joining  his  Forces  with  theirs,  to  com-, 

"  pel  his  Grandfon  to  defcend  the  Spanifi 

''  Throne.     He  faid.    The  Thought  of 

^'  engaging  him  in  fuch  an  Alliance,  was 

^'  inhuman:    And  although  the  Tender- 

"  nefs  he  had  for  his  People  was  as  hearty 

''  as  for  his  own  Children ;    and  though 

"  he  bore  a  Part  in  all  the  Ills  his  faith^ 

*^  ful  Subjedts   underwent  by   the  War, 

'^  and  had  manifefted  to  all  Europe  his 

*'  lincere  Defires  that  they  might  enjoy 

^'  Peace  ;    he  was    fatisiied  they  would 

*^  themfelves  oppofe  the  Acceptance  of  it^ 

*'  on  Conditions  fo  oppolite  tojufticeand 

*'  the  Honour  of  the  French  Nation". 

As  fruitlefs  as  thefe  Negotiations  were 
in  refpedt  to  the  feveral  Nations  engaged 
in  the  prefent  War,  there  is  no  doubt  to  be 
made  but  fome  Statefman  on  both  Sides 

gained 


Mr.  PRIOR'^  Negotiations,         289 

gained  their  Ends.  There  were  fome  Mi» 
nifters  on  the  Part  of  the  Allies,  it  is  faid^ 
that  dreaded  nothing  more  thatn  Peace  5 
and  thefe  found  their  Acct)unt  in  infifting 
on  fuch  Terms  as  they  knew  would  never 
be  granted.  On  the  other  hahd,  France^ 
that  was  reduced  to  the  utmoft  Diftrefs 
by  Famine,  and  a  rigorousWinter  that  fol- 
lowed it,  and  faw  at  the  fame  Time  fo 
formidable  a  Power  on  her  Frontiers^ 
gained  her  Ends  by  granting  one  Demand 
after  another,  till  fhe  had  fpun  out  the 
Time  to  almoft  the  Middle  of  Summer  \ 
whereby  fhe  had  an  Opportunity  of  re- 
cruiting her  broken  Troops,  and  reple- 
nifhing  her  exhaufted  Stores:    And  then  • 

{he  gave  the  Allies  to  underfland.  That 
the  Grand  Monarch  was  not  yet  fallen  io 
low,  as  to  fubmic  to  thefe  hard  Prelimi- 
naries. 

But  whatever  were  the  Views  of  France^  TheCam- 
br  of  fome  defigning  Stat^fmen  among  P^ig^^  ^^ 
the  Allies,    the  French  Minifters  were  no  ^^°^* 
fooner  returned,  but  both  Armies  prepared 
to  take  the  Field.     The  French  pofTefTed 
themfelves  of  a  Camp  naturally  ftrong, 
and  threw  up  fuch  Intrenchments,    that 
the  Allies  did  not  think  fit  to  attack  them  ; 
but  refolved  to  open  the  Campaign  with 
the  Siege  of  Tournay:    And  accordingly  Tcurnay 
that  Place  was  invefted  by  the  Confederate  befieged, 
Troops  the  27th  of  June,  N.  S.     On  the  ""^  '"^'°* 
U  7th 
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jih.  of  July  the  Trenches  were  opened, 
and  on  the  30th  the  Town  furrenderedj 
and  the  Garrifon  marched  into  the  Cita- 
del; which  held  out  till  the  3d  of  Sep- 
tember^ and  then  furrendered. 

Tournay  being  reduced,  the  Allies  re- 
folved  upon  the  Siege  of  Mons  -,  but  Mar- 
Ihal  Villars,  having  poffeiTed  himfelf  of 
the  ftrong  Camp  of  Blaregnies  or  Malpla- 
quet,  in  the  Woods  of  Sart  and  Sanfarty 
it  was  found  impradicable  to  form  the 
Siege  until  the  French  were  driven  from; 
that  Poft :  Whereupon  happened  the( 
bloodieft  Battle  that  ever  was  fought  ia 
Flanders.  \ 

The  Battle  It  was,  in  reality,  a  Battle  between 
^•^^  P^'^*^*  two  Armies  of  a  Side  j  Prince  Eugene\ 
Maipia-  commanded  a  complete  Army  of  fifty 
thoufand  Men,  with  Wings  of  Horie  on 
the  Right  and  Left;  and  the  Duke  of 
Marlborough  another  entire  Army,  or^ 
which  the  Englifi  formed  the  Right,  and 
the  Dz//^/6  the  Left;  while  Marfhal  Fif/A^n  \ 
commanded  a  feparate  Army  of  the  French 
on  the  Left,  drawn  up  againft  that  of . ; 
Prince  Eugene  ;  and  Marflial  Boujiers 
another  upen  the  Right,  which  engaged 
that  under  the  Command  of  the  Duke  of 
■Marlborough.  Thefe  great  Armies  lay 
near  each  other  feveral  Days;  and,  on 
the  9th  of  September y  the  Enemies  pof- 
felled  themfelves  of  the  Woods  of  Sart 

and 


■quet 
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^nd^  Sanfart,  where  they  cut  down  Trees,  The  foiti- 
ereded  Batteries,  and  threw  up  Intrench- J ^j^g^™^ 
ments  for  their  Defence.     The  fame  Day,  my. 
and  the  next,    the  Armies  on  both  Sides 
were  drawn  up  in  Order  of  Battle;    and 
the  loth,    in  the  Evening,    the  Generals 
of  the  Allies  refolved  to  attack  the  French.    - 
Accordingly,  on  the  nth  of  September  at 
Break  of  Day,  the  Infantry  of  the  Allies 
marched  in  three  Lines,    and  the  Cavalry 
in  two  Columns,    advancing  directly  to- 
wards the  Enemy,   who  were  fo  flrongly 
intrenched^  that  their  Works  looked  more 
like  a  Citadel  than  a  Camp.     '  Their  Left  An  Ac- 

*  Wing,  as  a  certainGeneral  relates,  was  co-  ^^^"p°^, 

*  vered  by  a  great  and  thick  Wood,  in  which  by  one  of 

*  they  had  caft  up  many  Intrenchments,  the  Gene- 
'  and  pofted   their  Infantry  ;    and  their  ^^^" 

'  Right  was  covered  by  another  Wood 

*  and  thick  Hedge,  which  run  along  the 
'  fame  like  a  Chain  ;  and  befides,  they 
^  had  caft  up  three  Intrenchments,  and 
'  had  a    marfliy    Ground    before    them, 

*  which  rendered  the  Acccfs  to  their  In- 

*  trenchments  ftill  more  difficult.  Their 
'*  Center  was  in  a  little  Plain,  where  they 

*  had  caft  up  feveral  Intrenchments  alfo, 
*■  one  behind   the  other,-  all  defended   in 

*  convenient  Places  with  a  good  Artillery, 
'  which  annoyed  us  very  much.     They 

*  had  belides  cut  down  the  Hedges  behind 

*  their  Lines,  for  the  more  eafy  marching 

U  2  *  of 
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of  their  Cavalry,  to  fupport  theii"  In^ 
fantry  wherever  Occafion  fliould  require. 
In  this  advantageous  Situation  we  attack-^- 
ed  the  Enemy,  and  began  to  cannonade 
them  about  half  an  Hour  paft  eight,  and 
they  anfwered  us  with  the  like  Vigour ; 
while  all  our  Forces  marched  to  begin 
the  Attack  as  the  Generals  had  dire(fted. 
The  Left  Wing  of  Prince  Eugene's 
Army  attacked  the  Enemy  in  the  Wood 
aforefaid,  about  that  Time,  with  all  ima- 
ginable Vigour ;  but  were  received  with 
a  great  deal  of  Bravery.  We  beat  the 
Enemy  from  that  Poft,  and  they  beat 
us  again  from  thence  :  But,  after  an  ob- 
ftinate  Fight  of  two  Hours,  in  which 
abundance  of  Blood  was  (hed  on  both 
Sides,  the  Soldiers  killing  one  another 
with  their  Bayonets  and  the  Buts  of 
their  Muskets,  we  made  ourfelves  Maf- 
ters  of  the  Wood  5  and  thereupon  our 
whole  Left  Wing  marched,  without  any 
Lofs  of  Time,  towards  the  Enemy,  and 
began  another  Fight  as  obftinate  as  the 
iirft  Attack.  As  they  were  covered  by 
three  ftrong  Intrenchments,  which  wc 
were  obliged  to  attack  one  after  another, 

*  the  Fight  continued  five  Hours  with  an 

*  incredible  Fury  ;  but  all  this  while  with 

*  doubtful  Succefs,  becaufe  the  Enemy 
'  rallied  feveral  Times,  regaining  with  an 
"*  extraordinary  Valour  the  Entrenchments 

'  from 
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from  whence  we  had  beaten  them  :  Du- 
ring which,  they  attempted  feveralTimes 
to  drive  us  from  the  Wood  we  had  gained; 
but  we   maintained  our  Ground,    and 
beat  them  from  all  their  Intrcnchments. 
It  was  about  that  Time,  that  their  Ca- 
valry,   which  was  drawn  up  in  feveral 
Lines,    feeing  that  their  Infantry  was 
beaten  from  their  Poft,  advanced  in  very 
good  Order  to  charge  our  Cavalry,  and 
regain  the  Intrenchments  wherein  we 
had  taken  Poft;    and  this  new  Fight 
proved  very  obftinate:   They  forced  us 
fometimes  to  give  Ground,    and  were 
forced,    in   their  Turn,    to  give  Way. 
The  Adlion  became  then  more  general ; 
and  fome  Squadrons  of  the  Right  Wing 
of  my  Lord  Duke's  Army  being  repul- 
fed  by  the  great  Number  of  the  Enemy, 
the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg^    with  fome 
Dantfh  and  other  Squadrons  of  Prince 
Eugenes  Arpny,    advanced  to   fupporc 
them.     The  French  Cavalry,  being  thus 
vigoroully  attacked,    fell  foon  into  Dis- 
order,   and  were  fo  much  prefTed,    that 
they  could  not  rally  again :    They  en- 
deavoured to  do  it  behind   a  Hedge ; 
but  the  Duke  of  Wirtemberg  caufed  im- 
mediately the  Dragoons  of  Wirtemberg- 
Ooeh  to  difmounr,  to  attack  the  Enemy 
on  Foot  behind   the  Hedge  aforefaid, 
from  which  they  were  driven,  and  they 
U  3  '  did 
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'  did  not  form  again  into  any  Order  till 

*  they  came  behind  a  little  Hill,  at  a 
'  pretty  Diftance  from  us,  having  behind 
'  them  the  little  Town  of  Bavay,  and  a 
'  Morafs  and  a  Defile  before  :  And  their 
«  Infantry,  by  Favour  of  the  Hedges  and 

*  Woods,  made,  for  the  moil  part,  their 
'  Retreat  that  Way,  and  formed  them- 
'  felves  again  near  their  Cavalry.     The 

*  Defile  and  Morafs  aforefaid  did  not 
*■  permit  us  to  purfue  them  farther  in  a 

*  Body ;   but  two  Regiments  of  Huflars, 

*  and  fome  Squadrons  of  Horfe  and  Dra- 
'  goons,  v/ere  detach'd  to  annoy  them  as 

*  much  as  poffible  in  their  Retreat.  The 
'  Batde  ended  about  Four  in  the  After- 


TiieNum-  In  thls  Battle,  according  to  the  Ac- 
^^^T  ^°"^^^  °^  ^^^  Allies,  they  had  5,547 
wounded.  ^^^  killed,  and  12,806  wounded  j  in 
all,  upwards  of  18,000  j  and,  on  the 
French  Side,  there  were,  according  to  ' 
the  Allies,  about  15,000  killed  and 
wounded:  And  it  is  very  natural  to  be- 
lieve, that  the  Allies  loft  more  Men  than 
the  Enemy,  lince  they  were  cut  down 
from  Morning  till  Noon,  by  the  great  and 
fmall  Shot  of  the  Enemy,  before  they 
became  Mafters  of  their  Intrenchmentsj* 
and,  after  fo  hot  an  A6tion,  it  is  no  won- 
der they  did  not  purfue  the  Enemy  above 

three 
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three  Miles  from  the  Field  of  Battle. 
They  took  about  forty  or  fifty  of  the  Ene- 
my's Cannon  in  the  Intrenchments,  fifty 
Colours  and  Standards,  and  fome  thoufands 
of  wounded  Officers  and  Soldiers  were 
made  Prifoners.  Prince  Eugene  received  a 
flight  Wound  in  the  Head  in  this  Engage- 
ment, which  did  not,  however,  hinder 
him  from  giving  his  Orders  during  the 
whole  Adtion. 

After  the  Victory  of  Malplaquef  or  Bla-  ^°"'  ^' 
regnies^  the  Allies  marched  towards  Mo«j; 
and,  having  invefted  that  City  the  21ft 
Inftant,  it  furrendered  the  20th  of  OSio- 
her  following;  which  finifhed  the  Cam- 
paign in  Flanders ;  and  both  Armies  there- 
upon went  into  Winter-Qtuarters. 

There  was  not  any  Thing  done  remark- 
able this  Year  on  the  Rhine,  m  Savoy^  or 
in  Portugal',  and  the  mod  confiderable 
A^flion  in  Spain  was  the  Blowing-up  of 
the  Caftle  of  Alicafit.  I  proceed  therefore 
to  the  Negotiations  of  Peace  in  the  fol- 
lowing Winter.  The  French  King  pro- 
pofed  again  to  the  States,  by  Monfieur  jj^^^^^ 
Petticum^  the  Renewing  the  Treaty,  on  make  fur- 
the  Foot  of  the  Preliminaries  befbre-men-  ^^erOver- 
tioned ;  only  he  would  not  be  obliged  to 
compel  his  Grandfon  King  Philip  to  quit 
the  Throne  of  Spain.  But  the  Allies  ftill 
infifted  on  his  yielding  up  the  whole  Spa- 
nijh  Monarchy,  within  the  Space  of  two 
U  4  Months, 
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Which  are  Months.  The  Duuh,  itfeems,  were  now 
rejeded.  ^f  Opinion,  that  all  Overtures,  (hort  of 
this,  ought  to  be  rejedled ;  and  thereupon 
wrote  a  Letter  to  Her  Majefty,  to  incite 
her  to  continue  the  War,  and  augment 
her  Forces  next  Campaign  ^  promiiing  to 
do  the  like  on  their  Part,  and  hoping  her 
Majefty  would  prefs  the  reft  of  the  Con- 
federates to  imitate  them.  They  alfo  de- 
fired  Her  Majefty,  to  fend  over  the  Duke 
of  Marlborpvgh  betimes,  if  poffible  before 
the  End  oi  February,  that  they  might 
have  the  Benefit  of  the  wife  Counfel  of 
that  great  General,  in  concerting,  in  due 
Time,  the  Operations  of  the  Campaign  ; 
and  reap  the  Advantages  of  his  incompa- 
rable'Valour,  in  the  Execution  thereof. 

Thus  did  the  Dutch  compliment  our 
Favourite  Minifter,    General,   and  Pleni- 
potentiary :    And  the  Queen  vyas  there- 
The       upon  induced  to  write  a  Letter  to  the  Diet 
^'      '^    of  the  Empire;  wherein  fhe  defires  them 
theDietof^o  oblerve  the  Enemy's  obftinate  and  irrc- 
the  Em    concileable  Spirit ;  and  that  nothing  was 
p.rc  to  m-  fufther   from  his  Thoughts  than  Peace, 

duce  their  ^      -F  •  1  1  •    1 

Principals  as  appeared  by  the  Artifices  with  which 
to  exert  he  endeavourcd  to  amufe  the  Allies;  That 
Lives'  ^^  raifed  Recruitr,  augmented  his  Forces, 
and  erected  great  Magazines;  from  whence 
it  appeared,  that  Peace  was  not  to  be  ob- 
tained but  by  a  Continuation  of  the  War: 
That  there  was  a  NecelTity  therefore,  that 

the 
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the  Allies  (hould  make  their  utmoft  Ef- 
forts, and  have  a  greaterNumber  of  Troops 
than  they  had  at  prefent :  That  Her  Ma- 
jefty  had  not  negledted,  as  often  as  the 
public  Welfare  feem'd  to  require  it,  to 
augment  her  Troops  beyond  her  Quota, 
and  to  expend  vaft  Sums  of  Money ;  and 
now,  when  they  were  like  to  reap  the 
Fruits  of  their  Vidories,  fhe  was  ftill 
ready  to  increafe  her  Forces  to  the  utmoft 
of  her  Power,  that  the  reft  of  the  Allies 
might  be  incited,  by  the  Example  of 
Great-Britairiy  to  augment  their  Troops 
beyond  what  had  been  hitherto  done : 
Whereupon  ftie  repeated  her  Inftances  to 
that  illuft.rious  Council  of  the  Empire, 
That  they  would  exhort  all  the  Ele<fiors, 
Princes,  and  States,  to  make  great  Efforts, 
that  there  might  be  a  powerful  Army  on 
the  Upper  Rhine,  not  only  to  cover  the 
Frontiers  of  the  Empire,  but  to  extend 
the  fame,  that  France  might  not  be  in  a 
Condition  to  carry  the  whole  Weight  of 
the  War  into  Flanders :  Adding,  That  if 
every  one  would  furnifti  his  Quota  of 
Troops  in  Time,  the  Confederate  Forces 
would  be  fo  conftderable  and  numerous, 
that  there  was  no  Reafon  to  doubt,  but  with 
God's  Blefiing,  they  ftiould  pull  down  the 
Spirit  of  that  proud  Enemy,  and  force 
him  at  laft  to  confent  to  the  Peace  (which 
be  had  hitherto  haughtily  rejeded)  upon 

fuch 
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fuch  Conditions  as  might  for  ever  fecure 
the  Repofe  and  Tranquillity  of  Europe. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  next  Year, 
however,  the  Negotiations  were  refumed. 
The  vigorous  Refolutions  taken  in  Great 
Britain  and  Holland^    for  the  Profecution 
of  the  War,    occafioned  the  Marquis  de 
'Torcy  to    fend  frefli  Propofals  from  his 
moil  Chriftian  Majefty,    wherein  the  for- 
mer Preliminaries  were  to  be  the  Foun- 
dation of  a  new  Treaty.     Purfuant  here- 
to,    the   States-General    having   granted 
Pafies  to  the  French  Plenipotentiaries,  the 
Marllial  dUxelles,    and  the  Abbot  de  Po- 
lignacy  to  come  to  Gertrujdenburg  in  Hoi" 
land ;  the  Britifi  Houfe  of  Peers  addreffed 
Her  Majefty,    on  the  i8th  of  February, 
to  fend  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  over  to 
Holland^  to  take  Care  of  the  Interefts  of 
Great  Britain.      Accordingly  his  Grace, 
having  received  Her  Majefty's  Command, 
fet  out  for  Holland  the  next  Day,  and  ar- 
rived there  the  latter  End  of  the  Month. 
Tue  Ne-   ^^^e  Frefich  Minifters  were  met  at  Ger- 
gotiations  truydcnburgh  by  Meffieurs  Buys  and  Van^ 
^^)'^l''''T derdulTen,     the   Plenipotentiaries   of    the 
States,    the  Beginning  or  March,    who, 
having  heard  what  the  French  had  to  offer, 
returned  to  the  Hague,    and  made  their 
Report  to  the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Count 
Zinzendorf     the     Emperor's     Minifler, 
and  the  reil'  of  the  Minifters  of  the  Al- 
lies 
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lies  refiding  there.  They  iTaid,  That  the 
French  Minifters  had  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  them,  Thafic  was  the  Intereft 
of  the  Allies  to  make  Peace  with  France y 
exclufive  of  Spain ;  and  that  the  French 
King  was  willing  to  enter  into  the 
mod  folemn  Engagements  {and  give  cau- 
tionary Towns  for  the  Performance)  that 
he  would  not  give  any  Affiilance  to  his 
Grandfon  Philip. 

The  Dutch  Minifters  had  fcveral  Con-  sidly  and 
ferences  afterwards  with  the  French,  who  Sardinia 
propofed  a  Partition  of  the  Spanip  Ter-  °n"aaded 
ritofies ;  but  came  at  length  fo  low  in  their  for  King 
Demands,    that  they  offered  to  accept  of  ^"'^^^* 
Sicily  and  Sardinia:    And  though  their 
King  could  not  in  Honour  and  Confcience 
make  War  upon  his  Grandfon,  and  drive 
him  from  the  Throne  on  which  he  had 
placed  him  j    yet,    they  faid,  his  Majefty 
would  perfuade  his.  Grandfon  to  accept  of 
that  Partition  j  which  if  he  refuied  to  con- 
fent  to,  he  would  furnidi  a  Sum  of  Mo- 
ney towards  the  Charges  of  the  War,  to 
be  continued  till  the  Surrender  of  Spain 
and  the  Weji-Indies  to  the  Houfe  of  Atif- 
tria.    But  the  Dutch  ^  ft  ill  infifting  that  The  Con^ 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  with  all  the  Terri-  ferences 
lories  belonging  to  them,  fhould  be  de-  ^°'^"°  ' 
li  vered  up  within  the  Space  of  two  Months, 
according  to  the  Preliminaries,  the  Con- 
ferences were  broken  off. 
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'  It  is  obfervable,  fays  Salmon  *,  that  this 
Treaty  was  manag'd  only  by  the  French 
andD^^/^^Minifters,  the  reft  of  the  Allies 
contenting  themfelves  with  the  Report 
the  Dutch  were  pleafed  to  make  of  thefc 
Conferences.  As  for  the  Duke  of  Marl- 
borough^ he  had  left  his  Refolutions  with 
the  Englijh  and  Dutch  Miniflers  at  the 
Hague y  and  was  gone  into  the  Field. 
He  had  now  fuch  an  Afcendant  over 
the  Dutch ^  that  he  had  no  need  to  doubt 
their  Fidelity  to  him :  But,  it  is  faid, 
both  the  Emperor's  and  the  King  of 
Prujjia%  Minifters  were  for  accepting 
the  Terms  offered  by  the  French^  if  thofe 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  States  would 
have  been  prevailed  on  to  acquiefce  in 
them.  But  however  that  was,  Marfhal 
d'  Uxelles  3.nd  the  Abbot  dePoligitac  made 
heavy  Complaints  in  a  Letter  to  the  Pen- 
fionary  Henjius^  that  the  Dutch  Depu- 
ties had  m^freprefented  thefeConferences: 
To  which  the  Dutch  fent  no  Anfwcr. 
But  from  the  Relations  of  both  Sides  it 
appears,  That  the  French  King  had 
agreed  to  acknowledge  King  Charles; 
and  that  he  would  not  only  not  aflifl 
his  Grandfon,  but  would  contribute  a 
Sum  of  Money  towards  compelling  him 
to  quit  the  Spanifi  Throne,   if  he  re- 
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fufed  to  do  it  at  his  Inftance  ;  and  that 
he  would  deliver  four  ftrong  Towns  in 
the  Netherlands  to  the  Allies,  as  a  Secu- 
rity for  what  he  ftipulated :  And  as  to 
all  the  other  Preliminary  Articles,  fuch 
as  acknowledging  the  Queen ;  the  Bar- 
rier demanded  for  the  Empire,  Holland^ 
the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  &c.  thefe  he  made 
no  Scruple  of  granting.  And,  after  this, 
will  it  not  be  difficult  to  affign  a  fub- 
ftantial  Reafon  for  continuing  this  bloody 
War? 

'  How  long  would  Spain  have  been 
able  to  have  refifted  the  United  Arms 
of  the  Allies,  without  the  Affiflance  of 
France^    if  it  could    be  fuppo/ed  that 

*  King  Philip   would  have  refuled   to 

*  comply  with  what  his  Grandfather  had 
=  ftipulated  for  him,  and  thereby  hazarded 
'  lofing  even  Sici/y  and  Sardim'a,  as  well 
'  as*his  other  Dominions?  The  Towns 
^  that  were  agreed  to  be  delivered  up  to 
'  the  Emperor  and  the  Dutch,  would  have 
'  required  fome  Years  to  conquer :  And 
^  had  the  French  been  never  fo  infincere, 

*  as  was  pretended,  the  Allies  would  have 
'  gained  fuch  an  Addition  of  Strength  by 

*  them,    as  would  have  rendered  France 

*  much  lefs  formidable  than  it  was  then. 

*  Let  it  be  confidered  farther,  had  it  been 

*  our  own  Cafe,  and  the  Fortune  of  the 
'  War  had  reduced  us  to  the  Neceffity  of 

*  aban- 
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*  abandoning  King  Charles,    and  tlid 

*  French  King  had  infifted,  that  the  Al- 

*  lies  fhould  not  only  not  affift  him,  but 

*  turn  their  Arms  againft  the  Prince  they 

*  had  itt  up ;    would  it  not   have  been 

*  thought  a  moil  extravagant  Demand  ? 

*  And  if  it  v^^ould,  was  it  not  much  more 
'  unreafonable  to  defire  the  French  King 
'  to  enter  into  a  War  with  King  Philip, 
«  to  whom  he  was  To  nearly  aUied  by  the 

*  Ties  of  Blood,  as  well  as  other  Engage- 

*  ments  ? 

*  We  had,    indeed,    fo  long  talked  of 

*  the  boundlefs  Ambition  and  exorbitant 

*  Power  of  FraficCy    that  we  affed:ed  to 

*  have  a  Dread  of  it,  even  after  that  King- 

*  dom  was  reduced  fo  low,  that  our  Ge-» 

*  nerals  gave  out,   they  could  not  make 

*  Head  againft  us  another  Year. 

*  Every  Propofal,  that  was  faid  to  come 
^  fioni  France,  was  ftill  condemned  is  un- 
^  reafonable,  before  it  was  examined ;  and, 
'^  if  the  Reafonablenefs  of  it  was  fo  con- 

*  fpicuous,    tliat  it  could  not  be  denied, 

*  then  were  we  taught  to  exlaim  againft 

*  their  Infincerity. 

*  In  fliort,  fome  of  the  Powers,  en-^ 
''*  gaged  in  the  Grand  Alliance,  were  fuch 
^  Gainers  by  the  War,  the  whole  Charge 
'  whereof  was  borne  by  their  Neighbours, 

*  whofe  Minifters  were  in  their  Intereft, 
'  that  any  Peace  whatever  muft  have  been 

'  to- 
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<  to  their  Difadvantage ;  and  therefore  it 
is  not  to  be  thought  flrange,  if  they 
talk'd  loudly  of  the  Enemy's  Infincerity, 
and  rejected  all  their  Propofals.  The 
daily  Acquifition  of  new  Dominions,  at 
the  Expence  of  others,  poffibly,  put 
fuch  a  Biafs  on  their  Judgments,  that 
they  might,  in  fome  meafiire,  believe 
what  they  affirmed.  We  have  feen  whole 
Nations  fubmit  their  Underftandings, 
and  even  refign  their  paternal  Eflates,  to 
grafp  a  Shadow :  The  very  Appearance 
of  Gain  has  diftraded  the  Wifeft  5  and 
it  is  no  wonder,  if  real  Acquilitions  have 
had  the  fame  Eifecft  on  others.' 

I  (hall  be  very  brief  in  my  Account  of  Campaign 
the  following  Campaigns,  till  the  Conclu-^^  i7'°- 
lion  of  a  general  Peace.  In  17 10  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Prince  Rugene 
took  the  Field,  while  the  Conferences 
were  carrying  on  at  Gertruydenburgh.  They 
reduced  this  Year,  at  a  great  Expence  of 
Men  and  Treafure,  the  Towns  of  Douay, 
Aire^  Bethune^  and  St.  Venant-,  the  two 
firft  of  which  are  Places  of  Note.  The 
Army  on  the  Rhine  did  nothing  but  cover 
the  Frontiers  5  and  the  Eleftor  of  HanO" 
■ver^  who  commanded  ir,  finding  there 
was  no  Honour  to  be  gained,  refigned 
his  Commiffion.  The  Duke  of  Savoy 
was  alfo  quiet  on  the  Side  of  Dauphine : 

So 
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So  that  the  principal  Seat  of  Adtion  this' 
Year,  vj2iS  Spain.     Here  King  Charles, 
being  re-inforced  from  Italy ^  attacked  hi? 
Rival  near  Almanara^  and  routed  his  Ca- 
valry }  but  it  being  late  v^^hen  the  Engage- 
ment began,  the  Foot  retired  by  the  Fa- 
vour of  the   Night.      Soon  after  he  ob- 
tained a  complete  Viftory  near  Sarago/fa^  ] 
which  immediately  opened  her  Gates  to^ 
the  Vidor,  who  the  next  Month  entered 
Madrid  in  Triumph.     But  the  latter  End 
©f  the  Year  was  unfortunate  to  the  En^ 
glijh  Forces,  under  General  Stanhope^  who 
were  furprized  near  Brihuega  by    King 
Philip's  Army,  and  made  Prifoners  with 
their  General.    Count  Starefjiberg  indeed, 
who  commanded  the  reft  of  the  Allies, 
was  the  very  next  Day  revenged  on  the 
Spaniards^    by  giving  them  a  Defeat  at 
Villa  Viciofa.     But  tho*  he  got  a  great  deal 
of  Honour  in  the  Adlion,   he  was  unable 
to  profecute   the  Vidtory   to  Advantage. 
In  a  Word,  King  Charles  was  obliged 
to  abandon  Madrid,  and  the  Year  was  ra- 
ther unfuccefsful  to  him  than  otherwife. 
Of  171 1       In  the  Year  171 1,  the  Duke  of  Marl^ 
and  IT \^' borough's  laft  Campaign,    the  only  Adtion 
in  Flanders  was  his  Entering  the  French 
Lines,  and  taking  the  Town  of  Bouchain^ 
which  was  retaken  the  next  Year.     No- 
thing was  done  on  the  Rhine,   or  in  Ca- 
talonia.      Sir  Hovemm  JFalker'^  EnteF- 

prizQ 
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prize  on  Canada  came  to  nought.  And 
in  17 12,  whien  thfe  Duke  of  Ormond  com- 
manded, Negotiations  of  iPeace  were  open- 
ly carrying  on,  and  he  was  abfolutely  for*- 
bid  to  a(5  offenfively  againft  the  French 
This  leads  us  to  the  Cbnfideration  of  the 
Steps  that  had  been  previoufly  taken  on 
both  Sides,  in  order  to  an  Accommodation  j 
which  have  hitherto  been  greatly  mifre- 
prefented. 

Mr.  Harley  and  Mr.  St.  yobn,  long  be-  Steps  ta- 
fore  they  were  advanced  to  the  Head  of  ^^\  '^^ 
thcMiniftry,  had  entertained  Thoughts  of  ^"^  ^^' 
putting  an  End  to  the  War,  and  thereby  re- 
commending themfelves  to  the  Queen  and 
theNation.  They  had  privately  treated  with 
fome  Agents  of  France,  particularly  Mr. 
Sh  John  with  the  Sieur  Gualtier^  a  French 
Prieft,  who  for  fome  Time  was  protected 
by  Count  Gallas^  and  afterwards  em- 
ployed by  Count  Taliard^  then  a  Prifoner 
at  'Nottingham y  to  forward  Letters  between 
him  and  his  Court.  But  in  1710,  when 
thefeGentlemen  were  brought  into  fuUPlay, 
a  Paper  called  The  Examiner  was  imme- 
diately fet  Up  under  their  Influence,  and 
conducted  by  Mr.  Prior,  Dr.  Swift y  Dr. 
Freind^  Mrs.  Manley,  Mr.  Old/worth,  and 
fome  others;  the  Defign  of  which  was  to 
.  aggravate  the  Faults  of  the  late  Minjftry, 
to  reprefent  them  as  Enemies  to  the  Church 
X  and 
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and  Conftitution,  Men  who  delighted  iif 
War,  and  t6  reconamend  an  tomediatc 
Pacification,  which  indeed  at  that  Time 
began  to  be  much  wifhed  for.  All  the 
Wit,  Raillery,  and  even  InvetStive  that 
thefe  great  Men  were  Mafters  of,  was  em- 
ployed on  this  Occafion :  And  it  had  in 
general  the  defired  Effedt,  fo  far  as  to 
fecure  the  public  Voice  in  their  Favour.  It 
muft  be  confefTed,  that  by  artfully  blend- 
ing together  the  Words  Churchy  ^eeriy 
Loyalty^  Peace^  on  the  one  Side,  and 
Whigy  JuntOy  Republican^  FaBioriy  on 
the  other,  they  had  theAddrefs  to  carry  every 
thing  before  them,  and  to  involve  all  the 
Friends  of  the  late  Miniftry  in  their  Ac- 
cufation.  We  have  already  taken  notice 
what  wa&  the  Subftance  of  this  Charge, 
efpecially  with  regard  to  the  Prolongation 
of  the  War ;  and  the  Reader  may  fee 
more  of  it  in  the  following  Letter  to  the 
Examiner y  which  is  prefixed  to  the  Col- 
ledion  of  thofe  Papers,  and  writ  by  Mr» 
St.  John^  afterwards  Lord  BoUngbroke, 


Mr.  St. 
John's 
Letter  to 
the  Ex  a- 


SIR, 

H  E  N  I  read  the  Introdudllon 
to  your  Paper,  it  was  great  Sa* 
tisfadlion  for  me  to  find,  that  Somebody 
had  undertaken  to  furnidi  Mankind  with 
a  Weekly  Antidote  to  that  Weekly  Poi- 

'  fon. 
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fon,  which  by  the  Prefident  and  inferior 
Members  of  a  Fadtious  Cabal,  is  fo  pro- 
fufely  fcattered  thro'  the  Nation. 
^  You  have  fufficiently  expofed  the  * 
Letter  which  you  chofe  to  begin  your 
Examinations  with.  How  Httle  of  that 
Probability,  which  ought  to  be  carried 
through  the  whole  Thread  of  a  well-in- 
vented Fable,  appears  in  it !  How  little 
Regard  is  paid  to  that  Juftnefs  and  Pro- 
priety of  Character,  without  which 
Compofitions  of  this  Kind  are  as  mon- 
ftrous,  as  that  Government  muft  be, 
where  Submiffion  is  made  the  Duty  of 
the  Prince,  and  Dominion  the  Preroga- 
tive of  the  Subjedt  ? 

*  But  fuch  is  the  iingularModefty  of  that 
Fadtion,  which  the  Minifters  of  the 
Crown  have,  with  fo  much  Advantage 
to  themfelves,  nurs'd  up,  in  Oppofition 
to  the  Crown;  that  you  muft  expedl 
to  have  the  fame  Arguments  ftill  pur- 
fued.  The  Objervator^  the  Review^ 
the  -j"  Cenfor  of  Great  Britain^  who  re- 
fembles  the  famous  Cenfor  of  Rome  in 
nothing,  but  efpoufing  the  Caufe  of  the 
Vanquifhed,  with  the  Croud  of  Hireling 
Scribblers,  will  hope,  by  a  few  falfe  Co- 
lours, and  a  great  many  impudent  Af- 
fertions,    at  laft  to  perfuade  the  People^ 

*  Mr.  PetticunC%  Letter.    See  the  'Examiner, 
\  Tiie  -Jatkr, 

X  %  that 
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that  the  General,  the  quondam  Treafure, 
and  the  Junto,  are  the  only  Objedls  of 
the  Confidence  of  the  Allies,  and  of  the 
Fears  of  the  Enemies :  For  the  Queen, 
and  the  whole  Body  of  the  Britijh  Na- 
tion  iSfos  numerm  fumus. 

'  Surely  therefore,  the  Argument  which 
you  have  undertaken,  fliould  be  carried 
further*  Allow  that  the  French  have 
recovered  Heart,  that  they  rife  in  their 
Demands,  that  the  Conferences  at  Ger^ 
truydenburgh  were  broke  off  by  them, 
whilft  our  Plenipotentiaries  did  all  that 
poffibly  could  be  done  to  obtain  a  fafe 
and  honourable  Peace ;  Allow^  I  fay,  all 
this  J  not  becaufe  it  is  true,  for  the  con- 
trary fhall  one  Time  or  other  be  made 
out  to  the  World,  when  the  true  State 
of  our  prefent  Condition  will  be  fet  in 
a  clearer  Light;  yet  that  Odium  which 
the  Minifters  and  their  Faction  endea- 
vour to  throw  on  the  Queen,  and  on 
thofe  who  have  appeared  at  Her  Call,  and 
in  Her  Defence,  will  with  more  Juflice 
be  laid  ac  their  own  Door. 

*  Paint,  Sir,  with  that  Force  which 
you  are  Mafter  of,  the  prefent  State  of 
the  War  abroad,  and  expofe  to  public 
View  thofe  Principles,  upon  which,  of 
late,  it  has  been  carried  on,  fo  diiferenc 
from  thofe,  upon  which  it  was  originally 
entered  into.     Colled:  fome  few  of  the 

*  Indignities 
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Indignities  which  have  been  this  Year 
offered  to  Her  Majefty,  and  of  thofe 
unnatural  Struggles,  which  have  betri  y'd 
the  Weaknefs  of  a  fhatter'd  Cunl^  u- 

tion:  And  when  this  is  done,  D 11 

fhall  blufh  in  his  Grave  among  the  Dea  ', 

IV /(?  among  the  Living,  and  evea 

Fol-'—ne  fhall  feel  fome  Reniorfe. 
'  Forgive  me,  Sir,  if  in  that  Warmth 
which  thefe  Refledions  occafion,  I  an- 
ticipate in  fome  Meafure  the  Subjedl, 
and  encroach  on  the  Province  which 
belongs  to  you. 

*  To  reflorc  the  Spanijh  Monarchy  to 
the  Houfe   of  Aujlria^    who  by  their 
own  Supinenefs,  and  the  Perfidy  of  the 
French^  had  lofl  it ;  and  to  regain  a  Bar- 
rier for  Holland^    which  lay  naked  and 
open  to  the  Infults  of  France ;  were  the 
wife  and  generous  Motives,   which  en- 
gaged Britain  in  the  prefent  War.     We 
engaged  as  Confederates,    but  we  have 
been  made   to  proceed  as  Principals : 
Principals  in  Expence  of  Blood  andTrea- 
fure,  whilft  hardly  a  fecond  Place  in  Re- 
fpe<^  and  Dignity  is  allowed  to  us. 
'  In  the  Year   1706,    the  lafl  of  thefe 
two  Motives  was  efFedtually  anfwered  by 
the  Redudlion  of  the  Netherlands ;    or 
might  have  been  fo,  by  the  ConcefTions, 
which  it  is  notorious  that  the  Enemy 
offered.     But  the  firfl  Motive  remained 
X  3  '  ftill 
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ftill  in  its  full  Force  j  and  we  were  tolJ, 
that  though  the  Barrier  of  Holland  was 
fecured,  the  Trade  of  Britain^  and  the 
Ballance  of  Power  in  Europe,  would  be 
ftill  precarious.  Spai?i  therefore  was  to 
be  conquered,  before  we  laid  down  our 
Arms,  and  we  were  made  to  expcdt, 
that  the  whole  Attention  of  our  Minil^ 
ters  would  be  applied  to  that  Part  of  the 
War.  Like  Men  of  refigned  Under- 
{landings,  we  acquiefced,  and  flattered 
ourfelves,  That  fince  Holland  had  been 
fecured  in  the  firft  Place,  Britain  would 
be  taken  care  of  in  the  fecond.  But 
alas  !  thefe  Expectations,  like  many 
others,  have  failed  us. 
'  From  that  Point  of  Time  to  this 
Hour,  France  has  continued  like  a  great 
Town,  invefted  indeed  on  every  Part,  but 
attacked  only  in  one.  In  Spain,  in  Savoy, 
on  the  Rhine,  enough,  and  but  juft 
enough  has  been  done,  to  fcrve  as  a  Pre- 
tence for  Eftimates,  and  Demands  of 
Supplies:  But  nothing  decifivc,  nothing 
which  had  the  Appearance  of  Earneft, 
has  been  fo  much  as  attempted,  except 
that  wife  Expedition  to  Toulon,  which 
we  fufFered  to  be  defeated,  before  it 
began.  The  whole  Strefs  of  the  War 
has  been  wantonly  laid,  where  France 
is  befl  able  to  keep  us  at  Bay  j  as  if  we 
fought  only  to  make  Oflentation  of  our 

*  Valour, 
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*  Valour,    and  of  our  Riches.     Towns 

*  have  been  taken,  and  Battles  have  been 

*  won ;  the  Mob  has  huzza'd  round  Bon- 

*  fires  J    the  Stmtor  of  the  Chapel  has 

*  flraine<i  his  Throat  in  the  Gallery,  and 

*  the  Stentor  of  Sarum  has  deafFened  his 

*  Audience  from  the  Pulpit,     In  the  mean 

<  while,  the  French  King  has  withdrawn 

*  Troops  from  Spain,  and  has  put  it  out 

*  of  his  Power  to  reftore  that  Monarchy 

<  to  us,  was  he  reduced  low  enough  really 

<  todefiretodoit.  TheDukeof  ^«/Whas 

*  had  Leifure  to  take  off  thofe  whom  he 

*  fufpecl^ed,  to  confirm  his  Friends,  to  re- 
'  gulate  his  Revenues,    to  increafe   and 

*  form   his  Troops,    and  above    all,   to 
^  rouze  that  Spirit  in  the  SpaniJJo  Nation, 

*  which  a  Succeffion  of  lazy  and  indolent 

*  Princes  had  lulled  afleep. 

'  From    hence    it    appears    pirobable 

*  enough,  that  if  the  War  continue  much 

*  longer  on  the  prefent  Foot ;    inflead  of 

<  regaining  Spain,  we  fliall  find  the  Duke 

*  of  Anjou  in  a  Condition  to  pay  the  Debt 

*  of  Gratitude,    and  fupport  the  Grand- 

*  father  in  his  declining  Years,  by  whofe 

*  Arms,    in  the  Days  of  his  Infancy,  he 

*  was  upheld.      The  Dutch  will  have  a 

*  larger  and  a  better  Country  than  their 

*  own,  at  the  Expence  of  Britain,    con- 

*  quered   for  them,    by  thofe  Minifters, 

*  who  once  thought  it  impolitic  to  con- 

X  4  *  fent,   - 
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f  fcnt,   that  even  OJlend  (hould  he  made 

*  a  Part  of  their  Barrier.    The  Emperor 

*  has  already  Bavaria^  the  Dutchy  of 
«  Mantua,  the  State  of  Milan  j    and  the 

*  Kingdom  of  Naples,  Sicily y   and  fome 

*  other  Places  dependent  on  thefe,    may 

*  be  added  to  his  Portion  j  and  by  the  lit- 

*  tie  Care  he  now  takes  to  fupport  King 
'  Charles,    we  may  ealily  judge  how 

*  great  his  Concern  will  be,  if  that  Prince 
f  ihould  be  deprived  of  all  the  reft. 

'  Britain  may  exped  to  remain  exhauf- 

*  ted  of  Men  and  Money,  to  fee  her  Trade 

*  divided  amongft  her  Neighbours,  herRe- 

*  venues  anticipated  even  to  future  Gene- 

*  rations,  and  to  have  this  only  Glory  left 

*  Her,  that  (he  has  proved  a  Farm  to  the 
'  Bank,  a  Province  to  Holland,  and  a  Jeii 
'  to  the  whole  World. 

*  If  the  Fadts  I  have  mentioned  are 

*  true,     and   the   Confequences     I    have 

*  drawn  from  them,  are  naturally  deduci- 

*  blefrom  fuchCaufes,  may  not  the  King 

*  of  France  reafonably  hope,  tho'  Holland 

*  fhould  be  aggrandized,  that  Britain  will 

*  be  in  proportion  weakened  ?  May  he  not 

*  hope,    in  exchange  for  a  few  Towns, 

*  which   he    either  bought  or  ftole    in 

*  former  Wars,  to  fecure  the  Spanijh  Mo- 
?  narchy  to  the  Houfe  o^  Bourbon  for  ever^ 
'  by  happily  concluding  this  ? 

'Let 
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*  Let  us  now  furvey  the  prefent  State  of 
'  our  domeftic  Affairs,  and  examine  whe- 

*  ther  from  the  Conduct  of  the  Miniftry, 

*  and  of  the  fadious  Whigs,  the  French 
^  King  has  not  good  Grounds  to  expe<ft  to 
^  fee  us  in  Confufion,  and  by  Confequence 

<  the  great  Band  of  the  Confederacy  dif- 
'  folved. 

*  Domeftic  Occurrences,  the  more  they 
^  are  examined,   the  greater  Weight  will 

*  they  add  to  the  fame  Argument. 

*  You   have,     in  your  fecond   Paper, 

*  pointed  out  fome  few  of  thofe  innume- 
^  rable  Obligations,  which  the  Whigs 
'  have  laid  on  the  French  King,  When- 
9  ever  you  think  fit  to  go  to  the  Bottom 

<  of  the  Subje(5t,  I  make  no  doubt  but  it 
^  will  evidently  appear,  that  Lewis  XIV. 
^  has  Reafon  enough  to  hope  for  Succefs 

*  from  the  Meafures  taken  by  the  Minif- 

<  ters,  and  their  Fadlion  at  home ;  as  I 
'^  have  already  fhewn,  that  he  has  from 
"^  the  Condu(5t  of  the  War  abroad. 

'  Notwithftanding  all  the  Pains  which 
'^  have  been  taken  to  lefTen  Her  Charadter  , 
'  in  the  World,  by  the  Wits  of  the  Kit- 

*  Kat,  and  the  Sages  of  the  Cellar;  Man- 
«  kind  remains  convinced,  that  a  Queen 
">  pofTefled  of  all  the  Virtues  requifite  to 

^  blefs  a  Nation,  or  to  make  a  private  Fa-   . 

*  mily  happy,  fits  on  the  Throne. 

:  By 
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<  By  anExcefs  ofGoodnefs  {he  delight* 
^  ed  to  raife  fome  of  Her  Servants  to  the 
'  higheft  Degree  of  Riches,    of  Power, 

*  and  of  Honour;  and  in  this  only  Inftance 
'  can  be  faid  to  have  grieved  any  of  Her 
^  Subjeds. 

*  The  Rule  which^flie  had  prefcribed  to 

*  thefe  Perfons,  as  the  Meafure  of  their 
'  Condudl,  was  ibon  departed  from.  But 
'  fo  unable  were  they  to  affociate  with  Men 

<  of  honefler  Principles  than  themfelves, 
« that  the  Sovereign  Authority  was  parcel- 
'  led  out  among  a  Fadlion,  and  made  the 
'  Purchafe  of  Indemnity  for  an  offending 
^  Minifter.  Inftead  of  the  mild  Influences 
^  of  a  gracious  Queen  governing  by  Law; 
'  we  foon  felt  the  miferable  Confequences 
*•  of  Subjection  to  the  Will  of  an  arbitrary 
'  Junto,  and  to  the  Caprice  of  an  infolent 
'  Woman. 

'  Unhappy  Nation,  which  expe(a:ing  to 
'  be  governed  by  the  Befl,  fell  under  the 
«  Tyranny  ©f  the  Worft  of  her  Sex  I  But 
'  now.    Thanks  be  to  God,    that  Fury, 

*  who  broke  lofe  to  execute  the  Vengeance 
'  of  Heaven  on  a  finful  People,  is  reftrain'd, 

<  and  the  Royal  Hand  is  already  reached 
out  to  chain  up  the  Plague. 

Invjfum  niimen  terras  ccehmque  kvabit. 

*  One  i 


( 
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'  One  would  expedl,  that  on  the  firft 
Appearance  of  the  Queen's  Difpleafure, 
thefe  little  Tyrants  fliould  have  had  Re- 
courfe  to  Submiffion,  and  to  Refignation. 
But  they  believed  the  whole  Nation  as 
debauched  and  corrupted,  as  thofe  pro- 
fligate Wretches,  who  were  in  their  Con- 
fidence ;  they  imagined,  that  under  the 
Name  of  their  Prince,  they  fhould  be 
able  to  govern  againft  her  declared  In- 
tention ;  and  having  ufurped  the  Royal 
Seat,  refolved  to  venture  overturning  the 
Chariot  of  Government,  rather  than  to 
lofe  their  Place  in  it.  They  fet  their 
Miftrefs  at  open  Defiance,  neither  the 
Ties  of  Gratitude,  nor  the  Bands  of  Al- 
legiance, were  any  Rcftraint  to  them. 

'  Their  firil:  Attempt  was  to  take  that 
Privilege  from  Her,  which  the  Meaneft 
of  Her  Subjects  enjoy,  and  Slavery  was 
to  purfueHer  even  intoHer  Bed-chamber. 

*  Here  the  Nation  in  general  took  the 
Alarm  j  a  Spirit  of  Loyalty  began  to  rife, 
which  the  Fadtion  forelaw  would  no 
longer  bear  to  have  the  meaneft  Sub- 
miffion fhewn  to  the  Minifters,  whilft 
common  Decency  was  hardly  ufed  to- 
wards the  Throne.  The  Confpirators 
refolved  therefore  to  precipitate  their 
Meafures,  and  a  Sermon  was  made  the 
Pretence  of  their  Clamour.  Thofe  who 
f  prove  themfelves  Friends  to  this  Govern- 

*  ment 
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f  vernment  by  avowing  Principles  incon- 

*  fiftent  with  any,    prefumed  daily  to  try 

*  the  Title  of  the  Queen,  and  to  limit  the 
«  Allegiance  of  the  Subjed:.     The  Party- 

*  Agents  of  every  Rank  were  employed  to 

*  declaim  in  public  Places,  and  we  had  the 

*  Mortification  to  fee  Cabals  of  Upftarts, 

*  fit  in  Judgment  on  the  Right  and  Au- 

*  thority  of  the  Crown,  who,  had  it  not 
'  been  for  the  Profufion  of  Royal  Favour, 

*  could  have  had  no  Pretence  to  be  com- 
I  mon  Triers  in  any  Caufe. 

'^  By  long  infipid  Harangues  and  fulfome 

*  Panegyric,  the  Merits  of  the  Minifters 
f  were  exalted  :  The  whole  Succefs  of  the 

*  Admin^firation,  both  at  Home  and  A- 
'  broad,  was  fingly  attributed  to  them ; 
'  and  left  the  Queen  fhould  think  fit  to 

*  declare  them  dangerous,  fhe  was  by  ne- 
'  cefifary  Confequence  from  the  Pofitions 

*  laid  down,    declare^  Herfelf  to  be  ufe- 

*  lefs. 

•  This  Attempt  had  likewife  an  Effed:, 

*  contrary  to  what  the  Projectors  of  it  ex- 

*  pedted.     The  Ferment,  inftead  of  abat- 

*  ing,    increafed;  the  Bulk  of  the  Nobility, 

*  Gentry,    Clergy,    and  Commonalty  of 

*  5W//7ZW  declared  themfelves  loudly  in  the 

*  Caufe  of  their  Prince ;  and  thofe  Dif- 
'-'  orders  which  the  Fadion  had  raifed  for 

*  ^hei^ 
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*  their  Security,  threatened  their  Deflruc- 

*  tion. 

*  Not  daunted  yet,  they  refolve  to  try 
^  a  new  Expedient  -,   and  the  Intereft  of 

*  Europe  is  to  be  reprefented  as  infeparablc 

*  from  that  of  the  Minifters. 

^-^Haud  dubitant  equidem  implorare 

quod  ufquam  ejl  -, 
Fiedler e  Ji  nequeunt  fuperos,  Acheronia 

movebunt, 

'  The  Members  of  theBank,  ih&Dufch^ 

*  and  the  Court  of  Vienna,    are  called  in 

*  as  Confederates  to  the  Miniftry  ;  and  fuch 
«  an  Indignity  is  offered  to  the  Crown,  as 

*  no  Man,    who  has  the  Honour  of  his 

*  Country  at  Heart,    can  with  Patience 

*  hear. 

'  What  a  Weaknefs  in  our  Conftitution, 
«  what  a  Sicknefs  at  Heart  do  thefe  Symp- 
« toms,  which  appear  too  openly,  dif- 
'  cover  ? 

*  Thefe  are  Signs  which  (hew  a  Go- 
«  vernment  to  be  near  its  Diflblution  : 
'  Thefe  are  Things  which  juftly  give  En- 

*  couragement  to  an  Enemy.     And  if  you 

*  would  go  to  the  Root  of  our  Diftemper, 

*  thefe  are  the  Topics  you  muft  infift  upon, 

*  as  the  real  Caules  which  have  prolonged 

*  the  War,    diftradted  the  Nation,    and 

*  given 
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*  given  France  Spirit  enough  at  laft  to 

*  break  off  the  Peace. 

*■  And  thefe  are  the  Things,    Sir,    that 

*  deferve  to  pafs  under  your  Pen,  that  the 

*  Nation  may  be  truly  informed  from  what 

*  Springs   our  own  Grievances,    and  the 

*  Hopes  of  our  Enemies,  have  rifen'. 

Mr.  Prior  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
the  Author  of  many  of  the  beft  Exa- 
miners, which  are  not  particularly  dif- 
tinguiihed :  But  the  following  Criticifm 
upon  a  Poem  of  Dr.  Garth's  to  the  Earl 
of  Godolphiny  is  univerfally  allowed  to  be* 
his ;  as  the  Anfwer  which  follows,  taken 
from  the  Whig  Examiner^  is  well  known 
to  be  Mr.  Addijons^  who  fided  with  the 
Party  in  Difgrace. 


Mr.   Pri- 
or's  Cri- 
ticifm 
of  Dr. 

GartPs 
Verfes  to 
Lord  Go- 
dolphin. 


EXAMINER. 

N°  6.      I'hurjday  Sept.  7.   17 10. 

*  np  H  E  Colleaive  Body  of  theWhigg 

*  JL      ^^^^  already  engroffed  our  Rich- 
'  esj    and  their  Reprefentatives,    the  Kit" 

*  Cat,  have  pretended  to  make  a  Mono- 
'  poly  of  our  Senfc.      Thus  it  happens, 

*  that  Mr.  P r,  by  being  expelled  the 

'  Club,    ceafes  to  be  a  Poet ;    and  Sir 

*  Harry  F -(?  becomes  one,    by  being 

'  admitted  into  it.     'Tis  here  that  Wit 

'  and 
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*  and  Beauty  are  decided  by  Plurality  of 

*  Voices:     The  Child's  Judgment  fhall 

*  make  H — y  pafs  for  a  Fool ;  and  Ja- 

*  cob*^  Indulgence  fhall  preferve  LadyH — t 
•from  the  Tallow-Candle. 

*  It  is  the  Misfortune  of  our^/tej,  like 
*•  that  of  antient  Greece y  to  be  governed  by 

*  a  Set  Number  of  Tyrants:   The  Works 

*  of  learned  Men  are  weighed  here  by  the 

*  unerring  Ballance  of  Party,    and  he  is 

*  fure  to  be  moft  ingenious  in  his  Writ- 

*  ings,  who  is,  in  their  Phrafe,  moft  tho- 

*  rough-paced  in  his  Politics.     1'reelooby 

*  kept  the  general  Applaufe  for  a  whole 
*■  Winter;  while  poor P/6/^^rtf  could  fcarce 

*  get  into  the  Theatre,  'till  fhe  had  thrown 

*  herfelf  at  the  Feet  of  one  of  thefe  Re- 
^  guli.     It  was  in  this  Mint  that  a  curious 

*  Piece    of   poetical  Workmanfhip    was 

*  lately  wrought,  and,  by  the  Mafters  of 

*  the  Company,   allowed  as  current  and 

*  authentic  Coin.   Not withftanding  which 

*  Stamp  of  Authority,  a  Critic,  unknown 

*  to  me,  has  prefumed  to  make  fome  Ob- 

*  fervaiions  upon  this  Performance ;  both 

*  which,    I  hope  Dr.  Bentley  will  excufe 

*  me  for  publifhing,    fince   this   is  fuch 
-*  Poetry  as  he  has  never  found  among  the 

*  Greek  or  "Latin  Writers. 

"To 
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To  the  Earl  of  Godolphin. 

WHILST  weeping  Europe  bends  beneatll 
her  Ills, 
And  where  the  Sword  cjeftroys  notj 
Famine  kills ; 
Our  Iflc  enjoys,  by  your  fuccefsful  Carcj 
The  Pomp  of  Peace  amidft  the  Woes  of  War* 
So  much  the  Public  to  your  Prudence  owes. 
You  think  no  Labours  long  for  our  Repofe ; 
Such  Condud,  fuch  Integrity  are  Ihown, 
There  are  no  Coffers  empty  but  your  own. 
From  mean  Dependance  Merit  you  receive  ; 
Unask'd  you  offer,  and  unfeen  you  give. 
Your  Favour,  like  the  Nile,  Increafe  beflows^ 
And  yet  conceals  the  Source  from  whence  it  flowS j 
So  pois'd  your  Paflions  are,  we  find  no  Frownj 
If  Funds  opprefs  not,  and  if  Commerce  run. 
Taxes  diminifh'd,  Liberty  entire, 
Thofe  are  the  Grants  your  Services  require. 
Thus  far  the  State-Machine  wants  no  Repair^ 
But  moves  in  matchlefs  Order  by  your  Care ; 
Free  from  Confufion,  fettled  and  ferene. 
And,  like  the  Univerfe,  by  Springs  unfeen. 
But  now  fome  Star,  finifter  to  our  Prayers, 
Contrives  new  Schemes,  and  calls  you  fromAfFairsi 
No  Anguilh  in  your  Looks,  nor  Cares  appear. 
But  how  to  teach  the  unpradtis'd  Crew  to  Steer. 
Thus,  like  fome  Vidim,  no  Conftraint  you  need. 
To  expiate  their  OiFence,  by  whom  you  bleed. 

In  era- 
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Ingratitude's  a  Weed  in  every  Clime, 
It  thrives  too  fall  at  firll,  but  fades  in  Time. 
The  God  of  Day,  and  your  ov^n  Lot's  the  fame. 
The  Vapours  you  have  rais'd,  obfcure  your  Flame. 
But  though  you  fuffer,  and  a  while  retreat, 
Your  Globe  of  Light  looks  larger  as  you  fet. 


A  Letter  to  the  Examiner. 

I  SEND  you  thele  Verfes  enclofed^ 
which  I  have  read  with  great  Atten- 
tion 5  and  from  the  Charader  of  the  Pa- 
tron, as  well  as  of  the  Poet,  with  no 
ordinary  Inclination  to  be  pleafed.  But 
fo  dull  am  I,  that  there  does  not  appear, 
to  my  Apprehenfion,  either  Poetrjr, 
Grammar,  or  Defign  in  the  Compoii^ 
tion.  The  whole  feems  to  be,  as  the 
fixth  Editor  of  the  Dijhenfary  happily 
exprelies  it, 

A  firong  tmlahour  dimpotefice  of  Thought! 

*  If  we  examine  it  by  the  new  Teft  of 
good  Poetry,  which  the  Dodor  himfelf 
has  eflablillied,  Pleafmg  at  firft  Bluih, 
has  this  Piece  the  leaft  Title  even  to  that  ? 
'  Or,    if   we  compare  >t   with  the  only 

■  Pattern,    as  he  ibinkj,    of  jull  Writing 

■  of  this  Kiod,  Ovid,  is  there  any  Thing 

Y  «  in 
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in  De  I'riflibus  fo  wild,  fo  childlfli,    of 
foflat? 

*  What  eart  the  ingenious  Dodor  mean? 
Or  at  what  Time  could  he  write  thefe 
Verles  ?  Half  of  the  Poem  is  a  Panegy- 
ric on  a  Lord-Treafurer  in  being ;  and 
the  reft  a  Compliment  of  Condoleance 
to  an  Earl  that  has  loft  the  Staff". 

*  In  thirty  Lines  his  Patron  is  a  River, 
the  Primum  Mobile,  a  Pilot,  a  Viiftim, 
the  Sun,  any  Thing  and  Nothing.  He 
beftows  Jncreafe,  conceals  his  Source, 
makes  the  Machine  move,  teaches  to 
fteer,  expiates  our  Offences,  raifes  Va- 
pours, and  look  larger  as  he  fets. 

*  Nor  is  the  Choice  of  his  Expreflions 
lefs  exqUifite,  than  that  of  his  Similes. 
For  Commerce  to  run^  Pajfions  to  be 
poized^  Merrt  to  be  *  retrieved  from 
Dependance,  and  a  Machine  to  be  Se- 
rene, is  perfe(5tly  new.  The  Dodtot  has 
a  happy  Talent  at  Invention,  and  has 
had  the  Glory  of  enriching  our  Lan- 
guage by  hisPhrafes,  as  much  as  he  has 
improved  Medicine  by  his  Bills. 

*  But  to  be  more  particular 

jdnd  where  the  Sword  deftroys  not  (fays- 
our  Pa-negyrift)  Famine  kills, 

'  I  could  wifti  the  Yerfe  would  have  al- 

■  *  It  is  by  Miltake  printed  r^ceii'c,  p,  320.  /.  12. 

*  lowed 
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*  lowed  of  the  Word  Plague,    or  Pefti- 

*  lence-y  for  I  fuppofe  that's  what  the  Au- 

*  thor  means.  I  have  heard  of  the  Plague 
'  at  Dantzick  ;   but  what  Part  of  Europe 

*  Famine  rages  in,    I  know  not.     Why 

*  won't  Phyjic  ftand  here  ?    It  is  better 

*  Senfe,    and  runs   as  well.      What   the 

*  Pomp  of  Peace  is,    I  as  little   compre- 

*  hend,    as  how  it  can  be  enjoyed  amidft 

*  the  Woes  of  War. 

Such  ConduSf,  fuch  Integrity  are  Jljown, 
Inhere  are  no  Coffers  empty  but  your  own, 

'  Since  there  is  fo  little  Poetrv  in  this  Cou- 

*  plet,  I  wifli  there  were  more  Truth  in 

*  it.  Some  Coffers,  I  have  heard,  were 
'  empty  three  Weeks  ago ;  and  if  they 
'  are  not  fo  ft  ill,  the  Nation  is  more  ob- 

*  liged  to  the  Doctor's  unprad:ifed  Crev/, 
'  than  to  the  experienced  Pilot. 


Unask'd  you  offer- 


*  A  great  Difcovery  !  I  always  thought  till 
'  now,    he  that  v/as  ask'd  might  be  faid 

*  to  give  ;  but  not  properly  to  offer.  The 
'  malicious   Part   of  the   World  will,    I 

*  doubt,  be  apt  to  obferve,  That  this  Sen- 
•^  tence,  as  it  itands  here,  is  as  true  in  Fadlj 
*;  as  it  is  exa<^  in  Language, 

Y  z  '  Tcur 
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Tour  Favour^  like  tbeNihf  Inereafe bejlows^ 

'  If  the  Beauty  of  the  Simile  is  to  be 

*  judged  of  by  the  frequent  Ufe  which  the 

*  Poets  of  all  Ages  have  made  of  it,  fcarcc 
'  any  can  come  in  Competition  with  the 

*  Doctor's  River.     The  ISlile  on  thefe  Oc- 

*  cafions  is  as  trite,  as  the  Stories  of  Ica- 
'  rus  and  Phaeton.     I  remember  I  ufed  it 

*  when  I  was  about  Twelve,   in  a  New- 

*  Tears-Gift  to  my  Uncle,  and  was  heart- 

*  ily  afliamed  of  it  aYearafter.  A  School- 
^           *  Boy  can  no  more  mifs  the  Nile^    than  a 

'  French  Author,  when  he  dedicates  to  the 

*  Grand  Monarch,    can  live  without  the 

*  Sun,    that  other  Simile   in   which   the 

*  Dodor  rejoices. 

•Some  Stars,  fmifier  to  our  Frayers^ 


Contrive  new  Schemes, 

*  Alii  legunt  Five  Stars  y  which  makes  this 

*  PalTage  intelligible.     I  have  often  heard 
'  Aflrologers  talk  of  a  fort  of  Influence 

*  that  Stars   have    upon  human  Affairs  ; 

*  but  I  know  of  no  Stars,    but  thole  in 

*  Mr.  Bickerll.aff\  Confteilation,  that  ever 

*  contrived  Schemes;    and  thofe  too  were 

*  ered:ed  under  no  very  benign  Afped:. 

*  My  Lord's  Care,  he  tells  us,  is  to  teach 

'  the  unpradifed  Crew  to  fleer.     By  Crew, 

"  <  vve 
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*  we  are  to  underftand  the  Lords  of  the 

*  Treafury.     A  very  civil  Expreffion !  But 

*  as  to  the  Senfe  of  it :    What  Affinity  is 

*  there  between  Crew  and  Steering  ?    Is 

*  Steering  theBulinefs  of  the  whole  Ship's 

*  Crew  ?    This  is  a  true  Image   of   the 

*  Whig-Scheme^    where  every  Man  is  his 

*  own  Pilot. 

'  If  we  read  the  two  next  Lines,    we 

*  fhall  find   thefe  People  have  wounded 

*  him  ',  and  yet,  like  the  beft-natur'd  Vic- 

*  tim  imaginable,  he  needs  no  Conftraint 

*  to   expiate  their  Offence.      All   this  is 
<  what  the  French  call  Gallimatias,    and 

*  what  the  EngliJJ:)  Critics  term  Nofifenje. 

*  But  what  follows?    For  whom  you  bleed. 

*  Bleed !  What,  is  the  Devil  in  the  Doc- 

*  tor,  to  mention  fuch  a  Word,   and  give 

*  fo  unlucky  a  Hint  ?    I  hoped  that  this 

*  Point  had  been  fo  well  guarded,    that 

*  there  could  be  no  farther  need  of  an  Ad: 

*  of  Security. 

'The  God  of  Day,   and  your  own  Lot's 
the  fame, 

*  A  hundred  Pound  for  a  Genitive Ca.k\  as 

*  old  Bush  ufed  to  cry  out  upon  fuch  an 
'  Occafion. 

*  But  to  go  on,  from  Grammar  to  De- 

*  cency.     Of  this  Happinefs  of  Great  Bri- 

*  taiity  is  any  Part  afcribed  to  the  Queen  ? 

Y  3  'To 
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*  To  tliis  Machine,    which  moves  fo  like 

*  the  Univerfe,  does  the  Royal  Hand  give 
'  any  Turn  ?  Methinks  he  might  at  leail 
'  allow  Her  Majefty  as  much  as  his  Friends 

*  did  in  the  Coronation-Medal. 

VICEM  GERir  ILLA. 

*  But,  as  the  Poet  obferves, 
Ingratitude  i  a  Weed  in  every  Clime. 

*  He  will  give  me  leave,    in  my  own 

*  Turn,  to  oblerve,  That  in  Don  Sebaftian 
*•  it  is. 

Ingratitude's  the  Growth  of  every  Clime, 

*  What  Occafion  was  there  of  altering  a 
'  Verle  he  thought  iic  to  fteal  ?    This  is 

*  being  a  meer  Bafiditti  in  Poetry,  to  rob 

*  and   murder   too.       But  who  is  to  be 

*  charged  with  thislngratitude?  The  whole 

*  Body  of  the  Nation  did  indeed  wifh  the 

*  Treafurer  out  j  but  'twas  HerMajefty  only 

*  that  could  difplace  him.  Such  are  the 
'  Compliments  which  the  Crown  receives 

*  from    this   Anti-monarchical  Academy. 

*  Excellent  Poets,  dutiful  Subjeds! 

*  I  could  give  you  many  more  Obfer- 
'  vations  upon  the  Beauties  of  this  fubUme 

*  Panegyric,  if  I  had  my  Longinm  by  me. 

*  It 
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*  It  has  been  corredled,    I  find,  twice  or 

*  thrice  already  ;  and  if  the  Author  cor- 

*  redls  it  once  more,  I  am  fo  well  acquaint- 
^  ed   with    his  lucky   Performances   that 

*  Way,  that  I  don't  doubt,  but  I  fhall  be 

*  tempted  to  write  to  you  again  upon  the 
'  fame  Subjedt.       He  will   not   be   like 

*  himfelf,    if  he  does  not  fhift  his  Patron 

*  as  well  as  his  Phrafes;  and  it  won't  fui^- 

*  prize  me  at  all,    if  in  the  next  Edition 

*  the  Poem  fliould  come  out  infcribed  to 

*  the  late  Treafurer  of  Ireland. 

'  But  I  believe  by  this  Time  the  Town 

*  is  tired  with  the  Vcrfes,   and  you  with 
^  the  Criticifms  of 

Tour  mojl  humble  Servant, 

Philodingle. 

■^  My  unknown  Friend  Mr.  Philodingle 
■^  has  taken  my  Province  from  me :  How- 

*  ever,  I  am  obliged  to  him  for  his  ElTay. 

*  The  bcft  Return  which  can  be  made  to 

*  an  ingenious  Man,  is  to  afford  him  frefli 

*  Matter  to   employ  his  Thoughts,    and 

*  more  Opportunities  of  (hewing  his  Saga- 

*  city.  For  this  Reafon  I  prefent  my  Bro- 
*•  ther  Examiner  with  a  Riddle,  which  was 
^  fent  me  by  a  Sage,  ftudious  of  Egyptian 
^  Knowledge,  and  much  addid:ed  to  the 
^  Hieroglyphics. 

Y  4  The 
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Tie  RIDDLE. 

PHINX  was  a  Moniler,  that  would  eat 
O  Whatev'er  Stranger  flie  could  get; 
tJnlefs  his  ready  Wit  difclos'd 
ilie  fubtle  Riddle  ilic  propos'd. 

OEdipus  was  refolv'd  to  go, 
And  try  what  Strength  of  Parts  ccu'd  do. 
Says  Sphinx,  On  this  depends  your  Fate; 
7'eII  me  what  Animal  is  that. 
Which  has  four  Feet  at  Morning  bright ; 
Has  two  at  Noon,  ;irid  three  at  Night? 
*'l"is  Man,  faid  he,  who  weak  by  Nature, 
At  firfi;  creeps  like  his  Fellow-Creature, 
Upon  all  four:  A§ Years  accrue, 
Vv'iih  fturdy Steps  he  walks  on  two: 
In  Age,  at  length,  grown  weak  and  fick. 
For  his  third  Leg  adopts  his  Stick. 

Nov/  in  your  Turn,  'tis  juft,  methinks. 
You  fliould  refolve  me.  Madam  Sphinx^ 
What  Ilranger  Creature  yet  is  he. 
Who  has  four  Legs,  then  two,  then  three; 
Then  iofes  one,  then  gets  two  more ; 
And  runs  away,  at  laft,  on  four  ? 

It  feems  as  if  Mr.  Addifon  had  begun 
his  Paper  chiefly  to  pay  his  Regard  to  Mr. 
Prior's  Remarks  and  Riddle;    the  firft 
vNumber  of  it,  which  we  here  infert,  be- 
ing dated  only  a  Week  after  them.     I  fhali 

not 
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not  interfere  in  the  Difpute  between  thefe 
Gentlemen,  farther  than  to  deal  imparti- 
ally with  both  Sides,  and  leave  the  Com- 
parifon  of  their  two  Pieces  to  the  Reader's 
Judgment. 

^he  Whig-Examiner. 

N^  I.     ^hurfday  September  14.   17 10. 

"  I  ^  H  E  Defign  of  this  Work'  is  to  Mr.  jm- 
J^  cenfare  the  Writings  of  others, >«'s  ^"- 
and  to  give  all  Perfons  a  Re- hearing,  ^^^^' 
who  have  fuffered  under  any  unjuft  Sen- 
tence of  the  Examifier.  As  that  Author 
has  hitherto  proceeded,  his  Paper  would 
have  been  more  properly  entitled  the  Ex^ 
ecutio72er :  At  leaft,  his  Examination  is 
like  that  which  is  made  by  the  Rack  and 
Wheel.  I  have  always  admired  a  Critic 
that  has  difcovered  the  Beauties  of  an 
Author,  and  never  knew  one  who  made 
it  his  Bufinefs  to  lafh  the  Faults  of  other 
Vv^riters,  that  was  not  guilty  of  greater 
himfelf ;  as  the  Hangman  is  generally  a 
worfe  Malefacflor  than  the  Criminal  that 
fufFcrs  by  his  Hand.  To  prove  what  I 
fay,  there  needs  no  more  than  to  read  the 
Annotations  which  this  Author  has  made 
upon  Dr.  Garth\  Poem,  with  the  Preface 
in  the  Front,    and  a  Riddle  at  the  End 

'of 
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^  of  them.     To  begin  with  the  iirfl :  Did 

*  ever  an  Advocate  for  a  Party  open  with 
'  fuch  an  unfortunate  AfTertion  ?    The  Col- 

*  ledlive  Body  of  the  IVhigs  have  already 
*"  engrojfed  our  Riches:    That  is,    in  plain 

*  Englifiy  the  Whigs  are  poflefs'd  of  all 
^  the  Riches  in  the  Nation.  Is  not  this 
^  giving  up  all  he  has  been  contending  for 
^  thefe  fix  Weeks  ?  Is  there  any  thing  more 
'  reaibnable,  than  that  thofe  who  have  all 
'  the  Riches  of  the  Nation  in  their  Pof- 
^  fefTion  }  or,  if  he  like?  his  own  Phrafc 
'  better,  as  indeed  I  think  it  is  ftronger, 
'  that  thofe  who  have  already  engrolfed  our 

*  Riches,  (liould  have  the  Management  of 
'  our  public  Treafures,  and  the  Direction 
^  of  our  Fleets  and  Armies  ?    But  let  us 

proceed :  Their  Reprefentative  the  Kit- 
*"  Cat  have  pretended  to  make  a  Monopoly  of 
'  our  Senfe.  Well,  but  what  does  all  this 
'  end  in  r  If  the  Author  means  any  thing, 
'  it  is  this:  That  to  prevent  fuch  a  Mono- 
^  poly  of  Senfe,  he  is  refolved  to  deal  in  it 

*  himfelf  by  Retail,  and  fell  a  Pennyworth 

*  of  it  every  Week.      In    what  follows;, 

*  there  is  luch  a  fliocking  Familiarity  both 

*  in  his  Railleries  and  Civilities,  that  one 
^  cannot  long  be  in  doubt  who  is  the  Aa- 

*  thor.     The  remaining  Part  of  the  Pre- 

*  face  has  fo  much  of  the  Pedant,  and  fo 

*  litde  of  the  Converfation  of  Men  in  it, 

*  that  I  ihall  pafs  it  over,  and  haflen  to  the 
'Riddles.  'The 
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*  The  firft  Part  of  this  little  myftical 
Poem  is  an  old  Riddle,  which  v/e  could 
have  told  the  Meaning  of,  had  not  the 
Author  given  himfelf  the  Trouble  of 
explaining  it;  but  as  for  the  Expofition 
of  the  fecond,  he  leaves  us  altogether  in 
the  Dark.  The  Riddle  runs  thus :  What 
Creature  is  it  that  walks  upon  four  Legs 
in  the  Mornings  two  Legs  at  JSIoony  and 
three  Legs  at  Night  ?  This  he  folves,  as 
our  Forefathers  have  done  for  theie  two 
thoufand  Years ;  and  not  according  to 
Rabelais^  who  gives  another  Reafon  why 
a  Man  is  faid  to  be  a  Creature  with  three 
Legs  at  Night.  Then  follows  the  fe- 
cond Riddle  :  What  Creature^  fays  he, 
is  it  that  Jirjl  iifes  four  Legs^  then  two 
Legs,  then  three  Legs ;  then  lojes  Ofie 
Legy  then  gets  two  Legs y  and  at  lafl  rum 
away  upon  four  Legsf  Were  I  difpofed 
to  be  fplenetic,  I  fliould  ask  if  there  was 
any  thing  in  the  new  Garland  of  Riddles 
fo  wild,  fo  childifh,  or  fo  flat :  But  tho* 
I  dare  not  go  fo  far  as  that,  I  fhall  take 
upon  me  to  fay,  that  the  Author  has 
ftolen  hisHint  out  of  the  Garland,  from 
a  Riddle  which  I  was  better  acquainted 
with  than  the  Nile  when  I  was  but 
twelve  Years  old.  It  runs  thus:  Riddle 
my  Riddle  my  Ree,  what  is  this?  Two 
Legs  fat  upon  three  Legs,  and  held  one 
Leg  in  her  Hand-,   in  came  four  Legs, 

'  a?id 
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*  and Jhatcfj d away  one  Leg-,    up  Jlarted 
«  two  Legs,  andjiujig  three  Legs  at  four 

*  Legs,    and  brought  one  Leg  back  again. 

*  This  Enigma,  joiii'd  with  the  foregoing 

*  two,  rings  all  the  Changes  that  can  be 

*  made  upon  four  Legs.     That  I  may  deal 

*  more  ingenuoully  with  my  Reader  than 
«  the   above-mentioned    Enigmatift    has 

*  done,  I  fhall  prefent  him  with  a  Key  to 
*-  my  Riddle;  which  upon  Application  he 

*  will  find  exadlly  fitted  to  all  the  Words 

*  of  it :    One  Leg  is  a  Leg  of  Mutton  ; 

*  two  Legs  is  a  Servant-Maid,    named  fo 

*  from  the  Number  of  her  Legs ;    three 

*  Legsis  a  Joint- Stool,  which  mihs  Sphmx'^ 
.  *  Country  was  called  a  Tripode ;    as  four 

'  Legs  is  a  Dog,  who  in  all  Nations  and 

*  Ages  has'  been  reckoned  a  Quadruped. 

*  We  have  now  the  Expofition  of  our  firffc 

*  and  third  Riddles  upon  Legs  j  let  us  here, 

*  if  you  pleafe,  endeavour  to  find  out  the 
'  Meaning  of  our  fecond,    which  is  thus 

*  in  the  Author's  Words: 

What  flr anger  Creature  yet  is  he, 
'That  has  four  Legs,  then  two,  then  three  j 
Tbe7i  lofes  one,  then  gets  two  more^ 
And  runs  away  at  lajl  on  four  f 

*  This  Riddle,  as  the  Poet  tells  us,  was 

*  propofed  by  OEdipus  to  the  Sphinx,  after 

*  he  had  given  his  Solution  to  that  which 

*  the 
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the  Sphinx  had  propofed  to  him.  This 
Oedipus^  you  muft  underhand,  tho'  the 
People  did  not  believe  it,  was  Son  to  a 
King  of  Thebes,  and  bore  a  particular 
Grudge  to  the  Treafurer  of  that  King- 
dom ;  which  made  him  fo  bitter  upon 
His  Lordfhip  in  this  Enigma. 

What  fir  anger  Creature  yet  is  he, 

That  has  Jour  Legs,  then  two,  then  three? 

By  which  he  intimates,  that  this  great 
Man  at  Thebes  being  weak  by  Nature, 
as  he  admirably  exprefies  it,  could  not 
walk  as  foon  as  he  was  born,  but,  like 
other  Children,  fell  upon  all  four  when 
he  attempted  it ;  that  he  afterwards  went 
upon  two  Legs,  like  other  Men  ;  and 
that  in  his  more  advanced  Age,  he  got 
a  white  Staff  in  Queen  "Jocajias  Court, 
which  the  Author  calls  his  third  Leg. 
Now  it  fo  happened  that  the  Treafurer 
fell,  and  by  that  Means  broke  his  third 
Leg,    which  is  intimated  by  the  next 

Words,    Then  lofes  one, Thus  far  I 

think  we  have  travelled  thro'  the  Riddle 
with  good  Succefs. 

What  jlranger  Creature  yet  is  be,^ 
That  has  four  Legs,  then  two  ^  then  three? 
Then  loj'es  one' ^ — 

'■  Bui 
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^  But  now  comes  the  Difficulty  that  has 
^  puzzled  the  whole  Town,  and  which  I 
^  muft  confefs  has  kept  me  awake  for  thefe 
^  three  Nights: 

T^hen  gets  two  fnore^ 


And  rum  away  at  laft  on  four, 

^  I  at  lafl  thought  the  Treafurer  of  Hhehes 
'  might  have  walk'd  upon  Crutches,    and 

*  fo  ran  away  on  four  Legs,  mz.  two  na- 

*  tural  and  two  artificial.  But  this  I  have 
'  no  Authority  for ;  and  therefore  upon 
'  mature  Confideration  do  find  that  the 
'  y\fov6s[nengets  two  more)  are  only  Greek 
'  Expletives,  introduced  to  make  up  the 
'  Verfe,  and  to  fignify  nothing ;  and  that 

*  runs^  in  the  next  Line,  fhould  be  rides, 
'  I  fhall  therefore  reftore  the  true  antient 
'  Reading  of  this  Riddle  -,  after  which  it 
^  will  be  able  to  explain  itfelf. 

OEdipus  fpeaks : 

Now  in  your  Turn,  'tis  jufi,    methinh^ 
Tou  fioud  rejohe  me.  Madam  Sphinx, 
What  Jlranger  Creature  yet  is  he. 
Who  has  four  Legs,  then  two,  then  three  ^ 
Then  lofes  one,  then  gains  two  more. 
And  rides  away  at  lajl  on  four  "^ 

'  I  muft   now  inform  the  Reader,    that 

*  Thebes  was  on  the  Continent,  fo  that  ic 

'  was 


Mr.  PRIOR' J  Negotiations,         335 

*  was  eafy  for  a  Man  to  ride  out  of  his 

*  Dominions  on  Horfeback;  an  Advantage 

*  that  a  BritiJ}:)  Statefman  would  he  de- 
^  prived  of.  If  lie  would  run  av/ay,  he 
^  muft  do  it  in  an  open  Boat ;    for  to  fay 

*  fo  of  an  RngUfldman  in  this  Senfe,  that  he    • 
'  runs  away  on  all  four,  wou'd  be  as  ab- 

^  furd  as  to  fay,    he  clapped  Spurs  to  his 

*  Horfe  at  St.  'James's  Gate,  and  gallop'd. 
'  away  to  the  Hague, 

'  Before  I  take  my  Farewel  of  this  Sub- 
'  je(ft,    I  fhall  advife  the  Author  for  the 

*  future  to  fpeak  his  Meaning  more  plainly. 
^  I  allow  he  has  a  happy  Talent  at  Dog- 
^  grel,  when  he  writes  upon  a  known  Sub- 

<  ]t&..  Where  he  tells  us  in  plain  intelli- 
^  gible  Language,  how  Conjcas  Ladle  was 

*  loft  in  one  Hole,  and  Ham  Carvel's,  Fin- 
^  ger  in  another,  he  is  very  jocular  and 
*•  diverting ;  but  when  he  wraps  a  Lam- 
'  poon  in  a  Riddle,  he  muft  confider  that 

<  his  Jeft  is  loft  to  every  one  but  the  few 

*  merry  Wags  that  are  in  the  Secret.  This 
'  is  making  darker  Satires  than  ever  Per- 
^  Jilts  did.     After  this  curfory  View  of  the 

*  Examiner's  Performance,  let  us  confider 

*  his  Remarks  upon  the  Doctor's.  That 
'  general  Piece  of  Raillery  which  he  p^if- 

,_  ^  fes    upon  the  Doctor's    confidering  the 

*  Treafure  in  feveral  different  Views,    is 

*  that  which  might  fall  upon  any  Poem 
!^  in  Waller^  or  any  other  Writer  who  has 

'  Div^fity 
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*  Diverfity  of  Thoughts  and  Allulions; 
'  And  though  it  may  appear  a  pleafant  Ri- 

*  dicule  to  an  ignorant  Reader,    is  wholly 

*  groundlefs  and  unjuft.  I  do  Hkewife  dil- 
'  Tent  with  the  Examiner ^  upon  the  Phrafes 
'  of  PaJJiom  being  poijedy  and  of  ihe  re-^ 
'  irieving  Merit  from  Dependance^  which 
'  are  very  beautiful  and  poetical.     It  is  the 

*  fame  cavilling  Spirit  that  finds  fault  with 
'  that  Expreffion  of  the  Pomp  of  Peace 
*■  amidji  the  Woes  oflVar,    as  well  as  of 

.  ^  offering  iinask'd.     As  for  the  Nile,  how 

*  Icarus  and  Phaeton  came  to  be  joined 
'^  with  it,     I  cannot  conceive.      I  muft 

*  confefs  they  have  been  formerly  ufed  to 
"^  reprefent  the  Fate  of  ra£h  and  ambitious 
'  Men ;  and  I  cannot  imagine  why  the 
'  Author  fiiould  deprive  us  of  thofe  par- 
'  ticular  Similes  for  the  future.  The  next 
'  Criticifm,  upon  the  Stars,  feems  intro- 
^  duced  for  no  other  Reafon  but  to  men- 

*  tion  Mr.  Bickerjlaff\  whom  the  Author 

*  every  where  endeavours  to  imitate  and 

*  abufe.       But  I   fhall   refer    the   Exa- 

*  miner  to  the  Frog's  Advice  to  her  litde 
'  one,  that  was  blowing  itfelf  up  to  the 
^  Size  of  an  Ox  : 

-Non  fi  Te  ruperiSf  inquif. 


Par  eris- 

'  Th^ 
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"  Irhe  Allufion  to  the  Vidim  may  be 

*  a  GalKmatias  in  Fr^«(:^  Politics,  but  is  an 

*  apt  and  noble  Allufion  to  a  true  E?igliJJ:> 

*  Spirit.     And  as  for  the  Examiner  s  Re- 

*  marks  on  the  Word  Bleed  (tho'  a  Man 
'  would  laugh  to  fee  impotent  Malice  fo 

*  little  able  to  contain  itfelf)  one  cannot 

*  but  obferve  in  them  the  Temper  of  the 
'  Banditti  whom  he  mentions  in  the  fame 

*  Paper,  who  always  murder  where  they 

*  rob.     The  lafl  Obfervation  is  upon  the 

*  Line,  Ingratitude' s  a  Weed  of  every  Clime, 

*  Here  he  is  very  much  out  of  Hu- 

*  mour  with  the  Dod:or,  for  having  cal- 

*  led  that  the  Weed  which  Dryden  only 

*  terms  the  Growth  of  every  Clime.     But, 

*  for  God-fake,  why  fo  much  Tendernefs 

*  for  Ingratitude  ? 

*  But  I  (hall  fay  no  more.      We  are 

*  now  in  an  Age  where  impudent  AfTer- 
'  tions  muft  pafs  for  Arguments:  And  I 
'  don't  queflion  but  the  fame,    who  has 

*  endeavoured  here  to  prove,  that  he  who 
'  wrote  the  Dijpenfary  was  no  Poet,  will 
'  very  fuddenly  undertake  to  fhew,    that 

*  he  who  gained  the  Battle  of  Blenbeifn  is 

*  no  General. 

Mr.  Addifon  publifhed  only  five  Num- 
bers of  the  Whig  Examiner.     The  fecond 
and  fourth  are  in  Anfwer  to  Lord  Boling- 
broke\  Letter  to  the  Examiner  ^  but  I  mult 
Z  not 
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not  infert  them  for  want  of  Room.  HcJ 
i&  afterwards  faici  to  have  aflifted  Mr.  Man- 
<waring,  Mr.  Steele^  Dr.  Bare,  Mr.  Old- 
mixon,  and  others,  in  carrying  on  the  Med- 
ley^ a  Paper  which,  as  it  was  intended 
only  for  an  Anfwer  to  the  Exam'mer,  was 
dropped  the  next  Week  after  it,  in  Augufl 
171 1.  I  {hall  only  obferve  of  thefe  two 
Rivals,  that  the  Examiner  was  thought  in 
general  to  have  much  the  moft  Wit. 

The  Inclinations  of  the  new  Miniflers 
were  fo  cftedually  made  known  to  the 
French  Court,  that  the  Marquis  de  T^orc)\ 
at  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  171 1,  tranf- 
mitted  to  England  the  following  Propo- 
fitions,  which  were  dated  'the  2 2d  of 
ApriL 

The  firii  '      A    S  it  is  not  to  be  doubted  but  the 


ons 


of 


;a 


I'ropofiti-  f     H\     p^jj-jCT  is  in  a  Condition  to  main< 


France.  *  tain  the  War  with  Glory  ;  fo  it  cannot 
be  efteemed  a  Sign  of  Weaknefs,  that 
His  Majefty  breaks  the  Silence  that  he 
has  kept  fince  the  Separation  of  the  Con- 
ferences of  Gertriiydenburgh  \  and  that 
before  the  Opening  of  the  Campaign, 
he  flill  gives  new  Proofs  of  the  Defire 
that  he  has  always  preferved  to  procure 
the  Re-eflablifliment  of  the  Repofe  of 
Eurcpc:  But  after  the  Experience  he 
has  made  of  the  Sentiments  of  thofe 
who  now  govern  the  Republic  of  Hoi- 

*  landy 
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*  land^  and  of  their  Induftry  to  render  the 
'  Negotiations  fruiilefs,  he  is  willing,  for 
'  the  Public  Good,  to  addrefs  to  the  Eng- 

*  lijh  Nation  the  Propofitions  that  he  thinks 

*  fit  to  make  to  end  the  War,  and  firmly 

*  to   fecure   the  general   Tranquillity  of 

*  Chriftendom, 

*  It  is  with  this  View,    that  the  King 
'  offers  to  treat  of  Peace  upon  the  B^iiis 

*  of  the  following  Conditions. 

I.  *  That  the  EnglijJ^  (hall  have  real 

*  Securities  to  exercife   their  Commerce 

*  hert after  in  Spain ^  to  the  Indies^  and  in 
'  the  Ports  of  the  Mediterranean, 

II.  *  The  King  will  agree  to  form  In 

*  the  how  Countries  a  fufiicient  Barrier  for 

*  the  Security  of  the  Republic  of  Holland; 

*  and  this  Barrier  (hall  be  agreeable  \oRng- 

*  latid^    and   to  the  good  liking  of   the 

*  Englijh ;  his  Majefty  promifing,  at  the 
'  fame  Time  an  entire  Liberty  and  Secu- 

*  rity  for  the  Commerce  of  the  Dutch, 

III.  *  Reafonable  Means  (liall  be  fm- 
'  cerely  and  bond  fide  fought  out  for,    to 

*  fatisfy  the  Allies  of  England  and  Holland. 

IV.  *  As  the  good  State  of  the  Affairs 
'  of  the  King  of  Spain  furnifhes  new  Ex- 

*  pedients  to  end  the  Difference  touching 

Z  2  *  that 
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*  that  Moinrchy,  and  to  regulate  it  to  the 

*  Content  of  the  Parties  interefted,    fin- 

*  cere  Endeavours  (hall  be  ufed  to  fur- 

*  mount  the  Difficulties  railed  on  this  Oc- 
«  cadon,  and  to  fecure  the  State,  the  Com- 
'  merce,  and  generally  the  Interefls  of  all 
'  the  Parties  engaged  in  the  prefent  War. 

V.  *  The  Conferences  to  treat  of  the 
'  Peace  upon  the  Bafis  of  thefe  Condi- 
'  tions  fliall  be  immediately  opened,    and 

*  the  Plenipotentiaries  that  the  King  (hall 

*  nominate  to  affift  thereat,    (liall   treat 

*  with  thofe  of  'England  and  Holland  alone, 

*  or  jointly  with  thofe  of  their  Allies,  at 

*  the  Choice  of  England, 

VI.  '  His  Majefly  propofes  the  Cities 

*  of  Aiic  la  Chapelle  and  Leige  for   the 

*  Place  where  the  Plenipotentiaries  fliall 

*  be  affembled,  referring  it  to  England  to 

*  chufe  one  of  thofe  two  Cities  to  treat 
'  therein  of  the  general  Peace.     Given  at 

*  Marli  the  twenty-fecond  Day  of  Aprils 
'   1711. 

De  Torcv. 


Jpyil  27,       Mr.  Secretary  St.  John  tranfmlts  thefe 
'7iJ^-Spropofitions  to  'LorA  Raby^    the  Queen's 
Ambaffador    at    the   Hagiie^    with  Or- 
ders to  communicate  them  to  the  Pen- 
•     '  ,  >  fionarv, 
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fionary,  *  to  aiTure  that  Minifler  the  Queen 

*  was  refolved  in  making  Peace,     as  in 

*  making  War,  to  acfl  in  perfed:  Concert 

*  with  the  States  ;  and  defires  the  Secret 

*  may  be  kept  among  as  few  as  poflible. 

*  He  confeffes  that  the  Terms  of  the  fe- 

*  veral  Proportions  are  very  general ;  that 
'  there  is  an  Air  of  Complaifance  fhewn 

*  to  Engla?2dy  and  the  contrary  to  Hc/Z^w^, 

*  which  might  be  of  ill  Confequence,  but 

*  can  be  of  none,    as  long  as  the  Queen 

*  and  States  take  Care  to  underftand  each 

*  other,    and  to  adt  with  as  little  Referve 

*  as  becomes  two  Powers  fo  nearly  allied 

*  in  Interefl:    And  defires  the  Penlionary 

*  to  be  affured,    that  this  Rule  fhall  on 
'  our  Part  be  inviolably  obferved.' 

Lord  Rahy  by  his  Letters  to  Mr.  St.  May  25 
Jolmy  in  anfwer  to  thefe  Orders  and  Af.  and  26, 
ibrances,  acquaints  him,  '  That  the  Pen-  ''  '^' 

*  fionary  had,    with  thofe  of  that  State 

*  who   had    been  formerly  employed  in 
'  the  'Negotiations  of  Peace,    confidered 

*  Monfieur  de  Torcys  Propofitions,    and 

*  the  obliging  Manner  in  which  Her  Ma- 

*  jefly  was  pleafed  to  communicate  them: 

*  That  they   thanked  Her   Majefty   for 

*  Her  Confidence  in  them,    and  afiure 

*  Her,  that  theirs  is  reciprocal;  and  that 

*  as  Her  Majefty  had  promifed,  fhe  will 

*  make   no  Step  towards  a  Peace  but  in 

*  Concert  with  them,  they  defire  fhe  may 

Z  3  *  be      ■ 
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be  aflured  of  the  fame  on  iheir  Part  5 
and  that  they  will  make  no  Step  in  that, 
or  any  otherKind  of  Negotiation,  which 
regards  the  mutual  Interefts  of  both  Na- 
tions, but  in  Communication  and  Con- 
cert with  her  Majefly.  They  urge  the 
Neceffity  of  an  entire  Confidence  one 
with  the  other,  at  this  criiical  Juncture  ; 
they  declare  themfelves  weary  of  the 
"War,  which  they  endeavour  to  conceal 
from  the  Enemy,  left  he  fliould  make 
his  Advantage  by  it  j  and  that  they  are 
ready  to  join  in  any  Meafures,  which 
Her  Majefty  fliall  think  proper,  to  ob- 
tain a  good  Peace.  But  they  look  upon 
thefe  Propofitions  as  yet,  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  the  Secretary  does,  to  be  very 
dark  and  general,  and  defigned  to  create 
Jealoufies  between  Her  Majefty,  that 
Republic,  and  the  Allies;  but  they  de- 
pend upon  Her  Majeftv's  Jiiftice  and 
Prudence,  to  prevent  any  fuch  ill  EfFed:, 
and  hope  fhe  will  make  the  French  ex- 
()lain,  more  particularly,  the  feveral 
Points  contained  in  them'. 
Lord  i?^/^;' concludes,  '  That  he  thought 
it  advifeable,  and  neceffary,  to  go  open 
with  the  States  in  this  Matter  of  the  Pro- 
pofitions; acquaints  the  Secretary  that 
all  the  Letters  from  Fnuice  agreed,  that 
all  the  Hopes  the  French  had  was  to  fow 
Jealoufies  among  the  Allies.'  And  re- 
peats 
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peats  his  Advice,  '  That  we  muft  ad  cau- 
'  tioully  wirh  the  States,    that  they  may 

*  have  no  Reafon  to  acciile  us,    for  taking 

*  the  leaR-  Meafures  without  them/ 

But  it  was  not  long  before  Mr.  Secretary 
^t.  'John  prepared  his  Excellency  to  have 
other  Sentiments  of  the  Manner  of  car- 
rying on  this  Negotiation,  and  acquaints  ii%  29. 
him  with  the  agreeable  News,  '  That  it 
^  was  Her  Majeily's  Pleafnre,  that  his  Ex- 

*  cellency  fliould  make  all  poffible  Hade 
'  to  come  over,  fince  her  Service  may  bet- 
:«  ter  difpenfe    with   his  Abfence   at  this 

*  Point  of  Time,  than  it  will  perhaps  do 
'  at  another,  and  fince  we  muft  now  ex- 

*  peel  to  have  very  foon  upon  the  Tapis^ 
^  many  Intrigues,  concerning  which  the 
'  Queen  thinks  it  expedient  that  he  (liould 

*  confer  with  the  Minifters  here  j  acquaints 
^  him,  that  Her  Majefly  defigned,  upon 
'  his  Arrival,  to  give  him  the  *  Promotion 
'  in  the  Peerage,  which  he  had  defired. 
'  And  then,  that  his  Excellency  might  be- 
'  gin  to  have  fome  Notions  agreeable  to 

'  '  the  Senfe  of  our  Minifters,  Mr.  St.  John, 
'  in  anfwer  to  fome  very  long  Letters  of 
'  his  Lordflfip's,  tell  him  in  thefe  Words, 

*  That  Britain  had  gone  fo  much  too  far 

*  in  weaving  herlnterefl  into  that  of  the 
^  Continent,    that  it  would  prove  no  eafy 

*  The  making  him  Earl  of  Strafford  ;  which  was  ac- 
cordingly done. 

Z  4  *  Task 
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'Task  to  difentangle  our  Affairs  without 

*  Tearing  or  Rending. 

June  1 6.       In  anl'wer   to  this.  Lord  Raby  writes, 
'  You  may  be  affured,  I  will  venture  any 

*  thing  and  undertake  any  thing  to  ferve 

*  the  Queen  ;    you  may  venture  boldly  to 

*  truft  me  with  the  real  Intentions,  and 

*  be   aflured,    I   will   not  make   further 

*  ufc  of  them,  than  according  to  my  In^ 

*  flrudions.'  He  tells  him,  *  If  the 
^  Thiiig  is  a(ftually  gone  no  further  than 

*  it  appears,  and  France  has  not  yet  ex- 
^  plained,    and  he  has  a  mind,    that  he 

*  fhould  come  over  for  the  Queen's  Ser- 

*  vice,  he  is  ready  to  come  in  a  Yacht, 
^  Frigate,  Packet-Boat,  or  any  Way/ 
And  concludes  in  fliorr,  '  Difpofe  of  me 
^  how  you   pleafe  ;    for  all  my  Defire  is 

*  to  ferve  her  Ma]efl:y  to  her  Satisfadion, 

*  and  I  fliall  never  grudge  any  Danger  and 
'  Pains.' 


France 


Mr.  pRi-  Things  being  thus  difpofed,  Mr.  Pi?i- 
aR  fcnt  to  OR  vvas  fcut  over  to  France  in  order  to  fet 
the  Negotiations  on  Foot.  But  as  mofl 
of  his  Papers  relating  thereto  were  either 
prudently  concealed,  or  feized  by  the  Mi- 
niftry  of  the  late  King,  we  mufi  in  many 
Places  rely  on  the  Report  of  the  Secret 
Committee^  his  profeiled  Enemies,  for  an 
Account  of  what  palled. 
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All  Tranfadtions  betwixt  England  and  oaober 
France  for  fome  Time,  except  two  or^-^*  *'"' 
three  Papers,  were,  they  affured  us,  in- 
tirely  fupprefled,  which  in  Lord  Strafford's 
Inftrudions  are  fa  id  to  have  been  carried 
on  by  Papers  fent  backward  and  forward, 
and  much  Time  fpent  therein.  The  firil 
Paper  that  was  found,  is  called.  Private 
Propofitioiu  fent  by  Mr.  Prior  from  En- 
gland.    They  here  follow. 


Saturday  the  fir ji  of  July,   171 1. 

I'^HAT  the  Man  was  to  be  fent  Private 
over  To-morrow  for  a  final  An-  P^opofiti- 
^  ons  lent  to 

Iwer.  Prance  by 

'  That  we  would  make  no  Peace  but  ^^r.  Pri- 
what  fliould  be  to  the  Satisfadion  of  all  °^" 
our  Allies  5  that  the  "Dutch  fliould  have 
a  Barrier,  the  Emperor  one  for  their  Se- 
curity, and  the  Duke  of  Savoy  one; 
and  that  he  fliould  have  reflored  all  that 
was  put  into  his  Pofleffion  by  the  Em- 
peror ;  and  that  the  French  fliould  re- 
itore  all  they  had  taken  from  him  ;  and 
that  he  fliould  have  what  other  Addition 
fliould  be  thought  proper  j  and  that 
Care  fliould  be  taken  to  keep  the  Ba- 
lance in  Italy ;  and  that  we  fliould  have 
pofitive  Affurance  that  the  Crowns  of 

*  France 
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*  France   and    Spain    {hpuld   never    be 

*  united. 

*  That  all  our  Allies  (hould  be  fatisfied 
'  according  to  their  Agreements  and  Trea^ 

*  ties  with  us. 

'  That  the  Trade  of  Holland  fhoiild  be 

*  iecured. 


In  Relaticn  to  Great  Britain  in 
particular. 

THAT  our  Trade  and  Commerce 
fhould  be  fetded  and  agreed,  on 
fuch  a  Foot  as  will  be  to  the  Satisfadion 
cf  the  Subjed-S  of  Great  Britain. 
'  That  the  Government  (hould  be  ac- 
■  knowledged  in  France^  as  it  is  now  fet- 
'  tied  in  Great  Britain, 

*  That  Gibraltar  and  Port  Mahon 
fliould  continue  in  the  PolTeffion  they 
now  are  in. 

*  That  Dunkirk  iliould  be  demolifli'd. 
'  That  the  Ajjiento  fliould  be  entirely 
in  the  Hands  of  Great  Britain  5  and  that 

'  France^  nor  no  other,  Ihould  pretend  to 
'  meddle  in  it,  but  Britain  enjoy  it  after 
^  the  Peace  as  the  French  do  now. 

'  That  A^^i£/c^;?J/<2W  fliould  be  entirely 
'  given  up  to  the  Englijh  ;  that  the  Trade 
'  of  Hudfon^  Bay  fliould  continue  in  the 

«  Hands 
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*  Hands  of  the  French  and  Englijh^  as 
'  they  are  now. 

'  And  that  all  Things  in  America  {hould 

*  continue  in  the  Poffeffion  of  thofe  they 
'  {hould  be  found  to  be  in  at  the  Con- 

*  clufion  of  the  Peace. 

'  That  all  Advantages,    or  Liberty  of 

*  Comn^erce,  that  has  been  or  fhall  be 
'  granted  to  the  French  by  the  Spaniards^ 
'  (hall  be  equally  granted  to  the  Subjedls 

*  of  Great  Britain, 

'  That  the  Secret  fhall  be  inavoidably 
'  kept,  till  allowed  to  be  divulged  by  the 
'  mutual  Confent  of  both  Parties  con- 

*  cerned. 

The  next  was  a  Paper  called,  Mr.  Pki-  Mr  Pri- 
or's Authority,  This  was  figned,  Anne  ^j^^V^"" 
K.  at  the  Top,  and  A.  R.  at  the  Bottom, 
not  counterfigned,  an*d  without  a  Date; 
and  the  Contents  were,  Mr.  Prior  is  fully 
infiniBed  and  authorized  to  communicate  to 
France  our  Preliminary  Demands^  and  to 
bring  us  back  the  An/wer. 

Thefe  two  Papers  together  were  Mr. 
Prior's  Powers  and  Inlirud:ions,  or  at 
leaft  all  that  were  given  in  by  him  on  his 
Examination  ;  but  by  an  Entry  in  Lord 
Str^ords  Book,  fubjoined  to  thefe  private 
Propolitions  carried  over  by  Mr.  Prior, 
it  appears  that  Mr.  Prior  had  Orders  to 
fee  if  France  had  full  Powers  from  Spain, 

There 
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There  is  no  Account  given  of  any  Cor- 
refpondence  with  Mr.  Prior  during  his 
Stay  in  France ;  nor  does  the  certain  Time 
of  his  Continuance  there  appear.  Upon 
jiis  Arrival  there,  Monfieur  de  Torcy  tells 
Jug.  3.  Mr.  St.  John,  *  He  faw  with  great  Plea- 
'  •  ^"       <  fare  Mr.  Prior  return  after  an  Inter- 

*  val  of   fo  many  Years ;    that  he  could 

*  have  wiflied,  he  had  had  greater  Liberty 

*  to  employ  thofe  Talents  which  he  was 

*  perfuaded  he  would  have  made  a  good 

*  Ufe  of ;  but  he  hopes  Monfieur  Mcfna^ 

*  ger  will  fupply  what  he  could  not  do.'' 
Upon  his  Return  he  w^as  attended  by  Monf. 
Mefnoger,  a  Minifter  of  FrancCy  veiled 
with  full  Powers  in  due  Form,  *  to  treat, 
negotiate,  conclude,  and  lign  with  fuch 
Miniftcrs,  as  {hould  be  authorized  in  due 
Form,  not  by  Britain  only,  but  any  of 
the  Princes  or  Eftates  then  in  adtual  War 
with  France. 

Mr.  Pri-  Mr.  Prior,  Monf.  Mefnager^  and  the 
CK  feized.  ^^j^^  Qi^altier,  were  feized  at  Canterbury 
in  their  Way  to  London,  by  Mr.  Macky 
the  Mailer  of  the  Packet-Boats,  who  had 
got  Information  of  Mr.  Prior's  Journey  : 
But  it  does  not  appear  that  they  were  long 
detained. 

That  Monf.  Mefnager^  upon  his  Arrival 
here,  frequently  conferred  with  the  Queen's 

*.rhited^%«/?3. 

MiniflerSj   j 
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Minifters,  appears  by  many  Inftancess 
but  the  fubjecfl  Matter  of  thefe  Confe- 
rences, the  Tinnes,  Places,  and  particular 
Perfons  with  whom  he  treated,  we  find 
no  Account  of,  till  the  20th  of  Septem- 
ber,  17 1 1. 

By  a  Letter  of  Mr.  Secretary  St.  John, 
then  at  London,  of  that  Date  to  the  Queen 
at  Windfor,  it  appears,  that  the  Lord  Trea- 
furer.  Lord  Chamberlain,  hovd  Dartmouth, 
and  Mr.  St.  John,  met  Monf.  Mefnager 
that  Evening  at  Mr.  Prior's  Hoiife -, 
which  Meeting,  as  Mr.  St.  John  fays, 
was  by  Order  of  the  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council;  but  feems  unknown  to 
the  Qiieen,  until  the  Secretary  acquainted 
her  with  it  by  this  Letter. 

MADAM, 

HE  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Mr.  St. 


T 


Council  met  this  Morning  at  the  Le«^'/f^ 

Cockpit,  and  diredled  the  Earl  of  Dart-  theQuei^n, 

*  mouth  and  myfelf  to  confer  with  Monf. 

*  Mefnager. 

*  We  faw  him  accordingly  this  Even- 
'  ing  at  Mr.  Prior's  Houle,   where  my 

*  Lord  Trcafurer  and  my  Lord  Chamber- 

*  lain  were  likewife  prefent. 

'  He  has  put  into  our  Hands  the  An- 
'  fwer  figned  by  the  King  of  France  \o 

*  the  Demands  lafl  fent  over  by  yourMa- 
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jefty*s  Order,  and  this  Anfwer  complifs 
with  every  Article,  except  the  Eighth  re- 
lating ioNorth- America '.^Q  find,  how- 
ever, that  we  {hall  be  able  to  compound 
this  Point,  in  the  Manner  which  your 
Majefty  fome  Time  ago  refolved  to  pafs 
it  in  ;  provided  France  gave  you  Satif- 
faction  upon  the  fcventh  Article,  as  flie 
has  now  entirely  done. 

*  The  Propofitions  which  are  to  be 
lent  into  Holland^  as  the  Foundation  of 
a  general  Treaty,  we  have  likewife  re- 
ceived from  him,  and  that  which  was 
thought  mod  liable  to  Objedlion,  has 
been  very  much  mended.  My  Lord 
Treafurer  having  however  propofed  fome 
farther  Alterations,  in  order  to  make  the 
whole  the  more  palatable  abroad;  and 
Monfieur  Mejhager  feeming  inclined  to 
agree  to  them  ;  I  am  this  Night  to  draw 
them  into  Form,  for  my  Lords  of  the 
Cpuncil  to  confider  To-morrow  Morn- 
ing. 

*  This,  Madam,  being  the  prefent  Si- 
tuation of  the  Treaty,  your  Servants  are 
unanimoufly  of  Opinion,  that  the  War- 
rant and  Full  Powers  fhould  be  prepared 
this  Night,  and  tranfmitted  to  your  Ma- 
jefty ;  by  which  Means,  if  it  be  your 
Pleafure,  the  lat.er  may  pafs  the  Great 
Seal  To-morrow. 


It! 
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*  It  is  now  fo  extremely  late,  and  I 
^  have  fo  much  Bufinefs  to  do,  which 
'  muft  of  Neceffity  be  got  ready  by  Morn- 
'  ing,  that  the  whole  Night  would  not 
'  fuffice,    if  I  was  to  engrofs  the  Inftru- 

*  ments  in  my  ownHand-writing;  I  there- 
«  fore  make  ufe  of  a  Clerk  to  tranfcribe 
'  them,  but  it  is  the  fanie  who  has  copy'd 
'  all  the  Papers  which  have  pafTcd  in  the 
"  Courfe  of  this  Negotiation. 

'  There  comes  an  exad:  Tranflation  of 

*  the  Full  Powers  in  this  Pacquet,  the 
'  Words  of  which  are  very  ample  and  ex- 

*  tenlive ;  but  they  are  agreeable  to  the 
'  Form  ufed  by  your  Majefly  upon  fuch 
'  Occafions. 

'  My  Lord  Treafurer  moved,    and  all 

*  my  Lords  were  of  the  fame  Opinion, 

*  that  Mr.  Prior  (hould  be  added  to  thofe 

*  who  are  impowered  to  fign ;  the  Reafon 
<  for  which  is,  becaufe  he  having  per- 
c  fonally  treated  with  Monfieur  de  T^orcy^ 

*  is  the  beft  Witnefs  we  can  produce  of 

*  the  Senfe  in  which  the  General  Prelimi- 

*  nary 'Engagements  are  entered  into  :  Be- 
'  fides  which,  as  he  is  the  beft  vers'd  in 

*  Matters  of  Trade  of  all  your  Majefty's 
•*  Servants  who  have  been  trufted  in  this 

*  Secret,  if  you  (hall  think  fit  to  employ 
;*  him  in  the  future  Treaty  of  Commerce, 

*  it  will  be  of  Confequence  that  he  has 
'f  been  a  Party  concerned  in  concluding 

'  that 
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'  that  Convention,    which  muft  be  the, 

*  Rule  of  this  Treaty.     The  reft  of  the?>^ 
<  Plenipotentiaries  are  all  thofe  who  have 

*  the  Honour  to  fit  in  your  Majefty's  Ca- 

*  binet-Council,  which  my  Lords  under- 

*  ftood  to  be  your  Majefty's  Pleafure. 

*  The  OJieud  Mail,  which  arrived  laft 

*  Night,  brought  no  News. 

I  am^  MADAM^  Sec, 

H.  St.  John. 


At  this  Meeting,  the  Letter  informs  uSj 
Monf.  Mefnager  delivered  to  the  BritiJJj 
Minifters  the  Anfwer,  figned  by  the  King 
of  France^  to  the  Demands  laft  fent  over 
by  Ertglafidj  which  Demands  and  Anfwer 
were  made  the  Secret  Preliminary  Articles 
betwixt  Great  Britain  and  France^  and 
:^ept.  27,  were  figned  as  fuch  by  Monf.  Mefnager 
*  ^ ^ ' *  on  the  Part  of  France ^  and  the  Acceptation 
of  them  by  Lord  Dartmouth^  and  Mr.  St. 
yolMy  on  the  Part  of  Great  Britain, 

And  as  Mr.  St.  John,  in  this  Letter, 
reprefents  it  to  the  Queen,  as  the  unani- 
mous Opinion  of  her  Servants  then  prt- 
fent,  that  a  Warrant  and  Full  Powers 
ftiould  be  prepared  that  Night,  and  tranf- 

mitted 
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rnitted  to  HerMajefty  to  be  figned,  in  or- 
der to  pafs  the  Great  Seal  the  next  Day  ; 
whereby  thePerfons  therein  named,  among 
whom  was  Mr,  Prior,  were  to  be  con- 
ftituted  Plenipotentiaries,  to  meet  and  treat 
with  Monfieur  Mefnager ;  a  Warrant  was 
accordingly  prepared,  and,  with  a  Tran- 
flation  of  the  Full  Powers,  fent  to  the 
Queen. 

This  Warrant  under  the  Signet  appears 
figned  by  the  Queen,  directing  the  Lord 
Keeper  to  affix  the  Great  Seal  to  an  In- 
ftrument  thereunto  annexed,  containing 
her  Commiffion  to  himfelf,  and  others, 
therein  named,  to  meet  and  treat  with  the 
Sieur  Mefnager  :  But  it  does  not  appear, 
that  any  iiichlnftrument  did  pafs  the  Great 
Seal,  the  Warrant  remaining  not  counter- 
figned,  and  endorfed,  Noi  ufed. 

On  the  fame  Day  that  the  fpecial  Pre- 
liminaries betwixt  GreatBritain  ^^ndiFrance 
were  figned,  another  Set  of  General  Pre- 
liminaries on  the  Part  of  France  was 
figned  by  Monfieur  Mefnager  only ;  which 
Mr.  St.  John,  in  his  Letter  to  the  Queen, 
fays,  were  to  be  fent  into  Holland^  as  the 
Foundation  of  a  general  Peace  5  in  which 
my  Lord  Treafurer  had  made  fome  Altera- 
tions, to  make  the  whole  more  palatable 
abroad.  And  on  the  fame  Day,  a  feparate 
Article  was  figned  in  Favour  of  the  Duke 
of  Savoy, 

A  a  From 
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From  this  Time  a  perfect  Confidence 
was  eftablifhed  between  the  two  Miniftries 
of  E?7gland  and  France-,  and  in  the  Letters 
written  in  the  Month  of  OBober,  a  mu- 
tual Sincerity  is  recommended  and  engaged 
for,  and  that  a  perfedl  Unanimity  be  main-? 
tained  for  accomplifhing  the  Work  in 
hand, 

Lord  Strafford'^  Inftrudlions  in  order 
to  his  immediate  Returti  mto  Holland  v/erc 
now  preparing,  and  dated  OB.  i.  O.  S. 
17 1 1.  And  as  an  early  Proof  of  the  Con- 
fidence which  Mr.  St.  John  repofed  in 
the  French  Minifter,  he  acquaints  Monf. 
pji.z.O.S.  de  Torcy  by  Letter,  that  the  Earl  of  Straf-^ 
ford  was  going  for  Holland  ^  and  fays, 
'  YourMiniiler,  (meaning  Monfieur  M^- 
^  nagery     who   was  then   going  back  to 

*  France^  and  carried  this  Letter,)  is  fully 
'  informed  in  what  the  Earl  of  IStrafford 

*  is  to  propofe  to  the  States.' 

Lord  Strafford's  chief  Bufinefs  was  to 
deliver  to  the  States  the  Propolltions  ligned 
by  Monfieur  Mejhager,  as  the  Foundation 
of  a  General  Peace,  and  as  the  whole  of 
what  had  been  tranfad:ed  ;  and  to  ac- 
quaint them,  that  France  had  propoled  i 
Utrecht  Nimeguen,  Atx  la  Chape Le,  or  1 
Liege,  to  be  tiic  Place  for  opening  the 
Coriferences :  To  prefs  the  States  to  fix  upon 
one  of  thefe  Places,  and  immediately  to 
grant  Pallports  to  tiie  French  Plenipoteqr 

tiarie^ 
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tiarics  to  come  thither,  and  open  the  Ge« 
neriil  Conferences. 

Theie  Propofitlons,  fo  very  general,  did 
exrremtlv  alaim  the  States,  as  not  being, 
in  thfir  Opinion,  a  fufficient  FimnJation 
upon  which  a  Negotiation  might  he  ha- 
zarded. 

Tney  (ent  over  Monficur  Buys  to  Inter- 
cede with  her  Majefty  to  alter  her  Refolu- 
tions :  Tiiey  made  the  (jnr\Q  Rtprefcnta- 
tions  to  the  Earl  of  Strafford-,  but  all  to 
no  Purpofe.  For,  as  Mr.  St.yohn  declared 
in  a  Letter  to  my  Lord  Strnffordy  *  Cer-  q?  g, 
'  tain  it  is  that  her  Majefty  has   fo  far 

*  determined  upon  her  Meafures,  that 
^  thofe  will  deceive  themfelves  who  may 

*  imagine  by  Delay  or  other  Artifices  to 

*  break  them.*  And  again  *  the  Queen  wWl^r^v.  2. 

*  not  finally  concert  a  Plan  for  the  Pro- 
'  fecution  of  the  War  with  the  States, 
'  until  they  join  with  her  in  agreeing  to 

*  open  the  Conferences  of  Peace.'  And 
Lord  Strafford  acquaints  Mr.   St.  "John^  Ko-j.  15. 

*  That  he  had  now  told  themHerMajefly 's 

*  Order  to  him  was  to  declare.  That  flie 
'  (liould  look  upon  any  Delay  as  a  Refufal 

*  to  comply  with  her  Propoiitions. 

In  thefe  Circumllances  the  Dutch  at 
iaft  comply  to  grant  the  Pafl'ports,  and  a- 
gree  to  open  the  General  Conferences  at 
the  Time  fixed  by  the  Queen,  January 
the  ift,   1711-J2. 

Aa  2  The 
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The  Pveprefentations  made  by  the  States, 
on   both  Sides  the  Water,    did  however 
make  fome  Impreflions,    as  is  evident  by 
a  Memorial  delivered  by  Mr.  St.  Jolm  to 
Oa.  29.    the  Abbot  GniiUu'r,  and  by  Mr.  St.John?> 
Letrer  to  Monficnr  de  Torcy  that  accom- 
panied it:  Yet  it  IS  intheMemorial  declared, 
'  That  the  Qiieen  remains  fi  m   in  her 
'  firflRefoluaon  ofcatifing  the  Conferences 
'  to  be  opened  upon  the  Articles  figned  by 
'  Mov\(i^nv Mtjnager'     The  fame  Memo- 
rial declares,   '  it  was  ablbluiely  neceffary 
'  that   the  mod:  Chriftian   King   fl^iOuld 

*  give  to  Her  Majelly,    the  Qiieen,    fach 
'   Explications  of  his  Intentions  in  refp-  dt 

*  to  the  panicular  Interefls  of  the  Alhe?, 

*  which  he   fhall  think  proper  to  engage 
'  them  to  come  more  eafily  into  the  ge- 

*  neral  Negotiation. 

The  Return  made  by  France  was  con- 
tained in  a  Paper  called,  Anfwer  to  the 
Kq'v.  18.  Memorial  brought  by  Monfieur  Gaulrier. 
This  Memorial  is  accompanied  with  a 
Letter  from  Moniieur.^^  'Itorcy  to  Mr.  St. 
yobn^  of  the  fune  Date,  wherein  he  tells 
him,   '  His  Majedy  wholly  depends  upon 

*  the  Secrecy  and  good  Ufe  you  will  make 

*  of  the  enrire  Confidence  he  teftifies  to 

*  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain  j  and  the 
'  King  of  France  extols  the  Firmnefs  of 
*■  the  Queen,  and  fees  with  great  Pleafure 

*  the  new  Marks  of  Refoludon  fhe  Ihews/ 

Purfuant 
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Purfuant  fo  the  Refolution  of  the  Srate?- 
General  upon  the  preffing  Inftances  of  the 
Quf-en,  Paffports  for  the  French  Plenipo- 
tentiaries were  fent  to  Monfieur  Buy^^  and 
dehvered  to  Mr.  St.  yobn.  Utrecht  was 
agreed  upon  here,  to  be  the  Place  for  the 
general  Conferences. 

The  Bifhop  o^BriJioI,  then  Lord  Privy-  Plenipo- 
Seal,  and  the  Earl  oi  Strafford,  were  ap- ™;;"d^. 
pointed  Her  Majefty's  Plenipotentiaries. 
And  Z)fCf//2^^r  the  23d,  1711,  Her  Ma- 
jefty's  Inftrudlions  to  her  faid  Plenipoten- 
tiaries were  fettled  and  figned,  wherein 
the  Plenipotentiaries  are  ordered,    '  That 

*  if  it  fhall  be  thought  proper  to  begin  by 

*  the  Difpofition  of  the  Spamjlo  Monar- 
'  chy,    you  are  to  in  lift  that  the  Security 

*  and  reafonable  Satisfidion  which  the 
'  Allies expedlj  and  which  his  moft  Chiif- 
'  tian  Majefty  has  promifed,  cannot  be 
'=  obtained,  if  Spain  and  the  Wejl-Indies 
'  be  allotted  to  any  Branch  of  the  Houfe 

*  of  Bourbon'  So  that  hitherto  the  Qu,een 
thought  fit  to  declare,  in  ail  public  Ads, 
that  Spain  and  the  PVeft-Indies  ought  by 
no  Means  to  be  left  in  the  PofTeffion  of 
the  Houfe  of  B'Gurbon. 

On  the  15th  oi  January,   ly  11-12.,  the  They 
Britijh  Plenipotentiaries  arrive  at  Utrecht^^^^^^l^^ 
wiio  by  their   general  Inftrudiions  being 
ordered  to  concert  Meafurts  with  the  Mi- 
nifters  of  the  Allies,  and  at  the  Beginning 
A  a  3  purfuing 
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Jan.  31.  purfuing  thefe  Diredtions ;    Monfieur  de 

*7i2-       T^orcy  writes  to  Mr.  «S/.  'John^    and  tells 

him,  '  He  perceives  there  was  net  fo  per- 

'  fed:  a  Confidence   efiablifhed   between 

*  the  *   Plenipotentiaries  of  France  and 

*  Great  Britain^  as  was  to  be  defired:  He 

*  believes  therefore  he  will  think  it  pro- 
'   per  to  fend  to  the  Bifhop  of  Briftol  and 

*  the  Earl  of  Strafford  more  precife  In* 

*  {Ifpdions,    conctrning  the  Manner,    ia 

*  uhich  they  were  to  concert  their  Pro- 

*  ceerlings  with  the  King's  Plenipoten-^ 
'  tisri^s.'     And  in  the  Anfwer  to  the  Me- 

,    ^  nr;f;rial  fent  by  Moi;fieur  Gaultier^    it  is 
^  declared,  *  The  principal  Order  that  the 

*  King  had  given  to  his  Plenipotenriaries, 

*  when  they  fet  out  for  Utrecht^  was  to 
<  eftablifli  a  ftridl  Intimacy  between  them 

*  and  the  Minifters  of  the  Queen  of  Great 

*  Britain.^ 
I  fhould  exceed  the  Bounds  I  have  pre-^ 

fcribed  myfelf,  fnould  I  infert  all  that  palled 
in  this  remarkable  Congrefs,  and  which  is 
already  fufficiently  public.  In  what  fol- 
lows therefore,  I  fliall  confine  myfelf  to 
the  more  private  Negotiations  that  v/ere 
carried  on  at  the  French  Court,  in  which 
Mr.  Prior  was  immediately  concerned. 


*  The  A^arefchal  S  Vxelks,  and  the  Abbe  dc  Pjlh>:ac, 
who  ]iad  before  trecit(.'d  at  Gertrvjdsnhuygh, 

While 
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While  Matters  at  the  Congrefs  went  on 
flowly,  it  was  thought  proper  and  necef- 
fary  in  England^  that  Lord  BoUngbroke 
{hould  go  himfelf  to  France^  finally  to 
adjuft  and  fettle  ihe  great  Points  in  Difpute. 

The  Subftance  of  his  Inftru6lions  v/as.  Lord  Ba- 

*  To  remove  all  Difficulties  and  Differences  %^"'^^'^ 

*  that  might  obftrudt  the  general  Sufpen-tionsfor 

'  fion   of    Arms   between   Ejigland  andhisEmbaf- 

*  France  from   taking  Place,    or  fettline  I  ^^  , 

*  the  Treaty  of  Peace  in  fuch  a  Courfe, 

*  ias  may  bring  it  to  a  happy  and  fpeedy 
*•  Conclufion.    But  to  declare,  that  he  does 

*  not  imagine  there  will  be  any  Poffibility 

*  to  prevail  with  the  Queen   to  lign  the 

*  Peace  with  France  and  Spain^    unlefs 
^  full  Satisfadiion  be  given  to  his  Royal 

*  Highnefs  the  Duke  of  Savoy,    and  un- 

*  lefs  they  can  take  him  along  with  them 

*  in  the  doing  thereof.     He  is  therefore 

*  to  take  particular  Care  to  fettle  his  Bar- 

*  rier,  and  to  procure  Sicily  for  him ;    to 
'  fettle  the  Renunciation  in  fuch  a  Man- 

*  ner,   that  there  may  be  as  Httle  Room 
'  left  as  poffible  for  Difpute  or  Delay  ; 

*  that  the  Ele(5lor  of  Bavaria  may  have 

*  Sardi?jiai,   and  be  reftored  to  his  Dom"- 

*  nions  in  the  Empire,    except  the  Upper 
'  Palatinate  and  the  firft  Eledorate ;  and 

*  when  he  has  had  Satisfadion  in  thelc 

*  Point?,  he  is  to  proceed  to  fpeak  to  fuch 

*  Articles  as  relate  particularly  to  the  In- 

A  a  4  '         *  lered 
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*  tereft  of  Great  Britain^   and  endeavour 

*  to  have  fuch  of  them,  as  there  may  ap- 

*  pear  to  be  any  Doubt  concerning,    ex- 

*  plained  in  the  moft:  advantageous  Man- 

*  ner.     And  then  he  is  to  do  his  beft  to 

*  difcover  upon  the  feveral  Parts  of  the 

*  general  Plan  of  Peace,    what  the  real 

*  JJltimatum  Q>i France snz^  be:  And  when 

*  the  Peace  between  England  and  France 

*  {hall  be  figned,    that  it  may  be  expe- 

*  dient  to  fix  the  Allies  a  Time  to  come 

*  in,  wherein  the  Queen  will  ufe  her  good 

*  Offices,  but  will  not  be  under  any  Obli- 

*  gation  to  impofe  upon   the  Allies  the 
'  Scheme  offered  by  France^    or  to  debar 

*  them  from  obtaining  better  Terms  for 

*  themfelves.' 

With  thefe  Inflrudions  Lord  Boliiig- 
hroke  went  to  France ;  and  as  to  his  Pro- 
ceedings there,  we  have  a  full  Account  of 
them  in  two  Letters  to  Lord  Dartmouth^ 
from  which  the  following  PaiTages  are  ex- 
tra(3:ed. 


His  Nego- 
tiations 
there. 


"  Monf.  de  ^orcy  and  I  began  with  the 
Interefts  of  the  Duke  of  Savoy ,  from 
whence  the  principal  Obftacle  to  the  Con- 
clufion  of  the  Sufpenfion  of  Arms  by  Sea 
and  Land  arofe,  and  after  fume  Conteftation 
have  adjufted  them  in  this  Manner. 

The  Riglit  of  this  Prince  and  of  his 
Family  to  the  Crown  of  Spain  and  the 

Indies^ 
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JndteSy  after  Philip  and  his  Defcendants, 
is  to  be  fubftituted  in  the  fame  Adls  and 
at  the  fame  Time  as  the  feveral  Renuncia- 
tions and  Settlements  are  made,  declared, 
and  confirmed,  which  are  neceifary  to  ac- 
compliili  the  Article  for  preventing  the 
Union  of  the  Two  Monarchies. 

On  the  Ceffion  of  Sidly  he  would  have 
adhered  to  the  Terms  of  his  lafl  Diipatch, 
and  urged  the  Abfurdity  of  giving  this 
Kingdom  away  till  they  were  fure  of  mak- 
ing Peace  with  Savoy.  This  Point  being 
over,  there  was  little  Difpute  about  the 
Time  when  his  Royal  Highnefs  fliall  bs 
put  into  the  adual  Polleffion  of  this  King- 
dom: We  have  fetded  it  to  be  on  the  Ra- 
tification of  a  general  Peace,  or  of  a  Peace 
between  the  Queen,  Frafijce,  Spain^  and 
Savoy, 

I  wifh  I  could  have  prevailed  on  the 
Head  of  the  Barrier  as  far  as  I  did  on  the 
other  Two;  but  itwas  impoffible,  at  lead 
it  was  fo  for  me.     Monfieur  de  'Torcy  re- 
prefented    that  Exilles,    Fe?ie/ire//es,    and 
the  Valley  of  Pragelas.^  befides  the  Refti- 
tution  of  all  which  France  is  in  Poiieffion 
of,  was  the  utmofl  which  the  King  would 
everconfent,  or  had  everconlented  to  give. 
The  next  Head  to  which  we  oroceeded, 
was  that  of  the  Renunciations  and  Settle- 
ments neceffary  to  prevent  the  Union  of 
the  Two  Crowns,  and  in  treating  of  this 

I 
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I  cannot  fay  that  I  met  with  any  Diffi- 
culty. I  gave  no  Hopes  that  any  Ex- 
pedient would  be  accepted  to  fign  the 
Peace  before  this  Article  was  entirely  ac- 
complifhed  j  though  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
propofed  that  the  Peace  {hould  not  be  de- 
layed for  it,  but  the  Ratifications  fhouldi 
He  has  (ince  confulted  Nlondtuv  Bergheyk, 
and  they  are  of  Opinion  that  a  Month's^ 
or  at  fartheft  Six  Weeks  Time,  will  fuffice 
to  pafs  all  the  Forms ;  fo  that  I  am  de- 
lired  to  recommend  the  Difpatch  of  my 
Lord  Lexington,  or  whoever  elfe  the 
Queen  (hall  think  fit  to  fend  into  Spain. 

The  Draught  of  Philip's  Adt  of  Re-^ 
nunciation,  and  the  Minutes  taken  by 
by  Monfieur  de  Torcy  and  me,  both  which 
I  tranfmit  to  ygur  Lordfliip,  will,  I  fup- 
pofe,  be  a  fufficient  Ground-work  of  In- 
ftrudions  to  thofe  whom  Her  Majefiy 
fhall  chufe  to  fend  hither  and  to  Madrid. 

The  laft  Point,  and  that  on  which  we 
had  the  warmeft  Debates,  was  concerning 
the  Eledor  of  B angaria.  Monfieur  de 
Torcy  turned  this  Matter  feveral  Ways^ 
and  made  Variety  of  Propofitions.  At 
lafi  he  refied  on  this,  that  the  Queen 
/hould  engage  to  procure  for  the  Eledtor 
the  Dutchy  and  Eled:orate  of  Bavaria^ 
cxclufive  of  the  Upper  Palatinate,  and 
the  Rank  in  the  Eled:oral  College  j  and 
that  tiis  fculd  promife  to  maintain  him 

in 
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in  the  PoiTeffion  of  theDutchies  and  Towns 
of  Luxemburg  and  Namur,  and  in  the 
Poflcffion  of  Charleroy  and  Nieuport^  un- 
til fuch  an  Equivalent  for  thefe  Countries 
and  Places  was  given  him  as  he  (hould  be 
fatisfied  with.  This  Propofition  I  pofi- 
tively  refufed  to  allent  to,  and  told  Monf. 
de  Torcy  very  plainly,  that  leaving  thele 
Towns  and  Places  in  the  Eledtor's  PofTel^ 
flon  till  he  had  fuch  an  Equivalent  as  he 
ihould  be  fatislied  with,  was  really  giving 
them  abfolutely  to  him,  which  I  knew 
Her  Majefty  neither  could  or  would  ad- 
mit :  Further,  that  Her  Majefty  would 
enter  into  no  Engagements  to  procure  any 
Thing  for  the  Elector,  or  even  to  ufe  Her 
Offices  in  his  Behalf:  But  that  Her  Ma- 
jefty would  not  oppofe  his  having  Sardhiia, 
which  Equivalent  had  been  propofed  firft 
from  hence.  This  I  let  him  know  was 
the  Sum  of  all  he  was  to  expert  from  the 
Queen,  and  your  Lordftiip  will  find  the 
Minutes  drawn  accordingly. 

The  Sufpenfion  being  now  figned,  I 
fhall,  purfuanttomy  Inftrudions,  difpatch 
Her  Majefty's  Orders  to  Sir  Jobn  yenmngs, 
to  Mr.  Chetivyjid^  and  to  the  Ofiicer  ^vho 
commands  the  Queen\sTroops  in  Catalonia, 

The  Chevalier  has  fixed  his  Departure 
on  the  firft  of  next  Month,  N.  S.  They 
propofe  that  he  fliall  retire  to  Ba?-  \  and 
they  intend  to  write  to  the  Duke  of  Lor- 

rain. 
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rahiy  to  ask  of  the  Emperor,  and  other 
Princes,  a  Security  for  his  Perfon  during 
his  Refidence  in  that  Place. 

I  enclofe  the  Convention  for  the  Ar- 
miftice  in  the  'Netherlands^  which  your 
Lordfhip  will  have  Occafion  for,  and 
which,  with  the  A6t  of  Renunciation, 
and  the  Minutes  tranfmitted  to  you,  will 
afford  fufficient  Materials  for  my  Lord 
Lexingtons  Inftrud;ions. 

As  I  intend  to  leave  this  Place  on  Wed^ 
nejday  at  fiirtheft,  it  will  be  proper  to  lofe 
no  Time  in  difpatching  a  Letter  of  Cre- 
dence to  Mr.  Prior,  to  whom  your  Lord- 
fhip  will  likewife  pieafe,  ?.s  f:)on  as  poffi- 
ble,  to  fend  the  Queen's  Ratification." 

Mr.  Pri-  It  appears  by  thefe  Extracts,  that  Mr# 
OR  left  in  Prxor  was  in  France  with  Lord  Bolingbrokey 
and  pitched  upon  to  be  left  there,  on  his 
Lordfhip's  Departure,  to  accommodate  fuch 
Matters  as  were  yet  unfettled.  He  went 
over,  as  we  learn  from  the  State  of  his  Ac- 
counts printed  at  the  End  of  this  Work, 
on  the  i^oi  Augiiji  this  Year,  and  from 
the  End  of  that  Month  had  the  Appoint- 
ments and  Authority  of  an  Ambaffador, 
though  he  did  not  alTume  the  public  Cha- 
ra(fter  till  after  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury's 
Departure  the  next  Year,  when  his  Jour- 
nal begins.  We  find  however,  in  what 
fellows,  that  the  Burthen  of  the  Embaffy 

lay 
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lay  on  him  even  during  his  Grace's  Stay, 
who  rather  gave  a  Sanation  to  it  by  his 
high  Quality,  than  contributed  to  the  Dif- 
patch  of  the  Negotiations. 

Immediately  after  Lord  Bcli?7gI;roke' s  Ar- 
rival in  England^  be  wrote  this  long  and 
remarkable  Letter  to  Mr.  Prior,  concern- 
ing the  State  of  Affairs  at  that  Time. 

September  loth,   1 7 1 2 .     O.  S , 

^  "T  WAS  equally  furprized  and  vexed  Lord  5^- 

*  J^   to  find,  that  by  the  uncouth  Way  of  ^'■^^'^'^^ 

*  explaining  the  Queen's  Senfe,    you  hadpj^ioR, 
'  been  led  to  imagine,  that  it  was  intended 

*  my  Lord  Lexington  ihould  make  any 
'  Difficulty  of  feeing  and  complimenting 
'  the  King  of  Spain  as  fuch. 

'  We  ipent  above  three  Hours  in  pen- 
^  ning  Minutes  yefterday  upon  this  Head, 

*  which  was  long  ago  adjufled.     I  fuppoie 

*  the  Inftrudions  will  be  at  laft  clear ;  but 

*  my  Lord  Lexington  having  been  prefent 

*  at  the  Debate,  his  underftanding  of  the 
'  Matter  will  make  amends  for  any  dark 
1  ambiguousArticle  which  may  be  in  them, 

'  Dartmouth  is  to   communicate    the 

*  Queen's  Orders  herein  to  you,   that  fo 

*  you  may  be  able  to  fatisiy  the  French 

*  MinifterSj  and  they  to  prepare  the  Spa-  ■ 

*  ;z//7j  Minilters :  However,  I  will  venture 

*  to  tell  you  in  a  few  Words  what  I  un- 

*  derftand 
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dcrftand  Is  to  be  the  Meafure  of  Lord 
Lexingtons  Condudt.  As  foon  as  he  ar- 
rives at  Madrid,  he  will  notify  his  Ar- 
rival to  the  Secretary  of  State  ;  he  will 
when  he  fees.thisMiniflerlet  him  know, 
that  the  Qaeen  has  fent  him  thither  to 
compliment  the  King  in  her  Name,  to 
be  a  Wiinefs  of  the  feveral  Renuncia- 
tions, and  ot^ier  Adls  requifite  to  com- 
plete the  Execution  of  the  Article  agreed 
upon  as  neceflliry  to  prevent  the  Union 
of  the  Two  Monarchies :  That  after  this, 
he  is  to  proceed  to  fettle  fuch  Matters 
of  Commerce,  and  other  Affairs  as  arc 
for  the  mutual  Intereft  of  both  Nations, 
and  fo  take  the  Charader  of  Ambaffador 
upon  him.  My  Lord  will  at  the  fame 
Time  produce  his  CredentiLils,  and  give 
the  Secretary  a  Copy  of  them  if  he  de- 
lires  it.  In  this  Conference  he  will  fur- 
ther take  Notice  of  the  feveral  Ceflions 
made  by  the  King  of  France^  in  behalf 
of  his  Grandfon  to  the  Queen,  and  will 
fpeak  of  them  as  Points  which  he  looks 
upon  to  be  concluded.  He  will  likewife 
give  a  Memorial  of  them  in  Writing, 
figned  by  himfelf,  to  the  Secretary,  and 
expedl  from  him  an  Allent  in  the  King's 
Name,  in  Writing  alfo,  and  ligned  by 
the  Secretary. 

'  This  feems  natural,  civil,  and  unex- 
ceptionable ;   hut  any  other  Sch.eme  is 

'  abliird;, 
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'  abfurd,  and  inconfiftent  with  all  the  reft 
'  of  our  Proceedings. 

*  For  God-fake,  Dear  Matt,  hide  the 
'  Nakednefs  of  ihy  Country,  and  give  the 
^  beft  Turn  thy  fertile  Brain  will  furnifh 
'  thee  with  to  the  Blunders  of  thyCountry- 
'  men,    who  are  not  much  better  Politi- 

*  cians  than  the  French  are  Poets  I 

*  I  have  writ  in  great  Hafte  a  prodi- 
'  gious  long  Letter  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy^ 
^  which,  I  believe,  he  will  fliew  you ;  but 

*  for  fear  he  (hould  not,  I  enclofe  in  this 
'  an  Extrad  of  Part  of  it,    which  relates 

*  to  a  Matter  that  has  given  Lord  Treafurer 
■  and  your  humble  Servant  no  fmall  Trou- 

*  ble  in  Cabinet.     The  Copy  of  the  Ple- 
'  nipotentiaries   Difpatch  of  the    2d    of 

*  September,    which  I  like  wife  fend  you, 

*  will  {hew  you  how  a  Difpute  now  on 

*  Foot  at  Utrecht  begun:  You  will  obferve 

*  that  their  Lordfhips  are  very  warm  in  it, 

*  and  I  can  alTure  you  we  have  thofe  who 
'  are  not  a  Jot  cooler. 

'  The  Solution  of  this  Difficulty  muft 
'  come  from  you  ;  it  is  matter  of  Manage- 
'  ment  and  Appearance,    more  than  of 

*  Subftance ;  and  the  Court  of  France  mufl 

*  be  lefs  politic  than  I  think  them  at  any 
^  Time,    and  more  unreafonable  than  I 

*  think  them  at  this  Time,    not  to  come 

*  into  a  Temperament  upon  a  Matter  un- 
s  necelTarily  (iarted,     You  mufl  begin  by 

*  making 
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*  making  Moniieur  de  Torcy  not  only  to 

*  underftand,  but  own  he  underftands  the 

*  Propofition,    which,    I  am  fure  he  re- 

*  members,  I  more  than  once  repeated  to 
'  him  when  I  was  in  France,  upon  vari- 
^  ous  Occafions,  and  which  I  have  again 
'  ftated  as  clearly  as  I  am  able.  The 
'  Queen  can  never  do  any  thing,    which 

*  lliall  look  like  a  direct  Reftraint  on  her 

*  Allies  from  demanding  what  they  judge 

*  necelTary  :  But  as  long  as  they  adt  the 

*  Part  which  they  now  do,  (he  can  very 
'  juftly  be  Pafiive  and  Neuter  as  to  their 
'  Interefls;    and  if   her  Peace  be  made 

*  before  theirs,  which  {he  will  not  delay 
^  for  them,  fhe  can  with  the  fame  Juftice 

*  leave  them  to  make  their  own  Bargain. 

*  This  is  Advantage  enough  for  FrancCy 

*  and  fach  an  one,  fairly  fpeaking,  as  a 
'  Year  ago  they  would  have  given  more 
'  than  Toiirnay  to  have  been  fure  of:  They 
'  mull  not  therefore  prefs  us  to  go  further 

/    *  than  thi?,  nor  do  any  Thing  which  may 

*  feem  contradictory  to  what  the  Queen 

*  delivered  from  the  Throne.  That  Speech 

*  they  have  always  owned  as  the  Plan  they 

*  fabmitted  to,  and  it  varies  but  little  from 

*  that  brought  hither  by  Gaultier. 

*  In  a  word,  the  Uie  which  the  French  j 

*  will  make  of  the  unaccounable  Obfti- 

*  n?.cy  of  the  Dutch  and   other  Allies,  . 

*  may  iafeveralRefpeds,  and  particularly  | 

'for 
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for  aught  I  know  in  this  Inftance  of 
Tournayj  give  them  an  Opporfunity  of 
faving  and  gaining  more  than  ihey  could 
have  hoped  for  ;  and  the  Queen  may 
in  the  prefent  Circumftances  contribute 
paffively  to  this  End,  but  a(fl:ively  flie 
never  can  in  any  Circumftances. 

*  I  think  in  my  own  Opinion^  and  I 
beheve  fpeak  the  Queen's  upon  this  Oc- 
calion,  that  it  were  better  the  French 
{hould  in  the  Courfe  of  the  Treaty  de- 
clare, that  whatever  they  intended  to 
have  given  the  Dutch,  when  the  Queen 
fpoke  from  the  Throne,  their  Condudt 
has  been  fuch,  and  the  Situation  of  Af- 
fairs fo  altered,  that  the  King  isrefolved 
to  have  Tournay  reftored  to  him  3  I  fay, 
I  believe  this  were  better,  than  to  exped: 
that  we  (liould  confent  to  an  Expolition 
of  the  Queen's  Words,  by  which  Her 
Majefty  would  yield  the  Town  up. 

*  Let  the  Conferences  begin  as.  foon  as 
they  can,  I  dare  fay,  Bufinefs  will  not 
be  very  fpeedily  dlfpatched  in  them  :  In 
the  mean  Time  we  fliall  go  on  to  ripen 
every  Thing  for  a  Conclufion  between 
Us  and  Savoy,  Fra7ice^  and  Spain ;  and 
this  is  the  true  Point  of  V*iew  which 
the  French  ought  to  have  before  their 
Eyes. 

'  You  will  be  very  {hortly  particularly 

■  and  fully  inflrudied  to  fettle  the  Article 

Bb  *  of 
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of  North  j4merica^  and  ihofe  Points  of 
Commerce  ftill  undetermined.  That 
done,  the  Minifters  may  fign  at  Utrecht^ 
as  foon  as  they  can  hear  from  Lord 
Lexington, 

*■  My  Lord  Dartmouth  writes  to  you 
concerning  a  Clamour  which  our  Mer- 
chants have  raifed,  as  if  under  Pretence 
of  not  carrying  to  Lisbon  or  Barcelona  * 
de^  Frovifiom  de  Guerre  ou  de  Bouche, 
they  fliall  be  debarred  from  their  ufual 
Traffic  of  Corn  and  Fifh,  which  at  thofe 
Places  there  are  great  Demands  for  in 
Time  of  Peace  as  well  as  in  War,  and 
without  any  Confideration  of  the  Ar- 
mies. The  Difficulty  as  to  Lisbon  feems 
to  be  removed  by  the  Fortngueze  fub- 
mitting  to  come  into  the  Sufpenfion  of 
Arms,  and  he  propoics  to  you  an  Ex- 
pedient as  to  Barcelona :  But  in  Truth, 
that  War  muft  be  ended  of  Courfe  now, 

■  fmce  the  Queen  fupports  it  no  longer, 

■  and  the  Dutch  are  re-calling  their  Fleet- 
'-  from  the  Streights.     The  Duke  of  Ar- 

■  gyle  is  going  immediately  now  away, 

■  and  the  Moment  he  comes  to  Minorca, 

•  he  draws  to  him  every  Thing  belong- 
^  ing  to  tlie  Queen  out  of  Catalo?iia :  The 
'  Imperial  Troops  muft  in  my  Opinion 

•  that  Moment  liibmit,    and  compound 

*  Provifiorii  eifher  of  Arnv  r^v  Visuals. 

'  for 
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*  for  Tranfportation  j  and  when  the  War 

*  is  at  an  End,    I  think  there  can  be  no 

*  Pretence  of  quarrelling  with  us  for  car- 

*  rying  our  Goods  to  the  People  of  the 

*  Country. 

*  It  is  now  Three  o'Clock  in  the  Morn« 
'  ing :  I  have  been  hard  at  Work  all  Day, 

*  and  am  not  yet  enough  recovered  to  bear 

*  much  Fatigue;  excufe  therefore  the  Con- 
'  fufednefs  of  this  Scroll,    which  is  only 

*  from  Harry  to  Matt,  and  not  from  the 

*  Secretary  to  the  Minifter. 

*  Your  Credentials  of  Minifler  Pleni- 
^  potentiary  will  be  fent  you,  together  with 

*  your  Full  Powers,  by  the  next  Boat,  and 

*  before  *  DuktHafnikon  goes,  I  will  move 

*  to  have  you  removed  to  Utrecht^  which 

*  there  will  be  a  natural  Handle  for,    as 

*  foon  as  you  {hall  fettle  the  Points  of 

*  Commerce,    and  in  doing  that,    have 

*  given  the  laft  Stroke  to  the  finifhing  the 
'  Treaty  with  France. 

'  Make  my  Compliments  to  Madam 

*  Teriol,    and  let  her  know  that  I  have, 
'  I  hope,    put  her  Affair  into  a  Way  of 

*  being  finifhed  to  her  Satisfadion.       I 

*  have  fpoke  very  earneftly  to  Maffei^  and 

*  have  ufed  the  proper  Arguments  to  him. 

*  Duke  Hajniho?!  %vas  appointed  AmbafTador  to  France  i 
but  being  killed  in  a  Duel  by  Lord  Ivlohun,  the  Duke  of 
Sbreivsbury  was  fent  in  his  Place. 

B  b  2  '  Adieu  ! 
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*  Adieu !  My  Pen  is  ready  to  drop  out 

*  of  my  Hand.    Believe  that  no  Man  loves 

*  you  better,  or  is  more  faithfully, 

BOLINGBROKE. 

P.S.  *  I  had  almoft  forgot  to  tell  you 

*  that   the  Queen  is  pleafed  to  difcharge 
>   _      *  the  Marefchal  *  Taliard's  Parole,  which 

*  you  may  afTure  him  of,  with  my  Com- 
'  pliments,    and  give    any   Signification 

*  neceflary  in  Form.' 

i  muft  add  two  or  three  Things  to  this 
Letter,  by  Way  of  Explanation  and  Re- 
mark. 
Remarks  Firft,  It  appears  that  Lord  Dartmouth 
TJ^^  had  by  Miflake  acquainted  Mr.  Prior, 
that  Lord  Lexington  (hould  not  acknow- 
ledge Philip  as  King  oi  Spain,  till  he  had 
agreed  to  the  Demands  his  Lordfhip  was 
to  make  in  the  Queen's  Name.  Mr. 
Prior  having  tranfmitted  this  Order  to 
Lord  Lexington,  the  Procedure  was  very 
much  difliked  in  France.  Hereupon  Mr. 
Prior  writes  a  Letter  to  Lord  Dartmouth, 
to  induce  our  Miniftry  to  recede  from  this 
Point  5  concluding  with  the  following  Paf- 
fage :   "  The  whole  Treaty  being  eventual, 

*  He  had  fome  Time  before  been  permitted  to  go  to 
France  on  his  Parole. 

*'  this 


Letter. 
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**  this  Acknowledgment  of  Philip  as 
*<  King  of  Spairi,  will  fall,  as  the  other 
*'  Points,  unlefs  the  Conditions  are  made 
*'  good,  and  the  Peace  agreed  to  and  rati- 
**  Sed."  In  anfwer  to  this,  LiOidi  Boling- 
broke  wrote  the  Beginning  of  his  Letter. 

Secondly,  That  the  Miniftry  here,  as 
well  as  the  Plenipotentiaries  at  Utrecht^ 
were  mu^..  embarafled  about  the  Difpute 
that  had  arifen  concerning  the  Town  of 
Tournay,  and  that  Mr.  Prior  was  left  to  " 
fettle  this  Point  with  the  French  Miniftry. 

Thirdly,  That  the  Claims  on  North 
America^  and  the  Bufinefs  of  Commerce, 
were  the  mofl  effential  Articles  now  to  be 
concluded  between  England  and  France^ 
and  that  thefe  were  to  be  adjufted  by  Mr. 
Prior,  before  the  Plenipotentiaries  at 
Utrecht  could  proceed. 

Juft  about  this  Time  Advice  came,  that 
xhtFrench  had  invaded  the  LeeXvard  Iflands. 
Such  a  Step  as  this  was  far  from  being 
cxpedtcd,  and  Lord  Boltngbroke  writes  thus 
of  it  to  Mr.  Prior. 

*  This,    Dear  Matt,  proves  a  very  un-  Sept.  19. 
'  toward  Contretemps  'y    it  gives  a  Theme  p-^- 

*  to  the  Whigs,  and  ferves  to  awaken  Paf- 

*  lions  that   were   almoft   lulled   afleep. 

*  We  exped:ed   that  Cajfarf^  Squadron 

*  might  be  gone  to  the  Coaft  of  Brafil^  or 

*  to  Surinam  j  but  we  never  imagined  our 

Bb  3  *  Colonies 
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Colonies  would  have  been  attacked  by 
him,  at  the  Time  when  we  were  knit* 
ting  the  Bands  of  Friendfhip  between 
the  two  Nations  with  all  pofiible  Induf- 
try.  Could  this  ill  Opinion  of  our  new 
Friends  have  entered  into  our  Heads,  I 
do  alTure  you  he  fhould  have  been  ac- 
companied by  a  Fleet  of  the  Queen's, 
which  would  have  kept  him  in  Refpect, 
In  a  Word,  we  depended  fo  much  upon 
the  good  Underftanding,  which  we 
thought  eftabliflied,  and  were  fo  earnefl 
to  prevent  any  Thing  which  might 
break  in  upon  it,  that  we  not  only  avoid-r 
ed  to  fortify  our  Squadron  as  we  might 
have  done,  but  we  alfo  negleded  to  put 
in  Execution  fome  Defigns,  which 
would  have  annoyed  both  French  and 
Spaniards^  perhaps  more  than  any  that 
have  been  effc6tcd  in  the  Courfe  of  this 
War. 


This  Affair,  however,  did  not  put  a 
Stop  to  the  Negotiations  that  were  on 
foot.  The  latter  End  of  Ociober  Mr. 
Prior  was  fent  mto  Enghindhy  the  King 
of  France^  to  prevail  with  the  Queen  to 
join  with  hjm  in  obtaining  the  Elector  of 
Bavaria  s  Demands.  He  brought  with 
him  a  Credential  Letter  to  the  Queen^ 
which  is  here  inferred. 


Verfailk.^. 
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Verfailles,  October  2^ fh^  17 12. 

Madam^  My  Sipr, 

YOU   having  acquainted  Mc,  that  The  King 
You  have  an  entire  Confidence  in  of  iv«««'s 
,     ,  ,  Credential 

Mr.  Prior,  I  thought  he  would  be  more  Letterfent 
capable  than  any  Body,  to  inform  you  ^y  Mr. 
of  the  new  Proofs  that  I  am  ready  to  ^^^'^' 
give  You,  of  the  particular  Regard  I 
have  for  You,  as  alfo  of  my  Defire  to 
terminate  without  any  Delay,  in  Concert 
with  You,  the  Negotiations  of  Peace. 
He  goes  into  England  to  give  You  an 
Account  of  the  further  Advances  that  I 
am  willing  to  make,  to  facilitate  an  en- 
tire Conclufion  of  this  Work.  I  would 
have  You  therefore  regard  what  I  do  in 
this  decifive  Conjuncture,  as  new  and 
certain  Marks  of  my  Friendfliip  for  You  j 
and  do  Me  that  Pleafure  to  acknowledge 
them,  by  interefting  Yourfelf  with  Me 
in  Favour  of  the  Eledior  of  Bavaria, 
I  do  not  remind  You  of  the  Ties  of 
Blood  which  unite  Him  as  well  to  You  • 
as  Me,  nor  of  any  other  Reafons  which 
ought  to  render  You  fenfible  of  his  Con- 
dition: It  is  fufficient  for  Me  that  You 
are  fenfible  of  the  Concern  that  I  have 
in  what  regards  him  -,  and  I  am  per- 
fiiaded  that  this  will  be  the  principal 
B  b  4  '  Motive 
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*  Motive  that  will  prefs  You  to  adl  in  his 
'  Favour.     I  expe6t  with  Impatience  the 

*  Return  of  Mr.  Prior,   whofe  Conduct 

*  is  very  agreeable  to  Me :  And  as  he  will 

*  afiiire  You  of  what  my  Sentiments  are, 
'^  I  will  only  add  that  he  cannot  fufficiently 

*  exprefs  the  perfed  Efteem  and  fincere 

*  Friendfliip  I  have  for  You, 

I  afn^  I 

Madam^  My  Sifter, 
Tour  Good  Brother, 

LOUIS. 


About  the  Middle  of  November  Mr. 
Prior  was  fent  back  into  France  with 
new  Inftiudtions,  and  the  following  Let- 
ter from  Her  Majefty  to  the  French  King. 
Thefe  two  remarkable  Letters  are  lafting 
Teftimonies  of  the  high  Confidence  Mr. 
Prior  was  in,  not  only  with  his  own 
Sovereign,  whom  he  had  long  and  faith- 
fully ferved,  but  with  the  King  of  France, 
whom  he  had  more  than  once  made  the 
Object  of  his  Satire. 


Windfory 
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Wind/or^  November  i^fbj   17 12. 

Monjieur,  My  Brother, 

I 


HAVE  received  with  a  very  lincere  The 
Pleafure  the  agreeable  Letter  which  Qneen's 


Mr.  Prior  brought  Me  from  You.     Asfent  back 
your  confum mate  Wifdom  hath  taken  by  Mr. 
the  Refolution  that  is  moft  proper  to  fix^'^""^* 
the  Terms  of  the  Peace,  You'll  be  per- 
fuaded,    that  I  will  not  on  my  Part  lofe 
a  Moment  to  haften  the  Conclufion  of 
it.     I  aflureYou,  that  the  great  Facility 
that  you  are  willing  to  lend  towards  it 
out  of  a  Regard  to  Me,    fliall  be  made 
no  other  Ufe  of,    than  to  be  employed 
without  any  Delay  to  re-eftablifh  the 
public  Tranquillity,    according  to  the 
Wiflies  of  Us  both.     By  the  Orders  that 
I  give  to  My  Minifters  at  Utrecht,  it  will 
appear  that  I  do  all  that  is  in  My  Power 

*  at  the  prefent  Conjundure,  in  favour  of 
'  a  Prince  whofe  Interefl  is  fupported  by 
'  your  Generofity. 

'  I  do  not  at  all  doubt,  but  he  himfelf 
'  is  fully  convinced  of  it,  and  that  all  the 

*  World  agrees  in  it ;  I  again  repeat,  Mon- 

*  fieur  my  Brother,  that  the  Con fideration 

*  of  YourFriendfhip  will  be  a  very  prevail- 

*  ing  Motive  to  engage  Me  a-new  in  his 

*  Intereft,  and  in  the  Intereft  of  his  Fa- 

*  mily,   as  Occafion  {hall  offer,    for  the 

'  Future; 
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'  Future :  As  to  the  reft,  I  fend  back  Mr. 

'  Prior  to  Verfailles,    who  in  continuing 

'  to  condu(£l  himfelf  in  the  Manner  that 

'  fliall  be  entirely  agreeable  to  You,  does' 

*  no  more  than  execute   to  a  Tittle  the 

*  Orders  which  I  have  given  him  j    and 

*  amongft  all  the  Proofs  of  his  Duty  and 

*  Zeal  for  my  Service,  I  expedl  in  a  very 

*  particular  Manner  that  he  fhould  take 

*  all  poffible  Occafions  to  repeat  to  You  the 

*  Efteem  and  perfe(ft  Regard  that  I  have 

*  for  You,  and  My  earneft  Defire  to  live 
'  with  You  in  a  iincere  and   perpetual 

*  Friendihip,' 

With  Regard  to  the  'Newfoundland 
Fifhery,  and  other  Articles  relating  to 
America^  it  appears  that  thro'  the  wonted 
Infincerity  of  the  French^  there  was  much 
'  Trouble  in  getting  thofe  Matters  adjufted. 
Lord  Bolingbroke  writes  cbncerning  them, 
both  to  the  Duke  of  Shreivsbury  and  Mr. 
Prior.  To  the  latter  he  exprefles  himfelf 
thus: 

Lord  Be-  *  I  have  exhaufted  all  my  Stock  of  Ar- 
ti-^'^?Ki-  *  g^"^^"^s  in  the  long  Letter  which,  by 
»?',  Jm,.'  the  Queen's  Order,  I  write  to  the  Duke 
■  9th,^  c  ot  Shrewsbury:  To  you  I  can  only  add, 
^7-f;'     *  V7e  iland  indeed  upon  the  Brink  of  a 

'  Precipice,  but  ih^  French  ftand  there  too. 

^  Pray  tell  Monfieur  de  Torcy  from  me, 

'  that 
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*  thac  he  may  get  Roh'm  and  Harry  hang- 

*  ed  j  but  Affairs  will  foon  run  back  into 

*  fo  much  Confufion,    that  he  will  wifh 

*  us  alive  again.     To  fpeak  ferioufly,  un- 

*  lefs  the  Qiicen  can  talk  of  Her  Interefts 
'  as  determined  with  France -y  and  unlefs 
'  your  Court  will  keep  our  Allies  in  the 

*  Wrong,  as  they  are  fufficiently  at  this 
'  Time,  I  forefee  inextricable  Difficulties. 

*  My  Scheme  is  this:   Let  France  fa- 

*  tisfy  the  Queen,  and  let  the  Queen  im- 
'  mediately  declare  to  Her  Parliament, 
'  and  in  the  Congrefs,  That  She  is  ready 
"'  to  fign :  At  the  fame  Time  let  the  Froich 
^  Plenipotentiaries  fliew  a  Diipofition  to 

*  conclude  with  all  the  Allies/  And  then 
his  Lordfhip  enumerates  the  ieveral  Offers 
which  he  would  have  France  make  to  the 
feveral  Allies ;   and  fays,    '  If  fuch  Over- 

*  tures  as  thefe  were  not  inftantly  accepted, 
'  our  feparate  Peace  would,  fitting  the 
'  Parliament,  beaddreffedfor,  made,  and 

*  approved ;  and  the  Caufe  of  France  for 

*  once  become  popular  in  Britain. 

*■  If  they  were  accepted,  let  Monfieur 
'  de  T^orcy  fit  down  and  confider,  what  a 
^  Bargain  would  be  made  for  Frances  let 
'  him  remember  his  Journey  to  the  Hague ^ 

*  and  compare  the  Plans  of  1709,  and 
"^   1712. 

*  Monfieur  de  Torcy  has  a  Confidence 

*  in  you:    Make  ufe  of  it  once  for  all 

^  upon 
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^  uDon  this  Occafion,   and  convince  him 
'  thorcugbly,  that  we  muft  give  a  different   j 
'  Turn  to  our  Parliament  and  our  People,'  \ 
^  according  to   their  Refolution   at   this' 
'  Crifis.' 
Jan.  22.      The  next  Letter  from  his  Lordfliip  to 
Mr.  Prior,  is  upon  the  fame  Subjed,  and 
of  the  fame  Strain  :    *  We  are  now,    fays 
'  his  Lordfliip,    at  the  true  Crifis  of  our 
<•  Difrafe  ;    we  die  at  once,    OI^  recover  at 
<  once  :     Let  France  depart    from   that 
'  fhameful    Expedient   by    which    they 

*  thought  to  bubble  us  out  of  the  Advan- 

*  tages  which  they  had  folemnly  yielded, 
'  and  all  is  well ;  otherwife,  by  God^  both 
^  thev  and  we  are  undone. 

'  Pray  fend  Barton  back  as  fail  as  pof- 

*  fible.  The  Queen  can  neither  delay  the 
'  Meeting  of  the  Parliament  longer  than 
'  the  3d,  nor  I'peak  to  theHoufes,  till  we 
'  hear  from  you. 

*  MyComplimentstoMonfieur^^Tt^rrj.* 

*■  Let  him  know,    that  if  they  do   not 

*  agree  with  the  Queen,    I  may  perhaps 

*  be  a  Refugee :  If  I  am,  I  promife  before- 
'  hand,  to  behave  myfelf  better  in  France^ 
'  than  the  French  Refugees  do  here.  Make 
'  the  French  afhamed  of  their  fneaking 

*  Chicane ;  by  Heaven,  they  treat  like 
^  Pedlars,    or,    which  is  worle,    like  At- 


tornies. 


Mr, 
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Mr.  Prior  a  little  before  had  fent  a 
Difpatch  *  to  the  Secretary's  Office,  giv- 
ing a  full  Account  of  the  prefent  State 
of  the  Treaty,  together  with  feveral  Pa- 
pers, Memorials,  and  Proportions  relating 
to  the  Points  in  Difpute,  and  concerning 
Commerce,  and  North  America.  The 
Day  after  he  writes  to  my  Lord  Treafarer, 
and  tells  him,  '  I  have  wrote  a  Book  in-  Mr.  Pri- 
<  ftead  of  a  Letter,  to  my  Lord  Bolifig-  ^J^^^ 
'  brok€,     which  I   defire  your  Lordfhip  Or/ord. 

*  would  be  plea  fed  to  run  over,  that  knovv- 

*  ing  what  I  have  done   here^    you  may 

*  honour  me  with  your  Commands  as  to 
'  what  I  am  to  do.  I  hope  my  Propofal 
^  about  'Newfoundland y  which  1  fend  your 

*  Lordfhip  enclofed,  is  fuch  as  may  ter- 
'  minatc  that  Affair  to  our  Advantage.     If 

*  your  Lordfliip  is  of  the  fame  Opinion, 

*  1  {hall  have  entire  Satisfadion.' 

Mr.  Prior  having  fent  another  full  Jan.  t^ 
Account  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  writes  I7it-  • 
the  faqie  Day  to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  '  That       * 

*  he  had  been   in  Conference    with  the 

*  French  Miniflers  to  adjuft  the  Points 
'  undecided  between  Her  Majefty  and  the 
'  King  of  France  \  that  he  had  fent  Lord 
'  Bolingbroke  the  Refult  of  thofe  Confe- 
'  rences,  as  well  what  was  agreed  to  by 
'  the  French  Miniflers,   as  his  own  Re- 

*  Dated  Drr^ffj^/r  2?,  1712- 

^  marks 
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*  marks  upon  each  particular  Head;    and 

*  fays,  I  hope  your  Lordfhip  will  find  the 

*  whole  adjufted  fo  far  to  your  Satisfadion, 

*  as  that  our  Plenipotentiaries  may  receive 

*  their  final  Orders.     I  will  not  doubt  but 
I         *  the  whole  Affair  of  'Newfoundland  is  ad- 

*•  jufted  to  your  Defire.    There  were  fome 

*  Points  infifted  upon  by  our  Plenipoten- 

*  tiaries,  which  the  Minifters  here  thought 

*  very  unreafonable  ;    and  to  fay  a  Truth 

*  to  my  Lord  Treafurer  plainly,  which  I 

*  a  little  mitigate  to  my  Lord  Eolinghrokey 

*  I  think  not  very  reafonable.*  He  then 
gives  an  Account  '  that  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
^  was  furprized,  that  the  Dutch  had  but 

*  in  Part  complied  with  what  Lord  Strdf- 

*  ford  declared  to  them  to  be  Her  Ma- 

*  jefty's  Refolutions,  to  which  he  hopes 
^  the  Queen  will  fend  fuch  an  Anfwer  as 

*  may  cut  off  all  Delays: '  And  upon  this 
Occafion  Mr.  Prior  fays  to  My  Lord 
Treafurer ;    *  This  I  only  write  to  your 

*  Lordfhip,    it  being  a  Thing  that  ihould 

*  not  be  canvaffed  in  Council  j  and  I  have 

*  promifed  that  the  King  fhould  have  Her 

*  Majefty's  Anfwer  upon  it,  as  he  defires/ 
Jan.  19.  Mr.  Prior  writes  again  to  my  Lord 
i7t^.       Treafurer,  and  acquaints  him,  '  That  the 

*  Duke  of  Shreivshury  now  lends  to  Lord 
'  Boliiigbroke  the  Subflance  of  their  laft 
^  Conferences  with  Moniieur  de  Torcy, 
^  upon  the  Subied.  of  Nnvfoiindland :  To 

*  which 
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*  which  I  take  Leave  to  add,  That  your 

*  Friend  Torcy  is  in  the  lall:  Concern  to 

*  find  the  Duke's  Inftrudions  fo  ftrid:,  in 
^  a  Point  which  cannot  be  given  up  by 

*  France^  at  a  Time  when  we  well  hoped 

*  that  Difference  was  adjufted.     Pray,  my 

*  Lord,  let  us  have  your  didindl  and  po- 
'  fitive  Orders  hereupon  by  the  firft.     I 

*  fend  your  Lordfliip  enclofed  a  Copy  of 
'  my  Letter  to  my  Lord  BoUngbroke,  and 
^  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  defires,  that 
'  we  may  have  your  Orders  to  finifh.  1 
'  believe  Torcy  writes  bimfelf  to  you.' 

He  writes  once  more  to  my  Lord  Trea-  J.vu  23, 
furer  on  the  fame  Head,  and  tells  him,  *  I  i7il- 
have  already  wrote  fo  amply  to  your 
Lordfhip,  on  the  two  great  Points  of 
Newfoundland y  and  tlie  Tariff  of  1664, 
and  exped  fo  daily  your  laft  Orders  upon 
thofe  two  Points,  that  I  will  not  trouble 
you  at  prefent  further  than  to  fay,  if 
thefe  two  are  fettled,  the  Peace  may  be 
determined  here  To-morrow,  and  fent 
the  next  Day  to  Utrecht  to  be  figned/ 
And  ten  Days  after  Mr.  Prior  fays  to  my 
Lord  Treafurer  ;    '  If  I  defire  you  to  writs  r.-g.  2d, 

*  to  me,  it  is  becaufe  I  really  think  it  for  iji^. 
^  the  Qjieen's  Service ;    that  in  this  great 

'  Poft  where  you  have  put  me,  I  may  be 
^  able  to  fay,  I  have  the  immediate  Com- 

*  mands  of  my  Lord  Treafurer  r,    and  in 

*  regard  to  that  Friendfhip  v/ith  which 

^  vou 
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you  have  (o  publickly  honoured   me, 
and  which,  by  the  By,  does  all  the  Bu- 
finefs  here.'     And  again,    '  I  fhall  direct 
my  ft  If  as  you  ihall  be  pleafed  to  inftrudl 
me  private'y/ 
In  May         1q  a  Letter  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  fome 
^^^^*       Time  after  the  Conclufion  of  the  Peace, 
Mr.  Prior  exprelTes  himfelf  merrily  con- 
cerning the  Difficulties  that  had  arifen  on 
the  Articles  of  Commerce.      *  We  had 

*  like,  fliys  he,  to  have  made  an  Athana- 

*  fian  Bufinefs  of  it  at  Utrecht^    by  that 

*  Explanation  of  our  own  Way  of  under^ 

*  {landing  our  own  Commerce.     Their 

*  Letters   to  you,    full  of  Surmifcs  and 

*  Doubts   that   all   was   unhinged;    and 

*  their  Letters  to  us  again,  that  Explana- 

*  tipns,  however  made,  were  only  to  fave 

*  Appearances,    and    lignified   nothing  ; 
'  ^^\^Mela?lge^  I  fay,  and  my  endeavour*- 

*  ing  to  underftand  it,  had  like  to  make; 

*  me  run  mad,    if  the  Duke  of  Shrewj^ 
'■  3^«;r)''s  extreme  good  Senfe,  and  Monfieur 

*  de  Torcy''?>  not  only   honeft,    but  right 

*  Underftanding,  had  not  redrefled  us.' 

This  is  all  that  remains  of  Mr.  Prior's 
concerning  the  Bufinefs  of  Newfomidland. 
We  have  only  a  few  Fragments  more  o| 
his  writing  .during  the  Negotiations  in 
France^  which  relate  chiefly  to  the  Cher 
vaiiei  s  Departure,  mentioned  in  Lord  Bo- 
lingbroke\  Letter  of  September  10,  17 12, 

It 
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It  is  on  this  Account  that  Mr.  Prior 
writes  thus  to  my  Lord  Bolingbroke.  '  An-  Dec.  z%th, 
other  Point  upon  which  this  Court  is'7i^' 
very  folicitous,  is,  That  the  Chevalier 
remaining  in  any  Town  of  France  ob- 
ftrud:s  the  Signing  the  Peace ;  yet  he 
cannot  go  to  Lorain  till  the  Emperor's 
PalTports  will  fecure  him  there.  Your 
Lordfhip,  by  the  Perufal  of  the  Papers, 
will  fee  the  State  of  that  Cafe  ;  and  I 
have  only  to  add  upon  this  Subjed:,  that 
the  Court  of  France  exprelTes  an  Impof- 
fibility  on  their  Sides,  to  do  more  than 
they  have  done,  and  hopes  we  fhould  have 
Intereft  enough  with  the  Emperor,  to 
obtain  fuch  PalTports  from  him,  as  may 
fecure,  as  well  as  the  Perfon  who  is  to 
go  into  Lorain^  as  the  Duke  of  Lorain, 
who  is  to  receive  him.' 
And  to  the  fame  Effedl  he  writes  to  Dec.  i^ti. 
my  Lord  Treafurer,  £fnd  fays,  *  The  Mo- 

*  narch  is  a  good  deal  troubled  upon  this 

*  Head,    lefl  the  young  Man  (hould  fall 

*  into  the  Hands  of  the  Hujars  or  Bar- 
'  barians.     And  Monf.  Tf  Aiimont  has,    I 

*  prefume,    Orders  to  Ipeak  to  our  Mi- 

*  niftry  upon  it. 

*  As  to  the  Dowry,  I  fhall  not  only  be 

*  dunn'd  to  Death,  but  hang'd  ;  for  the  * 

*  Dowager  fends  MefTengers  to  me,  which 

*  The  Queen  of  the  late  King  James. 

C  c  *  vou 


■3 
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'  you  in  England  do  not  think  it  extremely 

*  lawful  to  receive :  But  if  it  is  to  be  paid, 

*  pray  let  it  be  done  in  an  handfome  Man- 

*  ner,  that  may  (liew  the  Charity  of  the 

*  Qiieen,  and  the  Generofity  of  Her  Lord 
'  Treafurer/ 

Kr,.v  bth  -^^^  though  the  Chevalier  was  removed 
1713.  inKohorain^  upon  an  Addrefs  of  the^n- 
/^i£'  ^^^"^  P^''^i''ii"^"^  Lord  BoUtigbroke  writes 
to'^I^In  almoil  a  Year  after  to  Mr.  Prior,  upon 
Prior,    the  fame  Bufinefs,  and  fays;  *  HerMajefty 

*  having  repeated  to  the  Duke  of  Lorain 

*  the  Inftances  which  you  know  have  been 

*  fo  often  made  to  the  moft  Chriftian  King, 

*  for  removing  of  the  Pretender  to  Her 
'  Crown  out  of  his  Dominions,  I  am  di- 
'  reded  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  that 
'  you  may  fpeak  to  the  Minlfter  of  Lorain, 

*  and  to  any   other  Minifter  whom  you 

*  riiall  think  proper,  and  let  them  know 
^  it  is  abfolutely  inconfiilent  with  the  Ami- 
'  ty  and  good  Correfpondence  that  is  be- 
'  tween  the  Queen  and  their  Mafters,  to 
'  receive  into  their  Dominions,  or  to  pro- 
'  ltd  a  Perfon,    who  difputes  Her  Ma- 

*  ]eily's  moil  undoubted  Tiile,  and  there- 

*  by  endeavours  to  difturb  the  Peace  and 

*  Qu^iet  of  Her  Kingdoms.      That  you 

*  may  be  able  to  fliew  them  that  this  is 

*  the  coUedive  Senfe  of  the  whole  Nation, 
'  as  well  as  the  Queen's  Comm^ind  to  vou. 
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*  I  herewith  fend  you  the  Addreffes  of  both 
i  Houfes  of  Parliament.' 

Mr.  Prior  being  left  fole  Minifter,  upon 
the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury's  Return  to  Efi'- 
gland  J  be  received  foon  after  a  Lettef  from 
Lord  Bolingbroke,  in  which  was  the  fol- 
lowing Paffage :" 

*  There  is  a  Perfon  here,  of  whom  Seph  z-\ 
'   we  have  never  taken   the  leaft  Notice '^  7' 3- 
'  as  a  public  Man,  but  who,   however, 

*  is  an  Agent  from  the  Catalans.   By  what 

*  we  obferve  in  him  it  is  pretty  plain, 
'  that  a  reafonable  Accommodation  might 

*  be  made  with  that  turbulent  People. 
'  What  is  the  Senfe  of  the  French  Court 
'  on  this  Matter  ?  How  far  will  they  con- 

*  cur  urith  the  Queen  in  advifing  Fhilip 
«  to  make  an  End  of  that  War  ?' 

In  Purfuance  of  this  Inftrudlon,  we 
find  that  Mr.  Prior  addrefled  Monfieur 
de  ^orcy  in  Favour  of  the  Catalans,  who 
after  fpeaking  of  it  to  the  King,  returned 
the  following  Anfwer. 


Y 


OU   received.    Sir,    feme   TimcM.^'T^r^ 
iince,  Orders  from  the  Qu^en  of  ^^  ^"  ^^'^• 
Great  Britain  to  ufe  Her  good  Offices  Nol^,^[tb. 
*  with  the  King  in  Favour  ot'  the  Cafa- 
^  lans^  who  have  rebelled  againft  the  King 
C  c  a  'of 
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'  of  Spain^  and  of  the  Inhabitants  o^Bar^ 
'  celona.     You  acquainted  me,    that  Her 

*  Britarmick  Majefty  was  fure  they  would 

*  fubmit  to  the  King  their  Mafter,  if  that 

*  Prince  would  grant  them  a  general  Am- 

*  nefty,    the  Rcftitution   and  Enjoyment 

*  of  all  their  Eftates,    and  in  fhort  the 

*  fame  Conditions  which  he  had  caufed 

*  to  be  offered  them,  and  which  they  did 

*  not  accept,    without  mentioning  their 

*  antient  Privileges  any  more. 

*  The  Anfwer  which  the  King  jufl;  now 
^  receives  from  the  Catholick  King  upon 
'  this  Article,  is,  That  he  is  ftill  willing 

*  to  grant  the  fame  Conditions  to  the  re-   | 

*  bellious  Catalans^    notwithftanding  they   .' 

*  rendered   themfelves    unworthy  of   his 

*  Favours,  by  flighting  them,   and  altho* 

*  he  is  now  in    a  Condition    to   reduce 
'  them  by  Force :  He  dcfires  the  King  to 

*  impart  his  Anfwer  to  the  Queen  of  Great 

*  Britain,  my  Lord  Lexington  having  had 

*  no  Orders  to  fpeak  about  this  Affair/ 

I  now  proceed  to  Mr.  Prior's  Journal, 
from  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury's  Departure 
out  of  France^  till  his  own  Return  into 
EngJand  -dhev  the  Acceffion  of  King  George, 
as  it  was  found  among  his  Papers  in  the 
Hand-writing  of  Adrian  Drifi^  Efq;  his 
Excellency's  Secretary. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  prior's  JovRi^AL 

AT     THE 

CovKT  of  FR  J  NCE. 


5^^^^^^  I  S  Grace  the  Duke  of  Shrew f- 
l-^^^^l  hn,  andMyLadyDurchds, 
s^if  kt  out  from  Paris  in  a  Berlin 


^11  on  fVednefday  the  31(1  of  ^/^. 


l^^^lU^'    ^y^'>^    N-S-    between 
r'^sal'^:!::-^^**^:-!!'  One  and  Two  in  the  Morning, 


and  arrived  at  Calais  on  Sunday  Evening  the 
3d  of  September  •,  were  entertained  at  Supper 
by  Monfieur  de  Mole  the  Governor  there, 
and  about  Eleven  at  Night  embarked  on  Board 
the  Peregrine  GdW^y ^  Captain  Saunderfon  Com- 
mander j  and  at  Seven  the  ntxr  Morning 
landed  fafe  at  Dover,  where  his  Grace  refted 
but  two  Hours,  and  then  proceeded  onwards 
to  London  with  my  Lady  Dutchefs  -,  whence 
his  Grace  went  to  f Find/or,  and  had  Audience 
of  Her  Majefty,  gave  Her  an  Account  of 
his  Embafly,  with  which  Her  Majefty  was 
well  pleafed. 

At  Seven  in  the  Morning  Mr.  Prior,    in  Sepf.ipk 
his  own  Coach  with  fix  Horfes,    fet  out  from 
Paris  for  Foniainbleau,  where  he  arrived  about 
C  c  3  the 
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the  fame  Hour  in  the  Evening  ;  and  between 
Nine  and  Ten  paid  a  Vifit  to  Monfieur  de 
Tony. 
Sei'f.  i^i^.      Mr.  Prior  prefentedto  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
3.  Memorial  on  the  following  Heads. 

*'  That  the  fifty  Sols  per  Ton  laid  in  France 
on  all  EngliJJj  Shipping,  and  five  Shillings 
■per  Ton  jmpofed  in  Great  Britain  oni:hofe  of 
France^  fhould  be  taken  off  on  both  Sides. 

That  feveral  EngliJJj  Merchants,  who  were 
Gome  to  load  Salt  in  the  Ports  of  France^ 
might  be  permitted  to  fail  with  their  faid 
Loading. 

That  an  Anfwer  might  be  returned  to  Mr. 
Pownol^s  Memorial  concerning  his  Eftate  at 
Dunkirk,  given  by  the  King  to  the  Marquis  de 
Livry. 

That  Monfieur  Pontchartraih  return  an 
Anfwer  to  the  Memorial  relating  to  the  Ship 
the  Tlrree  Brothers  of  New  Tork. 

That  Anfv/er  be  made  concerning  the  Af- 
fair of  Mr,  Welden. 

To  the  Afij.ir  of  Mrs.  Lynched  Marriage. 

That  the  *  Galeriens  be  fet  at  Liberty,  ac- 
cording to  the  Specification  given  to  Mr, 
Pequet" 

At  the  fame  Time  Mr.  Prior  prefented  a 
Memorial  from  Ca.pt2.inPei£rPete!fon^  concern- 
ing the  Ship  John  Baptijl^  feized  at  Alarjeilles. 

Monfieur  de   Torcy    promifed   to    procure 
Anfwers  as  dcfired,    and  gave  to  Mr.  Prior 
in  Writing  that  about  Mr.  Welden"?,  Affair  j 
v/ith  feveral  Papers  annexedo 
*  Galley  Shvcs. 

Mr, 
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Mr.  Prior  received  from  Monfieur  deTorcy  Sept.  lyt/j- 
the  Anfwer  of  the  Marquis  de  Livry  to  the 
Papers  of  Mr.  Pownol^    &€. 

A  Memorial  was  prefented  to  MonCiQur  Sept.  i^^:h._ 
Defmarets,  figned  by  Mr.  Prior,  defiring 
an  Order  to  the  Cuftom-Houfe  Officers  at 
Paris^  that  they  may  deliver  fixteen  Cafes 
come  from  Roiien^  addrefTed  to  Mr.  Prior, 
and  one  Hogfliead  of  Wine,  to  the  Perfon 
appointed  by  him  to  receive  the  fame,  wiLhout 
being  opened. 

The  fame  Day  the  Papers  above-mentioned 
concerning  Mr.  Pownol  were  delivered  to  hiii;, 
with  which  he  did  not  feem  fatisfied,  and  laid 
he  would  petition  the  King,  and  deliver  it 
himfclf.  Mr.  Prior  promifed  to  do  him  all 
the  good  Offices  in  his  Power. 

A  Paflport  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Colonel  Sept.  zoth, 
James  Urqnhari  and  Major  Duncan  Camphel., 
in  the  Regiment  of  the  Lord  Mark  Kerr.,   at 
Port  Mahone.,  to  go  to  London. 

Another  PaiTport  to  Captain  James  David- 
fon.,  in  tlie  Regiment  of  Colonel  Molefivorth., 
alfo  at  Port  Mahone^  to  go  to  London. 

Mr.  Prior  prefented  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
a  Memorial,  with  one  annexed  from  Moufieur 
de  DouglaSj  concerning  his  Claim  to  the  Vil- 
lage o^ Dankeljheim  and  Kitte/Joeim  in  Alface^  ^c. 

Another  Memorial  relating  to  the  Ship 
Neptune. 

A  Third  relating  to  the.lifty  Sols  pour  Ton- 
fuau,  and  the  five  Shillings  ditto — to  the  En- 
glWj  Veffels  that  come  to  load  Salt, — to  the 
ninth  Article  of  Commerce,  ^c. — to  Com- 
miffioners  for  opening  of  Commerce, — to  the 
Ship  the  Three  Brothers  of  Neiv-Tork, — to 
C  c  4  Dame 
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Dame  Lynche, — to  the  Releafe  of  the  Pri- 
foners  in  the  Gallies. 
Sept.  2id.  I  carried  by  Mr.  Prior's  Order  to  Mr. 
Tscqiict^  Dilpatches  to  Lord  Bolingbroke  of 
the  2  2(^,  O.  S.  upo.n  federal  Heads,  being  an 
Anfwer  to  his  LordPaip's  Letters  of  the  ^th, 
the  i2/,6,  and  the  i  ^tb  o{ September  N.  S.  At 
the  fame  Time  I  delivered  to  Mr.  Pecquet  a 
Packet  addrefied  to  Mr.  Tilfon,  containing 
Letters  from  Lord  Leximton  ;  all  which  were 
given  to  a  Courier  of  Mr.  Torcf^^  fent  by 
him  the  fame  Day  to  the  Duke  D''  Auvwnt^ 

N.  B.  Mr.  Welden\  Papers,  a  Letter  from 
the  Dutchefs  of  Berry  to  the  Queen, 
Renunciations  of  the  Chamber  of  NaiitZy 
and  a  Letter  from  J cnkinfon^\stxQ  inclofed 
in  the  above  Letters. 

^ept.  -zith.  Recelv'd  from  Mr.  Burch  at  Madrid^  a 
Letter  of  the  nth  Inflant,  inclofing  Letters 
for  England. 
Zt*-t.  zi>th.  Received  Letters  from  the  Lord  Boling- 
hroke^  dated  ziWindfor-Caflle  the  8th  Inflant, 
by  the  Way  of  Dunkirk. 

This  Afternoon  Mr.  Prior  waited  on  the 
Elector  oi  Bavaria^  who  went  foon  after 
from  hence  to  Compeigne. 

In  the  Evening  Mr.  Prior  waited  on 
Monfieur  de  "Torcy,  and  prefented  to  him  a 
Memorial  relating  to  the  delivering  up  to  Her 
Majefty's  Troops,  upon  their  Arrival  at  New- 
foundland, the  Town  and  Fort  of  Placentia. 

Mr.  Prior  received  from  Mr.  Pecquet  an 
Order  from  Monfieur  Defmarets  to  the  Fer- 

miers 
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miers  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe  at  Paris ,  to  de- 
liver to  whom  Mr.  Prior  fhould  appoint, 
fixteen  Cafes,  and  a  Hogfhead  of  Wine, 
without  paying  any  Cuftom,  or  fearching  of 
the  faid  Cafes. 

Mr.  Prior  having  received  from  Monfieur  5^^/.  29//^. 
de  Torcy  a  Letter  from  Mr.  de  Pontchartrain^ 
under  a  flying  Seal  to  Mr.  de  Cojiebeile,  Go- 
vernor for  the  King  ■^it  Placentia,  inclofing  an 
Order  from  His  Majefty  to  the  faid  Gover- 
nor, dated  the  29th  Inflanr,  (with  the  Copy 
of  the  13  th  Article  of  the  Treaty  of  Peace) 
direfting  him  to  deliver  up  to  Her  Majelly*s 
Troops,  Placentia^  &'c. 

Mr.  Prior  writ  to  my  Lord  BoUnghroke 
thereupon,  inclofing  the  faid  Letter,  and  a 
Copy  of  his  own  Memorial  of  the  26th,  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  on  that  Subje*5t. 

A  Letter  to  the  Lord  Treafurer,  and  ano- 
ther to  the  Duke  o^  Shrewsbury^  were  fent  at 
the  fame  Time  i  as  alfo  one  to  I'  Abbe  Gaultier , 

Two  Packets  from  Monfieur  de  Torcy ;  one 
to  the  Duke  D*Aujnont^  and  another  to  Mon- 
fieur I*  Abbe  Gauhier. 

Letters  from  Lord  Lexington, 

About  Four  in  the  Afternoon  Mr.  Barton^  Sept.  ^oth. 
one  of  Her  Majefty's  MelTengers,  was  dif- 
patched  from  hence  with  the  Letter  and  Packets 
above-mentioned. 

Mr.  Bill,  one  of  Her  Majefty's  MelTengers,  omh.  2//, 
arrived  at  FontainUeau  this  Day  about  Eleven 
o'clock,  with  Letters  from  my  Lord  BoUng- 
hroke to  Mr.  Prior,    dated  at  IVindfov  the 
15th  of  September  lyi^,  O.  S. 

Mr. 
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Oaob.^tb.  ]vfr.  Prior  gave  in  Treplicates  of  Memo- 
rials to  Monfieur  de  Torcy^  one  concerning 
Mr.  Smith,  the  other  Mr.  Peterfo)u 

Oaoh.^th.  Mr.  Prior  underflanding  by  a  Servant 
that  he  had  fent  to  Monfieur  de  Ti^rr^',  about  One 
o'clock,  to  know  when  he  might  difcourfe 
v;ith  him,  that  Monfieur  de  Torcy  was  going 
to  Villeroy,  and  would  not  return  till  the  next 
Evening  to  Fontainbkau,  immediately  went  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  (Sc. 

Ociob.  6th.  Letters  by  the  Way  of  Dunkirk  came  in 
from  England,  dated  i8th  of  Sepeniber,  O.  S. 
inclofing  one  to  Lord  Lexington^  and  another 
to  Admiral  Jennings  at  'Teuton. 

Oaoh.  gth.  Mr.  Btll  v/a^  difpatch':d  about  Three  o'Clock 
in  the  Afternoon  from  Fonlainbleau,  with 
Letters  to  Lord  Bolingbrokey  Duke  of  Shrewf- 
hury.  Lord  Treafurer,  Mr.  Gaullier,  Mr. 
Shclton^  Mr.  T'ilfon,  and  Mr.  Hare, 

Pifr.  \oth.  About  fix  in  the  Morning  Mr.  Prior,  in 
his  own  Coach  and  Six  Horfes,  fet  out  from 
Fontainhieaii  fo*  Paris,  arrived  at  £r/o«  about 
Eleven,  ftayed  there  till  Four,  then  proceed- 
ed on  his  Journey,  and  came  to  Paris  about 
Six  in  the  Exening  to  his  own  Hotel. 

Mr.  Barton  arrived  here  about  Eight  on 
i'V/VAr)' Night,  with  Difpatches  from  England, 
dated  September  29,  O.  S.  and  a  Plenipoten- 
tiary Power  to  Mr.  Prior.,  to  decide  the 
Affair  of  Menton  and  Roccabrun,  between  the 
Duke  .of  ^^i;^;!;  and  the  Prince  of  Monaco. 
At  the  fame  Time  Mr.  Prior  was  informed 
by  my  Lord  Bolingbroke,  that  the  Queen  did 
not  intend  that  he  fliould  ftay  longer  ijn  France^ 
and  that  my  Lord  Treafurer  would  take  better 

Care 
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Gare  of  him,    and  that  General  Rofs  was  ac- 
cordingly named  Envoy  Extraordinary. 

Mr.  Prior  went  to  Croijfy  about  fix  Leagues 
fr^m  Paris^  where  he  continued  till  Saturday, 
and  arrived  at  Paris  about  Four  in  the  After- 
noon. 

Gave  a  Pafs  to  Le  Sieur  Pierre  la  Roache  * 
et  a  la  Femme,  avsc  im  'Domeftic,  to  return 
to  London. 

Count  Nieuville,  Ambaffador  from  the  Sunday 
Grand  Mafter  and  Order  of  Malt/i,  fent  a^^ei6f^. 
Compliment  to  Mr.  Prior,  that  though  he 
was  fo  ill  that  he  could  not  pay  his  Duty  to 
the  King  at  Fontainhleau,  he  would  pay  a 
Vifit  to  the  Queen  of  Great  Britain,  whtn&vcr 
Mr.  Prior  Ihould  appoint,' Which  he  prevent- 
ed by  going  the  next  Day,  the  17th,  to  viiic 
the  Ambafiador.  His  Excellency's  Gentle- 
men were  ready  to  receive  Mr.  Prior  at  the 
Coach;  and  immediately  as  he  alighted,  his 
Excellency  met  him,  gave  him  the  Hand  and 
Honour  of  his  Houfe,  and  re-condu6i:ed  him 
to  his  Coach. 

Sent  Letters   to  Lord  BoUnghroke  of  theo^.  I'jtK 
fatne  Date,  to  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury,  &c. 
by  the  Way  of  Dunkirk. 

Mr.  Prior  difcourfed  with  Mr.  Pajot  and 
Mr.  Frowddj  in  relation  to  the  Treaty  about 
fettling  a  Correfpondence  of  Letters,  ^c. 

Mr.  Prior  went  to  Ve7'faiUes  in  the  After- 
noon, prefented  a  Memorial  about  Jenkinfon. 
Gave  to  Thomas  Thompfon  and  Ralph  Bailey, 
t  Sujets  de  S.  M.  la  R.  de  la  G.  Eretagne,  a 

*  And  his  Wife  with  a  Domeftic. 
-f-  Subjedls   of    Her  Majelly    the    Queen  of  Great 
Britain, 

Pafs 
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Pafs  to  go  to  London.  They  had  one  from 
Mr.  Slanyany  dated  at  Bern  the  i8th  of  Sep- 
tember, ly^S' 

0.7.  igik  Mr.  Prior  returned  from  VerfaiUes  In  the 
Evening. 

Od.  zoth.  Difpatched  Mr.  Barton  to  England^  with 
Letters  to  Lord  BoUnghrohe  and  Lord  Trea- 
furer. 

Cci.  z-jth.  Gave  a  FafTport  to  Richard  Stow  and  John 
Green.,  Sujets  de  fa  Majejle  la  Reine  de  la 
Grande  Bretagne^  who  brought  Mr.  Stanyan^s 
Paffport,  dated  at  Bern  the  ^\h  of  05i.  1 713. 
They  faid  they  had  ferved  the  Duke  o^  Savoy. 
Gave  them  ten  Livres. 

Mr.  Elcock  the  Meflenger  arrived  here  about 
Nine  at  Night,  with  Letters  from  the  Lord 
Bolinghroke.  —  He  faid,  he  had  Letters 
for  Lady  Jerfey^  from  Lord  Bolinghroke,  and 
Lord  Lanfdown. 

03.  z^th.  Gave  a  Paffport  to  Terence  Brady  and  his 
Wife  to  go  to  London.  He  was  taken  Pri- 
foner  with  Hamilton^  Regiment  at  Marchi- 
ennes.  Colonel  Douglas  by  Letter  defires  Mr. 
Prior's  Paffport  for  him. 

03.  zQihl  Gave  a  Paffport  to  Ephraim  Vkkafs^  Barber 
to  a  Veffcl  taken  by  the  French  :  He  was 
carried  to  Smyrna,  and  on  the  Publication  of 
the  Ceffation  of  Arm?,  was  permitted  to  go 
to  Leghorn f  from  thence  to  Toulon ;  from 
whence  he  came  to  Paris,  had  a  Paffport  from 

the  Count   de ,  dated  the   5th  Inftant. 

He  had  alfo  a  printed  Paffport  on  Paper,  on 
which  was  written,  Atteftations  of  the  Places 
he  had  come  through  to  Paris. 

Difpatched 
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Difpatched  Mr.   Elcock   to  England  with  Nov.  i//. 
Letters  to  Lord  BoUnghroke  and  Lord  Trea- 
furer  of  the  fame  Date. 

Gave  a  PafTport  to  Thomas  Baldwin.,  who 
had  formerly  ferved  Mr.  Prior  as  a  Foot- 
man, 

Mr.  Prior  and  Mr.  Pajot  examined  the  AW  zd. 
Treaty  for  eftablilhing  thePoflageof  Letters 
between  England  and  France.,  and  figned  the 
fame,  Mr.  Froivde  being  prefent :  There  were 
two  Treaties  in  French  and  two  in  Englijlo  .* 
Mr.  Frowde  had  the  two  Engllfh  to  get  rati- 
fied in  England  by  the  Poft-mafters  there, 
which  is  to  be  done  in  eight  Days,  and  one 
.of  them  fo  ratified  to  be  fent  to  Mr.  Pajot-, 
in  Lieu  of  which  Mr.  Pajot  returns  one  of 
the  Treaties  in  French,  to  be  kept  in  the  Poft- 
Office  at  London.,  as  that  in  Englijh  is  to  be 
kept  in  the  Poft-Office  at  Paris  ;  fo  that  the 
Poil-mafters  in  London  have  one  in  French 
and  one  in  Englijh  -,  and  the  Pofl-mafter  at 
Paris   has  one  in  Englijh  and  one  in  French, 

Gave  a  PafTport  to  Robert  Stnith.,  Elq;  and  Niy-v.  ^iL 
Ralph  Cur  rice,  his  Valet,  to  go  to  London. 

EdwarclHoufan  brought  a  Certificate  from  the  Nov.izth. 
MarJJml  Duke  of  Tallard,  that  he  had  ferved 
him  faithfully  two  Years  as Under-Huntfman, 
&xX.Qd  November^,  I7'3?  figned T^/Z^r^,  and 
witnefled  Hardtng.  He  faid  he  came  over 
with  Tallard;  upon  which  Mr.  Prior  gave 
him  a  PafTport. 

Mr.  Priob.  went,  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy's  Nov<  i6fk 
with  the  Duke  of  Richmond,    to  prefent  his 
Affair  °,    and  at  the  fame  Time  prefented  to 
Monfieur  de  Torcy,  a  Memorial  relating   to 

Captain 
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Captain    Buttler,    recommended   to  him  by 
the  Duke  of  Ormond, 

;IW.  i6th.  Mr.  George  Arbuthnot  having  ferved  as 
Captain  in  Her  Majejlfs  Regi?nent  of  Foot, 
commanded  hy  Colonel  Kane,  ca?7ie  to  me  this 
l6th  Day  of  November  1713,  N.  S.  and  ac- 
quainted me  that  the  faid  Regiment  having  been 
broke  at  Calais  in  June  lajl,  he  the  faid 
George  Arbuthnot  is  no  oiherivife  provided  for 
by  the  Government^  than  by  the  Half~Pay 
which  Her  Majejly  has  been  gracioufly  pleafed  to 
allow  to  the  Oncers  of  the  faid  Regiment,  At 
Paris  the  Day  and  Tear  above-written, 

M.  P, 

i\W.  x-jth.  Gave  a  Pafs  to  Mr.  Philemon Pownol,  to  go 
to  London. 

Ngv.iyiL  Gave  a  Pafs  to  William  Sjnith,  z.Hampfhire' 
Man,  who  came  from  Geneva.,  being  fet  a- 
fhore  there  in  his  Paflage  to  Smyrna  on  Board 
a  Merchantman,  the  Sea  not  agreeing  with 
him— the  Ship  named  the  London  MercharH. 
He  continued  there  live  Months.  Gave  him 
five  Livres. 

iW.  I  %th.  Gave  a  Pafs  to  John  Smith  of  Neiv-Tork^ 
concerned  in  the  Ship  the  TJoree  Brothers  of 
that  Country,  to  go  to  London. 

Nov.iqflj.  Gave  a  Pafs  to  William  Everet,  who  came 
from  Dunkirk  •,  being  difcharged  from  the 
Regiment  of  Colonel  Difney,  at  his  the  faid 
Everefs  Requeft,  the  apch  of  July  171 3. 
He  came  to  Paris  v/ith  one  JVilliam  Defrom, 
a  Dancing-mafter,    who  had  a  Paffport  for 

himfelf 
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himfelf  and  fix  Others,from  the  Earl  of  Jth-  - 
lone  dated  at  Mons  the  ift  of  O£fober  1713. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Envoy  of  the  King  AW.  z-jtJ}. 
of  Sicih\  came  with  le  Sieur  St.  Ifpclife  to 
prefent  him  to  Mr.  Prior,  and  to  defire  for 
the  faid  *  Mr.  Ifpolife  a  Pafiport  to  go  to 
London.  He  produced  a  Paffport  figned  by 
jMr.  Cbelivynd,  the  5th  of  Septe-mher  1713, 
for  his  palling  from  Turin  to  France^  and 
from  thence  to  England.  The  faid  Paflport 
was  figned  this  Day  by  Mr.  Prior,  for  his 
going  to  England  accordingly. 

Duke  Jy Aumont  arrived  here  on  Saturday  No-v.  z^tL 
the  25th  Inftant,    and  went  to  Ferfailles  the 
next  Day  the  a6fh. 

The  Earl  of  'Peterbo?vugb  arrived  here  on  Ki^j.  26/^ 
Sunday  Evening  the  26th  Inftant.      As  did 
Admiral  Jennings^  who  took  up  his  Lodgings 
in  the  fame  Hotel  as  Mr.  Prior. 

Monday  Morning  about  Nine  Mr.  Prior  Dec.  j/k 
went  in  his  own  Coach  and  Six  with  Admi- 
ral Jennings  to  the  Earl  of  Pderborougb's,  to 
the  Hotel  Modene,  where  about  Ten  the 
Duke  D^Auifiont  arrived  as  he  I\ad  promifed 
my  Lord  Peterborough*  Mr.  Prior  and  Ad- 
miral Jennings  J  upon  his  Arrival,  went  down 
Stairs,  received  him  at  the  Gate,  and  went  ia 
his  Coach  to  Verfailles^  where  they  arrived 
abouiEleven,  and  defcended  at  hisHotel  there  ; 
and  foon  after,  the  Duke  D^Aumont  went  to 
Monfieur  de  'Torcy^s^  and  the  Lord  Peter- 
borciigb  to  the  Duke's  Lodgings  in  the  Cha- 
teau.    Mr.  Prior  at  the  fame  Time  went 


*  Colonel  in  Her  Majefty's   Service,    and   Adjutar.t- 
Gsfieral  to  his  Royal  Kighneis  the  DuJ<e  of  Sai-aj. 

alfo 
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alfo  to  Monfieur  de  'Torcy\.  The  Admiral 
followed  my  Lord  Peterborough  about  an  Hour 
after  his  Lordfhip  came  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy's. 
His  Lordfhip,  Mr.  Prior,  and  Admiral  Jen- 
nings^  dined  with  Monfieur  de  Torcy  *,  as  did 
alfo  the  Duke  ly Aumond^  Marefchal  Tbejpy 
Marcfchal  'Tallardy  the  Cardinal  de  Polignac, 
and  feveral  others,  Perfons  of  Diftinftion. 
About  Five  the  fame  Afternoon,  his  Lord- 
Ihip  had  an  Audience  of  the  King  in  his 
Clofet,  introduced  thereto  by  the  Marquis  de 
Torcy^  Mr.  Prior  being  prefent.  After 
which  the  Duke  U Aiwiont  prefented  Admi- 
ral Jennings  to  His  Majefty,  who  received 
him  very  gracioudy  i  told  him  he  was  glad  to 
fee  a  Man  who  had  gained  fo  great  a  Repu- 
tation in  Maritime  Affairs  j  that  as  Her  Ma- 
jefty had  defervedly  promoted  him  for  thefe 
Services,  he  doubted  not  but  he  would  dedi- 
cate the  reft  of  his  Life  to  the  Service  of  fo 
good  a  Miftrefs.  Admiral  Jennings  not  fpeak- 
ing  French,  the  King  defired  Mr.  Prior  to 
tell  him  in  Englijh  what  he  faid  ;  which  Mr. 
Prior  did  accordingly :  About  Seven  the 
fame  Evening  the  Earl  of  Peterborough  re- 
turned to  Paris^  as  did  Mr.  Prior  the  next 
Day  in  the  Evening  :  The  Admiral  fraying 
at  Verfailles,  being  invited  by  the  Count  'To- 
loufe  to  Supper  with  him. 
Dec.  dth.  My  Lord  Peterborough  went  to  Ver failles 
about  Noon,  and  Mr.  Prior  dined  at  Paris 
with  Mr.  Annifon  and  Monfieur  *  ^*  Iber" 
'ville, 

*  Appointed  Envoy  Extraordinary   to  the  Court  of 
G-reat  Britain. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Elcock,  one  of  Her  Majefty's  Mefien-  Dec.  6iL 
gers,  arrived  here  on  IVednefday  Afternoon 
aboiit  Five  o*Clock,  with  Letters  from  En^~ 
land,  dated  the  ipthof  A^oww^cT  1713.  He 
left  England  on  Friday  laft.  Anfwered  the  faid 
Letters,  and  fenc  them  by  Admiral  Jennings 
the  7th. 

Mr.  Prior  Went  with  Lord  Peterborough  Dec.  c)th. 
to  Verfailles. 

I  fent  Captain  Padden*s  Letter  to  Mr.  ^urch  Dec.  lotb; 
mentioned  in  Mr.   Tilray*s  of   the  20th  of 
November. 

My  Lord  Peterborough  about  Noon  went  Dec:  lAtb. 
from  Paris  in  his  Way  to  *  Sicily. 

Mr.  Elcock  was  difpatched  about  Seven  mDec.  i^tb. 
the  Morning  v/ith  Letters  to  Lord  Bolingbroke 
and  Lord  Treafurer,  ^c. 

By  a  Letter  fi'om  Mr.  Burch  without  Date,  Dec.  i-jth^ 
he  advifes  that  my  Lord  Lexiyigton  left  Ma- 
drid the  2.8th  of  November  17 13,    to  return 
by  the  Way  of  Lisbon  to  England, 

Mr.  Barton  arrived  about  Ten  this  Morn-  Dec.  \^th^ 
ing  with  Letters  from  Lord  Bolingbroke,  dated 
at  M^indfor  the  2.d  of  Decef?iber  171 3,  N.  S. 
And  about  Twelve  Mr.  Prior  went  to  Fer- 
failles,  gave  in  a  Copy  of  a  Memorial  relating 
to  the  Galeriens  prefented  by  the  Duke  of 
Shrewsbury.,  and  another  from  himfelf  for 
others ;  and  before  his  Departure  went  to 
Js/loniieur  Pont  chart  rain.,  gave  in  two  Memori- 
als, that  of  Captain  Burnabf^  and  of  the  Ship 
Plyjuouth. 

Barton  brought  with  him  from  the  Pofi:,- 
Maller- General,    The  'Treaty  for  the  Corref- 

*  His  Lordfhip  was  going  Ambafiador  thither. 

D  d  ^ondencs 
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pondence  of  Letters  between  France  a?id  Great 
Britain  :  Signed  by  Mr.  Pcijot  and  Mr.  Prior 
the  2d  Day  o^  December^  N.  S.  At  Paris,  ^7^3' 
Ratified  by  the  faid  Poft-Mafter  in  the  Words 
following,  viz. 

*  We,  Sir  Thomas  Frankland,  Baronet, 
'  and  Sir  John  Evelyn,  Baronet,  Pofl-Mafters- 
'  General  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and 
'  of  all  other  the  Dominions  of  Her  Majefty 
'  of  Great  Britain,  and  General  of  all  the 
'  Couriers  and  Polls,    having  read  and  con- 

*  fidered  the  Articles  of  Agreement  in  a 
'  Treaty  made  and  concluded  on  the  Second 
'  Day  of  November,  N.  S.  in  the  Year  of 
'  our  Lord  1 713.  between  the  Honourable 
'  Matthew  Prior,  Efq;  Miniiler  and 
'   Plenipotentiary   of    the    Queen   of    Great 

*  Britain  to  his  moft  Chriftlan  Majefty,  as 
'  having  Power  and  Procuration  from  us  on 

*  the  one  Part,  and  Lewis  Pajoty  Count 
«  of  Onfenbray,  Lord  of  Fillers,  St.  ^ubus^ 
'  du  Fauroux,  and  other  Places,  Comptrol- 
'  ler-General  of  the  Polls  of  France,  as  hav- 
'  ing  CommifTion  and  Power  from   M.  John 

*  Baptift  Colbert,  Chevalier,  Marquis  of  Tor- 
'  cy,  CroiJJy,  Sable,  Br  is,  Dauphine,  and  o- 
'  ther  Places,  Minifter  and  Secretary  of  State, 
'  and  of  the  Commands  of  his  moft  Chriftian 
'  Majefty,  Commander  and  Superintendant- 
'  General  of  the  Pofts  and  Couriers  of  France^ 
«  on  the  other  Part,  for  eftabliftiins:  the  good 
'  Correfpondency   and  Intelligence   between 

*  the  Kingdoms  of  Great  Britain  and  France j 
«  as  to  the  Intercourfe  of  the  Pofts  ;  do  upon 

*  full  Satisfiiction  of  the  Contents  of  the  faid 

'  Treaty, 
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*  Treaty,  contained  in  one  and  twenty  Arti- 

*  des  in  Efigli/h  afore- written,  ratify  and  con- 
'  firm  all  and  every  the  Articles  and  Claufcs 

*  therein   contained.        General   Poft-Office, 
'  London,  November  17th,  1 7 1 3 . 

Tho.  Frankland, 
John  Ev^elyn. 

Mr.  Prior  went  to  Mr.  Pajoi  this  Morn-  Dec.  zzd\ 
ing,  and  exchanged  with  him  the  Treaty 
abovementioned,  for  that  in  French,  intitled, 
*Trdit t; pour  la  Correfpondence  des  Lettres  entre 
la  Grande  Bretagne  et  la  France.  The  Ratifi- 
cation of  the  faid  Treaty  was  figned  at  Paris 
by  Monfieur  de  "Torcy,   the  9th  of  November^ 

Colbert  de  Torcy. 

The  Pofl-Mafters  tranfmitted  Bills  to  Mr* 
Pajot  for  19473  Livres  14  Sols,  towards 
the  Difcharge  of  the  Debt  due  to  him  from 

the  Poft'OjJice,  London. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Barton  was  difpatched  to  England 
the  ijth  Day,  in  the  Evening,  with  Let- 
ters to  Lord  Bolingbroke,  Lord-Treafurer^ 
and  Lady  Majham^  — and  carried  with  him 
the  aforefaid  Treaty  in  French,  for  the 
Pofl-Mafters  at  London,  and  a  Letter  from 
Mr.  Pajot  to  the  faid  Pofl-Maflers. 

This  Day  Mr.  Prior  had  a  private  Audi-  ^ec.  z^d\ 

ence  of  his  Majefty  in    his  Clofer,  introduced 

by  the  Marquis  de  Torcy,  upon  the  Subjeft  of 

the  Letters  brought  by  Mr.  Barton  ;    the  Sub- 

D  d  2  ftance 
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ftance  of  which  will  be  found  in  Mr  Prior*s 
*  Letter  to  Lord  Bolmgbroke  of  the  25th  In- 
ftant. 
^^  About  fix  in  the  Evening  Jonathan  was 
difpatched  to  England^  with  Letters  to  Lord 
Treafurer,  Lord  Bolinghroke^  Mr.  d'lberville^ 
Monfieur  Gaidlier^  and  other  private  Letters, 
and  TriifRes  for  the  Queen. 

This  Day  Mr.  Prior  gave  aBillof  4OO0 
Livres  upon  Tourton^  for  the  prefent,  to  M. 
Breteuil  and  Mr.  Saintot,  —  Remember  to  ask 
Mr.  Ganre/(?r  the  Receipts  Mr.  Prior  gave 
him  for  the  /aid  Money ^  as  alfo  for  what  was 
given  to  Mr.  jMerlin,  Secretary  to  the  Intro- 
dtiofors,  &c. 

Receiv'd  a  Letter  from  the  Poft-Mafter- 
General  of  London,  dated  the  24th  of  Decefn- 
her,  O.  S.  acknowledging  the  Receipt  of  the 
Counterpart  of  the  Ratilication  aforemention- 
ed, figned  by  Monfieur  Torcy,  for  the  Ef- 
tablifhment  of  the  Correfpondence  of  Letters, 
fignifying  that  the  Pacquct-Boat  fettled  is  to 
go  every  Monday  and  Thurjday  to  Calais^  to 
bring  the  Mail  fent  from  ^aris. 

N.  B.  The  Letters  go  from  Paris  to  Calais 
IFednefday  Morning  Eight  of  the  Clock, 
and  Saturday  Morning,  ditto. 

Mr  Barton  arrived  here  with  Letters  from 
my  Lord  Bolinghroke  this  Evening,  dated  at 
V/indjlr  the  29th  of  December* 

The  next  Day  Letters  from  England  came 
in  by  the  Pod,  and  brought  one  (amongft 
others)   from    Mr.   IFace,  of  Mr.  Secretary 

*  This  Letter  is  not  among  the  Papers. 

Brom- 
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Brof?iiey's  Office,  inclofing  one  by  Mr,  Lezvis^s 
Order,  to  the  great  Mafter  of  Malt a^  from 
the  Queen. 

Mr.' Prior  was  pleafed  to  go  to  the  Ml- ^^"-^o^'-'- 
nifter  here  from  Malta^  to  deliver  the  faid 
Letter  himfelf ;  but  the  Ambafllidor  not  be- 
ing at  home,  he  was  pleafed  to  fend  Drift  on 
Monday  the  22d,  in  his  Coach,  with  four 
Servants,  who  prefented  the  faid  Letter  with 
his  Compliments  to  the  Ambafilidor. 

Nlv.  Barton  was  difparched  to  ZjWo;?,  with   ^  ^ 
Letters  for  Lord  Bolirighroke^  and  Lord  Trea- 
furer  ;  and  he  departed  from  hence  about  5  in 
the  Morning. 

Gave  a  Pafs  to  Peter  Sampfon,  of  the  IQe  Feb.  c^th. 
ofjerfey^  to  go  x.o  London.  — He  was  here 
about  a  Ship  loaden  with  Coals  from  that 
Ifland,  which  was  condemned  for  having  one 
Pound  fourteen  Ounces  of  Tobacco  on  board. 
—-Mr.  Prior  was  pleafed  to  give  in  feveral 
Memorials  for  the  Relief  of  the  fiid  Sampfon^ 
and  to  have  the  Ship  fet  at  Liberty.  Monfieur 
Defmarets  woud  do  little  in  it. 

Gave  a  Pafs   to  John  Saunders .,  vi]\o  -^ro- Feb.  11  th. 
duced  a   PalTport,  figned  by  Mr.  St  any  an  at 
Bernxht  15th   Day  of  January,  1714,  and 
counter-ligned  by  L.  Schauh. 

Mr.  Barton  arrived  at  Verfailles   this    Day,  Feb.  xyh. 
about  two  in  the   Afternoon,    with  Letters 
from  Lord  Bolinghroke  and  Lord  Treafurer. 

Mr.  Frederick  Sadier,  Engraver,  who  came  ^'^^^  ^S^^' 
^vQm* England  \n  King  Charles  lid's  Time,  and 
has  been  many  Years  in  Paris,  defiring  to 
return  to  England  with  one  of  his  Sons,  Mr. 
Prior  fpoke  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  about  it 
the  13th  J  and  the  15th  Mr.  Prior  was  pleaf- 
ed 
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cd  to  give  him  his  Paflport,  bearing  date  the 
fame  Day,  for  him  and  his  Son  Henry.  He 
has  a  Wife  here  of  the  North  of  Ireland  -,  her 
Name  is  Margaret  Sadler  ;  and  a  Son,  Fre- 

derick, 

Feb.  z-]th.  Gave  a  Pafiport  to  Mr.  John  Burnahly^  to 
go  to  London. 

Mar.  id.  Gave  a  Pafiport  to  Colonel  John  Lechiery 
to    go    to    Port   Mahone.,    to  his    Regiment 

there P^#r  a  Fort  Mahon, dayis  VJJle 

de  Minorqiie.^  le  Sieur  Jean  Leckner  Anglois.^ 
Col  d'un  Regiment  de  la  Reine  aprefent  fur  cette 

Mw.  z^w.  Gave  a  Certificate  to  Mr.  George  Arhuthnot^ 
Mutatis  mutandis .^  the  fame  as  that  of  the  1 6th 
of  No'vember.^  1712,  the  Date  only  changed 
to  this  Day.    " 

On  Mr.  Prior's  writing  a  Letter  to  the 
Baron  de  Breteuil.,  to  have  Meat  during  Lent, 
at  the  Hotel  de  DieUy  the  Introduftor  fent 
him  the  Order  in  the  Words  following,  viz, 

*  Nous  Baron  de  Breteuil  et  de  Preuilly, 
premier  Baron  de  Touraine,  Confeiller  du  Roy 
en  fes  Confeilles,  IntroduUeur  des  Amhajfadeurs 
et  Princes  Etrangers  aiipres  de  fa  Majejle^  en- 
jo  ir.  on  s   au  Boucher  de  I'' Hot  el  JDieu  de  fournir 

'*  In  EngUfi  :  "  We  the  Baron  of  'Breteuil  and  Preuilly, 
firft  Baron  of  Tourain,  Councillor  to  the  King  in  his 
Councils,  Introdudor  of  AmbaiTadors  and  Foreign  Prin- 
ces to  his  Mnjtlly,  enjoin  the  Butcher  of  the  Hkel 
Disu  to  furnifli  during  Lent,  at  the  Market  Price  efta- 
blifhed  by  the  King's  Order,  all  Sorts  of  Butcher's 
Meat  that  fhall  be  neceffary  for  the  Subfiftence  of  the 
Familycf  Mr.  Prior,  Plenipotentiary  from  the  Queen 
o^G;-cat  Britain,  Given  at  Paris  the  6th  Day  of 
March,   1714." 

pen- 
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pendant  le  Carefme  an  Prix  Ordinaire^  fiiivant 
l^Ordre  du  Roy,  toiite  la  V'lande  dc  Boucherie  et 
Rotijjerle  qui  fera  necejjaire  pour  la  Suhftfiance 
de  la  Maifon  de  Monfieur  Prior,  Tlenipoten- 
tiare  de  la  Rc'ine  de  la  Grand  Bretagne,  Fait 
a  Paris  le  fmieme  Jour  de  Mars,  i7l4« 

Le  Baron  pEBRfeTEuiL. 
Par  Man,  de  Seigneur,  De  Cerny. 


Gave  a  Paffport  to  7'homas  Hulfe  o^  Nant-  ^^''■"''^• 
wich,  in   the  County  of  Cbejler,  to  return  to 
England. 

Mr.  Barton  was  difpatched  to  London,  with  ^^r.iith. 
an  Account  of  the  Peace   being   figned  be- 
tween  the   Emperor  and  his  moft  Chriftian 
Majefly. 

Mr.  Prior  went  this  Afternoon  to  St.  Mar.\6th. 
Claude,  to  the  Eleftor  of  Bavaria,  who  has  a 
Houfe  there,  to  congratulate  him  upon  the 
Peace;  as  all  the  Minifters  of  Fr^w^,  and  the 
Ambafladors  and  Envoys  of  Foreign  Minillers 
have  done. 

Gave    a   Pafiport   to  Jofeph  Harrifon,    a  Mar.zotb. 
Staff  or  djhire  Man,  and   Buckle-Maker,  to  go 
to  London  about  his  Trade,     He  came  into 
France  during  the  laft  Peace. 

Mr.  Henry  Villiers  went  from  hence  this  Mavzifth, 
Morning  with  Mr.  Rowland  Bright^  who  came 
from  the  Lord  Boli77gbroke  hither  for  him. 
They  both  had  Mr.  Prior's  PafTport  -,  Mr, 
Hayward  the  Meffenger,  and  Jonathan  Mr. 
Prior's  Servant,  accompanying  them. 

D  d  4.  Gave 
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Mar,  23/  Gave  a  Paffport  to  Jkfary  Robin/on,  Maryt 
Shinn,  Francis  Willmgton^  Mark  Mold,  and 
Robert  Ratboniy  a  Child,  (of  the  Company 
of  Rope  Dancers)  to  ^o  to  England. 
JMar.zyth.  Gave  two  Pafiports,  dated  this  Day,  to  Tho- 
mas Loving,  John  Rinet,  Charles  Freejnin^ 
Gilles  Pillon,  Anthony  Fouche,  Gilles  Blancbat, 
Dennis  Raullet,  Jacques  Mafon,  Charles  Gal- 
let,  and  Thomas  Lucas  of  the  Ifle  oijerfey, 
who  failed  from  thence  in  the  ShipP/V/r^, 
bound  to  Leghorn  :  They  were  caft  away  on 
the  Coafl  of  Provence.  They  brought  a  PalT- 
port  from  the  Governor  there,  Mr .  Jonville, 
dated  the  3d  Inftant,  fignifying  their  having 

been  caft  away  on  the  fame  Coaft -Gav-e 

them  thirty  Livres. 
Ifar-iifi.      Gave    a    Paflport  to  V/illiam  Wagftaff,  a 
Servant  to  Mr.  Banis,  and  brought  over  with 
him  from  England.    Dr.  Lidderal  fpokein  his 
Favour  ;  and  a  Servant  of  the  Duke  o{ Rich- 
rj.cndca.mQ  to  defire   that  he  might  have  the 
FaiTport,  the  faid  TVilliain  being  to  go  away 
the  next  Day,  the  2d  of  April,  1714. 
Idar.  31/.      Gave  a  Paflport  to  Richard  Hunter  and  Ma- 
ry Burgefs,  Servants  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Countefs  of  Jerfey,    to  return  to  Lo7idon, 
dated  this  Day. 
,    ,        Gave  a  Paflport,  dated  this  Day,  to  Jeasi 
'    Cabot,  Thomas  Lauine,  Martin  Coufin,  Jean 
le  Ber,  Jacques  Jardin,  and   George  Gamier^ 
fix  Matelots   of   the    fame  Crew  abovemen- 
tioned,  cafliaway  in  the  Ship  Peter,  as  above- 
mentioned. 
'JprilGth,       Gave  a  Paflport  to  Frederick  Sadler,  and 
Margaret    his    Wife,    and    tp  Frederick  and 

Henryt 
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"Henry,  and  their  Servant  Maid,  to  ^oiq  Eng- 
land.    Vide  the  15th  of  February  foregoing, 

Mr.  Bill  the  MelTenger  arrived  here  in  the  May  cth. 
Evening,  with  Letters  from  Lord  Bolingbroke, 
dated  the  21ft  o^  April,  O.  S, 

Gave  a  Pafiport  to  Gervais  Road,  born  ativ/^^  mh. 
Stepney,  who  was  cafl  away  the  i8thofF<?- 
hruary,  17 14,  on  board  the  Ship  Vicloryy 
Captain  Miller  Commander,  at  Rofar,  with- 
in ten  Leagues  of  Naples^  coming  from  Smyr- 
7ta  to  Leghorn  with  Silks. 

Gave  a  PafTport  to  Mr.  Chrijlopher  Kane 
and  his  Wife,  two  Footmen  and  a  Maid  Ser- 
vant. 

Mr.  Barton  was   difpatched  from  hence  a-'^'^j' 12'^- 
bout  Five  of  the  Clock  this  Afternoon. 

Mr.  Sfnith  arrived  the  fame  Evening.  Bar- 
ton returned  with  him  from  St.  Dennis,  and 
fet  out  the  next  Morning  early,  the  13th,  for 
Englafid. 

Mr.  Bill  was  difpatched  to  England*  May  i^th. 

Mr.  Prior  went  toMonfieur  Amelot.  Mon- May  2zd, 
fieur   Lecheraine,    and    Monfieur    Bernardin 
were  there  ;   and  had  a  Conference  concerning 
Menton  and  Rocahrun» 

Gave  a  PafTport  to  Charles  Gofet,  Jean  Gal-  ^^""y  ^f '^- 
let,  Nicholas  Fillet,  Pierre  Chatelair,  Jacques 
Jourdain,  Richard  l^Anglois,  et  Jean  la  Fojfe^ 
Matelots  of  the  Ifle  of  Jcrfey,  They  were  cait 
away  in  the  Ship  Pelegrin,  commanded  by 
James  du  Doit,  on  the  Coaft  of  Province,  the 
25th  of  April. 

On  Sunday  I  went  in  Mr.  Prior's  Coach  ^""y  ^1^^- 
and  fix  Horfes,  with  all  his  Equipage,  to  the 
Maijhn  de  Rambouitlet,  to  pay  his  Compliment 

to 
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to  Mr.   Goflinge  and  de  Buis,  Ambaflfadors 
from  the  States,  it  being  the  Dayof  their  Entry. 
Mr.  Barton  was  difpatched  at  Nine  at  Night 
to  England. 

June  -'h       Gave  a  Paffport  to Conjlantin^  Jacques 

^  '  Gardin,  Jacques  Rahafte^  Jean  Pontois,  Pierre 
Cordy,  Antoine  Rahafie^  Jacques  NicoUy  Pi- 
erre ^{eripet,  tons  de  l*I/Ie  de  Jerfey^  et  Sujets 
de  fa  Majejle,  Sec.  They  were  caft  away  an 
tr avers  du  Cape  de  Gate,  going  to  Alicant  a- 
bout  a  la  Cofle  d^Efpagne,  &:c, 

June  6tk.  Gave  a  PaiTport  to  John  Laas  born  in  Pet- 
ty-France,  Weftminfler,  Mariner,  who  was 
caft  away  in  the  Ship  May-Flower,  Captain 
Norton  Commander,  in  the  Ifland  o{  Scilly. 
I-Je  produced  a  Paffport  from  Tho.  Chamber- 
laine  ,  Conful  at  MeJJina,  dated  the  14th  of 
January,   17 14. 

Juiieiyh.  Mr.  Dagley  the  Meffenger  was  difpatched 
this  Day  about  Five  in  the  iVfternoon. 

Jiiuei^th.  Gave  a  Paffport  to  Captain  James  Smith 
and  his  Servant,  a  Negroe,  to  go  to  London. 
He  was  naturalized  at  y^;zi^(?^£?^,  in  16^.  The 
Enrohnent  was  made  the  30th  o^  Auguji  the 
fame  Year.     Signed  Thomas  Nichols  Secretary. 

Jul-'  2  ah.  Re'iji^isr  Beiikers,  of  the  Town  oiUtrecht.^  de- 
firing  Mr.  Prior*s  Paffport  to  go  to  London.^ 
and  producing  one  from  M.  de  Buys,  the 
Dutch  Ambiffador,  figned  and  dated  at  Paris 
the  8th  of  Jtine,  1714.  Mr.  Prior  was 
thereupon  pleafed  to  give  him  his  Paffport 
accordingly. 

Aug.  nth.  Gave  a  Paffport  to  Daniel  Dounel,  aged 
thirty  Years,  who  came  from  Ireland  in  Ja- 
72uary  laft,  to  go  to  Montpelier  to  ftudy 
Phyfic ;  but  falling  ill  whilft  he  was  in  France., 

he 
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he  was  obliged  to  return   to  his  own  Country 
for  the  Recovery  of  his  Health.  —  Pajfer  a 
Havre  ^  et  de  la  en  Irland. 
This    PafTport  was  given  upon  Sir  Richard*^ 

Certificate,  inclofed  in  a  Letter  to  me  of  the 

lithlnftant. 

The  Lord  Peterborough  went  this  Morning  ^'ig-  ^^K 
to  England. 

Mr.  Prior,  had  an  A.udience  of  the  King,  ^'^g-2otL 
wherein,  among  other  Things,  he  announced 
the  Death  of  her  Majcfty. 
The   Queen   died  on    Sunday    Morning   at 

Kenfington^  a  little  after  'SiZYt^i  of  the  Clock, 

in  the  fiftieth  Year  of  her  Age,  and  the  13th 

of  her  Reign,  17 14. 

Barton  was  difpatchcd  to  the  King  at  Han-  Jug.zoih. 
over,  with  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Prior. 

Beekles  the  Meffenger  arrived  with  Letters  ^«^.  2iji, 
from  Lord  Bolinghroke. 

Gave  a   PalTport   to  Walter   Hayley\  who  ^"S-  H^^- 
came  from  England  by   Order  of  the  Lord 
Burlington,  with  two  Irijh  Wolf- Dogs  and    a 
Eitch,  for  M.    de  la  Fayl,  Gentleman  of  the 
Bed- Chamber  to  the  King  of  France. 

Difpatched   Mr.  Dagley  to  England,  with  Aug.  23^. 
Letters  for  Lord  Bolinghroke,   about  Tv/o  in 
the  Afternoon. 

Gave  a  PalTport  to  I'homas  P or drie,  Jean  Aug.z<^th. 
Lateur,  Charles  Vivien,  Gilles  Cohe^  Jean  La- 
terre,  Charles  Bingote,  Denis  Goron,  Gilles 
Nichol,  Pierre  Bargnet,  Anto'ine  Rajiel^  Jacques 
TFilfon,  et  ^omas  Croqiiert ;  all  belonging  to 
Southampton.  They  were  caft  away  in  the 
Ship  Mermaid,  near  the  Ifles  of  Gnores,  in  the 
Streights.     She  belonged  to  Southam-pton,  was 

loaded 
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loaded  there  with  dry  FiOi,  and  bound  to 
Leghorn^  Captain  PFtljon  Commander. 

SeA  £^th.  Mr.  Barton  arrived  her  about  Seven  in  the 
Evening  from  Hanover^  with  Letters  from 
His  Majefly. 

O?  2  I  ^'*  -^^^^^^  prefented  a  Memorial,  requir- 
ing that  the  Canal  and  the  new  Works  at 
Mardyke  fhould  be  demolifhed. 

l^ni  of  the  Journal,^ 


I7H- 


fucceeds 
Mr.  Pri 


The  Earl  The  next  Day  after  Mr.  Prior  had  prefent- 
ijJStairs  ed  the  Memorial  above-mentioned,  the  Earl 
of  Stain  was  appointed  to  go  and  fucceed  him 
at  the  Court  of  France,  Elis  Lordfhip  went 
over,  but  did  not  take  upon  him  the  Title  of 
Ambaficidor  till  fometime  after,  on  Accounc 
of  the  Works  erefted  at  Mardyke^  and  fomc 
other  Differences  between  the  two  Courts. 
We  find  however,  from  what  was  obferved 
concerning  the  Payment  of  his  Arrears,  that 
Mr.  Prior  had  not  the  Charader  of  a  pub- 
lic Minifter  longer  than  the  firft  of  December 
this  Year  :  About  which  Time,  in  all  Ap- 
pearance, Lord  Stairs  took  PoflelTion  of  all 
his  Papers  that  were  then  to  be  found  :  There 
bei4ig  no  Qiieilion  but  he  had,  before  this, 
fecured  thofe  that  might  have  injured  himfelf, 
or  any  of  his  Friends.  For  the  violent  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  new  Miniftry,  againft  all  who 
had  any  Concern  in  the  late  Negotiations, 
were  fufficient  to  put  him  on  his  Guard,  and 
make  him  expedl  the  Storm  that  foon  after 
followed. 

Mr. 
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Mr.  Prior  feems  to  have  laboured   under  Mr.  Pri- 
fbme  Difficulties,    even    before   the   Queen's  °'^^PP'^^5 
Death,  on  Account  of  the  ill  Payment  of  hisp^y^^^gj^^ 
Salary  :  And  after  the  late  King*s  Acceffion,  of 'his  Ar- 
he  made  fuch  Repreientations  on  that  Head,  rears. 
as  procured  the  following  Letter  from  his  old 
ColleguetheDukeof^/^r^wji^z^rv,  who  fucceed- 
ed  the  Earl  of   Oxford  in  the  Place  of  Lord 
Treafurer, 


i  IR, 


To  Mr.  Prior  at  Paris. 

O^oher  ^^th,   1 7 14, 


*  rTp  H  O'  I  have  been  filent,  I  have  never 

*  A    negle<51:ed  your  Concerns.     When  my  Duke  of 

'  Lord  Oxford  quitted  the  Staff,  he  had  or-  Shren.vsbu- 

*  dered  fome  Money  for  you,  and  feveral  o-  '^^°  ^^^* 

*  thers,  to  the  Value  of  fixty  or  feventy  thou-    ^^^^' 
*■  fand  Pound.     Thofe   who  were  to  fucceed 

*  him,  got  Her  Majefty  before  her  Illnefs,  to 

*  defer  the  giving  out,  or  latisfying  thofe 
'  Orders,  till  they  fhould  be  further  confider- 
«  ed.     After  her  Majefty's  Death,    I    could 

*  ilTue  no  Money  of  that  Nature,  without  a 

*  Sign  Manual  from  the  Lords  Juftices,  who 
'  reafonably  declined  any  Difbribution  of  Mo- 
*«ney,  but  what  direftly  tended  to  the  pre- 
'  ferving  the  Peace  in  Britain. 

'  Since  His  Majefty's  x^rrival,  I  have  feveral 

*  Times  mentioned  to   him  the   Difficulties 

*  and  Hardfhips  you  lie  under.  He  feems 
'  very  juftly   and   favourably  to  enter  into 

*  them  i  but  as  your  Arrears  are  a  Part  of  Her 

«  late 
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*  late  Majefty's    Debts»  and  they  very  confi- 

*  derable  ;  tho*  I  have  good  Reafon  to  believe 
'  what  was  due  to  the  Queen  at  Her  De- 
?  mife,  will  more  than  pay  that  Debt  ;  yet 
'  the  King  is  defirous  to  fee  a  State  of  that 
^  Matter  before  he  begins  to  pay}  which  could 
'  not  be  done  immediately  j  and  is,  I  think, 
'  the  only  Caufe  which  delays  the  Difpatch  of 
'  your  Affair.  I  am  fo  fenfibleof  the  DifH- 
'  culties  you  lie  under  upon  this  Account, 
'  that  if  I  had  power  to  remedy  them,  they 
'  fliould  foon  be  removed  :  And  I  make  no 
'  doubt  but  when  His  Majefty  has  gone  thro* 
'  thefe  Forms  he  has  prefcribed  himfelf,  Juf- 
'  tice  will  be  done  you.* 

The  Treafury  being  again  new-modelled, 
and  Lord  Halifa::^:,  another  old  Friend  of  Mr* 
Prior's,  appointed  firft  CommifTioner,  Mr, 
Prior  was  obliged  to  make  frefh  Applica- 
tion for  the  Payment  of  what  was  due  to  him, 
that  he  might  be  enabled  to  return  home  with 
Honour.  None  of  his  Letters  on  this  Occafion 
are  to  be  found  among  his  Papers  ;  but  in  a 
Letter  from  Lord  Halifax  to  him,  dated  De- 
cember the  ad,  1714,  is  the  following  PafTage. 
LoriHali-  (  1  read  your  Letter- to  the  King,  and  did 
/^xtoMr.  <  not  omit  doing  you  all  the  Good  I  could.  The 
'  King  has  ordered  you  fhould  be  paid  the  Al- 
'  lowance  of  a  Plenipotentiary  from  the  firft 
'  of  Augujl  to  the  firft  of  December^  together 
'  with  a  Bill  of  Extraordinaries,  amounting 

*  in  the  Whole  to  11 76  Pounds.  And  the  Bills 

*  that  were  due  in  the  Queen's  Time,  will  be 
«  paid  in  Courfe,  out  of  the  Queen's  Arrears.' 

But 
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But  the  Miniftry  were  in  no  hafle  to  make 
Mr.  Prior  eafy,  fince  it  appears  that  he  was 
not  fo  on  the  7th  of  February^  1 7 1 4- 15,  when 
he  received  two  Letters  on  \}m  fame  Subjed, 
one  from  Mr.  Secretary  Stanhope.,  and  the  o- 
ther  from  the  Earl  o^  Halifax.  In  the  Secre- 
tary's were  the  following  Words. 

'  I  reprefented  to  his  Majefty  in  Council,  Secretary 
^  that  it  would  be  impoffible  for  you  to  return  Sianhape  to 
'  home,  unlefs  you  were  enabled  to  pay  your      • 

*  Debts :  Upon  which  his  Majefty  has  been 

*  pleafed  to  direft,  that  your  Demands,  as 
'  ftated  to  my  Lord  Halifax,  be  complied 
'  with:  And  accordingly  I  have  fignified  his 

*  Majefty's  Pleafure  thereupon  to  Lord  Hali- 
'  fax,  who  I  am  perfuaded  will  be  pleafed 
'  to  ferve  you.' 

His  Lordfhip's  Letter  runs  thus : 

'  It  is  with  great  Pleafure  that  I  can  now  LovdHa/i' 

*  let  you  know,  that  upon  reading  my  LordA-^  ^ 

'  Stair  his  Letter,  giving  an  Account  of  your     ^'    ^^' 
'  Readinefs  to  obey  his  Majefty's  Orders,  the 

*  King   has   diredled  us  to  pay    you    2408 

*  Pounds,  for  the   two  Bills  of  Extraordina- 

*  ries  which  you  demanded  j  which,  together 

*  with  what  is  due  to  you  yet,  on  your  ordi- 
'  nary  Allowance,  fliall  be  difpatched  with  all 
'  the  Favour  and  Civility  we  can  fhcw  you. 

*  It  will  be  a  great  Pleafure  to  me  in  particu- 
^  lar,  to  haften  your  Return  from  an  unhap- 
«  py  and  uneafy  Station,  to  your  own  Coun- 

*  try  and  Friends,  in   which   Number  I  de- 

*  fire  you  will  rank  me.    I  am,  6cc. 

This 
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MrPRi-       This  Money  being  remitted,  and  Mr.  Pri- 
or returns  q^   having   difcharged     the    Demands    that 
iand^'^xA  ^^^^  °"  ^'"^  ^^  Paris.,    he  returned  to  Eng- 
is  taken    ^'^f^'^  i"  the  Month  of  Anarch,    Upon  his  Ar- 
into         rival,  on  the  2,5th  of  that   Month,   he  was 
Cuftody.   taken  up  by  an  Order  of  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons, and  committed   into  the  Hands  of  at 
Meffenger  :    And  on   the  firft   of  yf/?r//,  he 
underwent  a  ftridl  Examination  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Privy-Council  -,  the   Account  of 
which  he  thus  introduces. 

The  fevered"  Article  againfb  the  Inquili- 
'  tion,  is,  that  thofe  who  are  called  before  it^ 
^  are  not  allowed  a  Copy  of  their  Indidmenr, 

*  but  mull  themfelves  divine  the  Caufe  why 
'  they  are  imprifoned.  I  was  called  before 
'  the  Secret  Committe,  and  fworn  by  Mn 
'  Juftice  Bofcaiven  to  no  particular  Indidiment; 
'  the  Committee,  on  the  contrary,  affuring 
'  me  I  was  not  accufed  of  any  Crime  :  The 
'  Secretary  of  State  affuring  the  Committee, 
«  that  by  the  King*s  Order,  what  I  fhould  fay 

*  Ihould  no  way  affed  me.  After  which 
«  they  proceeded  to  a  wild  Examination,  not 
'  only  of  what  I   had  tranfafted  as  Her  Ma- 

*  jefty's  Plenipotentiary  for  three  Years  be- 
'  fore,  but  of  what  I    might  have  any  ways 

*  known  or  heard  of-,  what  the  Earl  o^Oxford^ 

*  the  Lord  Bolingbroke,  and  others,  concern* 
'  in  Her  Majefty's  Affairs,  had  adted/ 


What 


4^7 


What   paffed   at   Mr.    P  R  I  O  R  '  s 

Examination,  before  a  Committee 
of  the  Privy-Council. 

Drawn  up  by  Himself. 


^^SS^P  N  outward  Appearance,    they   were 

^%'t^K  ^^^  ^^^y  ^^^^^  '  ^^^  ^-"^  ^  Chair  equal 
ISlLJ^  to  the  Table  where  they  fat,  and 
^&^%^S  '"^^^  '■^  Secretary  Stanhope^  who  had 
;^^e)'s^ffi^  the  Books  and  Papers  of  the  Secreta- 
ry's Office  before  him.  Mr.  Walpole  the  Chair- 
man faid  jittle  more  than  mere  Compliment, 
Mr.  Lechfjiere,  with  great  Indudry,  hid  from 
me,  and  often  himfelf  looked  into  Papers  in  Fo- 
lio, unbound,  and  covered  with  a  blue  Sheet. 
I  did  not  then  know  what  they  were,  but  during 
the  Examination,  I  perceived  it  was  the  Report 
then  printed,  and  in  feme  few  Days  after  pub- 
lifhed.  He  began  with  an  affe6ted  Eloquence, 
that  as  T  had  ferved  in  a  very  high  Employment, 
and  with  very  great  Applaufe,  the  Committee  re- 
lie.d  upon  my  Candour  and  Probity  :  That  as  what 
they  asked  me  was  for  the  King's  Service,  fo 
what  I  anfwered  would  be  for  my  own  Honour. 
After  this  fome  of  them  began  with  feveral  vague 
Queftions:  What  I  knew  of  the  Negotiation? 
How  long  I  had  been  acquainted  with  the  Abb6 
GauUier?  If  the  Fropofuions  came  firft  from 
E  e  France^ 
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France^  or  if  we  feht  them  ?  And  defired  me  to 
give  them    an    Account  of  whatever  I  could  of 
that  whole  Matter;  which,  it  feems,  they  thought 
I  was  fo  ready  to  do,  that  fome  of  them  took  their 
Pens  and  Paper,  as  if  1  were  to  begin  a  Sermon, 
and  they  to  take  fliort  Notes. 
'  I  faid.  That  as  I  had  always  afted  abroad  by  the 
Authority  of  the  Crown  of  Ergland^  and  had,  in 
Obedience  to    the   King's  Commands,  given  up 
all  the  Memorials  and  Papers  which  related  to  that 
Part  of  the  Peace  in  which  1  had  a  Share,    I  was 
defirous  to  anfwer  the  Honourable  Committee  (be- 
fore whom  I  underllooi-1  fuch  Papers  were)  in  eve- 
ty  Thing  that  might  help  to  explain  them  :    That 
my  Books  were  already    before  them  -,  and,  as  I 
had  already   written  to  Mr.   Secretary  StanhopCy 
thofe  Books  muft  even  fpeak  for  themfelves.  The 
Committee   feemed  to  acquiefce  in  my  Anfwer. 
Lord  Con*   whifpered   the  Chairman^  and  faid, 
No,  we  will  begin  with  the  Money* 

The  Committee  then  defired  to  know  what  Mo- 
ney I  drew  from  the  Treafury  in  17II,  when  I 
Went  into  France.  I  anfwered,  Two  hundred 
Pounds ;  and,  as  I  remembered,  that  was  the  Sum, 
I  had  either  Credit  from  Mr.  Clifford^  on  his  Cor- 
rcfpondent,  or  from  Monfieur  Cantillon  :  I  could 
rot  well  remember  which^  it  being  now  fouf 
Years  fince.  Had  you  thefe  Bills,  fome  of  them 
faid,  from  my  Lord  I'reafurer  ^  I  replied.  No. 
They  asked  me.  Was  it  by  his  Order  ?  I  faid,  I 
hoped  there  was  no  Occafion  for  a  Reply  to  that 
Queftion.  I  prefumed  it  would  be  found,  as  other 
Money  expended  on  the  like  Occafion,  by  Direc- 
tion of  the  Sovereign.     I   found   they  were  not 

.*  Qmingshy, 

pleafcd 
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jpleafed  with  this  Anfwer.  Wal.  faid.  Will  you 
think  a  little  of  the  Method  in  which  this  Exami- 
nation is  to  proceed  ?  And  Mr.  Prior  will  be 
pleafcd  in  the  mean  Time  to  retire  a  little. 

"W  hen  I  was  called  in  again,  the  fame  Queftion 
was  asked  me,  and  the  fame  Anfwer  returned. 
I  added,  That  I  well  hoped  thofe  Sums,  and  feve- 
ral  others  of  much  greater  Importance,  were  paid  : 
That  otherwife,  for  want  of  Knowledge  in  the 
Crown  Laws,  I  fliould  find  myfelf  a  Beggar  5  and 
frorii  an  Hotel  at  Parisy  might  fpend  the  reft  of 
my  Days  in  the  Counter:  And  here  I addreffed 
myfelf  to  Mr.  Stanhope^  as  to  what  I  had  writ  to 
him  concerning  my  Debts.  He  faid.  That  no- 
thing of  all  this  concerned  me.  P*  I  muft  apply 
myfelf  to  you  upon  another  Head.  I  muft  own 
myfelf  unexperienced  in  the  Method  of  Parlia- 
ment •  I  have  no  Papers  by  me  ;  I  have  no  Coun- 
cil •,  for  want  of  Memory  or  Judgment  I  may  err  i 
and  tho%  Gentlemen,  I  am  accufed  of  nothing, 
1  know  not  but  that  I  may  accufe  myfelf  through 
Inadvertency  or  Miftake. 

Here  Mr.  Stanhope  rofe  up,  and  told  the  Com- 
mittee, That  he  had  the  King*s  particular  Direc- 
lion,  that  whatever  I  faid  to  them,  or  they  to  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  Ihould  not  be  of  any  Pre- 
judice to  myfelf.  I  took  a  Sheet  of  Paper,  which 
lay  before  me,  and  wrote  this  down,  as  I  did 
what  they  had  already  faid  to  me.  Here,  after 
they  had  whiTpered,  and  fome  even  feparated 
them felves  from  the  Table  to  confer  in  a  Corner 
of  the  Room,  the  Chairman  told  me  I  might 
withdraw  -,  which  I  did,  leaving  the  Notes  I  had 
taken  upon  the  Table. 

When  I  was  called  in  again,    I   found  their 

Civility  much  abated,  and  the  Battery  quite  chang- 

°  Ee  2  €d« 
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ed.     The   mofl  confufed  Queftions   were  put  to 
me,  upon   feveral   Heads  backward  and  forward, 
by  Lech,  and  Bofc.  and  Con.  ('the  two  firfl:  of  whom 
I  think  underftood    not  .one  Word  of  what  they 
were  faying).  Co;/,  at  length  prevailed.  Mr.PRiOR, 
you  were  fent  out   that  you  might  have  Time  to 
recollect  more   particularly  upon  whom  you  had 
Credit,  when   my   Lord  of  Oxford  fent  you  into 
France.     P.  I   have  great  Refpedt  to  the  Earl  of 
Oxford  i  but  he  never  fent  me '.into  Jr^«c^.    And 
turning  to  Mr.   Secretary   Stanhope.,  who  had  the 
Books  of  the  Office  of  171 1  in  his  Hand,  I  faid, 
That  as  I  had  the  Honour  to  be  fent  into  France 
by  the  Queen's  efpecial  Appointment  and  imme- 
diate  Diredion,    I    prefumed  the   Copy  of  my 
Powers  were    to  be  found    in  the  Books  before 
him*.     He  turning  to  it,  Mr.  Prior,  is  this  the 
Copy  of  your  Inftruftions  ?  P.  I    believe   it  is; 
but  to  give  the  Committee  no  further  Trouble  on 
this  Head,  I  am  ready  either  now,  or  any  other 
Time,  to  produce  the  Original,  as  I  think  it  may 
tend  to  my  Service.     Being  asked  of  whom  I  re- 
ceived Money  in  France}  I  anfwered,  Of  Monficur 
Cantillon.     Bofc.  Was  he  not  a  Papift  ?    P.  Elfe, 
•Sir,  he  could   not   have  been  a  Banker  at  Paris., 
which  he  had   been  for   feveral    Years   before  I 
knew  him.     In   one  Word,  he  was  the  common 
Banker  to  whom  the  Fnglifo  addreficd  themfelves, 
and  I  think  Clijford  of  Amflerdam  was  his  Corref- 
pondent.  ^tan.  and  Wal.XioMW^  frowning  and  nod- 
ding at  each  other,  and  extremely  alhamed  at  this 
vile  Stuff. 

Being   fent   out,  and  called   in  again,  I  found 
the  Thunder  broke  out.     Wal.  referred  it  to  Stan. 

*  Vide  the  Report,    Folio  3, 

to 
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to  fpeak.  Stan.  The  Committee  are  not  latisfied 
with  your  Behaviour  to  them.  I  have  already 
told  you,  that  the  Lords  above,  and  the  Com- 
mittee here,  have  taken  notice  that  they  find  a 
conftant  Correfpondence  on  your  Side  to  Lord 
Treafurcr,  but  no  Anfvvers  from  him  i  whereas 
all  your  Letters  from  Lord  Bolinghroke  are  entire, 
and  commonly  in  their  right  Order.  Some  of 
thofe  indeed  are  miffing.  The  whole  Committee 
ecchoed  the  fame  Thmg:.  P.  I  was  told  fome  Hours 
fmce,  by  thisHonourable  Committee,  thati  fhould 
be  afi-ced  nothing  that  might  prejudice  myfelf. 
I  am  a  good  deal  confiifed  j  1  have  no  Council ; 
and  with  great  Refped:,  I  look  upon  this  to  be  a 
downright  Accufation  of  myfelf,  as  if  I  fhould 
have  held  any  Correfpondence  I  was  unwilling  to 
declare.  1  muft  refer  myfelf  to  you  in  this  Point, 
Mr.  Stanhope.  The  Letters  that  we  receive,  when 
abroad,  from  the  Secretaries  of  State,  we  keep, 
copying  our  Anfwers  to  them,  both  which  juftify 
our  a6ling  according  to  our  Orders  fent  us  j  and  I 
prefume  ic  will  be  found  that  my  Letters,  which 
you  have  in  your  own  Keeping,  an fwer  thofe  writ- 
ten to  me  by  the  Secretaries  of  State  under  whofe 
Departments  I  a<5led  -,  which  Letters  you  have 
likewife.  You  have  alfo  the  Letters  I  have  wrote 
to  the  Lord  Treafurer  in  my  Books,  at  leaft  thofe 
of  them  that  related  to  the  public  Affair,  and 
confequently  were  worth  keeping.  I  did  nor,  nor 
could  I  expedl  a  ccnftant  Correfpondence  from 
him.  What  I  wrote  was  for  his  Information  ; 
what  Ufe  his  Lordfhip  made  of  that  Information, 
I  hadreafonto  prefume  was  for  the  Queen's  Ser- 
vice ;  and  the  Anfwers  and  Direcflions  to  me  were 
to  come  by  the  Secretary  of  State.  Commit.  It  is 
very  ftrange  that  not  above  two  or  three  Letters 
E  e  3  fhoulci 


^ 
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fhould   appear  from  my   Lord  Treafarer.     Did 
he  not  write  more  to  you  ?     P.  He  writ  to  me  fe- 
/Veral  Times,  and   I   obeyed   his  Commands  inti- 
mated  to   me  therein.     Thofe   Commands  per- 
formed, the   Letters  were   of  no  Ufe,  and  I  no 
more  kept  them,  than  I  did  Letters  received  from 
other  Noblemen,   the  Duke  of  Buckinghajii^  the 
Lord  Halifax^  Lord  Har court,  then  Lord  Chan- 
cellor, ^c.      They   related  no  otherwife  to  the 
Negotiation,  than   in  commending  me,  affuring 
me  that  he   reprefented  my  Services  to  the  Queen 
in   a  right  Light,  and  wifhing  a  fpeedy  End  to, 
the  Negotiation,  that  I  might  come  home  to  him. 
I  was  fcnt  out   again,  and  recalled  •,  was  asked 
how  many  Letters  I  might   in  all  have  received 
from  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  what  was  the  Subr 
fiance  of  any  of  them.     P.   As  to  the  Number, 
I  cannot  particularly  tell :  I  received  a  Letter  frorr^ 
him  fometimes  of  five,  fometimes  often  or  twelve 
Lines,  ordering  me   to   pay  Sums  of  Money  tQ 
Perfons  who  had  the  Queen's  Penfion,  and  were 
then    in    France,  or   recommending  fome  of  his 
particular  Friends  to  my  Acquaintance,  or,  which 
I  thought  much  better,  telling  me  he  had  ordered 
the  Payment  of  my  Bills;  but  I  might  very  fafe- 
ly  affirm,  that  I  had  no  Letter  that  could  poffibly 
concern  the  Committee^  or  any  body  t\\t,     I  have 
one  Letter  that  as  Lord  Treafurer  he  v/rit  to  me, 
which  related  to  the   Payment  of  the  Dowry  of 
King  Jamei's,  Queen  Mary  ;  a  Thing  publickly 
tranfadted,  and  known  here  in  England:  But  as 
no  Progrefs  was   made  in  that  Affair  during  my 
Stay  in  France,    and  that  it  did  not  belong  to  the 
Negotiation  of  the  Peace,  I  had  not  indeed  given  up, 
that  Letter,  but,  as  I  thought,*!  could  find  it,  or  the 
Copy  of  it,  if  it  fhould  have  been  thought  of  any 

Ufe. 
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Ufe.  In  the  mean  time,  I  thought  proper,  in 
cafe  any  Thing  had  been  done  in  that  Matter,  to 
keep  that  Letter  for  my  own  Jnftification  ;  as  in- 
deed it  would  have  been  my  Order.  Bofc.  Sir, 
you  fay  you  do  not  know  how  many  Letters  you 
had  ;  Might  you  have  ten  ?  P.  I  believe  I  might. 
Bofc.  Might  you  have  fourteen  ?  P.  I  believe  I 
might.  Bofc.  Might  you  have  fixteen  }  P.  Indeed, 
Mr.  Bofc,  I  have  told  you  that  I  cannot  anfwer  you 
to  any  indefinite  Number.  It  was  ftill  urged 
with  great  Vehemence,  that  I  kept  a  conftant 
Correlpondence  with  my  Lord  Treafurer.  P.  I 
am  very  far  from  denying  it ;  but  he  did  not  keep 
a  conftant  Correfpondence  with  me.  It  was  my 
Duty  to  write  to  him,  and  he  was  to  make  what 
Ufe  he  pleafed  of  my  Letters.  I  complained 
fometimes  of  the  Objedlions  I  met  with  at  the 
Court  of  France  in  the  Execution  of  my  Orders ; 
and  was  very  glad  when  by  the  Letters  from  the 
Secretary  of  State,  I  found  .my  Difficulty  made 
eafier :  But,  Gentlemen,  fince  we  are  upon  this 
Subjed:,  throughout  the  whole  Courie  of  my  Let- 
ters to  my  Lord  Treafurer,  and  even  in  thofe  I 
wrote  to  the  Duke  o^ Shrewsbury^  after  his  Grace's 
Return  both  in  England  and  Ireland^  1  ftill  com- 
plained that  my  Lord  Treafurer  did  not  write  to 
me.  And  here  indeed,  being  very  much  teizecj 
and  vexed,  my  Lord  Con.  raving  and  threatening 
that  thefe  Letters  muft  be  produced  ;  I  faid.  If 
there  be  fuch  Letters  in  the  World,  that  contain 
the  Secrets  of  the  Negotiation  written  by  my 
Lord  Treafurer,  it  might  be  very  well  prefume  1 
his  Lordfhip  kept  Copies  of  them,  and  he  muil 
produce  them  :  For,  faid  I,  by  the  eternal  God 
I  know  of  no  fuch  Letters  ;  and  you  know,  my 
J-ord,  that  your  Countryman  is  no  very  exa<5t 
Ee  4  Cor- 
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Correfpondent.       This    I    faid,    having   known 
that  my   Lord   Con.  had  troubled  great  Men,  if 
not  my  Lord  Treafurer  particularly,  with  Letters, 
who   had  never  taken  Care   to   anfwer  him.     I 
grant  this  was  very  foolillily  faid  •,  for  one  fliould 
never  provoke  a  Hedge-Hog.     Con,  breaking  out 
into  a  great  Paffion,  This    is   impofing  upon  the 
Committee  !    P.  Impofing,  my  Lord,  is  a  very 
hard  Word.     He   lifted   up  his   Voice  in  Anger, 
and  was  going  on  :  But  Stan,    yet  louder  than  he, 
fwore,  that  he  could  produce  every  individual  Scrip 
of  Paper  that   had   been  written   to  him  by  any 
Man  alive,  or   that   he   had  written  to  any  Man 
during  his  being  a  Minifter  abroad.    P,  M\\  Slan- 
bope,  I  am  forry  I  cannot  do  the  like  -,  if  it  be  fo, 
you   are  the  mod   careful  Minifter  that  ever  yet 
were  fent  abroad.     They  proceeded  in  asking  me 
to  give   an  Account    of  what,  they  faid,   I  muft 
needs  know  of  the  Meeting  of  the  Lords  at  my 
Houfe  with  Mefnager  and  Gaidtier.     I  had  alrea- 
dy heard,  that  they  had  confulted  their  Friends  of 
the  Law  upon  that  Point,  and  had  determined  to 
fix  upon  that  Meeting,  wherein  the  Preliminaries 
werefigned,  as  an  Accufation  of  Treafon.     How 
juftly  1  leave  to  the  Judgment  of  all  difinterefted 
and  honelt  Men  ;  fincenifb,  in  the  Nature  of  the 
Thing,  it  is  impoflible  for  any  two  Nations  in  War 
to  come  ever  to  an  Accommodation,  or  begin  any 
Plan,  upon  v/hich  a  future  Peace  may  be  found- 
ed, without  fome  Overture  and  Intervention  of  this 
Kind.     All  Treaties,  from   that  of  Ver-vem  down 
to  this  Day,  have  been   thus  mediated..    Calieres 
was  in  Holland^  and  difcourfed  and  conferred  pri- 
vately with  Monfieur  Dyckvelt,  on  the  Part  of  the 
States,  above  two  Years  before  he  took  a  public 
Charader,    and   figned  the  Treaty    of  Ryfwick, 
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Monfieur  deTcrcy  was  publickly  in  Holland^  ^7^9-> 
conferred  with  the  Penfioner,  and  the  Deputies  of 
the  States  ;  and  our  own  Pienipotentiaries  the 
Duke  of  Marlborough  and  Lord  'Townjhend,  re- 
ported from  thofe  Deputies  to  Her  Majefty,  what 
the  French  Minifter  either  propofed  or  granted. 
Mefnager  had  as  full  Powers  as  France  could  give, 
had  owned  the  Queen's  Authority,  and  feen  her 
Perfon  ;  and  had,  by  her  Majelly's  Direftions, 
feveral  Times  conferred  with  the  Lords  of  a  Com- 
mittee of  Cabinet  ;  all  the  World  feeing  the 
Man,  and  knowing  the  Faft  :  So  that  any  Meet- 
ing after  this  could  not  be  fecret,  dangerous,  or 
treafonable.  Mr.  St.  John's  Letter  of  the  2.3th 
Septerdher.,  171 1,  to  Her  Majefty,  informs  Pier 
immediately  of  this  Meeting,  and  Her  Majefty  ap- 
proves of  what  is  there  done,  by  her  efpecial 
Warrant  for  figning  the  Preliminaries,  containing 
The  Demands  made  by  her  Order*. 

It  may  be  obferved  that  Mr.  St.  John  writes  to 
the  Queen  thus, 

"  The  Committee  of  Council  met  this  Morning 
"  at  the  Cockpit^  and  directed  the  Earl  of  Dart- 
"  mouth  and  myfelf  to  confer  with  Monfieur  ikf^- 
*'  nager :  We  faw  him  accordingly  this  Evening, 
"  at  Mr.  Prior's  Houfe,  where  my  Lord  Trea- 
*'  furer  and  Lord  Chamberlain  were  likcwife  pre- 
"  fent.'*  The  Trealbn  therefore,  if  there  were 
any,  was  committed  in  the  Morning  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  Council,  and  at  the  Cockpit,  and  not  at 
Mr.  Prior's  Houfe  in  the  Evening.  It  may  pro- 
perly here  be  added,  the  Queen  had  figned  a 
Warrant  the   17th   of  September^    i/llj   to  the 

*  Appendix  to  the  Report,  Page  8. 
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Lord  Keeper,  for  full  Powers*;  in  which  my  Lord 
Harcoitri  then  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Ox- 
ford Lord  Treafurer,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham 
Prefident  of  the  Council,  the  Bifhop  of  Brijloll 
Lord  Privy  Seal,  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury  Lord 
Chamberlain,  the  Earl  Poulelt  Lord  Steward  of 
the  Floufliold,  and  the  Earl  of  Darlmoutb  and 
Mr.  Sl  John  Secretaries  of  State,  and  Matthew 
JPrior  Efq;  were  nominated  and  empowered  to, 
meet  with  the  Sieur  Aiefnager,  provided  with  fqf- 
iicient  Authority  to  fettle  an  eventual  or  conditio- 
nal Convention  betv/een  Her  Majeily  and  the  mofi: 
Chriftian  King  •,  and  that  this  Warrant  was  not 
made  ufe  of,  for  Rcafons  given,  being  very  natu- 
ral, becaufe  they  were  Offers  only  on  the  French 
Side,  and  did  not  oblige  Her  Majefty  to  any 
Thing:  So  they  were  only  figned  Mefnager,  and 
I)arhnouth  and  Su  John  are  only  Witneffes  that 
thefe  Articles  are  to  be  looked  upon  as  Conditions 
which  his  moft  Chriftian  Majefty  agrees  to  grant, 
and  which  are  afterwards  to  be  reduced  into  Form, 
and  explained  to  the  common  Satisfadlion  of  Great 
Britain  and  France,  Tho*  this  Procedure  will, 
without  doubt,  hereafter  appear  confonant  to  com- 
mon Senfe,  conducive  to  the  Safety  and  Good  of 
Great  Britain,  and  juftifiable  by  the  univerfal 
Cuftom  and  Law  of  Nations,  Nunc  non  erat  hi^ 
locus.  I  faid,  Monfieur  Mefnager  had  often  been 
at  my  Houfe  -,  that  the  Secretary  of  State  had  ittw, 
him  there  ;  that  I  had  ate  and  drank,  and  been 
abroad  with  him  feveral  Times.  They  took  great 
hold  of  this.  Bojc^  exprefTed  himfelf  with  great 
Joy,  This  is  more  than  we  knew  before !  And 
from  thence  they  ran  wildly  back,  When  I  knew 

*  Appendix  to  the  Report ,  />.  7. 
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Qaultier  ?  Where  I  had  been  with  Mefnager  ?  I 
anfwered  to  this  in  as  general  Terms  as  1  could, 
The  Chairman  perceived  that  they  would  lofc  their 
Point  in  this  Multiplicity  of  Queftions,  and, 
checking  their  Speed,  reftrained  it  to  this  one  De-? 
mand.  Chairm.  What  Lords  v/ere  prefent  at  your 
Houfe  at  the  Meeting  when  the  preliminary  Ar- 
ticles were  talked  of  or  figned  ?  I  anfwer'd.  The 
two  Secretaries  of  State  ;  for  it  is  certain  they  were 
fo,  their  Names  appearing  in  the  Inllrument. 
Cbairm.V^as  my  Lord  o[  Oxford  there  ?  P.  I  cannoc 
recoiled  it :  One  of  the  Lords  were  abfent ;  whcr 
ther  the  Duke  of  Shrewsbury^  or  the  Earl  o(  Oxford y 
I  cannot  tell.  In  all  Sincerity  and  Honour  this  is 
Truth.  They  grew  extremely  anger'd  upon  it, 
and  fent  me  out  to  recoiled  if  both  thefe  Lords 
v/ere  not  prefent, 

I  came  in,  and  aflured  them  again.  That  as 
well  as  I  could  remember  a  Tranfadion,  of  which 
I  took  no  Notes,    and  which  was  now  above  3 
Years  pafl,  and  of  which  I  was  fo  far  from  ex- 
peding  to    be  called   to   any  Account,    that  I 
thought  it  was  an  Honour  to  me,    1  could  not  de- 
termine which  of  the  two  were  abfent.     I   faid 
again.  That  this  was  Fad,  that  I  do  not  remem- 
ber it :  I  have  only  an  Idea  that  one  of  them  was 
abfent.     The  Anfwer  indeed  had  this  Effed,  that 
it  was  the  fame  Thing  as  if  they  were  both  abfent, 
fince  they  could  not  determine  which  of  theni 
was  prefent.     But  upon  this  Meeting  no  lefs  Ac- 
cufation  than  an  Article  of  High  Treafon  was  to 
be  founded.    Was  any  thing  more  difficult  ever 
put  upon  a  Man,  than  to  endeavour  to  extort  an 
Evidence  from  me,  in  order  to  bring  thofe  to 
the  Scaffold  who  were  Friends  and  Patrons,  under 
y/hofe  Orders  formerly,  and  with  whom  jointly 
~'  now* 
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r.ow,  I  had  the  Honour  to  ad,  by  the  Queen's 
Diredions  ,  and  in  a  Matter  not  only  innocent, 
but  laudable !  Or  could  anything  be  more abfurd, 
or  more  inhuman,  than  to  propofe  to  me  a  Quef- 
tion,  by  the  anfwering  of  which  I  might  (accord- 
ing to  them)  prove  myfelf  aTraytor!  Since,  as 
I  had  heard,  every  Man  who  is  a  Partner,  is  a 
Principal  in  Treafon:  And  notwithftanding  their 
fokmn  Promife  that  nothing  which  I  could  fay 
Jfliould  hurt  myfelf,  I  had  no  Reafon  to  truft  them  ; 
for  they  violated  that  Promife  about  five  Hours 
after  (as  I  fhall  fay  anon.)  However,  I  owned 
I  was  there  prefent.  Whether  this  was  wifely  done 
or  no,  I  leave  to  my  Friends  to  determine. 

From  my  being  taken  up  by  Order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  this  Examination  was  juft  a 
Week.  They  now,  after  I  had  been  turned  out, 
and  returned  again,  interrogated  me:  If  fince  my 
being  taken  into  Cuftody,  I  had  not  feen  my 
Lord  of  Oxford^  or  any  of  his  Relations  ?  I  faid, 
I  had  feen  my  Lord  o^  Oxford  the  laft  Sunday  at 
Mr.  I^bomas  Harlef^  Houfe  ;  and  was  going  on 
to  explain  that  Mr.  'Thomas  Harley  and  I,  who 
were  taken  up  at  the  fam.e  Time,  (living  within 
three  Doors  of  each  other)  commonly  dined  toge- 
ther at  one  or  the  other  of  our  Houfes,  our  ref- 
pe<5live  Meffengers  guarding  us.  That  on  Sunday 
going  to  dine  with  Mr.  Harley,  I  faw  my  Lord  of 
Oxford  at  the  Stair-head,  going  out  •,  that  I  asked 
him  if  he  dined  with  us :  He  told  me,  he  was  to 
dine  in  better  Company  :  That  this  was  all  that 
palled  between  us  •,  the  Meffenger  at  the  Bottom 
of  the  Stairs  heard  every  Word  I  faid  to  him. 
As  I  was  telling  this,  they  anlwered  it  was  fuffici- 
ent,  I  had  feen  my  Lord  of  Oxford^  and  his  near 
Relation  ;  which  was  the  Queilion  asked. 
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I  here   was  ordered  to  retire,  and  when  I  was 
called  in  again,  the  Chairman,  from  amongft  ma- 
ny Books   and  Papers   which  he  had  before  him, 
(and  the  Secretary  of  State  had  on  the  other  Side  as 
many  -,  and   I  perceived  many  of  them  were  my 
own)  the  Chairman,  I  fay,  abruptly  enough  threw 
one  Half-Sheet  of  the  large  Demy  Paper,  written 
very  foul,  and  razed  in  feveral    Places,    v/hich, 
indeed,  when   he  gave  into  my  Hand,  I  hardly 
knew  what  it  was,  fo  far  as  to  give  any  reafonable 
Account  of  it,  it  being  without    Date  or  Title, 
and,  as   I  fay,    very    imperfed;   as  to   the   very 
Words  and  Stile.     He  asked  me  drily,  and  with- 
out any  other  previous  Word,  If  I   knew  that 
Hand  ?     P.  There  are  two  Hands  in  it,  one  is  ve- 
ry like  the  Hand  I  write  when  firfl  I  make  any 
Brouillon.      One  or  two  of  the   Committee.     Sir, 
What  do  you  mean  by  a  Brouillon  ?    P.  When  I 
write  any  thing  at  firft  only  for  my  own  Memory, 
as  to  what  I  would  draw  up  after  in  a  more  perfe6l 
Manner.     I  perufed  this  Piece  of  Paper,  and  up- 
on a  little  Refle6lion,    direfting   myfejf  to  Mr. 
Stanhope.,  laid,  I   believed   this    Paper   contained 
fome  Notes  upon  a  Letter  I  received  from  his  Pre- 
decelTor  my   Lord  Bolingbroke,     He  was  apprifed 
of  this  before  ;  for  he  readily  turned  to  the  Letter 
which  was  regiflred  in  the  Office-Book.     I  added, 
that  I  thought  there  were  Ibme  Notes  I  had  taken 
in  the  French  Language,  to  enable   me  to  Ipeak 
more  particularly  to  Monfieur  de  Torcy  of  the  Mat- 
ters mentioned  in  the  faid  Secretary's  Letter.      As 
that  Letter  wat  written  four  Years  before,  and  I 
was  not  in  PofTefTion  of  my  own  Letters,  the  Se- 
cretary himfelf  and  the  Committee  could  beft  in- 
form themfelves  of  the  Subftance  thereof.     There 
was  written.    My  Lord^  T^r.  ne  doute  -point  que  la 

Coiir 
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Cour  de  France  k'  y  trouve  de  remede.  Now  what- 
ever Lord  that  might  mean,  they  had  already 
printed  it  my  Lord  Trcalurer*;  and  in  fo  doing 
had  given  that  Sentence  the  wrongeft  Conftrudlion 
imaginable,  as  proving  that  my  Lord  Treafurer 
Vvould  give  up  Tourncty  to  France  •,  whereas  the 
whole  Hint  was  meant  to  renew  to  the  Minifters 
at  that  Court,  that  Tour  nay  was  to  be  given  to 
the  Allies ;  and  it  was  to  keep  the  Court  of  France 
from  endeavouring  to  hope  the  contrary.  As 
what  was  in  this  Brouillon  was  fometimes  an  A- 
bridgment,  and  fometimes  a  verbal  Tranflation 
of  my  Lord  Bolingbroke's  Letter,  which  Mr.  Stan- 
hope ft  ill  held  dole,  and  as  I  read  the  French  into 
EngliJJjy  I  asked  \\\vA  if  the  fame  Senfc  was  in  the 
Letter.  He  did  not  deny  it.  Con.  grew  extreme- 
ly angry,  and  on  a  fudden  broke  out  into  fome 
JExprelfions  which  neither  he  fhould  have  utter'd, 
nor  will  I  repeat-,  and  fo  I  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw again  \  which  was  into  the  next  Room, 
where  not  only  a  Meflenger  of  the  Houfeof  Com- 
mons, but  a  Door- Keeper  of  the  Secretary's  Of=- 
Bce,  waited  all  Day^  and  were  ftill  ready  to  re- 
ceive me*  ^ 
Being  called  in  again,  I  was  interrogated  with- 
out Method  or  Connexion,  as  any  Member  of 
the  Committee  pleafed,  and  indeed  with  Confufion 
and  Diforder  enough  among  themfelves ;  for 
they  fometimes  ftopped  each  other's  Queftion, 
and  propofed  nev/  ones  of  their  own.  At  laft  it 
came  to  this.  Cbainr..  Mr.  Prior,  we  cannot 
doubt  but  that  you  arc  apprifed  of  the  whole  Af- 
fair of  Tournay  ?  Did  my  Lord  ever  write  about 
Tournay  F  P.  I  cannot  readily  anfwer,  as  not  un^ 
dcrltanding  the  Force  of  the  Queftion  :  I  believe 
*  Vi^e  the  Report,  Page  34, 
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my  Lord  Treafurer  may  have  writ  to  me  con- 
cerning Tournay  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Negotia- 
tion :  I  am  fure  he  has  fpoke  to  me  about  Tour- 
nay  :  I  may  be  miftaken  as  to  the  Time  ;  but  I 
think  in  171X  the  French  infifted  upon  their  hav- 
ing ^ournay  :  But  I  very  well  remember,*  that  the 
Queen's  Inftrudlions  to  Her  AmbalTadors  for  the 
general  Peace^  were  pofitive  that  the  Dutch  fhould 
have  it :    I  underftood  the  Negotiation  to  conti- 
nue always  upon  that  Foot.     I  added,  that  as  the 
Affair  of  the  Barrier  was  tranfaded  at  Utrecht^  I 
had  nothing  in  my  Inflrudions  relating  to  that 
whole  Matter,  otherwife  than  as  it  might  relate 
in  general  to  the  Peace.     What  I  have  of  the 
whole  Negotiation  is  before  you.    Here  PFal,  and 
Stan,  grew  mightily  perplexed  -,  one  in  a  fullen^ 
and  t'other  in  an  unbounded  Paffion.     Con,  raved 
out-right.     I  may  juflly  proteft  that  I  could  not 
conceive  the  Caufe  of  this  Diforder  »  for  I  did 
not  know  that  they  had  already  founded  their  High 
Treafon  upon  the  Articles  of  I'ournay,  againft  my 
Lord  Treafurer  •,  nor  can  I  fince  comprehend  why- 
they  did.     To  fhew  the  Juftice,    as  well  as  the 
good  Judgment  of  thefe  Men,  it  muft  certainly 
appear  not  only  extravagant,  but  ridiculous  to  all 
who  think  righter  than  the  Committee,  that  is,  to 
ail  Men  living,  that  an  Article  of  High  Treafon 
lliould  be  founded  againft  an  Englijh  Minifter  upon 
Tournay^  which  was  not  given  up  to  the  French^  and 
no  Mention  ever  made  of  Lijle^  which  aftually  was 
given  up.    This  by  the  way.     It  may  be  further^ 
obferved,  that  at  that  Time  not  one  third  Part  of 
the  Committee  themfcives  did  knov/  upon  what 

*  Vide  Anfwer  to  the  Memorial,  dated  Nov.  18,  1711.. 
Append,  to  the  Report,  Page  14.  the  Queen''s  Inilruftionj  to 
Her  Plenipotentiaries,  ibid.  Page  20, 
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Point  the  Accufations  either  againft  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  or  any  Man  elle,  were  to  be  grounded  ; 
feveral  of  them  having  fince  told  me  themfelves, 
that  they  never  either  drew  up  or  read  the  Re- 
port ',  but  that  thofe  Things  came  to  them,  as 
they  merrily  expreffed  it,  ready  cut  and  dried. 

But  to  return  to  my  Journal  -,  this  various  and 
incoherent  Manner  of  Examination  having  now 
lafted  above  nine  Hours.  Two  of  my  Mafters  (by 
the  way)  Mr.  OnJIow  and  Mr.  £r/>,  had  left  the 
Committee  almoil  at  the  Beginning  of  the  Day  i 
for  to  give  them  their  Due,  they  asked  me  very 
few  Queffions  while  there,  and  by  going  away 
feemed  alliamed  of  the  Proceeding :  And  now 
Wal.  himfelf  grew  weary  of  it,  and  was  going, 
but  hindered,  and,  as  it  were,  kept  in  the  Chair 
by  Mr.  Stan,  wlio  faid  openly,  they  could  not  go 
on  without  the  Chairman.  1  was  ordered  to  with- 
draw, and  during  about  half  an  Hour's  Recefs 
into  the  next  Room,  or  rather  Paflage,  as  the 
Door  was  by  chance  opened,  I  heard  them  ex- 
tremely warm  and  loud  with  one  another.  Whilll 
I  was  in  this  little  Room,  in  which  the  Mefienger 
under  whofe  Cuilody  I  was,  and  a  Door-Keeper 
of  the  Secretary's  Office,  as  I  have  already  faid, 
were  v/aitiiig.  Con.  came  out  by  a  Back- Way,  as 
Bofc.  did  by  the  Fore-Door.  In  this  Room  was  a 
Trunk,  and  in  it  feveral  Papers  and  Memorials, 
to  which  the  Committee  had  Recourfe  during  the 
Examination.  The  Trunk  was  open,  and  I  could 
not  but  perceive  by  the  Indorfements  that  many 
of  the  Papers  were  my  own.  Ccf^.whifpered  the  Of- 
ficers to  take  care  that  I  fiiould  not  come  nigh  the 
Trunk,  and  really  looked  on  me  more  like  a  Fury 
than  a  Man  •,  tho'  certainly  I  had  all  the  Right 
imaginable  to  fee  every  Paper  that  related  to  me 

in 
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in  my  Examination,  which  was  pretended  to  be 
made  upon  no  other  Foot,  than  that  the  King 
fhould  be  informed  of  what  I  had  done  for  his 
Service  in  the  Negotiation  of  the  Peace  •,  and  if 
the  Committee  themfelves  had  really  a  Mind  to 
be  apprized  of  the  Truth  as  to  Fad:,  the  hin- 
dering a  Man  whom  they  intended  fhould  becom.e 
an  Evidence  from  feeing  his  own  Papers,  was 
but  an  ill  Method  towards  his  giving  them  a  clearer 
Intelligence. 

I  was  now  called  in  for  the  laft  Time,  and  I 
found  that  they  had  colleded  feveral  Heads  of 
what  they  thought  proper  I  ihould  kt  my  Hand 
to.  I  read  them,  and  made  fome  Objedlions  there- 
unto, but  to  no  Purpofe.  I  faid,  that  to  many 
Qiieftions  I  had  not,  nor  could,  anfwer  in  the  po- 
fitive  Manner  that  was  there  fet  down :  That  as 
to  divers  Fads,  I  could  not  take  Things  upon  my 
Memory  :  That  as  to  others,  I  had  indeed  faid  I 
believed,  I  thought,  1  had  heard,  or  underftood 
they  were  fo  :  That  the  Omiflion  of  thefe  Words 
made  me  fay  pofitively,  and  as  an  Evidence, 
what  I  fhould  not  be  able  to  maintain,  having 
only  anfwer'd  them  as  my  Memory  ferved  me,  - 
and  as  much  as  I  knew  of  the  Heads  upon  which 
I  had  been  interrogated  ',  knowing  that  they 
themfelves  had  blamed  my  Anfwers,  for  being 
very  imperfect  ;  and  I  had  more  than  once  told 
them,  I  was  forry  I  could  not  anfwer  them  more 
fully.  I  objefted  againft  thefe  Words  :  He  con- 
fejj'es  that  fmce  his  Confinement  be  has  converfed  with 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  and  his  near,-']}  Relations.  I 
did  not,  I  faid,  confefs.  Conft-ffion  fuppofcs  a 
Crime  :  I  was  told,  I  was  accufed  ot  none,  I  faid 
I  had  feen  the  Earl  of  Oxford  at  Mr.  Thomas  liar- 
kys  J  and  as  I  was  going  to  tell  the  Thing  again, 

F  f  Jefus ! 
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Jefus !  faid   Con.  how  perjur'd  is  this  Man  ?  P. 

My  Lord,  have  a  care  of .  Con.  No,  Sir, 

'cis  you  that  mud  have  a  care.  Seeing  now  the 
Face  of  the  Committee  againft  me,  knowing  and 
prefiiming  that  if  ever  the  Duke  of  Shrezvsbury^ 
the  Earl  of  Oxford,  or  Lord  Bolinghroke  himfelf, 
fhould  be  brought  to  Trial,  I  mult  befure  before 
the  Lords  have  an  Opportunity  of  explaining  what 
I  had  faid,  and  declaring  what  Ufage  I  had  found 
from  the  Committee,  I  figned  the  Paper.  I  can- 
not here  omit  a  ridiculous  Inftance  of  my  Mid- 
dlefex  Juftict's  Skill  in  the  Law  :  He  was  juft 
going  to  let  his  Name  on  the  Left  Hand  of  the 
Paper,  where  I  was  to  have  fct  mine ;  and  if  he 
had,  not  been  timely  cautioned  by  the  Chairman, 
it  would  have  been  the  Depofition  of  Hu^h  Bof- 
cawen,  jurat,  coram  me.  Matt.  Prior. 

When  I  had  thus  figned  the  Paper,  the  Chair- 
man tolJ  me,  that  the  Committee  were  not  at  all 
fatisfied  with  my  Behaviour,  nor  could  give  fuch 
an  Account  of  it  to  the  Houfe  that  might  merit 
their  Favour  in  my  Behalf:  That  at  prefent  they 
thought  fit  to  lay  me  under  a  flrifler  Confinement 
than  that  of  my  own  Houfe.  Here  Bofc.  played 
the  Moralill,  and  Con.  the  Chriftian  ;  but  both 
very  aukwardly.  Bofc.  faid,  that  he  had  often 
heard  Mr.  Stepney  (who  was  a  wile  Man)  and  our 
old  Friend,  repeat  this  Proverb,  Near  is  ?ny  Shirt, 
hut  nearer  my  Skin  ;  and  told  me,  if  I  had  remem- « 
bered  that  Saying,  and  aded  according  to  it,  it 
would  have  been  better  for  me.  And  Con.  faid, 
he  had  known  me  a  long  Time,  and  was  hear- 
tily forry  for  my  Condition  ;  but  all  this  proceed- 
ed from -my  ov/n  Fault.  Now  this  kind  Commi- 
feration  did  not  laft  above  a  Minute  •,  for  the 
MefTenger  to  whofe  Houfe  they  intended  to  con- 
fine 
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fine  me,  being  called,  Con.  *  asked  him  if  his 
Houfe  were  fecured  by  Bolts  and  Bars.  The  Mef- 
ienger-f ,  who  is  by  Birth  a  Gentleman,  and  a  very 
good-natur'd  Man,  was  aftonifh'd  at  the  Qiiel-  ' 
tion  ;  and  anfwered,  that  he  never  had  any  in  his 
Cuftody  but  Parliament  Prifoners,  (as  he  expreffed 
it)  and  there  were  neither  Bolts  nor  Bars  in  his 
Houfe.  At  which  Con.  very  angrily  faid.  Sir, 
you  muft  fecure  this  Prifoner  ;  it  is  for  the  Safety 
of  the  Nation  ;  if  he  efcapes,  you  fhall  anfwer 
for  it.  And  now  I  met  with  another  Hardfhip, 
which  indeed  I  could  not  have  expefted,  as  1 
had  all  Day  taken  Notes  of  the  Heads  of  their 
Examination,  and  my  Anfwers,  and  particularly 
that  Mr.  Stanhope  had,  by  His  Majefty's  Order, 
informed  the  Committee,  that  from  whatever  I 
fhould  lay  in  this  Examination,  nothing  fhould 
or  ought  to  redound  to  my  own  Prejudice :  Nor 
indeed  could  it  be  imagined  I  fhould  anfwer  upon 
any  other  Foot  -,  for  without  the  King's  Confent, 
I  doubt  if  I  ought  at  all  to  have  anfwered  to  the 
Committee.  M.  P. 

Thefe  Proceedings  in  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cil, and  the  ill  Ufage  he  thought  he  had  met  with 
in  the  Report  of  the  Secret  Committee  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  occafioned  Mr.  Prior  to  undertake 
a  Defence  of  Himfelf  and  the  late  Miniilry,  againft 
the  Charge  attempted  to  be  maintained  in  the  faid 
Report.  This  Defence,  as  far  as  he  had  finifli'd 
it,  with  References  to  the  Report  itfelf,  is  here 
exa6lly  printed  from  his  own  Papers. 

*  Lord  Ca»;V7g-j^j's Behaviour  during  this  Examination,  feem* 
to  have  been  the  Ground  of  that  Reientment  exprels'd  againft 
him  by  Mr.  Prior  in  his  Ballads  of  Donjon-Hall,  and  tli^Viceroj ; 
the  firft  of  which  is  in  the  Third  Volume  of  his  former  Works, 
and  the  other  in  the  Second  of  thefe  poilhumous  Volumes. 

t  Mr.  HoUnKlmad, 

Ffi  Mr* 
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Cmmittee  of  Secrefy,  appointed  by  Order  of  the 
Houfe  of  Commons  to  examine  fever al  Books  and 
Papers  laid  before  the  Houfi,  relating  to  the  late 
P^egotiations  of  Peace  and  Commerce. 


HE*  Committee  report  to  the  Houfe, 
that  they  have  examined  feveral  Pa- 
pers and  Books  relating  to  the  late 
Negotiations  of  Peace  and  Commerce; 
To  the  Demolition  of  Dunkirk  ;  To 
the  Afiiento  Contraft  ;  To  the  Affair  of  the  C^- 
ialans,  and  Secret  Negotiations  relating  to  the 
Pretender. 

■f  They  begin  with  the  Negotiations  of  Peace. 
The  intended  Demolition  of  Dunkirk,  as  it  is  arti- 
ficially called,  as  likcwife  the  Affiento,  and  the 
Affair  of  the  Catalans,  is  referred  to  another  Op- 
portunity, ad  Gracas  Calendas :  And  as  to  any 
Correfpondence  proved  between  the  Miniftry  and 
the  Pretender,  another  Time,  and  another  Re- 
port may  bring  it  to  Light  :  But  as  to  what  is 
hinted  of  this  Kind,  you  hear  no  Word  of  it 
till  Page  the  52d  ;  and  what  is  there  faid  evinces 
quite  the  contrary  to  the  Promife  made  in  the  ve- 
ry firfl:  Page. 


*  June  the  9th,  1 7 1 5 .         -f  Page  i . 


The 


Mr.  PRIOR'^  Anfwer,  &c.       437; 

The  firft  Thing  they  exprefs,  is,  The  Surprife 
they  are  in  to  find  fcveral  Books  and  Papers 
wanting.  To  find  them  wanting  is  extreme  good 
Englijh  -,  but  the  Senfe  this  Phrafe  muft  bear,  is. 
That  they  fought  for  what  they  could  not  find. 
As  for  Books,  I  know  not  what  they  could  mean  : 
I  prefume  the  ordinary  Letters  and  Entries,  relat- 
ing to  the  Negotiation,  as  they  were  left,  might 
confequently  be  found  in  the  Offices  of  the  Se- 
cretaries of  State.  Lord  Bolinghroke  had  fo  little 
Time  to  fupprefs  or  take  away  any  Papers,  that, 
as  I  have  heard  fay,  many  of  his  private  Corref- 
pondencies  were  feized.  The  Earl  of  Strafford''^ 
Papers  were  delivered  up  immediately  upon  his 
Arrival  in  England  ;  as  Mr.  Prior's  *  were  to 
the  Earl  of  Stairs  at  Paris,  They  were  all  put 
into  the  Hands  of  a  Secretary  of  State  ;  but  from 
thence  indeed  they  were  feverally  given  to  Per- 
fbns  who  were  to  read  them,  and  make  Extracts 
out  of  them  :  To  Perfons,  I  fay,  who  neither  by 
their  Profeffionor  Knowledge  in  the  World,  could 
be  thought  competent  Judges  of  them.  But 
they  cannot  find  ;  fo  that  as  they  find  leaft.  Men 
are  to  be  judged  more  culpable,  and  the  fuppofed 
Crime  of  the  Accufed  increafes,  as  the  Accufer 
knows  lefs  of  the  Matter.  Upon  this  Way 
of  Reafoning,  I  had  rather  a  Jury  fhould  bring 
me  in  Guilty  of  High-Treafon,  than  return  it 
Ignoramus, 

As  to  Books  collefted  and  bound  together,  re- 
lating to  the  Pretender  and  his  Intereft,  I  prefume 
they  could  not  exped  to  find  fuch  in  the  Office : 

*  By  Mr.  Prior's  fpeaking  of  himfelf  in  the  third  Perfon, 
it  feems  as  if  he  had  defigned  this  Defence  for  an  anonymous 
Publication. 

Ff3  I 
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1  mean  by   this,  that  they  could  mean  juft  no- 
thing. 

The  fiifl;  material  Paper  found,  is  named  The 
firft  Propofitions  of  France^  figned  by  Monfieur 
de  Torcy.     This   Paper   is  franfmitted  by  Mr.  St. 
John   10   my  Lotd  Rahy  at  the  Hague.     There  is 
but  -f'  five    Days    between    the  Queen's  receiving 
thcfe    Fropcficions,  and  her  communicating  them 
to  her  Allies  :    And  in  this   Propofition   it  is  re- 
markable,   that  the  Barrier  in  the  Lozv  Countries 
was,  that  this  Barrier  fliould  be  agreeable  to  Eng- 
land^ and  the  good  Liking  of  the  BmgliJJo.     The 
Preamble  indeed  is  a  little  untoward  :  For  his  moft 
Chrillian  Majefty  fays,  That  thofe  who  governed 
the  Republic  of //(?//^;/J   had  induftrioufly  render- 
ed the  Negotiations  h-uitlefs,   fince  the  Separation 
of  the  Conference  at  Gertruydenburg.     Her  Ma- 
jefty  takes  notice  to   her  Minifter,  That  in  them 
there   is  an  Air  ot    Complaifance  flievvn  to   them 
in  England,     Why    fliould    there    not  be  fuch  ? 
The   Effufion   of  very    much  BritiJJj  Blood  ;  the 
vaft  E.xpence  of  a  confuming  War  unequally  car- 
ried on,  and  at  laft  become  impracticable,  as  the 
Parliament  expreffed  it  fome  time  after,  the  very 
Dignity  of  the  Crown,  might  require  fuch  Com- 
plaifance,    The  Dutch  could  not   be  offended  at 
It,  nor  do  otherwife  than  thank  Her  Majefty  for 
this  Communication  •,  *  and  they  do  acknowledge 
the  Queen's  Goodnefs  upon  this  Occafion.      They 
declare  themfclves  weary  of  the  War,  which,  they 
fay,  they  endeavour  to  conceal  from  the  Enemy. 
But  how  fiir  they  did  conceal  it,  or  how  they  aft- 
ed  vvith  her  Majefty  reciprocally,  I  fhall  touch  in 
ths  Sequel  of  thefe  Papers.     This  being  only  pre- 

■\  Jp-il  2Z,zr>.d  z'j,  171 1.         ■*  Atay  20th,  z6ih,   171 1. 
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mifed  by  the  Way,  that  whereas  the  Committee 
do  not  find  any  Communication  to  the  Srates, 
of  any  Negotiation  carried  on  for  five  Months  af- 
ter, let  them  only  look  to  the  feventh  Page, 
where  the  Report  fiys,  That  Monfieur  de  Torcy 
had  written  in  'June  both  to  the  Penfioner  and 
Monfieur  Vander  Diijjen^  giving  an  Account  that 
they  \}.\\tFrenQh'\  had  btgun  a  Negotiation  in 
England  :  So  far  was  it  from  being  kept  a  Se- 
cret from  our  Friends  in  Holland^  either  on  our 
Part  or  that  of  France. 

*  The  Paper  called  Mr.  Prior's  Authority 
is  figned  Ayine  R.  at  the  Top,  and  A.  R.  ac 
the  Bottom  ;  not  counter-figned.  A  terrible  Ac- 
cufation  from  Perfons  verfed  in  Bufinefs,  Privy- 
Councillors,  Chancellors,  ^c.  No  Powers,  from 
thofe  of  theJeafl  Agent  to  the  greateft  Plenipo- 
tentiary, were  ever  counter-figned  ;  and  I  be- 
lieve thefe  Gentlemen  will  be  of  Opinion,  that 
A.  R.  at  the  Bottom  of  the  Paper,  was  a  better 
Warrant  for  Mr.  Prior*s  Action,  than  Henry 
SL  John's  or  Dartmoulh's  could  have  been. 

i"  The  next  Thing  worth  remarking  is,  That 
the  Englijh  Miniftry  determined  to  carry  on  a  fe- 
parate  Negotiation  with  France  :  That  the  Secret 
,fhould  be  kept  inviolably  till  allowed  to  be  di- 
vulged by  the  Confent  of  both  Parties.  How  this 
was  to  be  underflood,  I  have  already  fhewn,  the 
Queen,  as  well  as  Monfieur  de  I'orcy^  having  com- 
municated it  to  Holland.  This  Keeping  the  Se- 
cret, is  a  Form  ufed  in  every  Treaty  that  ever 
was  made,  and  means  that  it  fhould  be  communi- 
cated to  as  few  as  may  be.  But  the  Q^ueen  has 
here  broke  her  Word   with  France,    Is  this  a 

*  Page  3.  f  Page  3. 
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Fault  ?  If  Ihe  had  kept  it,  would  not  that  hav? 
been  yet  a  greater  ?  But  that  any  Negotiation  of 
this  Kind,  in  which  io  many  Princes  and  States 
are  jointly  concerned,  could  pofTibly  be  carried  on 
without  fome  Reflridlion  of  this  Kind,  wiil  be  e- 
vident  from  what  I  fhall  anon  obferve  ;  from 
what  has  been  always  praftifed  by  all  Nations 
engaged  in  Alliance  of  War  ;  from  what  the  Em- 
peror and  the  Dutch^  the  Chief  of  our  Allies, 
have  done  in  relation  to  us  and  each  other,  during 
this  and  the  precedent  War  ;  and  from  what  we 
have  reciprocally  done  towards  them  under  the 
Minifbry  of  thefe  Men,  who  fland  ready  now  to 
complain  and  impeach. 

At  the  Beginning  of  the  Report,  the  Commit- 
tee faid,  they  could  not  find  that  the  D^/c^  were 
ever  afting    privately   with  France.      A  ftrange 

I in   Men  of   their   Penetration.      Some  of 

them  fure  muft  have  known  that  the  States  have 
never  defifled,  even  fince  their  breaking  off  the 
Conferences  at  Gertruydenhurg  and  the  Hague ^  to 
correfpond  with  France.  They  have  their  Agents 
all  the  Vv'hile  our.  Leers^  under  a  Pretence  of 
trafHcking  Books,  wrote  conftantly  to  Paris,  and 
Petticiini  V7asac5tually  negotiating  with  that  Crown. 
Mr.  Prior  fays,  (I  do  not  know  if  he  lyes  or 
not)  that  at  his  Arrival  at  Fontainbleau  at  the  Be- 
ginning of  Augtijl,  171 1,  he  faw  three  Letters 
writ  from  Monfieur  de  Petticum  to  Monfieur  de 
Torcy^  written,  as  Petticum  fays,  by  the  Order 
of  the  Penfionary  himfelf.  He  invites  Mr.  de 
'Torcy  to  renew  the  Conferences  fo  unhappily 
>  broke  off  with  Holland.     He  fays,  he  is  ready  to 

come  to  Paris  \  or  to  meet  any  Perfon  authorized 
by  France.,   at  Amiens.,  or  elfewhere.     He  promi- 
fes  it  ihail  be  more  advantageous  to  Frame  to  be- 
gin 
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gin    with  Holland    feparately  :     That    his   moft 
Chriftian  Majefty    has  only  to  propofe  his  own 
Terms,  and   the  States  fliall  agree  to  them.     He 
adds,  too  truly  indeed,  that  the  inieftine  Divifions 
in  England^  will  render  any  Negotiation  with  us 
impradicable  ;  for  that  one  Party  will  certainly 
oppofe  what  the   other  would   confent  to,    how 
juft  or  reafonable  foever.    He  explains  that  one  of 
our   Parties  has  a  very  great  Interefl  in  Holland  : 
He  names  them  as  the  Perfons  moft  concerned  in 
our  Banks  and  Stocks  here  •,    moneyed  Men,  not 
well  affefted  to  the  Miniftry  here  at  home,  who 
are  rather  inclined  to  a  Land  Intereft.     He  infinu- 
ates  the  Emperor's  Defire  of  continuing  the  War. 
So   evident  it  is,  that  there  was  an  Endeavour  to 
wreft  the  Negotiation  out  of  the  Queen's  Hand, 
notwithftanding  what  is  afferted  in  the  Report*. 
This  I  take  to  be  the  great  and  true  Reafon,  why 
the  Negotiation   did  not  advance  between  ^n7 
and  Aiiguft  ;  and  indeed,    as  we  had  a  great  Par- 
ty here,  fo  were  there   fome  Minifters  in  France 
too  vifibly    interefted    in  the  Dutch  Faftion.     I 
do  not  fpeak  it   to  their   Reproach  ;    for  they 
thought  it  more  for  the  Intereft  of  their  Country, 
that  a  Republic,  v/hom  they  might  in  Time  crufh, 
ihould  be  now  favoured,  rather  than  that  a  Mo- 
narchy, whom  they  alv/ays  dreaded,  Ihould  be 
fecured  and  advantaged. 

Amongft  other  Arguments,  this  was  one  at 
that  Time  made  Ufe  of.  That  Great  Britain^  as 
Matters  then  ftood,  could  not  begin  to  treat,  be- 
caufe  we  could  not  own  King  Philip  :  Whereas 
the  Dutch  had  always  ufed  fuch  Civility  to  that 
Prince,  that  it  would  be  more  eafy  and  pradica- 

*  Page  3. 
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ble  for  them  to  begin  ;  upon  which  we  could  not 
refLife  to  follow.  Thefe  Things  indeed  ought  to 
have  been  forgotten,  and  obliterated  in  the  Peace  ; 
but  the  Oppofers  of  it  make  it  necefTary,  even 
for  the  Safety  and  Honour  of  the  Perfons  concern- 
ed in  it,  that  they  Ihould  be  mentioned.  Far 
from  defigning  therein  to  hurt  any  Man,  and 
not  faying  any  Thing  hard  upon  this  Subjedt, 
I  proceed  to  the  4!:h  Page,  the  Grounds  upon 
which  the  whole  Report  is  founded  ;  vi-z,  a  fup- 
poled  Breach  of  the  Grand  Alliance  on  our  Side. 

Neutri  partium  fas  fit  de  pace  cum  hofte  trac- 
iare  mfi  con]un^iin.  —  The  Accufation  is,  That 
we  tteated  feparately,  in  Violation  of  the  Grand 
Alii.ince  -,  and  it  is  immediately  obferved,  that 
the  Preliminaries  are  figned  before  any  Thing  had 
leen  finally  concluded  for  the  Security  of  Gr^i;z/ 
BriiO'in.  How  then  as  yet  is  this  Article  violat- 
ed t  Or  what  Reafori  has  any  Ally  to  take  it  ill  ? 
But  if  any  Thing  had  been  concluded  for  the  Se- 
curity of  Great  Britain^  would  this  have  extenu- 
ated the  Offence  ?  Not  in  the  leaft.  We  ought 
r.ot,  it  feems,  to  have  made  any  fuch  Security. 
The  Argument  turns  both  Ways  •  and  if  the  Mi- 
niftcrs  did  or  did  not  ftipulate  for  the  Advantage, 
of  their  Country,  they  are  equally  culpable. 

But  if  before  any  Treaty  begun,  and  in  order 
to  oblige  Her  Majefiiy  to  hear  only  what  the  E- 
nemy  defired  to  begin  to  treat  upon,  as  well  for 
Herfelf,  as  for  Her  Allies,  the  Enemy  offers  a- 
ny  Thing,  which  when  finally  concluded,  may 
be  for  the  Security  of  Great  Britain  \  iliall  an 
EngliJI)  Miniftry  be  accufed  either  for  hearing 
v/hat  the  Enemy  would  treat  upon,  or  for  turn- 
ing the  Beginning  of  this  Treaty  to  the  Advan- 
tage, or  at  leaft  to  the  Security  (for  this  feems  to 
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be  the  Objeftion)  of  their  Country,  at  the   fame 
Time  that  they  hear  all  thofe  Advantages  propof- 
ed  in  Favour  of  the  Allies,  that  the  Queen   is  o- 
bliged  by  any   Stipulation  whatfoever  to  procure 
for  them  :  Tho'  the  Caufe  were  tried  at  Frankfort 
or  Amjierdam^  the  Miniftry  muft  be  cleared  upon 
this  Point?  But  mJVeJlminJler-Hall,    I    will  not 
doubt  but  that  fuch  an  Endeavour  will  be  adjudg- 
ed juft,  honeft,  laudable,  and  fland  recorded   in 
the  Hearts  of  all  true  Britons.,  to  the  lading  Ho*- 
riour  of  the  Perfons  concerned  in  it.     Let  us  conl!^ 
der  the  Force  of  this  terrible  Article.     Neither 
Party   fhall  treat,  i.  e.   make  a  Treaty,   without 
the  Confent  of  the  other.     Shall  therefore  neither 
Party  hear  if  the  Enemy  has  a  Defire  to  treat  at 
all ;  and  in  fuch  a  Cafe,  fhall  neither  Party  have 
Power  to  communicate  to  his  Ally  what  the  E- 
nemy  propofes,  or  at   what    Place  or  Time  the 
Delegates  of  all  Parties  may  meet  together  to  con- 
fer ?    Is  the  Article  to  be  reflrained  to  this  Senfe  ? 
No  Trumpet  then  can   ever  be  fent,  no  Captive 
redeemed,  or  Hoftage  exchanged,  without  thepre-^ 
vious  Confent  of  the  whole  Alliance  :  Thoufands 
and   ten   Thoufands  muft  have  perifhed  during 
this   long  War  in   Prifon,    unhappily  added  to 
thofe  Slain   in  the  Field.     In  one  Word,  if  we 
would  ever  have  Peace,  we  muft  either  fend  to 
France^  or  France  muft  fend  to  us.     The  Sea  is 
the  Frontier  between    the  two  Kingdoms,  and  it 
is  impolTible  by  any  other  Means  for  each  Nation 
to  know  the  immediate  Sentiments  of  the  other* 
or  elfe  we   muft  be  contented  to  let  the  Enemy 
apply  to  us,  and  we  reciprocally  to  him,  by  the 
Intercourfe  and    Mediation   of  fome  third  Party, 
What  great  Difadvantage  the  Crown  and  People 
o{  Great  Britain  have  received   from  this  iaft  Me- 
thod, 


444         ^^'  P  R I O  R' J  ^^/wer 

thod,  and  to  what  dreadful  Precipices  we  were 
driven  by  purfuing  it,  is  evident  to  any  Man  who 
reads  the  Preliminary  Engagements,  and  Treaties 
entered  upon  for  fix  Years  pad  •,  and  if  the  Ac- 
cufation  againft  the  late  Miniftry  comes  originally 
from  the  other  Side  of  the  Water,  it  is  a,  previous 
Declaration  in  Favour  of  the  Perfons  concerned. 
It  objefts  to  them  only,  that  would  avoid  thofe 
apparent  Inconveniences,  in  which  too  manifeftly 
their  Country  had  fuffered  much,  and  is  likely 
ftill  to  fuffer  more  by  this  mediate  and  fecond- 
hand  Way  of  Treating  :  And  may  we  not  as  well 
make  our  Bargain,  as  leave  it  to  be  made  by  oqr 
Neighbours,  how  cordially  foever  they  might  ma- 
nage for  us  ?  Are  we  obliged  to  truft  our  Alliesi 
in  Negotiations  of  the  greateft  Confequence,  ^nd 
where  God  knows  we  had  the  deepeft  Concern  ; 
and  fhall  thofe  Allies  not  truft  us  ?  A  Child 
would  be  alhamed  of  the  Abfurdity  of  fuch  Rea- 
foning. 

The  Article,  I  will  yet  take  it  for  granted,  is 
not  only  a  Reltri6lion  upon  us,  but  it  is  equally 
obligatory  to  all  the  Allies  ;  and  yet  the  People 
only  named  as  injured  by  us,  are  the  Dutch ; 
whereas  every  Prince  and  State  concerned  in  the 
Alliance,  have  the  fameReafon  of  Cornplaint.  Now 
it  will  eafily  be  granted  imprafticable,  that  every 
Motion  orPropofil  towards  a  Peace  fhould  be  tranf- 
mitted  to  all  :  The  Dutch  therefore  have  a  grea- 
ter Right  in  this  Cafe  than  the  Emperor,  or  any 
other  Ally  ;  or  the  Argument  is  void.  At  this 
Rate,  we  are  to  hear  from  our  Enemies  but  by 
the  Mouth  of  a  Cannon  -,  and  the  juft  Confe- 
quence that  follows  upon  this  Conftrudion  of  the 
Text,  is  that  all  Means  of  Peace  are  cut  off,  and 
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the  War,  to   the  Joy  ofthofe  that  delight  in  it, 
is  entailed  upon  us  for  ever. 

Let  us  confider, 

Firji^  How  we  came  under  thefe  inviolable 
Obligations,  to  which  thefe  Religious  ObferverS 
of  Treaties  would  bind  us  down  forever  :  And, 

Secondly^  How  our  Allies  have  dealt  with  us 
in  this  Regard. 

'  The  Grand  Alliance  was  a  Bargain,  and  not  a 
very  advantageous  one  for  England,  had  it  been 
never  fo  ftri^ly  made  good.  The  Obligations 
of  it  were  reciprocal.  How  negligently  our  Allies 
kept  to  their  Part  of  it  for  thirteen  Years,  and 
how  that  Negled  increafed  every  Year,  as  it  was 
complained  of  in  the  Time  of  the  Earl  Godolphin's 
Adminiftration,  promifed  often  to  be  redrefled-, 
till  at  lad,  by  plain  Extrafts  and  Accounts  laid 
before  the  Parliament,  it  appeared  that  the  Dutch 
had  not  complied  with  one  Third  of  what  they 
were  by  the  moil  folemn  Contra6t  to  fiirnifh,  is 
evident  to  the  whole  Nation  ;  till  at  lall  the 
States  very  roundly  told  us,  that  they  had  done 
all  they  could,  were  not  obliged  to  aft  according 
to  the  Exad:nefs  of  the  Quota's  and  Contingents 
agreed  to,  and  tliat  we  fhould  force  them  into  a 
feparate  Peace,  if  we  infilled  upon  thefe  Propor- 
tions, or  even  reitrained  an  open  Trade  which 
they  carried  on  with  France  ;  which  Trade  was 
difadvantageous  to  Great  Britain,  by  near  a  Mil- 
lion Sterling  per  Annum.  Thus  they  performed 
their  Obligations  to  us.  How  they  aded  with 
x\\(t  Emperor,  even  in  Relation  to  this  very  Grand 
Alliance,  is  evident  in  that  they  formally  entered, 
fince  the  making  it,  into  two  Treaties  of  Parti- 
on  figned  by  the  Penfioner  Heinjius  himfelf,  in 
*  which  they  oblige  themfeives  to  wage  Waragainft 
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the  Emperor  and  his  Adherents,  in  cafe  he  is 
not  fatisfied  (inftead  of  the  whole  Monarchy  of 
Spain)   with   the    Portions    which,    without  his 
Knowledge,    and    againft  his  Will,  are  affigned 
to  him  in  thofe  Treaties.     And  as  to  the  Emperor 
himfelf,    during    feveral  Campaigns  of  the    laft 
War,  tho*  the  Allies    had  near   200,000    Men, 
of  which  £«^/<^W  maintained  above  half,  employ- 
ed  in    endeavouring  to  get  the  Dominion  of  fo 
great  a  Part  of  Europe  and  America  to   his   Fa- 
mily,    he  has    not    had   of    his    own     Troops 
9000  Men  ;    and,  which  is   yet    more  wonder- 
ful, he  takes  it  ill,  that  being  at  the  fame  Time 
Emperor  of  Germany^  and   Matter  of  above  half 
ltal)\  he  is  not  likev/ife  King  of  Sicily^  and  Maf- 
ter  of  the   Indies :  Tho'  the  Bafis  of  the  Grand 
Alliance  is  founded  upon  this  Principle,  that  thefe 
Dominions  fhall  never  be  united  in  the  Perfon  of 
him  that  fhall  be  Emperor,  or  even   King  of  the 
Romans.     He  takes  this   ill  of  a  Queen  of  Great 
Britain^  that  contributed  effentially  to  fet  the  Im- 
perial Crown  upon  his  Head,    as  he  himfelf  ac- 
knowledges ;  and   he  takes  it  ill  too  of  a  Nation 
that  refcued  the  Empire  itfelf  out  of  the  Hands  of 
France^  and  fecured   it  to  the  Dominion  of  the 
Aujlrian  Family. 

That  we  may  remember  how  fcrupulous  all  this 
while  our  Allies  were,  as  to  this  Point  of  not 
treating,  unlefs  in  Conjundion  with  us  ;  and  how- 
much  they  valued  any  Complaint  or  Remonftrance 
which  we  could  make  upon  this  Head,  we  need* 
but  juft  look  back  upon  the  common  and  known  • 
Occurrences  of  fome  Years  paft,  even  as  they 
Hand  publilhed  and  printed  in  the  Shops. 

About 
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About  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1705),    *  the 
Frefident   de  RouilU ,    with   Paflports  trom  the 
States,  came   to   Antwerp^  and    from  thence    to 
Moerdyke,  where  Meffieurs  de  Buys  and  Van  Duf- 
fen,  delegated  by  the  States,  conferred  with  him 
privately  •,  and   in  this  clandelline  Manner  thefe 
Deputies  continue  to  a6]:  with  the  French  Minifter 
till  Aprils  in  which  Month  the  Duke  of  Marlho* 
roughs  who  had  never   been  admitted  to   confer 
with  de  Rouille,  and  had   only  taken  fuch  Report 
of  the  Negotiation  as   the  Penfioner  was  pleafed 
to  give  him,-  came  into  England  to  give  an  Ac- 
count thereof  to  Her  Majefty.     In  his  Grace's  Ab- 
fence,  Monfieur  de   ^orcy  arrived  at  the  Hague  \ 
the  Penfioner  advifes  the  Duke  thereof  by  Letter; 
and  upon  this    Advice,  his  Grace  fets  out  for  \he 
Hague.     The  Conferences  continue  all  this  while 
between  the    French    Minifter  and  the  two  Dutch 
Deputies  ;  for  neither  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  or 
Lord  Townffjend  have  ever  yet  ktn  Monfieur  de 
Rouilll^  till  he  is  prefented    to   them  the    19th  of 
May^   by  Monfieur  de  Torcy,      The  French ,  m 
thefe  three  or  four  Months,  made  fuch  great  Con- 
ceifions,  as   gave   Hopes  of    a    good    and    folid 
Peace  :  But   thefe  Conceffions  were   ftill  rejefted. 
Prince  Eugene '^ni^  the  Duke  01  Marlborough  v try 
feldom   vouchfafed  to  affift  at    the  Meetings  ap~ 
pointed  :  Nor  was  it  very  flrange  that  two  great 
Generals,    at    the     Head     of     200,000    Men, 
fliould    not  be  very  fond  of  quitting   the    Ad- 
vantages of  thofe  high  Stations,  for  the  bare  Sari f- 
fadion  of  having  their   Names  printed  at  the  Bot- 
xom  of  a  Treaty  of  Peace, 

*  See  Page  283. 
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Monfieur  de  Torcy  at  laft  returns  to  Paris ^  hav- 
ing openly  declared  above  three  Weeks  before  hiS 
going  from  Holland,  that  the  Preliminaries,  as 
they  were  then  drawn  up,  could  never  be  confent- 
ed  to  by  the  King  his  Mafter.  Notwithftanding 
all  this  Procedure,  and  the  repeated  Proteftations 
of  that  Minifter  on  this  Subjeft,  'in  Defpite  of 
Fa6l  and  Probability,  we  draw  up  a  mock  Ne- 
gotiation, as  if  already  agreed  to  by  France^  and 
fend  it  over  to  be  ratified  by  the  Great  Seal  of 
England  y  and  to  the  Wonder^  as  well  as  ther 
Laughter  of  all  Europe,  we  find  it  formally  fign- 
ed,  as  agreed  by  the  Imperial,  Briti/h,  and  Dutch 
Plenipotentiaries.  Not  one  Word  made  of  the 
French  refufing  it  ;  which,  in  relation  to  England, 
carried  with  it  juft  as  good  Scnfe,  as  if  I  fhould 
get  the  Writings  engroflfed  for  a  Man*s  Eltate, 
who  has  fiid  he  will  have  nothing  to  do  with  me  ; 
or  that  I  fhould  fign  a  Contract  of  Marriage  on 
my  Part  with  a  Woman,  who  had  three  Weeks 
before  fled  the  Country  to  avoid  my  Solicitation. 

Happy  yet  had  it  been  for  Great  Britain,  if  this 
Proceeding  had  proved  only  ridiculous*,  but  how 
dangerous  it  was  likewife,  the  very  Recital  of  the 
Articles  will  demonfbrate.  They  carry  us  on  to  a 
Point  of  View,  far  beyond  what  was  propofed  by 
the  Grand  x^lliance  ;  and  whereas  we  were  hither- 
to obliged  to  make  War  only  till  a  reafonable 
Compenfation  be  got  to  the  Emperor  inftead  of 
5j?^/;z,  we  are  not  now  to  lay  down  our  Arms  till  the 
Houfe  of  Auftria  is  put  into  the  intire  PoflefTion  of 
the  whole  Spanijh  Monarchy.  If  Peru  or  Mexico 
now  refufe  the  Dominion  of  that  Family,  our 
Fleets  and  our  Armies  are  to  go  thither  to  conquer 
thefe  Kingdoms  for  them..  We  are  at  the  fame 
Time  under  fuch  Obli^^"'"'^"'^  to  the  Emperor,  as 
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to  Germany^  as  may  entail  a  War  of  fifty  Years 
upon  us,  and  an  Expence  of  feven  Millons  each 
of  thefe  Years,  in  cafe  his  Imperial  Majefty  thinks 
good  to  hold  us  to  our  Bargain  :  So  that  without 
entering  into  any  arithmetical'  Detail,  the  third 
Part  of  the  Recolt  and  Lands  of  all  England  is 
given,  and  a  growing  Interefl  upon  it,  for  the 
Prolongation  of  a  War,  which  is  now  out  of  our 
Power  to  finifh  ;  and  this  too  upon  no  Confide- 
ration  or  Conceflion  to  us  in  the  World,  on  the 
Emperor's  Part.  No  little  Comtat  or  Hans-Town 
ever  ad:ed  with  fuch  Humility  and  Submiffion  to 
the  Court  at  Vienna^  as  the  Crown  of  Britain  did 
on  this  Occafion  :  'Tis  all  Condefcenfion  on  our 
Side,  and  the  Emperor's  Love  is  worth  the  other 
fifty  Millions :  Nay,  he  has  not  as  much  as  pre- 
vioufly  honour'd  us  with  the  Approbation  and 
Confent  of  the  Empire  :  It  is  enough  that  he  will 
do  it  as  foon  as  poffible,  and  we  honeftly  believe 
him,  at  leaft  upon  his  bona  Fide,  How  well  he 
has  acquitted  himfelf  in  this  Point,  may,  amongft 
other  Articles,  be  feen  in  one  Particular. 

Whilfl:  immediate  and  peculiar  Care  was  taken 
of  every  Article  that  could  be  thought  to  regard 
the  Intereft  of  his  Imperial  Majefty,  or  the  States 
General,  the  State  of  the  Proteftant  Religion  in 
Germany  was  what  as  well  the  late  Qaeen  as  His 
prefent  Majefty  have  frequendy  declared  they  had 
very  much  at  Heart :  But  in  thefe  Preliminaries 
the  only  Care  that  was  taken  in  this  Behalf,  as 
well  by  our  Calviniftical  as  Catholic  Friends,  was, 
that  the  Affair  is  referable  to  the  Negodations  of 
a  General  Peace  ;  v/hich  is,  in  plain  Englijh^  that 
this  Article  is  left  fairly  to  the  Decifion  of  the 
Emperor,  the  chief  Potentate  that  oppofcs  it. 
It  h  to  be  determin'd  at  a  Tribunal  where  a  Plu- 
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rallty  of  Roman  Catholics  prefide  •,  and  the  French 
King  is  by  this  excufed,  if  he  is  found  pafiive  in 
the  Matter,  under  a  Notion  that  That  Prince  has 
nothing  to  do  in  the  Affairs  of  the  Empire.  This, 
by  the  way,  was  the  fpecial  Care  taken  in  thefe 
Preliminaries  of  the  Proteftant  Religion. 

In  the  fame  Preliminaries  we  fairly  give  to  the 
Dutch  all  the  Towns  in  the  Lozv  Countries  togar- 
rifon,  and  all  the  Revenues  of  thofe  Countries,  to 
maintain  their  fo  doing.  From  this  Moment  we 
proceed  upon  the  moft  unequal,  as  well  as  moft 
unjufl:  Conditions  that  ever  were  impofed  by  Al- 
lies, upon  a  free  People,  (fliall  I  fay?)  nay,  by  Con- 
querors upon  the  Vanquiflied.  To  continue  to 
light,  is  thought  the  proper  and  fole  Buflnefs  of 
the  EngllJIj.  W'-;  are  to  fuftain  all  the  Lofs  \ 
Strangers  are  to  Hiare  all  the  Advantage  ,  and  we 
are  never  to  think  of  Peace  till  they  tell  us  they 
are  weary  of  the  War.  At  this  Price  of  our  Trea- 
fure,  of  our  Blood,  and  indeed  of  Common  Senfe, 
■we  acquired  that  great  Pennyworth  of  Glory, 
which  (as  Count  Gallas  fatirically  told  Her  late 
Majefty)  the  Emperor  would  have  bought,  \i 
he  had  had  Money  enough.  And  in  this  Situa- 
tion our  old  Friends,  fo  much  famed  for  em- 
blematic Wit,  might  again  have  painted  us  with 
Lions  Clav/s,  but  with  Calves  Heads. 

The  moiL  melancholy  Animadverfion  yet  re- 
mains to  be  made  upon  thefe  pernicious  Prelimi- 
naries, ratified  on  our  Parr,  never  fo  much  as 
figned,  or  intenacd  to  be  figned,  on  the  Part  of 
France :  Th.it  upon  M.  de  Torcy^s  Return  to  Fer- 
failles^,  the  French  King  fends  them  to  all  the  Pro- 
vinct^s  of  his  Kingdom,  £l:ie"vvs  them  to  be  captious 
in  their  Tenor,  unreafonable  as  to  their  Demands, 
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nay,  impofiible  for  him  to  comply  with,*  and 
calculated  only  to  make  a  Separation  between 
that  King  and  S'paiyi.  The  whole  People  of  France 
with  all  imaginable  Zeal  confent.  Clergy  as  well 
as  Laity,  to  augment  their  Taxes  ;  refolve  uni- 
verfally,  whether  with  Reafon  or  no  I  fiiali  not 
determine,  that  the  Allies  never  did  intend  a 
Peace,  and  will  fight,  -pro  arts  &  focis,  till  m.ore 
reafonable  Terms  may  be  propofed :  And  to  fhew 
they  are  in  earneft,  they  fell  their  very  Plate, 
raife  the  Dixmes  of  their  Eftates,  and  fupply  the 
King  with  above  a  hundred  Millions  of  Livres. 
The  Spaniards,  at  the  fame  Time,  for  fear  of  being 
hereafter  difmember*d  or  abufed,  as  they  thoughc 
they  were  by  thefe  Proceedings,  became  fo  invio- 
lably united  to  the  Intereft  of  Pbiiip  and  his  Fa- 
mily, that  this  Tranfadion,  joined  to  the  furpri- 
fing  Effects  of  the  following  Campaign,  made  it 
utterly  impoffible  that  That  Prince  ihould,  hu- 
manly fpeaking,  be  ever  removed  out  of  the  Do- 
minions of  Spain,  or  attacked  with  any  Succefs 
in  them. 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  obferve,  that  in  the  In- 
llru6lions  given  this  Year  -f-  to  the  Duke  of^  Marl- 
borough and  Lord  Tozvnjbend,  they  are  to  declare 
to  the  Penfioner  of  Holland,  and  fuch  other  Mem- 
bers of  the  State  as  may  be  proper,  that  no  Nego- 
tiation of  Peace  fhould  be  entered  into  with  France . 
till  the  Preliminaries  were  nrft  adjufted  between 
Her  Majefty  and  the  States  General.  Is  the  Em- 
peror, the  King  of  Priijfia,  the  Eledor  of  Hano- 
ver, or  any  Prince  of  the  Empire,  let  into  this 
Secret?  Nay,  do  not  the  Inftrudions  particularly 
fay,  that  this  Communication  is  to  be  made  only 

*  See  Page  287*  f  17^9. 
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to  the  Penfioner  and  feme  of  his  Favourites  ?  Does 
there  appear  in  thefe  Inftruftions  that  great  Ten- 
dernefs  to  all  our  Allies  in  general,  or  that  Zeal 
more  particularly  for  the  Emperor's  Intereft, 
which  flames  out  with  fuch  Force  at  prefent,  as  is 
jikely  to  fet  the  whole  Nation  on  Fire  ? 

However^  thus  runs  the  Inftrudion,  and  the 
Reference  from  it  is  very  eafy.  In  170^,  the 
Queen's  Plenipotentiaries  may  not  only  treat,  but 
conclude  with  the  Penfioner,  and  fuch  other  of 
the  States  as  may  be  convenient  and  necefiary, 
exclufive,  as  has  been  already  faid,  of  the  reft 
of  the  Allies  :  The  Plenipotentiaries  are  neither  to 
regard  nor  alk  if  thefe  very  Gentlemen  of  Holland 
have  fufficient,  or  indeed  any  Power  from  their 
Mafters.  Yet  in  171 2,  the  fame  Queen's  whole 
Council,  or  fuch  of  them  as  fhe  pleafcs  to  nomi- 
nate, fhall  not  be  thought  qualified  to  treat  with 
a  Minider  of  France^  tho'  he  comes  inftru6led  with 
as  Full  Powers  as  any  Minifter,  ev;.n  a  Prince  of 
the  Blood,  did  or  could  ever  produce  from  that 
Crown  ;  and  though  the  ^.itcrefts  of  all  the 
Allies  were  previoufly  taken  care  of,  were  men- 
tioned, and  (as  far  as  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
could  admit)  adjufted,  the  firft  Time  this  Pleni- 
potentiary meets  with  the  Perfons  thus  delegated 
by  Her  Majefty. 

Towards  the  latter  End  of  this  Year  *,  the  Bar- 
rier Treaty  was  itt  on  Foot :  \t  was  contrived, 
drawn  up,  and  perfeded  in  Holland  •,  it  is  figned 
by  feven  of  the  States  General  on  their  Side  ;  a- 
mongft  whom  is  the  Penfioner  Heinfms  •,  and  on 
cur  Side  it  is  figned  fmgly  by  Lord  'Townjhend ; 
his  Collegue,  our  firll  Plenipotentiary,  who  had 
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more  Precaution  and  Experience,  for  very  fo- 
Jid  Reafons,  declining  to  fign  it  jointly  with  him. 
i  When  this  Treaty  was  fent  over,  and  perufed  by 
Thofe  who  had  then  the  Honour  to  be  of  Her  Ma- 
jefty's  Council,  tho'  the  Whole  was  generally  con- 
demned, yet,  to  keep  well  with  the  Dutch^  as 
the  Phrafe  at  that  Time  went,  it  was  thought  pro- 
per to  try  fuch  Experiment  as  might,  in  fome 
meafure,  redify  the  groffeft  and  moft  vifible  In- 
conveniency  in  this  unequal  Stipulation  ;  by  which, 
in  one  Word,  we  were  to  have  had  nothing  but 
what,  God  be  thanked  !  we  had  fecured  to  our- 
felves  by  our  own  Laws  and  Conftitutions,  and 
for  what  we  ought  to  be  indebted  to  no  People, 
or  Body  of  Men,  but  to  our  own  Parliament  ; 
and  to  no  Caufe  or  Thing,  but  to  the  natural  Li- 
berty of  our  Country,  and  the  Providence  of  God 
in  the  Proteftion  of  it;  while  by  the  fame  Treaty 
the  States  were  to  have  the  Ufu  fruit,  and  probably 
the  abfolute  Pofleffion,  of  all  the  Low  Countries. 

To  redrefs  or  conceal  the  great  Difproportion 
and  Enormity  of  this  Treaty,  fome  explanatory 
Articles  were  drawn  up,  and  fent  to  be  inferred 
with,  or  added  to,  the  Whole  •,  but  fo  far  were 
we  from  being  heard  on  this  Occafion,  that  the 
Treaty  was  fent  back  figned  :  Thefe  Articles,  par- 
ticularly eight  of  them  of  the  greateft  Tenour  and 
Importance,  being  abfolutely  exploded  and  rejefled. 

When  any  Man  has  read  thefe  Articles,*  he  has 
but  to  reflect  to  what  fad  Extremities  the  Crown, 
the  Miniftry,  and  the  Nation  of  Great  Britain^ 
were  reduced.  The  States,  without  any  Reftric- 
tion  or  Account,  fhall  garrifon  and  pofiefs  not 
only  what  they  have  already,  but  whatever  they 

*  Vi<l6  G.  Coll.  of  Treaties,  Page  490, 
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fhall  acquire  in  Flanders  during  the  Progrefs  of 
the  War:  Britain  ^\-\\\^  without  any  Advantage, 
without  the  leaft  Confideration,  afiift  to  the  com- 
pleting this  Bargain,  with  all  her  Wealth,  and  to 
the  utmoft  of  her  Power. 

It  is  here  obfervable,  that  the  Queen  ofFer'd  to 
flipulate  with  Holland^    that  neither  of  us  fhould 
enter  into  a  Treaty  with  France  before  the  entire 
Monarchy  o^ Spain  was  yielded  up   as  a  Prelimi- 
nary.    The  Dutch  refufed  abfolutely  to  enter  into 
fuch  Agreement,  and  gave  this  Realbn  for  their 
Refufal :  That  their  People  would  never  be  brought 
to  confcnt  to  it.  Yet  upon  the  Report  made  at  the 
Hague  *  by  the  Dutch  Deputies,   that  the  Confe- 
rences they  had  held  with  the  French  had  not  met 
with  the  Succefs  defired,  the  Imperial   Minifter 
declared,  that  the  Emperor  would  not  confent  to 
any  Partition  of  the  Spanijh  Monarchy.     And  the 
next  Year^-  he  makes  the  fiime  Declaration,  at  a 
Conference  of  the  Allies  at  Utrecht  -,  tho',  as  1  have 
faid,   the  very  Principle  upon  which  the  grand 
Alliance  is  founded,  is,  that  a  reafonable  Compen- 
facion  fhould  be  made  to  the  Emperor,  in  regard 
to  his  Pretenfions  to  Spain.     What  is   Her  Ma- 
iefty  to  do   now  ?  Infift   upon  the  entire  Reftitu- 
tion  ot  Z^  -  :'r  to  the  Houfe  o^  Atiftria  ?  The  Dutch 
will  not  come  in  even  to  the  Propofal.     The 
Queen  and  Her  Miniftry  muft  not  be  releafed 
from   this  Engagement,    from  which  our  Allies 
have  fo  evidently  receded  :    And  the  People  of 
Great  Britain  are  Itill  to  be  tied  down  to  this  hard, 
this  unequal,  this  impoflible  Condition  •,  infomuch, 
that  when  the  Difpofition  of  human  Affairs  in  the 
two  fucceeding  Years  had  render'd  it  infinitely  more 
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fo  than  it  was  at  the  Time  that  the  Dutch  made 
this  Refufal,  a  great  Lord  confefs'd  in  the  Upper 
Houfe,  that  the  Thing  was  impofTible  i  but  he  ftill 
urged  that  it  jfhould  be  infifted  on. 

The  State  of  Affairs  were  fuch  at  that  *  Time, 
that  as  it  appeared  to  be  the  Coiinfel,  fo  was  it 
really  the  Intereft  of  the  Imperialiits  to  prolong 
the  War.     200,000  Men  were  fighting  for  them  ; 
of  which   they  did  not  maintain  above  10,000: 
Their  Dominions  were  to  be  extended  by  a  Vic- 
tory, and  the  Lofs  of  a  Battle  muft  have  kept  us 
longer  in  a  War.     This  Children  call,    Crofi  I 
win^  Pile  you  lofe.   If  the  Allies  had  had  the  better, 
the  Emperor's  Demands  had  increafed.     The  bell 
we  could  have  expefled  would   have  been,  that 
the  Congrefs  fhould  have  been  preferred  to  Frank- 
fort or  to  Baden,      How  good    Conditions  we 
fhould  there  have  obtained,  even  as  to  what  relat- 
ed to  our  own  Honour,  and  how  the  Demands  of 
England  would  hav^  been  regarded,  or  the  Prote- 
ftant  Intereft  fuitained,  is  evident  from  what  has 
fince  been  done  at  the  latter  of  thefe  Places.    But 
turn  the  Tables :    Had  we  loft  the  Battle,  their 
End  had  yet  been  more  effeftually  gained  :    Hcl~ 
land  and  Great  Britain  mull  have  renewed  and 
augmented  their  Strength  :    The  old  Argument, 
that  the  exorbitant  Power  of  France  v/as   not  yet 
fufficiently  abated,  would  have  been  renewed  ^  and 
we,  again  frighten'd,  muft  have  itill  gone  on  in 
a  wild  Maze  of  a  deflruflive  Land  War. 
•     The  Propofal  of  having  Dunkirk  demolifhed, 
our  Friends  rejeded,  without  vouchfafing  .0  give 
us  any  Reafon  for  th^nr  fo  doing  ;    tho'  this  was 
the  only  Advantage  we  propofed  to  ourfelves,  or 
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expe6led  to  receive  on  that  Side,  for  all  the  Vic- 
tories we  had  helped  them  to  gain,  and  for  hav- 
ing procured  them  the  almoft  entire  PoflefTion  of 
thirty  fortified  Places,  and  ten  Provinces. 

Hard  is  the  Fate  of  Great  Britain,  if  we  are 
bound  and  condemned  to  Terms  from  which  our 
Allies  declare  tliemfelves  releafed  ;  if  we  are  o- 
bliged  to  make  War  for  them  upon  Conditions, 
v.'hich  they  acknowledge  they  cannot  make  their 
own  Snbjecfts  perform  j  and  if  the  States,  who 
would  not  admit  of  our  having  Dunkirk^  are  not 
only  excufed,  but  juftified  -,  v/hilft  the  Queen's 
Minidcrs,  for  having  fince  obtained  it,  are  not  on- 
ly to  be  blamed  but  impeached. 

It  may  be  here  not  improperly  obfcrved. 
That  Dunkirk  is  *  named  as  what  may  require  a 
particular  Attention,  becaufe  this  Port  and  Calais 
are  (o  near,  that  the  Enemy  may  fail  thence  to 
the  Coafts  of  the  States,  or  to  thofe  of  Great 
Britain,  in  one  Tide  :  But  nothing  is  faid  or  pro- 
pofed  in  Favour  of  its  being  demoliflied.  It 
may  be  added,  that  neidier  during  this  laft  or 
the  precedent  War,  they  would  ever  confent  to 
the  beficging  it,  tho'  we  had  often  propofed  this 
Enterprize  to  them,  and  offered  to  do  it  at  our 
cv.'n  Expence. 

About  the  Beginning  of  the  Year  1710,  the 
i"  French  Plenipotentiaries  arrive  in  Holland,  and 
at  Moerdyke  Buys  and  Vander  DuJJ'en  meet  them. 
The  Conferences  which  thefe  Deputies  hold  from 
Time  to  Time,  are  tranfmitted  to  the  Hague, 
to   the  Penfionary   and   fome  of  the  Deputies  of 

*  Committee  of  State,  Page  17. 
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State  ;  and  by  thefe  Perfonsthey  are  communicat- 
ed to  the  Imperial  and  Briti/h  Plenipotentiaries. 

The  Conferences  at  GertniydeJiberg,  all  March 
and  April^  are  carried  on  in  the  fame  Manner  ;  and 
when  in  May  there  appeared  fome  Hope  that  the 
Negotiation,  which  had   like  to  have  broke  off, 
might   be   renewed,     the  Imperial  Minifter   de- 
fired   to  be  admitted  to  the    fucceeding  Confer- 
ences ',  but  this  was  over-ruled  •,  and  the  Reafon 
given  for  it  was,  that  the  other  Minifters,  parti- 
cularly thofe   of  England,  might  claim  the  fame 
Privilege.     Not  only  the  Propofitions  at  Ger- 
truydenberg^  but   even  the  Letter  by  which  the 
French  Plenipotentiaries  defire  to  bedifmifTed,  are 
communicated  by  the  Penfionaryonly  to  the  Impe- 
rial and  Britiftj  Minifters  ;    and  this  Letter  is  ad- 
dreffed  to  Petticu?n^  who   writes  them  Word  a- 
gain     that    he    had    communicated     his    Letter 
to  them  who  were  intrufted  in  the  Affair,  and 
what  the  Deputies  had  related  to  have  palled  in 
the  laft  Conference,    had   been  told  to  the  Mini- 
fters of  the  Allies.     What  Permifnon  our  Mini- 
fters had   to  hear  only    by  fecond-hand,  or  what 
fuperior  Power  the  Deputies  of  the  States  had  in 
the  firft  Place  to  confer  and  a6t  with  the  French 
Plenipotentiaries,  I  cannot  determine.    Why  Pet- 
ticnm,  who   is  an   Agent  only  for   the  Duke  of 
Holjlein,  had  the  Negotiation  fome  time  trufted  to 
himfelf  alone,    is  yet   more  aftonifhing.     What 
appears  moft  plain  is.  That  we  were  to  make 
War  for  the  Dutch,  and  they  to  make  Peace  for 
us.     The   definitive  Anfwer  of  the  States  to  the 
French  Memorial,    when    their  Plenipotentiaries 
were   going  away,  is  a   Refolution  drawn  up  by 
fome   of  their  Deputies,    and   communicated  to 
them  only  :  So  fare  were  they  of  having  us  agree 
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to  whatever  they  did.  And  as  the  Dutch  were 
the  fole  Managers  of  this  Negotiation,  and  parti- 
cularly of  its  breaking  off,  it  is  obfervable  that 
Jealoufies  began  now  to  be  entertained  of  them  in 
England. 

New  Overtures  are  made  in  J-une  ;  the  Impe- 
rial Plenipotentiary  renews  his  Defires  of  being 
admitted,  at  leaft  to  hear  what  thefe  are,  and  re- 
ceives again  the  like  Denial.  He  fays  pofitively^ 
he  has  an  Order  from  Vienna  to  be  thus  admitted. 
He  fends  an  Exprefs  on  this  Subjed:  to  Prince 
Eugene^  who  advifes  him  to  ad  on  this  Occafion 
as  the  Briujh  Minifters  did  ;  that  the  Queen,  who 
contributed  fo  greatly  to  the  War,  was  contented 
to  truft  this  preliminary  Negotiation  of  Peace  en- 
tirely to  the  Condud  of  the  States  -,  and  that 
there  could  be  no  harm  in  his  following  this  good 
Example. 

*  The  Council  of  State  to  the  States  General 
declare,  That  in  Affairs  of  War,  Hope  and  Ap- 
pearance are  not  always  the  right  Meafures  of 
Succefs  -,  and  that  fometimes,  how  unlikely  foever 
or  unpromifing  the  Pofture  of  Affairs  may  ftand, 
great  Events  may  enfue  thereupon.  ****** 

Here  the  Mamifcript  ends^ 

On  the  loth  o^  June^  17151  the  Day  after  the 
Commons  Committee  made  cheir  Report,  Robert 
JValpole^  Efq-  who  had  been  Chairman  of  that 
Committee,  and  of  the  Committee  of  Council 
who  examined  Mr.  Prior,  moved  the  Houfe  for 
an  L-pp'-achmentagainfl  Matthew  Prior,  biq; 

*  Nov.  17,  171C, 
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whereupon,  on  the  1 7th  of  the  fame  Month,  Mr. 
Prior  was  ordered  into  clofe  Cuftody,  and 
'^  That  no  Perfon  fhould  be  admitted  to  fee  him, 
"  without  Leave  from  the  Speaker."  And  in 
1 7 17,  when  an  Aft  of  Grace  was  pafled,  Mr. 
Prior,  who  iay  ftill  at  the  Mercy  of  the  Houfe 
of  Commons,  was  one  of  the  Perfons  excepted 
out  of  it.  But  being  foon  after  difcharged,  he 
retired  wholly  from  Bufinefs,  and  fpent  the  Re- 
mainder of  his  Days  chiefly  at  his  own  Villa  of 
Down-Hall,  or  at  IVimpole^  a  Seat  of  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  where  he  died  on  the  i8th  of  Decemhery 
1721. 

I  have  now  nothing  more  to  add  of  Mr.  Pri- 
or's, but  the  State  of  his  Accounts,  as  a  Plenipo- 
tentiary Minifter,  which  has  been  two  or  three 
Times  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  Sheets  -,  and 
to  prefix  to  it  a  Letter  of  his  to  Mr.  Daniel 
Arthur,  Merchant,  concerning  the  Payment  of  a 
Draught  for  2000  /.  which  he  had  made  upon  the 
Lord  Treafurer  Oxford,  but  which  had  not  been 
anfwered  when  the  following  was  writ,  notwith- 
{landing  the  Hopes  that  had  been  given  him  in 
the  *  Letters  before  infer  ted. 

SIR,  Wejlminfier,0£l.\'^,   1716. 

N  Anfwer  to  the  Letter  you  fent  me  concern- 
_^  ing  the  Bill  of  2000  Pound,  drawn  by  me  in 
the  Year  17 14,  from  Paris,  upon  the  Earl  of 
Oxford,  then  Lord  High  Treafurer,  1  muft  in? 
form  you, 

That  I  had  Her  late  Majefty's  Orders  fignified 
to  me  by  the  faid  Earl,  to  draw  that  Bill  on 
him  (as  I  had  done  feveral  others  before,  which 
were  all  regularly  paid) ;  that  a  Warrant  was  fign- 

*  See  Pages  41 3,  414,  415. 
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ed  on  "Edward  Nicholas,  Efq;  to  pay  this  in  like 
manner  as  my  other  Bills  were  paid.  But  by  the 
Removal  of  the  faid  late  Lord  Treafurer,  and  Her 
Majefty's  Death  immediately  afterwards,  the 
Payment  of  the  faid  Bill  was  poftponed. 

A  State  of  my  Demands  being  by  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Shrewsbury  laid  before  his  Majefty  on- 
his  happy  Arrival  here,  wherein  that  2000  Pound 
was  included  ;  PI  is  Majefty  was  gracioufly  pleaf- 
ed  to  f\y,  He  would  give  the  neceflary  Dire6tions 
therein. 

The  Earl  of  Halifax  being  afterwards  in  the 
Treafury,  laid  before  his  Majefty  in  Council,  a 
new  State,  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  prepared 
of  what  was  due  to  me  from  the  Crown  •  upon 
wbicn  His  Majefty  was  pleafed  to  order,  that 
"wliat  had  incurred  fince  his  Acceflion  to  the  Crown, 
fhould  be  paid  immediately  out  of  his  Civil  Lift: 
Money;  f  which  was  accordingly  done)  and  that 
the  faid  2000  Pound  fiiould  be  paid  out  of  the 
•Arrears  cl  the  late  Queen's  Civil  Lift  Money  : 
And  thir  was  confirmed  to  me  by  two  Letters, 
one  from  the  faid  Earl  o( Halifax,  and  the  other 
from  M; .  Secretary  Stanhope. 

By  al  which  it  appears,  that  this  is  a  Debt 
properl;  demandable  from  the  Crown,  and  that 
your  Application  ought  to  be  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Treafury ,  to  make  good  the  fame  out  of  the  Ar- 
rears of  Her  late  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Money. 
And  I  cannot  doubt  but  when  their  Lordftiips 
fliali  fee  the  Equity  thereof,  they  will,  in  their 
great  Ju.iice  and  Regard  to  the  public  Credit, 
(which  I  take  to  be  concerned  in  this  Matter) 
order  the  Payment  of  the  faid  Warrant  out  of  the 
Arrears  of  Her  late  Majefty's  Civil  Lift  Money. 
I  am.  Sir,  i^c. 

"Hhe 
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whqnce  to  the  firft 
November^  1714?  is  twoi 
Years  and  a  Quarter,  in* 
which  Time  there  hath 
been  paid  on  his  Bills 

And  he  hath  drawn 
other  Bills,  which  are 
yet  upaid,   for  | 


I 


I,      s.  d. 


11810  o  o 


.4458  o 


1 62(58 


s.  d, 
o  o 


The  Pay  of  anAmbalTador  for  that-n 
Time,  and  for  his  Ordinary  Bills  of>i53CG  o  o 
Extraordinaries,  would  amount  to    j 


So  that  he   hath  exceeded  that  ofi        /^R  o  n 
Ambaflfador,  by  j 

The  Pay  of  a  Plenipotentiary  for»^ 
that  Time  would  be  only  y^iSl.  and/  gq^o  O  O 
his  Excecdings,  reckoning  that  Way ,  r" 
would  be  -^ 

Mr.  Prior  in  his  Letter  feems' 
to  give  an  Account  only  of  eight 
Months,  as  tho'  thefe  Bills  for 
44j8  /.  were  drawn  for  that  Time  ; 
and  if  it  fhould  be  looked  upon, 
that  the  Sum  of  11810/.  paid  by  J*  4533  6  S 
Warrants  of  the  late  Lord  Trea- 
furer,  the  Earl  of  Oxford,  was  ac- 
counted for  to  him,  then  the  Ac- 
count as  an  Ambaflador  for  thofe 
eight  Months,  would  be 

And 


4^2  The  State    of 

And  thefe  Bills  being 


4458  o   o 


Will  be  lefs  than  the  Pay  of  an 
Ambaflador  by  ^      75  ^  ^ 


But  the  Pay  of  a  Plenipotentiary  -. 
for    that    Time,     would    be    only/ 
2346/.    13  i.   4^.    fo  that  he  will>  21 12  6  o 
have  exceeded  that  of  Plenipotentary  \ 
by  J 

Mr.  Prior,  in  Excufe  of  this  large  Demand, 
lays  before  your  Lordfhips  feveral  extraordinary 
Expences,  which  in  the  faid  eight  Months  a- 
mount  to  i6i33Livres,  viz. 

Celebrating  Her  late  Majefty's"> 

Coronation  Day  5-3100 

Mourning  for  the  Duke  o^ Berry  15)^5 
Ditto  for  Fler  late  Majefty  33Q0 

Expences  at  FontainUeau  44O0 

Celebratinp;    His    Maiefty's     T 
Coronation  ]'34oo 


16135  Livres* 
Which  is  about  942  /  Sterling. 

From  the  End  of  yf^/p-z//?,    1712,  to7       •«,    ,, 
D..m^.r  following^  ^  j.  4  Months, 

VxomDececmh.  ly  12^ to Decemh,  17 13.  13  Months. 
From  Decemb.  1713,  toyf«^z{/?,  1714.  7  Months. 

Am- 
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/. 

Ambaflador  13300 

Equipage  1 500 

Plate  1800 

Mourning  for   the  Duke  of> 

Berry  and  for  the  Queen  ,>  300 

about  5^ 

Whereas  Mr.  Prior  from  •— —  to  — — . 
is  charged,  £s?c.  

Altho*  he  has  not  had  the  Advantages  allowed 
to  AmbafTadors,  as  is  alledged. 

One  hundred  and  four  Weeks  from 

Augufi,  iyi^,  toAuguJl,  1714,  at> 

100/.    per    Week    ordinary    En-('°^°^  °  ° 

tertainment.  3 

Mourning,  ^c.  about  300  o  o 


I 0700  o  o 
Wanting  1660  o  o 

■       I-   » 

Parliament         123^0  o  o 

In  the  following  Letter  of  Mr.  Drifi's  to  the 

Earl  of  Oxford,  (found  among  the  other  Papers 
contained  in  this  Volume  )  we  have  a  candid 
Teftimony  that  Mr.  Prior  was  not  miftaken  in 
thefe  Words  of  his  laft  Will  5  My  Lord  Harley 
will  he  jiifter  towards  all  ivith  whom  he  deals,  and 
kinder  to  my  Friends,  than  any  other  Man  I  leave 
behind  me  in  the  World  ;  as  well  as  of  the  fincerc 
Regard  paid  by  Mr.  Drift  to  the  Memory  of  his 
dear  Majler,  as  he  aifcd:ionately  calls  him,  and  of 
the  Genuinenefs  of  the  Manufcripts  writren  in  the 
fame  Hand,  or  received  from  the  fame  Quarter. 

A 
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Mr,  D  R I F  tV  Letter  to 


A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Ejdward  Earl  of 
Ox'FORD,  ivith  an  Accompt  depending  between  his 
Lordfbip  and  Adrian  Drift. 

When  to  the  World  lov'd  Prior  had  adieu ^  P 
And  on  bright  Cherubs^  Wings  to  Heaven  flew,  > 
Poor  Drift'j  Concerns^  my  Lord,  he  left  to  you  ;  j 
*To  you,  my  Lord,  of  all  his  Friends^  the  heft, 
Moftjujiy  mofl:  kind: — Thus,  dying.  Drift  he  blefl i 
And  thus,  great  Guardian,  bleft^  on  you  depends 
The  future  Weal  of  Dx'ihy  0  Oxford,  befi  of  Friends* 

My  Lord, 

A  AM  N  G  had  the  Honour  the  firfl  Day  of 
Auguft,  1 723*  to  prefent  a  Book  to  you 
containing  a  State  of  the  Accompts  depending 
between  your  Lordfhip  and  myfelf,  when  the  faid 
Accomp:  was  fettled,  (to  which  I  beg  leave  to  re- 
fer you)  exclufive  of  another  Accompt  put  into 
your  Lordfhip's  Hands  by  Mr.  Oliver  Martin^ 
concerning  Timber  -  Trees,  Grubbed  Wood, 
Bricks,  Qc.  (Chattels  at  Do-iun-Hall)  a  true 
Copy  of  which  is  hereunto  annexed ;  as  is  like- 
wile  an  Abftrad:  of  all  the  Effeds  chofen  by 
your  Lordfhip,  as  well  there  as  at  London  -,  the 
very  low  Appraifement  whereof,  you  had  the 
Goodnefs  (not  long  after  you  had  made  fuch 
Choice  from  the  Inventory)  to  tell  me  in  the  moft 
gracious  Manner,  fhould  be  confidered.  Since 
when  having  received  feveral  Sums  of  Money  of 
your  Lordlhip,  and  in  November  laft  your  farther 
Command  to  make  up  my  Accompts  a- new,  and 
to  lay  them  before  you -,  I  do,  in  Obedience  there- 
to, now   tranfmit  to  you,    my  Lord,  a  faithftj 

State 
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State  of  them,  as  they  at  prefent  Hand,  Errors 
excepted,  from  the  aforementioned  tirfl:  oFy^f/;^;^/, 
1723,  to  the  ajch  of  March,  1726,  humbly 
fubmitting  the  feveral  Articles  contained  in  the 
faid  Accompts  to  your  Lordfhip's  candid  Exa- 
mination and  Confederation  ;  praying,  at  the 
lame  Time,  that  when  you  have  gone  thro'  the 
whole,  you  will  be  pleafed  to  fignify  your  final 
Pleafure  to  me  thereupon  -,  when,  my  Lord,  I 
ihall  proceed  without  delay  to  fettle  my  Affairs  ia 
Life  !  A  Life  that  would  have  been  led  in  much 
Anxiety,  had  you  not  been  fo  infinitely  kind  as 
to  alleviate  the  fame  by  your  Countenance  and  Fa- 
vour ;  and  thereby  rendering  the  great  Lofs  of  my 
late  Dear  Mafler,  lefs  grievous  to  him,  who  prays 
PermifTion  to  repeat,  that  he  is  with  everlailing 
Duty  and  Gratitude, 

My  Lordy  Tour  Lord/fjip's,   Scci 

Adrian  Drift. 

N.  B.  Mr.  Vkio-r.*s  Eft  ate  at  Down- Hall  revert- 
ed  after  his  Death  to  the  Earl  of  Oxi'ord,  then 
Lord  Ha  RLE  y,  who  Ukewife  bought  themofi  va- 
luable of  his  Pictures ^  Medals ,  &c.  of  which 
Mr.  Prior  had  by  IVill  given  Him  the  Pre- 
ference. 

Tho'  the  following  Piece  has  no  immediate 
relation  to  Mr,  Prior's  Hillory,  yet  as  it  feems 
to  have  been  kept  by  him  and  his  Executor  as  a 
curious  Anecdote,  and  perhaps  is  not  to  be  met 
with  in  any  printed  Colledion,  wc  hope  our  Rea- 
ders will  not  think  it  a  Fault  that  we  preferve  ic 
at  the  End  of  this  Volume,  by  Way  of  Appen- 
dix, with  an  Englifh  Tranflation  for  the  Ufe  of 
thofe  who  are  unacquainted  with  the  Original. 

H  h  Cofu 
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Copie  de  la  Lettre  de  Monfieur  Stanhope  au  Ge- 
neral St.  Saphorin^ 

De  Londres  le  4.  Novemb.  1718. 

NOUS  avons  receu  vos  lettres  du  idme 
Ofbobre,  A^.  S.  et  le  courier  de  Monfieur 
Bentenreider  nous  a  porti  celles  du  i^me^  que  nous 
detaillent  les  raifons  qui  perfuadent  VEmpereur  qu^il 
ne  peut  retenir  la  Princejfe  Sobiefki.  Monfieur 
Bentenreider  nous  a  fait  la  dejfus  toutes  les  memes 
reprefentations,  6?  Sa  Majefie  voit  avec  peine  l*e7n- 
larras  que  Varrefl  de  cette  Princefie  attira  a 
PEmpereiir.  Mais  s'il  doit  fouhaiter  qu'il  enfiirte, 
c'efi  par  un  tout  autre  chemin  que  celuy  que  I' on  offre. 
II  eft  trop  evident  que  tous  ceux  quife  donnent  tant  de 
mouvements  pour  procurer  l^ accomplififement  de  ce 
7nariage^  ne  s*en  donneroient  pas  tnoins  pour  faire 
valoir  dans  la  fuite  les  liaifons  de  fang^  que  le  Pre- 
tendant  contra^sroitpar  la^  le  mene  querelles  les  ani- 
meroit  delme?ne^  et  fEmpereur  doit  par  toutes  Jortes 
de  motifs  d'amitie  et  d*  inter  eft  coup  er  court  a  des  fol- 
licitations  et  des  effets  dont  il  fe  refjentiroit  luyme- 
me  le  premier^  paries  juft.es  omhrages  auic  quels  il  don- 
Tiercit  lieu, 

Mais  outre  la  par  tie  confiiderable  que  le  Preten- 
dant  fe  former  oit  au  dehors  par  ce  mariage^  et  les  eft 
perances  dangereufts  que  cela  nouriroit  dans  les  mal- 
affcBionnez  de  la  nation  \  les  hons  ferviteurs  et  fide- 
les  fujets  du  Roy  euxmemes  ne  pourroient  en  tirer 
que  des  corfeoi.ences  funeftes  de  la  demarche  a  la- 
quelle  ^'Ejnvereur  dcmande  que  Sa  Majefte  donne  les 
7nains,  Nous  avons  toujours  regarde  les  interefts  du 
Roy  comrne  irfeparahlcs  d'avec  ceux  de  l^Efnpereur  •, 
ct  il  eft  vray  que  VEmpereur  a  paru  itre  dans  le 
mime  fift.  erne  de  fon  coti\^  mais  en  tout  ce  qu'il  dfait 
jufqiCicy  ccnftquement  a  ce  ftfte?)ie  luy  feul  etoit  inte- 
refje  perfo/iellcnient,    et  il  n^a  proprement  fait  que 

per- 
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Permettre  qiie  le  Roy  liiy  fervit  a  fes  rifqties^afes  de- 
fens^  et  a  travers  mille  contradi^ions.  Je  avoue 
que  le  Roy  I'a  fait  autant  en  veue  du  bien  pihlk  que 
^ar  fin  attachement  a  l' Empereiir  :  mais  fEfupe- 
reur  en  a  tire  des  avantages  pariiculiers  et  trts 
ejjentielles^  et  Sa  Majefte  les  Itiy  a  procures  avec 
plaifir  \  qiCen  echange  I'on  examine  ce  que  I'Empe- 
reur  a  fait  pour  le  Roy  en  fin  particulier,  I'on  ns. 
trouvera  que  cefeul  arrefi  de  la  Princejfe  Sobiefki. 
Le  Royn''yeJipasmoins  fenfihle  pour  cela^  et  il  efi 
memepret  a  faire  valoir  cette  marque  d*amitie  pour 
poufferfes  'ueues  en  faveur  de  VEmpereur.  Mais  a 
peine  la  Princeje  Sobieski  a-t-elle  ete  arrefite  que 
fEmpereur  propofe  de  la  relacher  :  il  ne  veut  pas 
qu'on  infere  de  la  qu'il  ait  plus  de  menagement  pour 
le  Pretendant  que  pour  le  Roy,  mais  le  feul  mot  f  qu'il 
enpeut  alleguer^  s'tWemporteroit  iinefoisfurUs  vrais 
inter  efi  s,  nous  prepareroit  bien  a  des  pires  confequences, 
Oefi  que  fa  confidence  fieroit  chargee  s'il  retenoit  la 
femme  d'autruy.  Or^  ft  les  ecclefiaftques  gagnoient 
line fois  fur  luy  de  la  faire  concourir  dun  mariage 
qiiils  pret evident  etre  valide  felon  leurs  canons,  il  n'y 
auroit  plus  de  fin  a  leurs  arguments,  et  ils  auroient 
la  mhne  facilite  a.  luy  prouver  qu'il  doit  en  cofifcience 
concourir  a  rendre  des  royaumes  a  celuy  a  qui  il 
viendroit  a  rendre  une  epoufi  et  une  parent e.  Nous 
aurions  bien  d  repondre  a  ceux  qui  concluroient  ainfii 
dans  le  parlement,  que  I'Empereur  obfierve  religieu- 
fement  fes  traiies :  Sa  MajefiJ  Imperiale  auroit  fait 
connoitre  qiiune  confcience  manite  par  le  clerge  ca- 
tholique  degage  de  tous  les  liens  d'amitiJ,  et  de  I' al- 
liance, de  forte  que  dans  le  cas  qu'on  nous  propcfie  la 
quefiion  7ie  fs  rediiit  pas  a  moins  qiC  a  fcavoir  fi 
l" Empereiir  a  deja  opte  ou  non  entre  le  Roy  et  le  Pre- 
tendant. Je  fins  bien  feur  que  VEmpereur  n*  a  pas 
penfi  a  mettre  ce  choix  en  queftion  quand  il  a  fouhaite 
depGUVoir  relacher  la  Princejfe  Sobieski;  mais  lorfi- 
qu^il  y  aura  meurernent  refiecJx^  il  verra  bien  qu'il 
H  h  2  ne 
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ne  pent  fas  y  avoir  de  milieu,  dam  la  fituation  ou  U 
Roy  fe   trouve^   et  qit*il  faut  ahfolmnent  en  tire  tout 
entier  pour  Sa  Majejie  au   tout  pour  fon  ennemi, 
Ce  ji'eft  pourtant  point  que  le  Roy  fonge  a  violenter 
la  confcience  de  V Einpereur  \  mau  a  juger  fainetnent^ 
la   confcience  doit  nous  fair e  eviter  le  plus  grand  de 
deux  maux^  comme  la  prudence  doit  nous  f aire  choi- 
Jir  le  moindre  de  deux  inconveniences.    D^ailleurs  il 
eft  feur  que  ce   manage  n^ eft  pas  alle  ft  loin  que  le 
Prince  Jaques  veut  le  faire  accroire ;  il  doit  lire 
ju(lementfufpe5l  fur  ce  fait,   et  nous  fcavons  par  des 
voies  plus  f cures,  et  fur  tout  par  des  let  ires  in  t  creep  tees 
de  la  maifon  du  Pretendant  meme,  que  le  mariage  de- 
voit  feulement  etre  beni  a  Bologne*  Mais  quand  me- 
me   ce  ferott   une  matrimonium  ratum,    comme  le 
Prince  le  pretend,  au  ?noins  y^eft  il  pas  confomim. 
II y  a  cent  exemples  que  le  Pape  a  difj'olve  de  pareils 
mariages  pour  de  bien  ?noindres  fujets  ;  et  la  conduite 
que  le  Pape  d  toiijours  tenue,  tant  par  rapport  a 
VKmpereur  que  par   rapport  au  Roy,  merite   bien 
qu^on  ne  luy  epargne  pas  la  le  devoir  -,  et  les  moyens 
pour  le  mortifter  en  cas  de  refus  ne  nous  manqueront 
pas.    Ajoutez  y  que  ft  des  mariages  clandeftinement 
henis  doivent  ahfoluj?ie?it fuhftfter,  et  obliger  en  confci- 
ence a  I'entradiiion  de  I'epoufe'e,  les  Archiducheffes  ne 
feroient  plus  en  feur ete  dans  lepalais  meme  de  VEmpe- 
reur.     Le  mariage  de  la  Princeffe  Sobieski  avec  le 
Pretendant  ou  empeche  ou   rompu,  que  Pufje  prenne 
enfuite  un  autre   mari,  et  ? autre  une  autre  femme  \ 
toujour s  V Empereur  auro'it  prevenu  les  fuites  inevita- 
lies  aux  quelles  il  s'expoferoit  et  fan  meilleiir  ami  s'il 
s'avanQoit  la  jonBion  de  ces  deux  perfonnes  ;   et  Sa 
MajeJle  Lpperiale  aura  fans  doute  fujfifamfnent  dequoy 
porter  le  Pape  a  calmer  fa  confcience,  en  la  difpenfant 
d^une  ley  qui  ji^ oblige  qu'  autant  qu*il  trouve  d  propos^^ 

Ainfi,  Monficur,  comme  vous  etes  pleinement  in- 
formi',  ta?it  par  ceite  kttre  que  par  mes  prscedentes^ 
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des  feMiments  du  Roy  fur  le  fufdit  manage,  vous  ne 
manquerez  pas  d^en  faire  a  la  cour  imperiale  toutes 
les  reprefentations  necejjaires  et  proportionnees  aux 
inconveniens  ou  Sa  Majefie  envifage  :  nous  nous  en 
fojnmes  enclinez  de  meme  aijec  Monfieur  de  Benten- 
reider  ;  et  ce  ?nmjlre  feut  hien  de  quelle  impor- 
tance il  nous  ejl  de  ne  laijjer  meme  enlrevoir  a 
perfonne  'vers  I'ouverture  de  notre  parlement,  qu'il 
peut  feukment  etre  queftion  du  relachement  de  la 
Frincejfe  Sobieski.    Je  luis,   ^c. 

Signe  STANHOPE. 

Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Mr.  Secretary  Star-hope  to. 
General  St,  Saphorin, 

London,  Nov.  4.  1 7 1 8. 

WE  have  received  your  Letters  of  the  26th  of 
October,  N.  S.  and  M.  Bentenreide/s 
Courier  brought  us  thofe  of  the  29th,  containing 
the  Reafons  which  perfuade  the  Emperor  that 
he  cannot  detain  the  Princefs  Sobieski.  M.  Ben- 
tenreider  has  made  here  the  fame  Reprefentations 
on  that  Head,  and  His  Majefty  fees  with  Con- 
cern, the  Difficulties  which  the  Detention  of  that 
Princefs  will  bring  on  the  Emperor.  But  tho' 
He  cannot  but  wifh  thefe  may  be  avoided,  He 
wifhes  it  by  a  Way  very  different  from  that 
which  has  been  propofed.  It  is  too  evident  that 
all  thofe  who  take  fo  much  Pains  to  procure  the 
Accomplifliment  of  this  Marriage,  would  not 
take  lefs  hereafter  to  enforce  the  Validity  of  thofe 
Ties  of  Blood  which  the  Pretender  would  there- 
by contraft  •,  the  Engagements  would  be  equally 
ftrong,  and  the  Emperor  ought,  by  all  the  Mo^ 
tives  of  Friendfhip  and  Interefl,  to  put  a  Stop  tp 
thofe  Solicitations  and  EfFefts,  the  Confequences 
of  which  himfelf  would  feel  the  firil,  thro'  the 
Hh  3  jufl 
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juft  Umbrages  to  which  his  Condu6l  muftgive 
birth. 

•   But   befides  the  confiderable   Party  which  the 
Pretender  would  form  abroad   by  this  Marriage, 
and  the  dangerous  Hopes  that  it   would  foirient 
in  the  Ill-affeded  here  at  home  ;  His  Majeity's 
faithful  Servants  and    good  Subjeds    themfelves 
could  not  bat  draw  fatal  Conlequences  from  this 
Step,  to  which   the    Emperor  requires  His  Ma- 
jelly  to  give  his  confent.     We  have    always  re- 
garded the  King's  Intereftsas  infeparable  from  thofe 
of  the  Emperor  j  and  it  is  true  that  the  Emperor, 
on  his  Part,  has  appeared  of  the  fame  Sentiment  5 
but  in 'all  -hat  he  has  done    hitherto,  in  confe- 
quence  of  this  Syftem,  himfelf  alone  was  p^rfon- 
idly   interefbed,  and,  properly  fpeaking,  he  hns 
only  permitted    the  King  to  ferve  him  at  his  owii 
Hazard  and  Expences,  and  in  Spite  of  a  thoufand 
Obilacles.     I  confefs  the   King  has  done  this  as 
inuch  with  a  View   to  the  public  Good,  as  from 
his  Attachment  to  the  Emperor  -,  but  the  Empe- 
ror has  drawn    from  it  particular   and  very  effen- 
tial  Advantages,  which  His  Majefty  has  procured 
him    with  Pleafure,     Let  us  examine,  in  return, 
what  the  Emperor  has  done  for  the  King,  and  we 
ilvall  find  this  Arreil  of  the  Princefs  ^o^ifjH  to  be 
the  only  Inftance.     His  Majefty,  however,  is  not 
the  lefs  fenfible  of  the  Kindnefs,  and  is  willing  to 
receive  this  fing]e  Mark  of  Friendfhip  as  an  Equi- 
valent for  extending  his  Views  yet  farther  in  the 
PZ.mperor's  Favour.     But  the  Princefs  is  no  fooner 
arretted ,  than    the   Emperor  propofes  to   releafe 
her.     He  would  not  have  it  inferred  from  thence, 
that  he  has  more  regard  for  the  Pretender  than  for 
the  King :  But  the  only    Motive  that  he  can  al- 
kdge,  if  it  Ihould  once  get  the  better  of  real  In- 
terell,  would  be  productive  of  yet  worfe  Confe- 

quences : 
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quences  :  It  is,  that  his  Confcience  would  be 
burthened,  if  he  fhould  detain  another  Man's 
Wife,  If  the  Ecclefiaftics  orce  carry  this  Point,  to 
make  him  concur  in  a  Marriage,  becaufe  they  pre- 
tend it  is  valid  according  to  their  Canons,  there  will 
afterwards  be  no  end  to  their  Arguments  i  and  they 
will  with  the  fame  Facility  prove  to  him,  that  he 
ought  to  contribute  in  beftowing  Kingdoms  on 
that  Man,  to  whom  he  has  juft  before  given  a 
Wife  and  a  Relation.  It  would  be  in  vain  for  us 
to  anfwer  thofe  who  might  reafon  thus  in  Parli- 
ament, "  That  the  Emperor  religioufly  obferves 
his  Treaties  ;"  when  His  Imperial  Majefty  had 
made  it  manifeft,  that  a  Confcience  managed  by 
the  Catholic  Clergy,  diflblves  all  the  Bands  of 
Friendfhip  and  Alliance.  The  prefent  Queftion, 
in  fhort,  amounts  only  to  this ;  ''  To  know  whe- 
ther  the  Emperor  has,  or  has  not,  hitherto  made 
his  Choice  betwixt  the  King  and  the  Pretender". 
I  am  very  fure  that  the  Emperor  never  thought 
of  putting  this  Choice  in  Queftion,  when  he  wilh- 
ed  he  might  releafe  the  Princefs  Sohicski.  But 
when  he  has  maturely  refiedled  upon  it,  he  will 
fee  that  there  can  be  no  Medium  in  the  King's  pre- 
fent Situation  ;  and  that  he  mull  abfolutely  be- 
come either  wholly  for  His  Majefty,  or  wholly 
for  his  Enemy.  Not  that  the  King  ever  dreamed 
of  violating  the  Emperor's  Confcience  :  But  to 
judge  impartially,  Confcience  Ihould  make  us 
fhun  the  greateft  of  two  Evils,  as  Prudence 
fhould  make  us  chufe  the  leaft  of  two  Inconveni- 
ences. Befides,  it  is  certain,  that  this  Marriage 
is  not  gone  fo  far  as  Prince  James*  would  have  it 
believed :  He  ought  juftly  to  be  fufpecled  on  this 
Head,  and  we  have  more  fure  Ways  of  knowing, 
particularly  by  Letters  intercepted  from  the  Pre- 
tender's own  Family,  that  the  Marriage  was  only 
H  h  4  to 

*  Sobieski, 
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to  be  Uejfed  at  Bologne.  But  even  if  it  were  Ma^ 
trbnomum  rati'jn,  as  the  Prince  pretends,  at  leaft 
it  is  not  confum  mated.  There  are  an  hundred 
Examples  of  the  Pope's  having  diffolved  fuch 
Marriages,  upon  much  lefs  weighty  Occafions  ; 
and  the  Pope,  by  his  continual  Conduct,  as  well 
with  regard  to  the  Emperor  as  to  the  King,  does 
not  deferve  to  be  excufed  his  Duty  herein  •,  nor  do 
we  want  the  Means  of  mortifying  him,  in  Cafe  of 
a  Refufal.  Add  to  this,  that  if  Marriages  clan- 
deftinely  blejfeiU  ought  abfolutely  to  fubfift,  and 
to  oblige  in  Confcience  to  the  Delivery  of  the 
Eride,  the  Archducheffes  would  be  no  longer  fafe, 
even  in  the  Imperial  Palace.  Tlie  Princefs  So- 
tleski's  Ivlarriage  with  the  Pretender  being  either 
obi1ru6led  or  diflblved,  fhe  may  afterwards  take 
another  Husband,  and  h"  another  Wife  j  the  Em- 
})eror  will  have  effeftually  prevented  thofe  inevi- 
table Confequences,  to  which  he  will  expofe  him- 
fdf  and  his  beft  Friends,  if  he  promotes  the  Union 
of  thefe  two  Pi^rfons ',  and  his  Imperial  Majefty, 
doubtlefs,  will  have  Means  enough  to  induce  the 
Pope  to  calm  his  Confcience,  by  difpenfing  with 
a  Law  v/hich  can  oblige  only  fo  far  as  he  finds  it 
convenient. 

Thus  Sir,  being  fully  informed,  as  well  by 
this  Letter  as  by  my  preceding,  of  the  K!ing's  Sen- 
timents upon  the  fiid  Marriage,  you  will  not  fail 
to  make  all  the  neceflary  Reprefentations  thereof 
at  the  Imperial  Court  •,  Reprefentations  proporti- 
oned to  the  Inconveniences  which  His  Majefty 
forefees.  We  fliall  do  the  fame  here  to  M.  Ben- 
t enr eider  \  and  that  Minifter  well  knows  of  what 
Importance  it  is  to  us,  towards  the  Opening  of  our 
Parliament  ;  not  to  let  it  even  be  fufpeded  that 
the  Releafe  of  the  Princefs  was  ever  brought  into 
Debate.     lam,  ^c,  S^ANHOP  E, 
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